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warp and weft

Published monthly (except July and
August) by Robin & Russ Handweavers,

632 Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara,

California.
Subscription: $2.50 per year.
Back Issues: 25¢ each, plus postage.
Editor: Russell E. Groff, 632 Santa Bar-
bara St., Santa Barbara, Calif.
Assistant Editors: Carol White and

Frederick Brown.
Volume ¢, No. 6

A Word from the Editor

First of all, our apologies for being late
on getting this month’s issue mailed to
you. This past month or month and a half
have been the most hectic we have ever
had, what with our house being started,
with weaving classes in Ventura Junior
Colege and Santa Barbara Adult Educa-
tion drawing to a close, attending the Con-
ference of Northern California Hand-
weavers, and unpacking a tremendous
shipment of 3500 lbs. of silks, synthetics,
and rayons, plus 1001 other items too nu-
merous to mention.

Incidentally, we still haven’t finished
unpacking the 3500 Ibs. of yarn, but still
have about 500 to 750 lbs. yet to go.

Now is the time also to remind you that
there are no issues of Warp and Weft in
July and August, and also to wish that all
of you have a wonderful summer vacation,
and that you can squeeze in a little weav-
ing between visits or trips.

Robin and Janice will be having a nice
trip while I go to weaving school. They
will go for about a 3-week camping trip in
the High Sierra, and of this, 2 weeks will
be spent with a Sierra Club Base Camp
at Emerald Lake, 9500 feet elevation. Rob-
in will particuarly enjoy this, as all meals
are prepared for the Sierra Club members;
it is beautiful country that many do not
even know exists; a baby sitter is provided
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for all children, etc. You can see why
Robin should enjoy this change.

I realize that I was very optimistic, when
in the last issue, I said that I hoped the
house of ours that is under construction
would be half finished by the time you
read that article. The foundation is poured,
and framing is to start or has been started
about a week or two weeks when you re-
ceive this. It looks as though instead of
the go days the builders quoted, it will
be anywhere from 4 to 6 months before it
will be ready for occupancy. I wonder how
many of you have gone through the same
delays. Even Robin hasn’t had a chance
to work on those drapes, even though the
thread is here and waiting for her efforts.

RUSSELL E. GROFF, Editor

This Month’s Cover
We thought that you might enjoy this

fabric, which we think makes an unusual’
drapery fabric, a sort of semi-sheer, which
allows the light to come in, but stops peo-

le from seeing in the window.

This drapery was made of 10/2 cotton
except for the linen boucle at intervals.

We hope at some future date to present
you a very similar fabric in a colored warp
for a drapery.

Questions and Answers

Question: One subscriber writes and
asks how she can use some of the various
synthetics when they seem to fuzz or fray
so much in the reed.

Answer: There is a very simple answer
to this question. The whole solution is to

(Continued on page 6, col. 2}

MODERN DRAPERY & UPHOLSTERY

Hickman’s newest folio now available.
Complete instructions. 20 woven samples
in exciting textures and colors for drap-
eries, upholstery fabrics, cafe and break-
fast room curtains, etec. Beautifully
mounted in a handy 84x11 fibre folder.
A companion folio to LINENS ON PA-
RADE.

$6.50 postpaid in U.S.A. and Canada
Elmer W. Hickman, R. 2, Emlenton, Pa.




Weavers from Here and There

It is our intention, each month, to give
a short article about various well-known
weavers from all over the country. If you
know of anyone exceptional living in your
area, please let us know about them, that
we might possibly present them in this
column.

ELSIE H. GUBSER
of Tulsa, Oklahoma

We are pleased to present a weaver this
- month that we have heard many, many
compliments about. This is Mrs. Elsie H.
Gubser of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Mrs. Gubser
told us that she did her first weaving in
1924 at Chatauqua Lake, New York, but
that she really didn’t have a chance to do
much until about 1930. By 1937, she had
mastered many techniques and also attend-
ed the Palmer Lake Weaver's Conference

held by Mary Atwater.

Since then, she has visited many weav-
ers in the United States, as well as in the
Scandinavian countries and Finland, Eng-
land and Scotland.

She has conducted workshops in sev-
eral states, taught for 6 summers at the
Chatauqua Institution, New York Univer-
sity and Syracuse University at Chatau-
qua. She has also taught many individuals
by mail, and in person.

All of her winter clothes, some summer
ones, linens, upholstery, drapery and
scarves, practically all the textiles in her
home are handwoven. She is also kept

busy weaving for the families of her son
and daughter.

She rarely weaves things for sale, un-
less a special object for a friend.

Her latest weaving project is a silk dress,
sett 56 to the inch, with a quezquemetl to
match. The quezquemet] takes the place
of a stole and is very flattering.

I'm sure-that all of you would enjoy
meeting and knowing Mrs. Gubser. 1 had
hoped to make her acquaintance in San
Jose last week, but I'm sorry to say she
was not able to attend the conference.

Perhaps sometime you might be inter-
ested in having her conduct a workshop
in your city or state. Her address is: Mrs.
Flsie H. Gubser, 647 North Denver,
Tulsa 6, Oklahoma,

Book Review

We have always enjoyed two little
Swedish books that we would like to tell
you about herewith. They are:

VAVSTOLEN, Volumes 1 and 2.

These two texts are usually sold togeth-
er as a single unit, and there is, we feel, a
large amount of usable content which
makes these two books very reasonable at
their low price.

Full of photographs, there is also a
threading draft and tie-up for each picture,
and these are nice and clear photographs.

Many phases of weaving are covered,
as there are sections on upholstery, drap-
ery, hand towels or linens, table-cloths, bed
spreads, blankets, and some very good
photographs of some of the typical Scan-
dinavian techniques used in their rugs,
mats, runners, etc. We think that these
pictures are unusually clear and interest-
ing.
gSueh techniques as Rya, Rolakan, Krab-
basnar and Flossa are well illustrated and
an explation is given.

The text for these two volumes is in

Swedish. However, the threading drafts,

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2)
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CONTEMPORARY . Tie-up Draft: |
4.,
A modern upholstery fabric that would x| x| x 3
. P . x | x x .
go well with many of the different pieces < x . - 5
of today’s furniture. 1'
4 X X X .
1 2 3 4 A B
THREADING DRAFT:
I 2nd Repeat I Ist Repeat
4, C A C A
3. C A C A
2. A D A D
1. A C A A C B A

Reed Used:

A 10 dent reed was used, and we double
sleyed, 2 threads per dent, thus having
20 threads per inch. The rayon boucle in
the warp was put in the dents of the reed,
along with another thread of 10 /2 cotton,
maintaining 2 per dent, or 20 per inch

for full width of the fabric.

Key To Colors Used In Warp:
A. 10/2 Egyptian Cotton, Color Seal
B. 10/2 Egyptian Cotton, Color Choc-
olate
C. 10/2 Egyptian Cotton, Color Date
D. Rayon Boucle, heavy, Color Ecru

Warp Threads:

Most of the warp was a 10/2 Egyptian
cotton, 4200 yards per lb. It is available
on ¥ lb. cones. The other thread used in
the warp was a rayon boucle having 1700
yards per 1b. It also comes on 1 Ib. spools.

Weft Threads:

In the weft we used 4 colors of rayon
boucle. They are:
1. Black

2. Rose Beige

3. Henna
4. Bronze

Also in the weft, we used the space-dyed
metallic, 1/64” with the aqua and blue
tones, and this particular metallic thread
we doubled to make more of a color accent
in the fabric. The metallic comes on ap-
proximately a % Ib. spool, as do the rayon

boucles.
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Sample on next page.
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Treadling For Our Sample:
Treadle No. 1, Black, Rayon Boucle

Treadle
Treadle
Treadle
Treadle

No.
No.
No.
No.

Boucle
Treadle No.
Boucle
Treadle No.
Treadle No.
Treadle No.
Treadle No.

The color

2,
3,

4,
I,

2,

3
47
IY
27

Black, Rayon Boucle
Metallic, space-dyed
Metallic, space-dyed
Henna (Rust) Rayon

Henna (Rust) Rayon

Bronze, Rayon Boucle
Bronze, Rayon Boucle
Rose Beige, Rayon Boucle
Rose Beige, Rayon Boucle

sequence is the same and is

repeated over and over. However, because
of the fact that there are 5 different threads
in the weft, you will find that dne time
the black rayon boucle might be on har-
nesses 1 and 2 one time and the next time

black will be on harnesses 3 and 4. Do






not worry about this, but just be particular
and use the color sequence correctly. Here
is the color sequence again for your con-
venience:

1. Black boucle, 2 threads

2. Metallic, 2 threads

3. Henna (Rust), 2 threads

4. Bronze boucle, 2 threads

5. Rose Beige Boucle, 2 threads

We did try on this fabric, to beat it a
little tighter than usual, so in our weaving
we found that to get it tighter or firmer,
we used a double beat. This was very easy
to get used to, and we had no trouble in
developing a steady rhythm. We did find
that this fabric is fairly slow weaving, pri-
marily because of the 5 colors and 5 shut-
tles.

Sample Facts and Figures
Threading Draft:

The threading draft used was a kind of
broken twill. You notice that we used 3
_colors of size 10/2 Egyptian cotton in the
warp. We decided after weaving 8 yards,
that perhaps it might have been just as
easy to use just one color in the warp
thread other than the rayon boucle. We
do feel that the 3 colors of the Egyptian
cotton add or give a little more lift to the
fabric, but also feel that it would have
been simpler and easier to set up if, for
instance, we had just used 10/2 chocolate
as the main warp with the periodical
thread of rayon boucle as the accent thread
in the warp.

We did find out several things that we
might pass on to you. Our fabric was wov-
en on a jack-type loom, and we had the
standard tie-up. We found in our trea-
dling that it was less tiring to use treadles
1 and 2 with the left foot and treadles 3
and 4 with the right foot. It might be even
easier, if you have a jack-type loom, to
have treadles 1 and 2 on the left, treadles
3 and 4 on the right, and the tabby or
plain weave treadles A and B in the cen-
ter of your 6 treadles. Also, we might sug-

gest that on a counter-balanced loom you
might find it less tiring if you put your
treadles 1, 2, 3, 4 on the right; just retie
the treadles so that you have more leverage
on the 4 treadles you use. I hope that ev-
eryone understands what I'm trying to say.
We also found it much easier to use a
special sequence of shuttles. If you start
this fabric or one using 5 shuttles, have 3
start from one side of the loom and two
{from the other. Do the three in sequence,
and after you finish one shuttle put it be-
hind the other two shuttles. Then do your
2> rows with number 2 shuttle and bring
it behind number 1, and then number 3
shuttle, two rows, and then put it behind
shuttle number 2. Then you are ready for
the 2 shuttles on the other side of the
loom. If you have all five shuttles on one
side of the loom, you'll have trouble drop-
ping shuttles and not enough room, but
if you divide it as we suggest, then you
will find the weaving is much faster.
Incidentally, even though the rayon
boucle is heavy, we had it and one other
thread in the reed, and had no trouble
with it fraying in any way. The only
breakage that we did have was when we
came across a knot in the rayon boucle.
Even this wasn’t troublesome, as we only
had about 2 or 3 knots in 8 yards of fabric.
Oh yes, we want to tell about one other
problem that was easy to solve. That was
the rayon boucle unwinding off the bob-
bin faster than we wanted it to, and thus
slipping off the bobbin and onto the wire
or pirn holding the bobbin into the shut-
tle. This type of a yarn is slightly wiry or
stiff, because it is a heavier yarn and can

be a little harder to handle.

We found that if we wound just a little
bit of wool on the wire or pirn holding
the bobbin in the shuttle, that this stopped
the back-lash problems. If you do this, you
want to be careful that you do not wind
too much wool on the pirn, as it will stop
the bobbin from turning freely, and will

Page 5



also result in your pulling the edges in a
little more, and thus result in a fabric 2
to 4 inches narrower than you had
planned.

Color Fastness

The rayon boucles are about 85% rayon
and 15% cotton actually, and these, we
are pleased to say, are sun-fast colors. We
have handled these same colors for about
8 years in this particular thread, and have
always been happy with the results.

Also, the 10/2 Egyptian cotton is fast
color, so you should have no problems
whatsoever with this fabric for an uphol-
stery. The rayon boucle is sun-fast, but the
manufacturer does not say anything about
wash-fastness. However, we have washed
these colors over and over without any
trouble whatsoever.

Cost of Fabric

Warp: 10 / 2 Egyptian cotton, colors are
available on half-pound spools and are
priced at $4.50 per Ib. You can purchase
151b. of a color if desired.

. Weft: The rayon boucles come on 1
Ib.spocls and have 1700 yards per Ib. It

is priced at $3.35 per Ib., or $1.68 per %

1b. spool. The metallic comes on approxi-

mately %2 1b. spools, and this space-dyed

metallic is $5.00 per %2 Ib. spool.

Cost of Fabric Per Yard:

One Ib. of the 10/2 Egyptian cotton
will do a 5 yard warp on this particular
set-up, thus bringing the cost of the warp
to approximately goc per yard.

In 8 yards of 40” width fabric, we used
4 Ibs. of the rayon boucle. Thus in the
weft, it took approximately ¥ Ib. of bou-
cle per yard, and this costs $1.68. Also,
in the weft, we found that in 8 yards of
this fabric we used less than eight ounces

Cost of Warp: $ .90
Cost of Weft: 2.18
Cost per yard: $3.08 I
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of the metallic, actually using slightly less
than 1 oz. per yard, thus costing about 50c
per yard.

Uses Of This Fabric:

We feel that there are quite a few uses
for such a fabric, and we want to tell you
of a few uses that we are planning for
this particular fabric. Besides using it for
upholstery, we are going to use it for one
of our skirt-display racks. One rack re-
ceives quite a bit of sun, and as these are
sun-fast colors, we will make a sliding
drape or cover to keep the sun away from
the skirts.

Also, we have a wrought iron table that
makes very nice patio furniture, and we
are planning on covering the top of this
table with this fabric. It is our hope that
eventually we can show you a picture of
these two uses and then you can let us
know what you think of same. Also, one
other use that we saw at the conference in
San Jose was a cover for a mnote-book
binder for a telephone book. Hope that_

this gives you a few ideas.

BOOK REVIEW — Continued
tie-up, treadling—all the necessary infor-
mation is in weaving's universal language.
Both of these volumes are in hard-bound
covers and are reasonably priced at $2.50
plus postage for both volumes. A free
Swedish-English weaving glossary is given
with the purchase of these or any other
Swedish texts on weaving.
Title: VavsToLEN, Volumes 1 and 2
Authors: Anna Skeri-Mattsson and In-
grid Osvald-Jacobsson
Price: $2.50 for both plus 17¢ pp
Available: Robin & Russ Studio

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS — Continuved
beat nylon, orlon, dacron, etc. with the
shed open. Open the shed, beat, change
the shed with the beater up forward
against the finished cloth or web, push
the beater back, and then throw the shut-
tle again. Thus there is less fuzzing and
fraying.




A NEW OFFERING OF UNIQUE AND OUTSTANDING YARNS

50% linen and 50% silk. Size 10/1, 8400 yards per lb., on Y% lb. spools. We

1. ORLON 2 ply, 7400 yards per Ib., half bleached white, on ¥ pound spools.
will not shrink, washes easily. Price, $2.50 per lb.

2. SILK DOUPPIONI YARN, available in 10 colors and natural. A two ply
slubby thread that can be used for warp or weft. 5800 yards per 1b. on 1 Ib.
cones. We suggest using at 20 or 24 per inch. Natural, $4.00 lb. Colors, $6.00 Ib.

3. LINEN AND SILK COMBINATION, a rich, soft yarn combination of
will double or triple this for you at no extra cost if desired. Price, $3.50 per Ib.

4. SINGLE PLY SILK WARP THREAD: A very tightly twisted, single ply
very strong silk thread with 11,500 yards per Ib. Sixe is 14/1. Easy to handle,
with no fuzzing problems. Use at 36, 40, or 45 threads per inch. On 5 Ib.
spools. Price, $4.00 per 1b.

5.

GLOSSY, 3 FOLD SILK: A slubby, luxurious, glossy silk, 3 ends wound
together on spools as one thread. Irregular texture, wonderful weft for yardages,
stoles, upholstery, drapes, etc. 3900 yards Ib. V% lb. spools. Price, $4.00 per Ib.

A SPECIAL OFFER ON THESE YARNS. On these 5 yarns only, orders ot

$12.00 or over, we will ship parcel post prepaid anywhere in the United States
or Canada.

ROBIN & RUSS HANDWEAVERS, 632 Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

THE W. H. WADE LOOM SHOP PRESENTS

(Pat. Applied For) : .

B. The “Bob O Count”, a compiete unit

I.

A spool winder 2. A bobbin winder

s - 3. A warp measurer
ntroducing The :

NEW VARL.TUBE SPEED-WARP 4 A.moveab]e carriage so that you can
Equipped with 40 self-winding spools. Uses 40 wind the yarn on SPOOIS evenly like
2-0z. tubes or 20 standard 8-oz. tubes or a sewing machine bobbin
any combination. Has a 10 dent reed in tension y
box for color control. Thread gquide plates. 5. A gOOd hardwood base for the com-
Tension box is removable. Solid construction, Plete unit,
use with any sectional beam loom. 6. A .
Shipping Wagt. 25 Ibs. PRICE $34.00 . reset COUnteF on measurer unit.

i 7. Reasonably priced; $34.50, postage

Bine Tools for Hand Wessing

LOOMS « SHUTTLES
“Speed-Warp"

b R v R "Bob.O-Count"

The SSENI W 4 WADE LoomShop
Rt.3,Box 479, McLaughlin Rd., San Jose, California

extra.

ROBIN & RUSS HANDWEAVERS
are distributors for Wade Looms
and equipment
Page 7



Weaver's Markeiplace

A two week
SUMMER WEAVING WORKSHOP

July 16 - July 27

Planned principally for experienced weavers.
Elementary and advanced weavers will be in-
terested in the Contemporary Approach to the
standard and more traditional weaves.
Hours: 10:00 to 4:00 daily, Monday through
Friday. Tuition: $50.00.

‘Write for Details

The Yarn Depot, Inc.

545 Sutter Street
San Francisco 2, California

LeClerc Presents
A HORIZONTAL WARPING MILL
You can put a warp on your loom without
touching it, with this half-automatic warping
mill. All warp ends the same length and paral-
lel to one another.

z For Information, write to:

NILUS LeCLERC, INC.
Dept. W.W L'Isletville, Quebec, Canada

=1

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR

New combination
YARN STAND and
TWISTER

This practical cone,
tube and spool rack,
when properly thread-
ed, will ply two or
three yarns. Made of
Hardwood.

$4.50 postpaid

Looms, accessories and
yarns available. A com-
plete assortment of
reeds for all looms, in-
cluding struecto 8"
looms are available.

; Send for varn
. Samples and price list

\WEAVING
SUPPLY CO

3186 W. Pico Bivd., Los Argeles 19, Calif.
“A complete service for handweavers”
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