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A Word from the Editor

First of all, an apology is due for the late-
ness of the May issue of Warp and Weft and
in all probability, the June issue will also be
late.

Now, perhaps I can give my excuses. First,
there are two conferences this month. I have
just returned from one, the Northern Califor-
nia Handweavers Conference in Fresno, and it
was a most rewarding experience. I took
yarns and displays of accessories down, and
took orders and sold items, and ALSO, whatis
more important to me, was the fact that I was
one of the jury this year, and thus was able to
enjoy immensely, the close examination of
every single fabric in the conference. Usually,
business comes first, but this was a very in-
teresting experience, and I enjoyed working
with the other 6 jurors very much, and seeing
all of the outstanding weaving that was on dis-
play.

This is part of the excuse for the lateness of
Warp and Weft. Another part isthefactthat we
have our conference in Portland in two weeks,
about the time you will be getting this issue of
Warp and Weft, and as chairman, it hasbeen a
problem, a job, andyetarewarding experience.
We had to change sites for the conference just
one month before conference time, so you can
see that we have also had problems with this
conference.

And the third reason is the building of a
parsonage for our church hereinMcMinnville,
and being one of a committee of three having
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to handle all of the 1001 tasks involved in
building this building.

So, you can see that our time is well filled
with activities this month and next, so we
do hope that you will bear with us, and we
will promise to be on schedule in September
again.

I might comment a little further about the
Northern California Handweavers Conference
which I just attended.

There were many, many beautiful fabrics
in this show —asmany —ormore — than there
have ever been before. You can certainly see
the growth, development, and improvement
of the various weavers when you see such a
display as this one.

I did feel myself that the fabrics were more
outstanding than ever thisyear, while, the meth-
ods of displaying them (booth arrangements)
was not as outstanding as they have been in
the past.

Now a word about family. Robin has been
all patient in my absences, working longer
hours in the shop than usual and of course as
a result, house-keeping and gardening suffer
somewhat. However, shehasbeenfelled awhile,
by an attack of bursitis in her shoulder, which

~has hampered some of her activities. Janice,

our 12 year old daughter, still continues to
grow, and is now taller than her mother, and
very, very active, and she isatpresententhralled
with some leather-work projects she is doing
at school and during after school hours.
She also modeled at the Portland Hand-Weav-
ers guild annual fashion show, and wore an
authentic Scottish tartan made in the same
manner as most tartans, and she also modeled
a sweater knitted of the same yarn (Fabri)
as the tartan was woven from. She certainly
made her parents proud with her nice ap-
pearance in this fashion show.

Well, I've rambled this month, so had better
close and save some space for our sample

this month.
Russell E. Groff, Editor



This Month's Book Review:

This month, we would like to tell you about
another folio just published by Mr. Elmer W.
Hickman. This one is entitled “PLAIDS,”
and has 24 different and very interesting plaids
that are in no way traditional or do not even
begin to conform with tradition. Not only do
the plaids (by this I meanPattern)changefrom
the traditional, but also the choice of color
and texture also contribute to the change.

These plaids are once again done in an
outstanding manner, with other threads than
the traditional wool you normally think as
being used in plaids. Mr. Hickman uses cot-
tons, fine and heavy wools, spun rayon, a jute
and rayon combination thread, and mohair
yarns.

Mr. Hickman suggests that these fabrics
would have many other uses than just wear-

ing apparel, and suggests their use as draper- .

ies, table mats, afghans, handbags, neckties,
and other media.

There are 24 actual woven swatches, superb-
ly mounted, with the complete directions for
threading, treadling, color use, etc.

I might mention a personal viewpoint here
that 1 always remember about plaids. I have
woven many fabrics and some of them have
been plaids. There is always a great feeling
of personal achievement in weaving a plaid
or a tartan that is not always existant upon
the completion of another fabric.

All but one of these swatches is a 4 harness
weave, and a check shows that the instructions
for each project are thoroughly given.

Some of these plaids are of off-beat cross-
ings, not balancing the weft as it is used in
the warp. Some are in plain weave rather than
a twill, and some are very subtle in the color
combinations and threads used.

The samples are beautiful, the colors are
interesting, the sample swatches generous in
size, the instructions are clear, and so if you
are an advocate of plaids and tartans as I am,
you might enjoy this latest folio of Mr. Hick-
man’s. Once again it is the same price as most
of his other folios, costing $6.95, so per-

haps you might want to add this to your
library.

TITLE: PLAIDS
AUTHOR: Mr. Elmer W. Hickman

AVAILABILITY: May be purchased directly
from Mr. Elmer W. Hickman, Emlenton, Rt 2.,
Penna, 16031 or from Robin & Russ Hand-
weavers if desired.

COST: $6.95 postpaid.

This Month's Cover:

The cover this month is a part of a display
of silk prepared by the Japanese Silk Associa-
tion, which had this exhibition on display at
the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA HAND-
WEAVERS CONFERENCE in 1964.

I am using the cover this month for several
reasons. One is that it is an educational ex-
hibit; the second reason is to point out my
way of thinking that there is no more beau-
tiful fabric to the touch than an all silk fabric;
and particularly the No. 3 reason is that
silk is becoming increasingly harder to
obtain, so if you do have a chance to work
with it, try it and experience the pleasures
that I have had in working with silks.

We hope to feature on a cover of Warp
and Weft in the near future, a very dever
wall hanging woven incorporating the actual
silk cocoons in the weaving. This was on dis-
play at the Northern California Handweavers
Conference just this year and we are hoping
to obtain a photograph of it soon.

I might mention that the raising of silk has
been done by many persons, and I have seen
it used as a school project in Southern Cali-
fornia, so that the children could observe the
complete life cycle of the silk worm, and the
production of silk from the cocoons.

Just the other day, one of our customers
said to me, “I'll not be ordering any silk
soon as I'm raising my own silkworms.” In
jest, my reply was as soon as she had some
silk for sale, to let me know about it.
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A Versatile Canvas Weave

This interesting 4 harness weave is used this
time for an upholstery material. It could also
be used for suiting, drapery, and whatever
your imagination says it could be used for.

THREADING DRAFT:
4 F F
3 F F
2 | E E
1 E E

KEY TO COLORS
IN THREADING DRAFT:

E — Evergreen, 20/2 Egyptian Cotton
F — Forest Green, 20/2 Egyptian Cotton
WARP:

Two colors of the 20/ 2 Egyptian cotton were
used in the warp, 20/2 in size, and the colors
were Evergreen and Forest Green.

WEFT:

Two different threads were used in the weft.
One was a 10/3 cotton in 2 Ming Gold color
as the major weft thread. The accent thread
was a rayon boucle in a Tannish Beige color.

REED USED:
A 15 dent reed was used and it was double

sleyed, 2 ends per dent, or 30 threads per

inch.
TIE-UP DRAFT:
4 X| x|l 0l O] X |O
3] x| O] O} X{ © X
2 O] O} X X X 10
1 O| X| X101 0] X
] 2 3 4 5 6
A B

X—tic-up for Counter-balanced looms.
O—tie-up for Jack-type looms.

TREADLING SEQUENCE:

Treadle No. 2 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 1 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 4 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 3 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 2 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 1 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 4 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton

Prmna A

Treadle No. 3 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton

Treadle No. 5 — Tannish Beige Rayon
Boucle

Treadle No. 3 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 4 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 1 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 2 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 3 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 4 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 1 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 2 — 10/3 Ming Gold Cotton
Treadle No. 5 — Tannish Beige Rayon
Boucle
End of one pattern repeat. Repeat over and
over as desired. '

SAMPLE:

Sample on next page.

MORE ABOUT THE FABRIC:

This sample was inspired by two sources.
One was the canvas weave that we have fea-
tured twice in the past year, and the other
source and the main one for this idea was
from the weaving of two newcomers to weav-
ing, Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. Averett of Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, who had seen the canvas
weave as featured in warp and weft, and de-
cided to do some experimenting with it. This
sample used this month, was inspired by
something similiar that they did.

There are many uses for a fabric suchas you
see in the sample this month. It would make
excellent upholstery, it could be used for
drapery, it could be used in suiting, itcould be
used for decorative uses, such as covering note-






books, waste-baskets, etc. Also, the other uses
I will leave to your imagination.

A firm, double beat was used, so that the
material would have body forupholstery. Also,
a stretcher or temple was used to keep the
material at full width. This also seemed to
help the firmness of the fabric, as it allowed
the beater to swing a little more freely. The
free and even swing of the beater gave a
firmer resulting beat and thus allowed more
body to the fabric.

There were no problems whatsoever in the
weaving of this pattern, and it was very easy
weaving.

COST OF THE THREADS USED:

There are 4 threads used in this fabric.
Two of them were colored Egyptian cotton
size 20/2 with 8400 yards per lb. This is a
superior quality cotton with good strength;
very, very few knots, and it is a good fast
color thread. The price of it is $5.50 per 1b.
It comes on % Ib. cones.

The 10/3 cotton in Ming Gold has a tight
twist, is excellent for upholstery, and has
2800 yards per lb. It is $3.50 per pound,
and comes on 1 1b. cones.

The Tannish Beige rayon boucle has 1700
yards per pound, comes on % lb. spools, and
is $3.50 per Ib. It is also available in about
30 other colors.

COST OF THE FABRIC:

It took 12 oz. of each of the two colors in
egyptian cotton or 14 lbs. for a 9 yard warp,
40” wide, 30 threads per inch. This makes
the warp cost a total of $8.25 for 9 yards of
warp, or 92 cents per yard.

In the weft, there was approximately 8 yards
of finished material. It took 3 lbs. of thread
for the 8 yard weft. This cost $10.50. It
also took 12 oz. of the rayon boucle or $2.64
in rayon boucle. Thus the weftcostwas $13.14
for 8 yards of material or $1.65 per yard.

WARP COST PER YARD, 40" width —§ .92
WEFT COST PER YARD 1.65

FABRIC COST PER YARD $2.57

This Month's Second Project:
A Lace, Crackle Weave Place-mat

WARP:
20/2 Mercerized Ramie, or 20/2 Linen in
Natural or Eggshell color.

WEFT:

For a lace effect in your mats, use the same
thread for weft as you did for the warp. It
can be in a different color if you desire.

If you wish a bold heavy effect, use heavy,
evenly twisted boucles or spun viscose or
perle 3 cotton or other similiar threads. This
will not make such a lace effect, but will
give an interesting pattern.

REED USED:

A 12 dent reed is used, and it is double
sleyed, 2 ends per dent, or 24 threads per
inch.

WIDTH OF MAT:
14 inches, plus 1 dent. 337 threads.

THREADING PLAN FOR MAT:
1. Selv, 1,2,3,4, — thd 5 X — 20 thds.
2. A Block, 1,2,3,2 — 8 X— 32 thds.
3. Incidental, 1 thd No. 1 — 01 thd.
4. B Block, 2,3,4,3 — 8 X — 32 thds.
5. Incidental, 1 thd No. 2 — 01 thd.
6. C Block, 3,4,1,4 — 8 X — 32 thds.
7. Incidental, 1 thd, No. 3 — 01 thd.
8. D Block, 4,1,2,1 — 8 X — 32 thds.
9. Incidental, 1 thd. No. 4 — 01 thd.
10. C Block, 3,4,1,4 — 8 X — 32 thds.
11. Incidental, 1 thd. No. 3 — 01 thd.
12. D Block, 4,1,2,1 — 8 X — 32 thds.
13. Incidental, 1 thd. No. 4 — 01 thd.
14. C Block, 3,4,1,4 — 8 X — 32 thds.
15. Incidental, 1 thd. No. 3 — 01 thd.
16. B Block, 2,34,3 — 8 X — 32 thds.
17. Incidental, 1 thd. No. 2 — 01 thd.
18. A Block, 1,2,3,2 — 8 X — 32 thds.
19. Incidental, 1 thd. No. 1 — 01 thd.
20. Selv, 4,3,2,1, thd 5 X — 20 thds.

Total Number of Warp Ends — 337 Ends

The threading plan above suffices to replace
the threading draft. I might explain a little
more about a crackle weave here that there
are 4 possible blocks on a 4 harness crackle
weave. There are 4 threads in each block.
The blocks are as follows:

A Block — 1,2,3,2 — Incidental is 1 Page 5




B Block — 2,3,4,3 — Incidental is 2

C Block — 3,4,1,4 — Incidental is 3

D Block — 4,1,2,1 — Incidental is 4

Also in a crackle weave, when you change
from one block to another, you have to add
one thread called an incidental thread after
you finish with each block, so that you do
not have two threads come together on the
same harnesses and make a defect in your
fabric. Note the incidentals listed above for
each block. If you repeat say an A block three
times, then you add the incidental thread. In
other words, the incidental is added only
when you move from one block to another
and not after every repeat of the same block.

We could write out this plan in adraft form,
but 1 think it will be less confusing as I have
written it in the threading plan for the first
time you try a crackle weave. Also, I might
mention that you can write such a draft in
the short “Profile” method, but you have to
know that you must inject the incidental
thread at the proper place. Because of this
incidental, the Crackle Weave is a very con-
fusing weave to many weavers. Try it as we
have given you the directions here, and you
should then understand it a little better.

Tie-Up Draft

4] X | X] O] O] X110
3] X] O] O] X] O] X
2] O] O X | X| X O
1| O] X| X]| O] O} X
1 2 3 4 5 6

A B

X-~tie-up for Counter-balanced looms.
O—tic-up for Jack-type looms.
TREADLING NOTES:

In the treadling of this type of pattern, you
normally have 6 threads in each block of
pattern and the treadlings are given below:

Block A Block B Block € Block D

5 6 5 6

3 4 1 2

5 6 5 6

3 4 1 2

5 6 5 6

6 5 6 5
When using the same size weft, as the warp,

repeat each block 8 times, or if you prefer,
repeat until you have a square. Now hereis the
treadling for the threading plan we have given.

TREADLE PLAN FOR MATS:

1. Treadle A,B, or 5 & 6 tabby for hem
2. Treadle A Block 8 X or until square
3. Treadle B Block 8 X or until square
4. Treadle C Block 8 X or until square
5. Treadle D Block 8 X or until square
6. Treadle C Block 8 X or until square
7. Treadle D Block 8 X or until square
8. Treadle C Block 8 X or until square
9. Treadle B Block 8 X or until square
10. Treadle A Block 8 X or until square
11. Treadle 5 & 6 as tabby for hem

In the treadling above, if you treadle each
of the blocks 8 times, it will probably be a
rectangle rather than a square. It will de
pend upon your beat how many times you
will repeat each block to make it squared.
Sometimes 6 repeats of the block will do
it, sometimes 5 or 7. Also, this will depend
upon the size of your weft thread, as to how
many times you will repeat each block.

Still another treadling variation is one that
will give you only 4 threads in each block
as listed below.

Block A Block B Block C Block D
5 6 5 6
3 4 1 2
5 6 5 6
6 5 6 5

Do some experimenting with these two dif-

" ferent block units of 6 threads or 4 threads,

and see what you like the best.

ONE MORE IMPORTANT NOTE
ABOUT THE TREADLING:

When you move from one block to the
next in the treadling, you will normally have
the same tabby appear twice. Note that Block
A will end on No. 6 treadle, and Block B will
start on No. 6 treadle. You just ELIMINATE
ONE OF THESE, AND DO NOT USE
THEM BOTH WHEN MOVING FROM
ONE BLOCK TO THE NEXT. This extra
tabby does not occur when you repeat the
same block over and over, but only when you
move from one block to another.

We suggest that you make your place-mats
14 x 20 plus hems, or 13 x 19 plus hems
or 12 x 18 plus hems.

Happy weaving, and we hope that Crackle
weave is easier to understand now.



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Why not advertise your old loom, duplicate equip-
ment, and other such items in this section. Price
per 5-line ad is $4.00. Payment to accompany your
advertising copy.

MERCERIZED RAMIE.

is now available in a size 10/2, with 1500
yards per lb. Available in natural and white
on 1 Ib.cones. Priceis $3.80 perlb. for Creamed
Eggshell, and $4.00 per lb. for Whitey, White.
Free sample sheet of ramie upon request. Robin
& Russ, 533 North Adams St., McMinnville,
Oregon.

40/4 WHITE LINEN.

A 4 ply bleached white linen, same size as a
20/2 with 3,000 yards per lb. Slightly slubby,
but a good warp. Available on 1% lb. cones at
$2.40 per lb. Excellent for warp in mats, up-
holstery, table linens, etc. Robin & Russ, 533
North Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

11 (ELEVEN) COLORS OF 20/2 MERCERIZED

RAMIE.

We have just had 5 new colors dyed to order
for us to go along with our original 6 colors.
They are Golden Brown, Antique Gold, Olive,
Meadow Green, and Honey-Dew-Maize. 3,000
yards per lb. on 1 lb. cones. $5.00 per 1b. is the
regular price and this is about $3.00perlb. less
than mercerized linen and $1.00 per lb. less
ihan regular colored 20/2 linens. Wonderful
for warp or weft. ROBIN & RUSS, 533 North
Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

RUG WEAVING FOR EVERYONE

is an outstanding book on making rugs. Many,
many different techniques explained and many
illustrations. Well worth while at $6.50 plus 20
cents postage. Robin & Russ, 533 North Adams
St., McMinnville, Oregon.

WOOL CARDS.

We are now stocking a new line of better qual-
ity wool cards. Price is $5.00 per pair, and these
are imported from Canada. Also, some are on
order from Sweden, so we will have both kinds.
Price on both will be $5.00 per pair plus post-
age. Robin & Russ, 533 North Adams St., Mc-
Minnville, Oregon.

15 HOLE, WARPING PADDLES.
These are the heavier, better quality we used to
be able to get. Made of maple and birch. Price
is $2.50 plus postage. Superior quality. Robin
& Russ, 533 North Adams St., McMinnville,
Oregon.

NETTING NEEDLES FOR USE IN [INLAY.
or knotting or netting. Available in 57, 67, 77,
87, and 10” lengths. Price is 50 cents each, plus
10 cents postage. Robin & Russ, 533 North
Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

CREATE WITH YARN.

An excellent new book with complete instruc-
tions on rug-hooking and stitchery. Wonder-
fully well illustrated Auther is Ethel Jane Beit-
ler. Price is $7.50 plus 20 cents postage. Robin
& Russ, 533 North Adams St., McMinnville,
Oregon.

IN STOCK:

48 colors Swedish Linen. (Color cards 50c).
Fabri and Afghan. (Color cards 35c) The
Handweavers” Workbasket. Box 829, R. 1,
West Chicago. Illinois 60185.

WOOD SLATS.

14'4” long, %4” wide in bundles of 165 to 175
slats per bundle. Price is $1.50 per bundle plus
postage. If used with a tabby, one bunch is
enough slats for approximately 4 mats, if atab-
by is used in betweeneachslat. AVAILABL EIN
ASH, CHERRY, BLACK WALNUT, BIRCH,
MAHOGANY. Robin & Russ, 533 N. Adams
St., McMinnville, Oregon.

BOOKS ON DYEING AVAILABLE:

. Use of Vegetable Dyes, Thurston_____ $1.75
Dyes From Plants, J. Lloyd —___ $1.25
. Dye Plants & Dyeing $1.50
. Lichens For Veg. Dyeing,Bolton___ $3.50
. Yarn Dyeing, E. Davenport ________ $3.00
. Natural Dyes, S. P. Kierstead _______ $2.75
. Vegetable Dyeing, E. Conley $1.25
. Vegetable Dyes, E. Mairet _____ $2.75
Postage is extra on all at 10 cents per copy.
All in stock and available for immediate ship-
ment. ROBIN & RUSS, 533 North Adams St.,
McMinnville, Oregon.

m«l@m%w!\')r—'

THREE PLY TUSSAH SILK DUE IN SOON.

This silk is the natural tussah color, will be ex-
cellent for warp or weft. Price will be $4.80
per lb. plus postage. ROBIN & RUSS, 533
North Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

TAWNY TAN LOOP MOHAIR.

Has 1250 yards per lb. Available on % 1b.
spools, with fairly large loop, beautiful qual-
ity yarn. Price is $4.00 per lb. plus postage
or $2.00 per !4 lb. spool. Robin & Russ, 533
North Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

40/2 MERCERIZED CREAMED EGGSHELL RAMIE

New stock due in shortly. Has 6,000 yards
per 1b. on 1 lb cones. An excellent warp thread
at 30, 32, 36, or 40 per inch. Price is $4.80
per lb. ROBIN & RUSS, 533 North Adams
St., McMinnville, Oregon.

NATURAL RAYON BOUCLE WITH GOLD &SILVER

TWIST.

Due in shortly, this yarn has 1600 yards per
Ib. Excellent for use in mats, drapery, uphol-
stery, and for accent in many fabrics. Price
is $3.20 per Ib. Robin & Russ, 533 North
Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

DRAFTS AND DESIGNS:

A multiple harness bulletin with patterns of 5
to 8 harnesses. Extra large sample swatch.
Start your subscription now, and receive two
extra issues, free of charge. Subscription is
$4.00 per year. Robin & Russ, 533 North
Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.



The Weaver's Marketplace

Hickman’s new folio, PLAIDS now is avail-
able. 24 handwoven swatches of modern
construction in wools, cottons, rayons and
jute. Complete instructions given for all
projects.

Upon request, a free brochure will be sent
you about PLAIDS and other folios avail-
able.

Price is $6.95 postpaid

Order from: Mr. Elmer W. Hickman
R.D. 2, Emlenton, Penna. 16373

Have
you tried
NORWOOD loom
YET? They are com-
pact, easy to operate, jack-
type, folding models, made of
cherry wood, available in 227, 307,
407, 50” widths in 4 and 8 harness

odel looms. For further information /"
write to the NORWOOD LOOM
Company, P. O. Box 272
BALDWIN, MICH,
for a free
list.

NEW!i!

Functional Overshot by Grace D. Blum
A basic source for modern designs.
Contains concise directions for weav-
ing almost any overshot threading, in
24 different methods and 32 woven
swatches.

$16.50 per copy
Mailed prepaid when
check accompanies order.

Hand Weavers' Work Basket
Box 691, R.R. 1 West Chicago, lllinois

HANDWEAVING
YARNS and  SUPPLIES
A wide variety of distinctive yarns, de-
veloped especially for handweaving is
available for prompt shipment in quanti-
ties to suit your needs.

The Handweaver's Headquarters

Lily Mills Company
Dept. HWWW Shelby, N. C.
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