, 1965

March

3

. XVIil, No.

Vol




warp and weft

Published monthly (except July and V August)
by Robin & Russ Handweavers, 533 North
Adams Street, McMinnville, Oregon.

Subscription: $4.00 per year.

Back Issues: 40c each, plus 4c postage.
Editor: Russell E. Groff,

Assistant Editor: Robin Groff.

Vol. XVIII, No. 3 March, 1965

A Word from the Editor

This past month saw the end of the 10
week work-shop which the Salem Weavers
Guild of Salem, Oregon had been sponsor-
ing. I made a trip to Salem, and gave a lec-
ture and checked all of the projects in prog-
ress once a week for a 10 week period. We
had many pleasing fabrics come off the looms
during this period of about 16 weeks. Actual-
ly we were interrupted by the holiday season
and by floods, but it certainly is a rewarding
feeling to see fabrics grow that you have
planned and worked out for other persons
to weave.

Things have quieted down for us a little
since the end of this class, and we are getting
a little more weaving done in the shop this
month. We just finished some 15 yards of
black jute for the leather hand-bags that are
made by a bag company in California. I have
just worked out a 7 harness project for baby-
blankets which will be featured in our multi-
ple harness bulletin this month. An interest-
ing 4 harness barley cornsampleis now on the
loom and will eventually be a sample in Warp
and Weft. This was inspired by some up-
holstery woven by Mrs. Vera Starkey of Eu-
gene, Oregon. Her upholstery in this weave
is quite lovely, and so we will make this piece
for an upholstery sample for Warp and Weft
somewhat similar to hers.

We have had several new shipments of yarn
this month, and one of these was a shipment
of Spinnerin brushed mohair and orlon yarn
in two colors. If we have a chance, we hope
to use one of thesc brushed mohair yarns
in a sample for an evening dress for Warp
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and Weft. This is a beautiful yarn which can
be used for either knitting or weaving. It
is 70 per cent mohair and 30 per cent orlon
and is available in a silver grey and a light
aqua.

Conference plans continue to be made, and
more meetings take place all the time. We
certainly do think that we will have a nice
conference in Portland in May and hope that
all of you who are able to, will try and at-
tend. A registration blank will again be en-
closed for your convenience.

Church continues to play a prominent role
in the lives of we three, and it is certainly a
rewarding feeling when you can see some
actual results of one’s efforts.

We have also received some beautiful color
samples of Ramie yara, and soon will be
ordering some of these new colors to supple-
ment our regular stock colors we are trying
to stock. Our line of 20/2 mercerized Ramie
in colors will be enlarged to 12 colors now
instead of the 8 that we have on hand, and
gradually, we hope to increase this to about
25 colors in all.

Enough of our activities and back to the
sample for this month.

Russell E. Groff, Editor

This Month's Cover:

The cover this month is a close-up ofa piece
of experimental weaving which was displayed
at the Northern California Handweavers Con-
ference in 1964. This piece was done by Mrs.
A. T. Tomlinson of San Francisco if I remem-
ber correctly. There were two pieces similar
in color and texture displayed and both of
these were wonderful samples of experimental
weaving, done by two different weavers.

You can see that a variety of materials were
used in this piece. The fluffy material is carded
wool which had been dyed a very, very bright
orange-red. Other materials used inthesample
were rayon boucle, leather lacing, plastic
guimpe.

This would make an interesting piece to
hang like a painting. It certainly would be a



center of interest in a room, and would pro-
voke much discussion.

One thing I should mention is that the
background shows through. The background
was a bamboo screen, so when you examine
this photograph, be sure to discount the bam-
boo screen which makes asortofupand down
stripe in the back of this fabric. I believe that
Mrs. Tomlinson belongs to a weaving group
that encourages such experimental work. I
know that it would be fun to do some of
this myself, but I guess when you are trying
to make a living at weaving as we are, that
we do not have as much time for experimental
weaving as one would like to have.

A Summer Weaving Exhibition
in Canada:

The Fort Anne Weavers Guild of Annapo-
lis Royal, Nova Scotia, will sponsor the West-
ern Nova Scotia Handcraft Exhibition jointly
with the Yarmouth Weavers’ Guild on July
14th thru 16th, and it will be held in the
community center at Annapolis Royal. Weav-
ing will be of prime interest, but other hand-
crafts will also be demonstrated. There will
be polishing and setting of native agates,
rug hooking, pottery making, and a variety of
other crafts actually being demonstrated. Hand-
woven articles and other craft work will be
available and on sale also. If you plan a sum-
mer trip to Nova Scotia, why not plan to visit
Annapolis Royal and this annual demonstra-
tion and sale.

The 13th Annual Northern California
Handweavers Conference

will be held at the Fresno Hacienda, High-
way 99 and Clinton in Fresno, California
May 1st and May 2nd. The featured speaker
will be Harriet Tidball and her subject will
be “THE HANDWEAVER’S DILEMMA.”
Registration is $3.75. There will be demon-
strations on chenille, terrycloth and upright
rug and tapestry looms. A fashion show will
follow the luncheon. Registration deadline
is April 10th. Registrations should be sent
to: Mrs. Alma Lefever, 2120 N. Argonaut
Street, Stockton, California.

Warp and Weft Gets Around:

Last month a good friend of ours, Dr. Clar-
ence Weaver from Three Rivers, California was
touring in South America and in Peru in par-
ticular where he had worked for several years.
They drove over the .. les, 16,000 feet high
and visited the town of Huancayo, a town over
10,000 feet high in the Andes. This town is
an important center for a high valley and is
especially noted for its large open air market.
This market extends for many blocks and has
individual carts loaded with merchandise all
over the street. The Peruvians come to do their
shopping in this town. Here in this shopping
center they found a weaving shop and started
talking to the proprietor, Francisca Mayer.
They were telling her that they had some weav-
ing friends (Robin & Russ) that she should
know about, and to their amazement, she
brought out several copies of Warp and Weft
and showed them to Dr. and Mrs. Weaver.
They reported that she had a very nice shop
there and also is well known in Lima for her
weaving. She has a huge workroom where
women come in and learn to weave and make
the articles for sale. Warp and Weft getsaround.

REGISTRATION SLIP

for

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
WEAVING CONFERENCE

May 22nd & 23rd
at the
Multnomah Hotel, Portland, Oregon

NAME:
STREET:
CITY & STATE
GUILD MEMBER OR NON MEMBER

Send check for $7.50 registration fee, which
includes Fashion Show, $2.50 hot luncheon,
two speakers, 15 guild booths, open house
at several places, and other related activi-
ties. Registration up to April 30th is $7.50
and late registrations after this date will be
$8.50. Send your registration slip and check
to:  WINNIFRED JONES

4900 N. Harvard

Portland, Oregon 97203




Semi-Sheer Drapery:

TIE-UP DRAFT:

The sample this month is an interesting 4 4] X | X101 01 X 10
harness weave which we featured several years 3] X] 0101 X] O} X
ago. However, a change in colors makes it so 2] OO X X1 X1 O
interesting that we thought we might feature 1] O X[ X]O0] O] X
it again. There are a few minor changes from L 2 3 4 i 6B
our earlier samiple. X—tie-up for Counter-balanced looms.
THREADING DRAFT: O—tie-up for Jack-type looms.
) A
4 X xB ‘ [ /X XXX XX X XXX X X X X
3 X X //ﬁcxxxxxxxxxxx/ /x X
2l x x [xxxxxxxxxxxx/ | [ lx  x
(1/x  x K XXX XXXXXXxxx/] | /| k x
Selv. skip skip  Selv.
WARP 8 dents 8 dents
The warp is a 20/2 Mercerized and Gassed SAMPLE:
Egyptian cotton in Light Aqua color. It has
8400 yards per lb. and comes on 5 1b. cones.
WEFT:
There are 2 threads in the weft:
A. 10/2 mercerized and gassed cottonin Emer-
ald Green. This has 4200 yards per Ib.
and comes on % 1lb. cones.
B. The other thread in natural is a 9/1 linen
and rayon combination thread with ap- Sample on next page.
proximately 2600 yards per lb. It is 50
per cent linen, 50 per cent rayon.
REED USED:
A 16 dent reed was used and a special sley-
ing of the reed is needed for this fabric.
SPECIAL SLEYING OF REED:
Sley 3 ends per dent for 8 dents.
Skip 8 dents. ; ‘ .
" Repeat over and over for full width. 1. Treadle No. 4 - 9/1 L%nen & Rayon
2. Treadle No. 6 — 9/1 Linen & Rayon
If you do not have a 16 dent reed, use a Treadle No. 4 — 9/1 Li & Ra
12 dent and sley 4 threads per dent for 6 3. readie No. o/ then yon
dents, and then skip 6 dents 4. Treadle No. 6 - 9/1 Linen & Rayon
’ ) 5. Treadle No. 4 — 9/1 Linen & Rayon
TREADLING SEQUENCE: 6. Treadle No. 6 — 9/1 Linen & Rayon
There are 28 threads in one repeat of the 7. Treadle No. 4 — 9/1 Linen & Rayon
pattern, and I will list these in sequence. End of 2nd unit of 7 threads
1. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green 1. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green
2. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green 2. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green
3. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green 3. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green
4. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 E;l:}erald Green 4. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green
5. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green 5. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green
6. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green 6. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green
7. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green 7. Treadle No. 2 — 10/2 Emerald Green
End of 1st unit of 7 threads.
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1. Treadle No. 4 — 10/2 Emerald Green
2. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green
3. Treadle No. 4 — 10/2 Emerald Green
4. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green
5. Treadle No. 4 — 10/2 Emerald Green
6. Treadle No. 6 — 10/2 Emerald Green
7. Treadle No. 4 — 10/2 Emerald Green

End of 4th unit of 7 threads
End of one pattern repeat. Repeat over and
over as desired.

MORE ABOUT THIS SAMPLE:

We have done this pattern in several differ-
ent color combinations, and I thought that
you might like to see it in acolor combination
which has much more contrast than when we
used it several years ago.

Actually the pattern is much more effective
when you do use a contrastin colors. We wove
one sample which has much more contrast
than this month’s sample, and it wasamedium
blue for warp, and a dark royal blue and the
natural linen & rayon in the weft. This con-
trast was very striking.

We had a 24 yard warp, 40” wide on the
loom or a total of 960 threads in the warp.
Also, with 8 selvage threads on each edge,
it made it actually 40-2/3” wide or 976 warp
ends.

From this 24 yard warp, we actually had
some 21 yards of finished fabric, so you can
see that there is a good deal of takeup in the
warp, because of the clasped grouping of the
weft threads that you have in this sample.

If you have a 6 harness loom, I would sug-
gest that you have approximately 8 threads in
each selvage and thread these on harnesses 5
and 6 and it presents much less problems in
the weaving than on 4 harnesses. Also, if you
can weave the fabric using a slightly heavier sel-
vage thread, you will find that it works a
little better than if you use a selvage the same
size as the warp.

In this weave, I feel myself, that itis better
to have a tight, firm beat. in fact, I would go
so far as to say that you will have a nicer
fabric if you have a double beat, and make
the 2nd beat when you have changed to the
next treadle. Thus your fabric will be firmer,
more even, and more practical for drapery.

This type of weave is nice also in that it

allows light in and yet itishardto see through
from the outside. This makes it nice for
semi-sheer drapes. I think that we will use the
rest of this fabric ourselves for drapes to cover
a bathroom window that is a little larger than
usual. We have debated lining these and not
lining them. I think I would prefer them not
lined myself, but for use in a bathroom, I
suppose that they should be lined.

You will note in the treadling sequence
that only 3 of the 6 treadles are used in
weaving this pattern. Thus, you could re-
tie your tieup from the standard tie-up we
use so much, and have much faster and eas-
ier treadling. If you use 6 harnesses and use
the 5th and 6th for a selvage, then you will
have to tie it up differently to make sure
that the selvage will weave properly.

One more thing that T will mention is that
we used the 20/2 egyptian cotton for warp.
It is mercerized and gassed. I think that
you will like a mercerized cotton in this type
of fabric better than an unmercerized, and I
feel that a mercerized thread will be much
more longer wearing and durable than an
unmercerized thread.

In this month’s issue, I'm going to give
an article about mercerizing, so that per-
haps more people will understand just what
it is that is done to a cotton to give it more
sheen.

Also, I want to mention that before you
make this type of fabric up into draperies you
should either send it out and have it pro-
cessed or wash and steam press it yourself.

I would suggest washing by hand with
Lux or Ivory Snow in warm water, and do
not handle it too much inthewashing. Actually
a good soaking will do almost as well as the
washing. Then rinse thoroughly and allow to
drip dry. Next, you should then steam press
it thoroughly with a steam iron. This will
eliminate much or practically all of the shrin-
kage that such a fabric can do. It will also
seg the groups of weft that have come together
become a little firmer and the fabric will be
firmer as a result of the washing and pressing.
Now you are ready to make it up into drapery.

Actually, our sample would make a much
nicer appearance if we had washed and pressed
it rather than putting it in as it is, without
any finishing. Page 5



COST OF THREADS USED:

1. The 20/2 Egyptian cotton in light aqua
is $5.50 per lb., has 8400 yards per 1b.,
and comes on % lb. cones.

2. The 50/50 linen and rayon thread is a
9/1 in size, has about 2600 yards per
Ib., and costs $3.20 per lb. It too, is
available on 14 1b. spool if desired, al-
though it normally comes on cones of
about 14 to 2 Ibs.

3. The 10/2 cotton, mercerized in Emer-
ald Green has 4200 yards perlb. Itcomes
on % lb. spools and is $5.00 per lb.

COST OF THE FABRIC:

It took 3 Ibs. of the 20/2 egyptian cotton
in light aqua for a 24 yard warp, 40” wide,
30 threads per inch, or 1200 warp ends.
This is $5.50 per lb. so the warp cost per
entire warp was $16.50. The cost per yard
was 69 cents per yard for 24 yards. However,
I'm going to figure the warp cost on 21
yards of actual finished material, and this makes
the warp cost to be 79 cents per yard.

For weft in 21 yards offinished fabricit took
4 1bs. 2 oz. of the 10/2 Emerald Green cotton,
and it took 2 lbs. 3 oz. of the 9/1 linen &
rayon. Thus, the total weft cost was $27.62
for 21 yards of fabric. The cost per yard for
weft thus comes to $1.32 per vard.

WARP COST PER YARD: - .79

WEFT COST PER YARD: — 1.32

FABRIC COST PER YARD: — $2.11
MERCERIZING:

WHAT IS MERCERIZED COTTON?
HOW DO YOU MERCERIZE COTTON?
WHY DO YOU MERCERIZE COTTON?

These are questions that I’'m sure few of you
know the answers to, and yet, most cotton
threads used today are mercerized.

Actually, mercerizing is a treatment for im-
proving the appearance of cotton and also for
improving the wearing qualities (perform-
ance). ' "

When cotton thread is immersed in a solu-
tion of SODIUM HYDROXIDE, cotton
shrinks and becomes “fulled.” This gives it
greater strength, a smoother surface, and a
greater acceptance of dye-stuffs. It also makes
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cotton more absorbant, and it reduces shrin-
kage to a minimum. When this treatment with
sodium hydroxide is applied to yarn under
tension it also gives added sheen or luster to
the thread. Actually, you can mercerize a con-
tinuous yarn or a woven fabric as a finish.

This process was named after the discoverer
of this process, John Mercer who discovered
it in 1844. This process was used very little
however because it did not offset the cost of
the yarn shrinkage. In 1879 Horace Lowe, an
English chemist perfected a process of mer-
cerizing cotton under tension and thus elim-
inating much of the shrinkage. It also helped
to control shrinkage and it gave a silk like
luster.

Actually, the mercerizing of cotton does
many things to the cotton fibers. The fibers
shrink with mercerizing, are rounder and
smoother and have a much smaller core chan-
nel. After mercerization, the yarn loses its fuz-
ziness, becomes smoother and more lustrous.
Also, the process of mercerizing does strength-
en the cotton, reduces shrinkage, makes it more
comfortable to wear by decreasing the shrin-
kage, makes it have more of an affinity to
dyes, thus reducing the amount of dye-stuffs
needed, and thus helping to produce clear,
sharp colors.

So when you read this and see what mer-
cerizing does to cotton, you can see why it is
becoming more and more popular to use this
cotton process on cotton threads.

Since this process for improving the quality
of cotton has been developed, the same type
of process using different materials has been
developed for linen and ramie, and other bast
fibers.

OLD HAMPSHIRE YARNS
for
Hand Weaving - Hand Knitting
Rug Hooking
Special prices on 16 ibs. and over quoted on re
quest.  Send 10¢ for a sample folder. Special

attention is given ic institutions and schools for arts,
crafts and therapy programs.

THOMAS HODGSON & SONS, INC.
_ Department Y
Concord, New Hampshire




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Why not advertise your old loom, duplicate equip-
ment, and other such items in this section. Price
per 5-line ad is $4.00. Payment to accompany your
advertising copy.
FOR SALE:
407, 4 harness loom, with stool and shuttle.
Plain Warp Beam. Complete for $65.00. May
be seen at Mary’s Antiques, Route 3, Box 213,
Oregon City, Oregon. Phone 656-0193.

SPEE-DEE CEMENT:

Once again available in the plastic, easy dis-
pensing bottle. Excellentfor glueing brokenwarp
threads together in one minute. Also excellent
for glueing samples to keep them from unravel-
ling. Price is 80 cents per bottle plus 10 cents
postage. Robin & Russ, 533 North Adams St.,
McMinnville, Oregon

BROMA—THE CLEAR PLASTIC SPRAY USED TO
PROTECT REEDS, HEDDLES AND METAL ITEMS

FROM RUSTING.
This clear plastic can be sprayed on any metal
to keep from rusting. Has many other uses
around the home. Available in large, spray
dispenser can at $1.95 per can plus postage.
Robin & Russ, 533 North Adams St., Mc-
Minnville, Oregon

CORRECTIVE HEDDLES:

These easy to snap on heddles make it easy to
correct errors or to add an extra thread where
one has been missed. Available in 9”7, 10” or
12”7 lengths. $1.25 per dozen or 65 cents per
half dozen. Postage extra. Robin & Russ, 533
North Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon

LOOM ANCHORS:

Use a set of our pressure felt pads to hold your
loom in place and keep it from moving. Re-
move the plastic cover from the top and bottom
of each of these pads, put one under each of
the 4 corners of your loom and they will not
move one inch in a year. Canbeused on wood,
linoleum, tile and concrete floors. Set of 4
loom anchors $1.50 plus 10c postage. Robin
& Russ, 533 North Adams Street, McMinnville,
Oregon

STEEL WIRE WOOL CARDS:

For preparing wool for handspinning, we sell
many of these steel wire wool cards. The price
is $5.00 per pair, plus postage. Robin & Russ,
533 North Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

FOUR BEAUTIFUL WOOL TWEEDS:
These tweeds are all $3.20 per lb., and the
colors are striking — and are listed below.
1. Heather Grey — Red, Yellow, Green flecks
with 3500 yards per lb. :
2. Heather Pink — Deep Pink and Pumpkin
flecks with 2100 yards per lb.
3. Light Green with aqua and dark green
flecks, 3500 yards per lb.
4. Light Tan — with flecks of yellow, green,
red, white — 2900 yards per lb.
Available on % lb. spools, Robin& Russ, 533
North Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon.

IN STOCK:
48 colors Swedish Linen. (Color cards 50c).
Fabri and Afghan. (Color cards 35c) The
Handweavers’ Workbasket. Box 829, R. 1,
West Chicago, Illinois 60185.

THE STITCHES OF CREATIVE EMBROIDERY:
This excellent book on stitchery is available
at $7.95 plus 20 cents postage. Just published
a short time ago, this has been one of the best
ten sellers in the non-fiction class several places
in the U. S. Robin & Russ, 533 North Adams
St., McMinnville, Oregon.

TRIP COUNTERS FOR COUNTING TURNS OF
WARP BEAM.
These little trip counters have a reset key, and
accompanying them are directions for mounting
on theloom. Price is $7.95 plus postage. Robin
& Russ, 533 North Adams St., McMinnville,
Oregon

REEDS OF MANY SIZES IN STOCK:
We have just received a shipment of 4 dent, 5
dent, 6 dent, 8 dent, 10 dent, 12 dent, 15 dent,
16 dent, and 18 dent reeds. We will custom cut
them to the length you need. These are 5” out-
side height, and any length you desire. Price de-
pends upon length. ROBIN & RUSS, 533 North
Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon

HEDDLES IN STOCK:

We have 97, 10” and 12” flat steel heddles in
stock all the time. Price is 2 cents each up to
300, and over 300, price is $1.65 per 100.
Available for immediate shipment. Robin &
Russ, 533 North Adams St., McMinnville, Ore-
gon

BAG HANDLES IN MANY TYPES IN STOCK:

Write for a free listing of the various hand-
bag tops and handles that arealways available.
Price varies according to size of handle. Free
brochure upon request. Robin& Russ, 533 North
Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon

40/2 COTTON IN NATURAL AND WHITE

MERCERIZED THREAD.
16,800 yards per lb., available on 1 lb. cones,
this sells for $2.85 per lb. for the 40/2 mercer-
ized natural and $3.10 per lb. for the bleached
white mercerized cotton. Available on 1 1b.
cones. Postage is extra. Robin & Russ, 533
North Adams St., McMinnville, Oregon

OUR NEW ALL PURPOSE SHUTTLE:

This shuttle has been made especially for Robin
& Russ Handweavers. It will take one of the
41, plastic bobbins, two of the 3” wooden
swedish bobbins, or one of the 6%4” paper quills,
or one of the 7” aluminum spool type bobbins.
Made of all birch and maple and nicely fin-
ished, this shuttle sells for $4.50. The plastic
bobbins are 20 cents each, or $2.00 per dozen.
The 3” wooden Swedish bobbins are 15 cents
each, or $1.50 per dozen. The 6!,” paper quills
are 50 cents per dozen, and the 7” long alumi-
num spool type bobbins are 50 cents each.
Robin & Russ Handweavers, 533 North Adams
St., McMinnville, Oregon.




The Weaver’s Marketplace

THE NORWOOD LOOM
has
A new chain tie-up. It is made of non-
kinking chain, is very quiet, and is very
easy to change the tie-up on the loom.
$3.48 extra on all 4 harness, & treadle
looms. Conversion Instructions are avail-
able for those now using cord tie-ups.

The Norwood Loom Co.
P.O. Box 272 Baldwin, Michigan

Study BOBBIN LACE MAKING

The Scandinavian background of Mrs. Berggreen,
her pride in doing a job right makes Mrs. John
Berggreen an expert in her field. She also teaches
Tapestry Weaving, and other types of Handweaving.

For information, Write to:
Marie Berggreen
1814 De La Vina St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

NEW!II

Functional Overshot by Grace D. Blum
A basic source for modern designs.
Contains concise directions for weav-
ing almost any overshot threading, in
24 different methods and 32 woven
swatches. -

$16.50 per copy
Mailed prepaid when
check accompanies order.

Hand Weavers' Work Basket
Box 691, R.R, 1 West Chicago, lllinois

HANDWEAVING
YARNS and  SUPPLIES
A wide variety of distinctive yarns, de-
veloped especially for handweaving is
available for prompt shipment in quanti-
ties to suit your needs.

The Handweaver's Headquarters

Lily Mills Company
Dept. HWWW Shelby, N. C.
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