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A Word from the Editor

It is becoming extremely hard for us o
obtain articles about the weavers who are
well known for thelr work and craftsman-
ship or the weaving shops throughout the
country, so we would appreciate any sugges-
tions that vou, our subscribers, might have to
offer, as to persons, places or shops that
vou might like to see written up in Warp and
Weft. We have made manv friends and
weaving acquaintances through it, and we
hape that vou have enjoyed it also.

Once  again  another busy month  has
quickly passed. We've started on another
200 vards of the jute for the leather and
jute hand-hags as one of the manvy projects
here in the shop. Also, while T'm wiiting
this. I'm still working on the sample that
will go in this issue of Warp and Wefr,

We also have started another interesting
project, a huck variation weave, using ramie
and metallic for place-mats, and it will he
a future sample in Warp and Weft, During
this past month. we have also worked out
samples  for  two  ather fuilure  projecs

for Warp and Weft, One will he a verv in-

Poge 2

teresting, open, lacy, baby blanket, and the
other will be an upholstery material in an
unusual overshot technigque from one of the
English books that we import from England.

At present, we've been stvmied on our
multiple harness projects, so we don't have
anything to tell vou about them.

We're still working on the card-weaving
project, and we now have more than 50
woven pieces, and so the hook is in the final
stages of preparation, preparatory to being
published. T surely do hope that T can finish
everything connected with this within an-
other month, that we might have this avail-
able as of the first of the vear.

As usual, we've had other wisits this
past month. A 10-day siege with the fly
seems to be my fate, and a wvearly occur-
rence. We also were very pleased to have
my parents visit us for a Zeweek period, and
still another event was a visit with the
WValley Handweavers Guild in Kaweah, Cali-
fornia, where T presented a program on
Card-Weaving and on Ramie o their
guild, Well enough of this month, and so
on to the rest of Warp and Wefi

Russerr E, Grorr, Editor

This Month’s Cover

An interesting wall hanging is shown on
this month’s cover. It features as warp a
linen thread, and linen and chenille were
used in the weft. along with small dowel
sticks, Quite interesting, the black areas do
not show up too well in the photograph,
but if vou will look closely, vou will see
thern.

This was woven by Bervl Ferguson of
Long Beach, California. This was one of the
pieces exhibited at the last Southern Cali-
fornia Handweavers Conference in Long
Beach, Calif.



LINEN OR FLAX (this 1s the third arti-
cle we have had on lnen or flax, and we
hope to have one more at a future date.

FLAX or LINEN, spun and woven todav,
is almost identical to that which was spun
and woven in Egvpt almost 3000 years ago,
It has grearer enduring qualities than anv
natural fiber except {or Ramic.

A feld of flax, in full Bloom. s a most
beawtiful sight to see, as it has a bright
beamiful blue flower. We ourselves woere
privileged to see this in Denmark about
It vears ago, and we shill vividly remember
it.

Heowever, it 15 the fiber. chiained from
the stem of the flax plant, which 15 wsed
for spinning, Manv peaple do not know i,
but this can vare gremly in coler and gquality,
depending upon the soil and climatic condi-
tions of the country,

In apprarance, the fiber is olten quite
long, fine in appearance, and is a light
buff color, Heowever, the swstermn [or retting
will cause the color o vary a great deal, and
this is particularly so of the flax from Canada
and Russia, where the short growing sea-
sons and difference in scll tend to produce
a much darker grev fiber rather than the
buff of the warmer climates,

To prepare flax for spinning, vou have
to cut i, Actually [or the longer fibers,
it would be better if vou pull it, as the root
tends o grow siraight down, and mmach
longer fibers can be obtained by using part
of the root 1o obtain thege longer fibers, In
Denmark, Sweden, Russ;i,a and other coun-
trics, much of this s palled by hand, but
in the USA, the flax @ cut by machine.
This 15 because of the high cost of labor in
the United States that we cut the flax. Thus
the lengih of the fiber of the lnen in he
1.5, 1s not as long as that [rom other conne-
tries, and so vou can alsa sav that the qual-
ity 15 not as good for this same reason,

After the flax 13 pulled, the next step s
Rippling. This iz actually the removing of

the seeds by pulling off the heads of the
plants. When you do this by hand. this is
done by dragging the flax stems or stalks
through a row of what looks like sharpencd
naile, In the U.5., once again, we think of
economy and cut these off by machine, thus
shortening the length of the fiber again.
Also, in the TS, flax is often harvested
before it normally should be, so that we can
use the seeds for flaxeseed oil, and for catile
feod, while in other countries, it is allowed
to grow and dry out a little longer, and the
seeds are primarily used for re-seeding only,

Then comes one of the most Important
stages of Hax preparation for spinning, Tt
i the Retting, or actually the rotting off of
the ouiside covering of the stem to get at
the fibers themselves, This Retting (as it is
normally called) also helps to separate the
fibers from the woody central portion of
the stem,

Bundles of flax are usually put in crates,
covered with straw and immersed in water,
and preferably in soft water if it is avail-
able, Retting in the river with flowing water
rakes longer than in a pond or stagnant
water, and of course the slewest retting
process of all is dew retting. This is putting
the flax plants in sheaves allowing them to
stand in the fields where thev grew. and
allowing the dew to ror off the oulside and
inner core. Retting takes abour 10 davs 1o
three weeks, according to the quality of the
Hax, and the temperature of the water it is
m. Dew retling takes as long as 6 weeks,
and vou have to make sure the flax does not
drv out. as if this did happen. the rorting
would stop. .

When ready, the fax bundles are 1aken
from the crates and they are quite soft. and
the fibrous sheath should ecasily separate
from the central woody portion of the flax
stem, You then remove the (lax [rom the
crates, open the bundles up, spread our in

{Caontinued on Page 7, Col. 1]
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A MINIATURE WHIG ROSE

TIE-UP DRAFT:

This is a multiple use fabric, We originally 4 | | X | X | X |
planned it that we might make a jumper for 3| i X | X | X
Robin and  Janice, but so many persons ) | X [ X - I X
have commented on what a beautiful bed 1% — X TXT —
spread it would make that we are zoing to | | I == : '
suggest it for that, and for drapes. 1 2 3 4 35 6
THREADING DRAFT:

4 X X X X X X X

3 X X X X X X X X

i 2 X X X X X X X X 1

i X X X X I X X X

SAMPLE:

WARP USED:

The warp used was the 20/2 Egyptian
cotton ina Chicory Blue Color, Tt has 8400
vards per lb. comes on ¥4 lb cones, and is
£3.00 per 1h,

WEFT USED:

Two weft threads were used, one for the
tabbv, and one for the paitern thread,

A, PATTERN THREAD wa: 2 18/2
worsted yarn. FABRI, with 4,800 yards per
b, 36.80 per b, or $1.00 per 2 oz skein

ar spool if less than T 1b. of a color 5 pure
chased. Color was WHITE,

E. TABEY OR BINDER THREAD was
a fine varn of Bernats, WEAVING AF.
GHAN. It has 7.600 vards per lb. and is
840 per Ib. or in less than 1 b, of a color
SL25 per cach 2 ox skein or spool, There
are 930 wvards per skein, The color of the
tabby or hinder thread was a dark green
valled SEA MOSS,

REED USED:

A 15 dent reed was used, and it was
steved 2 ends per dent, or a toal of 30
threads per inch. We set up our loom 40
wide, so that two pileces sewn down the cen-
ter will make a wverv nice bed-spread.
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More About the Sample

The miniature patterns are a particularly
enjovable phase of hand-weaving. It is al-
ways a pleasure to weave these, and even
though slow weavmg, there are many strik-
ing and pleasing patterns available. This
miniature is cailsd MINIATURE WHIG
ROSE, and i ome of those patierns re-
cduced to this size and published by Jose-
phine E. Estes. There arc 24 miniatures
in each of these wolumes and there are two
volumes  available. Thev are hoth  $3.50
cach.

While telling vou about this, I might men-
tion that we have a collection of over 100
miniatures, and we hope to try and pre-
sent one of these each wvear, or perhaps
sometimes 2 a vear.



The pattern in this month’s issue has
somme 64 threads in each pattern repeat, 32
of pattern, and 32 of tabby or binder thread.
After weaving a few vards, [ found myself,
that T could weave the complete pattern
with out once referring to the treadling
draft. to check and see if corvect, T was
surprised that T could remember a pattern
this long, but by establishing a definite be-
ginning and ending point, it reallv is quite
easy.

We normally do not use a cotton warp
and a wool welt, but we found that it made
our  pattern  much more  pleasing in this
particular sample. We found that using a
wool tabby and a wool pattern thread would
beat and pack together tighter, thus making
the pattern smaller and more concise, and
giving us the almost perfect circle we were
striving for in the pattern, We tried a cotton
tabby, and a wool pattern thread, and found
that this was not as satisfacory as when
both wefr threads were wool,

However, having both weft threads of
wool leads to another complication, and a
solving of this complication, Owver the past
7oor B years, we have sold manv temples
or siretchers, for use to control the width
of vour woven material, but this is actually
the first time that we have used one of
these continuously in the weaving of such
a fabric,

We had our warp, 40 inches wide on the
loom, With the elasticity of the afghan and
fabri used in the welt, we found that our
material was weaving too narrow, and was
only about 36" wide, which was we felt
much too narrow for a warp which was
originally 407 wide, So, we took a stretcher
or temple as they are sometimes called, set
it for 40" width material, and then used
it in the weaving of this sample, It took a
while o get used (o it, bur it eliminated
about 99427 of the broken selvage threads
we were having when we were not using it.
The wool weft was so elastic it was pulling
in to only 36", and thus causing the edge

warp threads to frav and break., After using
the temple, we found that this was no longer
a problem. Of course, we had an occasional
broken selvage thread (because of fraving)
but we would weave past it, and then put it
back in without tieing a knot in the warp,
and we found that this was the most satis-
factory method of handling the occasional
broken edge thread. When I'm writing this,
I've finished weaving approximately 10 vards
of a 20 vard warp in this pattern., and |
honestly  think that T would have given
up if it hadn't been for the temple or strewch-
er that T used, In other words, T'm osold on
the use of a temple or stretcher on some
projects. Most of these come so that thev
are adjustable 1o different widths, We sell
three different sives, A which is adjustable
from 13 to 24 inches, B, which is adjustahble
[rom 25 to " and C, which s adjustable
from 30 to 3" width material, It was the
B streacher that we used, and these cost
5450 each,

Another thing about this sample that 1
want to mention s the use of the dak
green afghan as tabby on the medium blue
Egvptian cotton warp, We found that this
enhanced the material giving it an overall
appearance  that the background is  blue-
green, with a white pattern, Many weavers
who have visited the shop while this project
is on the loom have commented on how
much mnicer this is than il T had used the
same color for tabby that 1 did for warp.
You might keep this in mind for a funure
project, and remember to use a medium
value color for warp, and a dark color value
lor tabby or plain weave on an overshot
prattern,

It is amazing to me that alter 5 vears of
Warp and Welt, and 10 vears of weaving,
that I find that [ am learning more and
more on the various projects we do now,
than I ever did in the first 3 years of
wWeaving.
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Cost of the Fabric

I've spent the last hour checking and
double checking these figures, and so here it
is. Enough material for 6 vards for a bed-
spread comes to approximately $22.50. This
would give vou a bed-spread of about 76 to
78 inches wide, and about 115 inches long,
This would allow enough for hems on each
end of your bed spread, and give you the
conventional sige of a double bed bed-
spread of 72 by 108 inches.

The actual cost per vard came to $3.70
per yard, the warp coming to 75ec per vard,
the balance of the cost in the 2 wool vamns

used,

More About the Fabric

Another reason why I'm sold on this ma-
terial as a bed-spread, or as drapes is because
the wool yarn has been moth-proofed, and
so vou would not have the problems that be-
set you when you have a wool bed-spread
or wool drapes,

Also, the other reason why I'm sold on this
material as drapes, s because T have found
hoth the Egyptian cotton and  particularly
the Bernat wool varns for hand-weaving, to
be as sun-fast and wash-fast as any varns
that can be had on the market today. We
wove a suit for Fobin almost 10 years ago,
and she is still wearing it, and aboul 3 or
4 months ago, we compared the colors in her
suit of 10 years age, to the colors on the
Bernat Color Card, We found that in this
10 year period, that as far as we could
seee, there had been almost no fading what-
soever, We have color cards of the 44 colors
in fahri that are available and the 16 colors
in afghan, and a ser of these costs us 3l
from the maulacturers, and vou can have
them at this cost if vou do not already have
samples of the colors available.
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Book Review

A new book has just been published for
those weavers who are interested in the use
of vegetable dyes and natural dyes for the
coloring of their varns rather than chemical
dyes,

This new book iz entitled “LICHENS
FOR VEGETAELE DYEING"” and it was
written by Eileen M. Baolton.

The book is primarily written with the
idea of helping handweavers to find and
identify the dyve lichens more easily, and
to assist i the making of red and purple
dvis from these plants.

There are five beautiful color plates es-
pecially prepared so that you can see their
natural surroundings, and so that you can
compare their relative size, color and tex-
tures,

Not only does the book tell vou whers to
find Lichens, but there iz much other inter-
esting and worth-while inlormation ; as to
how to extract the dye from the plants, ac-
tually what Lichen 15, and much other re-
lated information.

The book secms primarily concerned with
those lichens which produce red and pur-
ple dyes.

There is a chapter devoted 1o the meth-
ods used to extract the dves from these
plants; another chapter also devoted to ex-
tracting the dyes from the plants using the
boiling water method ; and 6l a third chap-
ter giving all the possible information about
thee Lichen Plant, and where and when to
gather these plants. 1T you are interesied
in dyeing varns from natural plants, Im
sure that you will find this bock an ex-
ceptional bargain,

TITLE: LICHENS FOR VEGETAEBLE
DY EING.

AUTHOR : Fileen M. Bolton,

FUBLISHER : Charles T, Branford Co.

AVAILABLE : From Charles T. Bran-
ford Co,, or Robin & Russ Handweavers.

PRICE: 8330 plus 14c postage.



LINEN QR FLAX—Cont'd.

the grasz or field, and allow to dry in the
sun and air,

The next process in preparing flax for
spinning is Scutching, Handfuls of the flax
are beaten with a broad wooden hlade o
remove the woody matter from the fiber,
The waste from this process s called
“Scutching-Tow,” and in recent vears, meth-
ods have been developed of spinning this
waste, so that actually most of the flax stem
is used. Scutching Tew 15 considered the
poorest quality of linen available,

Mext comes the Hackling or heckling pro-
cess. This is the process of drawing a bundle
of flax through iron combs or heckles.
Heckles are made of blocks of wood with
long rom teeth. You find these of variows
sizes and are upright. The flax s normally
first drawn through a coarse Heckle and
then a finer ene, By doing this, vou clear the
fibers still further of the woody particles,
and thus you make the fibers ready for
spinning.

Actually for the linens of sizes 40,2 and
finer, most of the flax has to be hand-
hackled, while the heavier sizes arc machine
hackled. This accounts for the increased cost
in the finer sizes, and we were lucky in that
we were able to see the hand-hackling being
done both in Denmark, and then in the
U.5. in Oregen, where much of the flax
grown In the 115, 15 produced.

The longer, even fibers of flax are called
ling, and the shorter fibers are called tow,
and the very shortest as we have already
mentioned are called “scutching tow,

Flax line, when ready to be spun, is very
silky In appearance, it is soft, and usually
is a pale yellowish natural or buff color
Boiling of the fibers will make them still
lighter in color.

As we mentioned earlier, the flax from
Russia and Canada is wsually much greyer
than that we have here. This is due in part
to the soil, in part to the climatic condi-
ticns, and also in part due to the water
in which it was retted.

The Weaver's Marketplace

ATTENTION WEAVYERS: We are pleased te an-
nounce that starting with September, the
Shuttle Craft Bulletin is once again belng
edited and published by Harriet Tidball, the
former owner and publisher before it was
purchased by Mary Block. For further infor-
mation and subscription rates, write to Harriet
Tidball, The Shuttle-Craft Guild Bulletin, Route
1. Box 204-B, Lansing Michigan,

REEDS OF ALL SIZES are available frem Robin &
Russ, 632 Santa Barbara 5t., Sonta Barbara,
Calif. We have available 42" ouwtside width
reeds in &, 8, 10, 12, 15 and 18 dents per
inch. In the 5" and & eutside width, we have
4, 5 & 7,8 % 10,12, 15, 18, and 20 dent
reeds in any length wp te 72", Write for exact
prices,

BAMBOO RINGS FOR BAG HAMDLES OR TOPS
are once again available. &' in diameter, in
natural colors, these are 80c each, or %1.15
per pair. Robin & Russ, 632 Santa Barbara
5t., Santa Barbara, California.

KMITTING BAG HANDLES, 13" long, for 12“
wide openings for bogs. These are carved
handles, and are alse beawtifully varnished
and have a nice glossy finish. Made of hard
wood, these are $1.25 per pair. Available in
unfinished er natural weed colors ot 90c per
pair. Robin & Russ, 632 Sonta Barbara 5t.,
Santa Barbara, California.

DRAFTING PAPER: For the serious hand-weaver, an
excellent drafting paper with 10 square per
inch, heavy squares imprinted in each inch,
and it is printed on both sides of the paper,
so there is no waste. 51.35 per package of
100 sheets, or %5.75 per paockage of 50
sheets. Postoge om both 10e extra. Size of
paper is 8Yax11V:, exactly the same size as
the paper your Drafts & Designs is printed on.

SPEE-DEE CEMENT, An excellent moterial for the
handweaver is this cement, as you can glue
tegether a broken warp thread in the space
of 1 minute and have a strong thread again.
Small bottles 50c each, plus 10c per botile
shipping if just one or two bottles are or-
dered. Con be wsed for many other items
arcund the house, as well as on warp threads.

BROMA—A large cam of clear plastic spray ex
cellentr for use om your reeds, heddles, and
other metal loom parts te prevent them from
rusting. Am excellent material that ecan be
used for many other uses, Giant, i quart
size only $1.95 per can.
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The Weaver’s Marketplace

FABRICS FOR THE HOME

Hickman's newest falie with 28 outstandin
woven samples of drapery, uphelstery, an3
decerative fabrics, All are woven on 4 har-
nesses, are of a nonhmpol‘¢r'1' spirit, modern
in texture, and appealingly colorful. Complete
directions with helpful suggestions are in-
cluded.
$8.50 postpaid

ELMER W. HICKMAN

Route 2I-W Emlenton, Penn.

——

NEW  NEW  NEW

A fine 2-Ply Scotch Spun Worsted

8,800 yards per b,
On two ounce spoels
B Brautiful colors
$6.00 per Ik,

| Write for a free sample sheet of this new W-4
i Scotch Spun Worsted Yarns

HUGHES FAWCETT, INC.
P. O. Box 274 Dunellen, New Jersey

! ——

THE HORWOOD LOOM

I. Custom built, r
of Cherry. :

1. 217, 307, 40", O™

3. Rising Shed—See-
tional beam,

4, Multiple harnessos
and special looms
to order,

| B. Adapted to handi-

| capped by special

| rescription.

| & Felding models

Iy.
| “"¥ IHE NORWOOD LOOM CO.
| P. O. Box 272 — Baldwin, Michigan

NEWII!

Functional Overshot by Grace D, Blum
A basic source for modern designs,
Caontains concise directions for weav-
ing almost any overshot threading, in
24 different methods and 32 woven
swatchas,
$16.50 per copy

bailed prepaid when
check accompanies order.

HAND WEAVERS" WORK BASKET
Box 491, R.R. 1 West Chicage, Illincis
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