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A Word from the Editor

The 65 yards of draperies that we wove
for our customer in Chicago have been hung,
and we are very happy to have had pleasing
comments from several persons about them.

As a result of this order, we have received
another order for 75 yards of an all silk
drapery in exactly the same set-up. This
time, the warp will be a smooth 10/3 spun
silk, with 8400 yards per Ib. The weft will
be a slubby Tussah silk doubled with a 9/1
sun douppioni silk, both of these being
~ wound on the same bobbin, This time it will
be all in natural, instead of being dyed a
special color, as was the thread the last
time. I tell. myself, that if I work hard, that
I can finish this in 60 days, particularly
with summer vacation time coming, but only
time will tell. In any event, the silk warp
is enroute to us now, and we do hope to get
started sometime next week. These will be a
full 50 to 52” in width when finished.

We also just finished an interesting 6 har-
ness point twill ‘weave for our multiple
harness bulletin. This is more or less con-
sidered a 6 harness overshot, but the possi-
bilities of it have so intrigued us, that we
have set-up the loom, expanding this 6 har-
ness weave to an 8 harness weave in a some-
what similar set-up. For warp, we are ex-
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perimenting with a 20/2 spun rayon on the
skirts that we are making.

Incidentally any of you who might like
to subscribe to the multiple harness bulletin
Drafts and Designs, for the coming year. If
you subscribe now, we will send you an
extra two copies free of charge. Your sub-
scription will include the May and June is-
sues of this year, as well as all of the next
year’s issues. Subscription price is $4.00 per
year.

We did enjoy the Southern California
Handweavers Conference in Long Beach,
and we will have some very interesting cover
photographs that will be featured in the
forthcoming months. Of particularly great
interest to me was the surge in the popu-
alrity of the many “Tapestry Pieces”, and
Wall Hangings of different types.

It was also here at this conference that I
gave the talk on Ramie that I had been
working on for so long. I think that many
people were made aware of the many valu-
able properties of this not-so-common weav-
ing material. I know that I enjoyed working
on this talk and I feel that I myself learned
a great deal about this fiber myself, over
what I had earlier learned.

Another exciting thing has happened this
past month. We went on a weekend camp-
ing trip over to THREE RIVERS, Califor-
nia, about 20 miles south of Sequoia Nation-
al Park. The display of wild flowers in Cali-
fornia this year is of exceptional beauty, and
in some cases, we saw whole mountain sides
covered with white snow-drops, other slopes
entirely covered with Lupine, still others cov-
ered with California Poppies, Fiddleneck,
miniature Daisies, and with the purple Bro-
dea”, a member of the wild onion family of
flowers.

We made a tour up into the park, and
at-the lower levels of about 2,000 feét, spring
was in full bloom ; we went higher and high-
er until spring was finally just beginning, and-



still higher we camc into the many snowfields
of winter, We have been so impressed with
this area on our many visits over there, that
we came back this time with empty pockets,
as we made a deposit on a hillside acre of
land from which we could gain a view of
the snow-capped praks, and across the valley
the pinecovered hills arc a part of the view,
while directly below us, and in sound a part
of our view, the murmuring waters of the
Kern-Kaweah River flow by. We are greatly
excited by this, and hope someday, we will
be able to move there, for both home and
business.

If someone could weave all of the colors
that we saw in these wild flowers into one
. piece, it would be so bright and colorful that
many of you would not believe that so much
color could exist in sjust one little area of
nature. And too, we saw so many trees, flow-
ers and other things that I feel it would be
impossible to impart the feeling that these
views gave, even in a series of tapestries.

I often think that I should try to develop
a few of these sights into a fabric (tapestry)
but when I get to the shop and see the mail
and other weaving to do, this idea just
seems to remain an idea, and no action is
put to it. Perhaps some day!!!

kusserL E. Grorr, Editor

Book Review

This month, we arc pleased to tell you
about a new spiral bhound book entitled
Functional Overshot and it was written by
Grace D. Blum of the Handweavers Basket.

This folder is quite unique and outstand-
ing, as it gives you ideas as to how to weave
overshot in some 26 different methods. Not
only are there 26 different methods of weav-
ing overshot developed, but, THERE ARE
ACTUALLY 32 DIFFERENT HANDWO-
VEN SWATCHES, to illustrate each of
these different techniques.

Mrs. Blum states that this was written to
show that overshot weaving does have an
important place in handweaving, and be-
cause of the wide versitility of adaptation, ov-
ershot weaves should never be overlooked.

Among the many overshot techniques il-
lustrated by the woven swatches are such
overlooked ones as Spetsvav, Bound Weave,
Honeycomb, Shadow Weave Opposites, Ital-
ian Weave, Shaded Tables, and others that
some of us know, and some of us do not
know how to weave.

The price in this folio is quite high, but
this can be explained and understood, when
you see the work that has gone into the put-
up of this book. It would be particularly val-
uable to the student of weaving, who is in-
terested in learning the many ways of weav-
ing overshot that are illustrated herewith.

Tritee : FUNCTIONAL OVERSHOT

AvutHOR: Grace D. Blum

Price : $16.50 postage prepaid.

AvAILABLE : From the Handweavers Work-
basket, Box 691, R.R. 1, West Chica-

go, Illinois, or from Robin & Russ
Handweavers.

This Month's Cover

The cover this month is one of the wall
hanging tapestries that I mentioned were so
outstanding at the Southern California
Handweavers Conference.

This tapestry of an “Angel Kneeling at
Prayer”, was woven by Mrs. E. Napolitano
of 13087, Maltman Avenue of Los Angeles,
California. '

It was most beautifully executed, and as
you can see, was chosen by the judges as one
of the outstanding pieces in the show. Mrs.
Napolitano also wove another piece, and we
hope that we can show it on one of the fu-
ture Warp and Weft covers.
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Blue & Natural, Ramie & Linen Squares

TIE-UP DRAFT:

An interesting place-mat of Linen and Ra- 4 XX X
mie, in a huck variation, made on the loom 3 XX X
144 20 21 XX X

1] X X
1 2 3 4 5 6
THREADING DRAFT:

4 X | X X X

3 X X | X X X X SAMPLE:
.2 X "X X X
1] XX IX X X X

| Block A | Block B

PLAN FOR 14" PLACE MAT

A Block—®6 times 36 threads
B Block—1 time 14 threads
A Block—6 times 36 threads
B Block—1 time 14 threads
A Block—®6 times 36 threads
B Block—1 time 14 threads
A Block—®6 times 36 threads
B Block—1 time 14 threads
A Block—6 times 36 threads
B Block—1 time - 14 threads
A Block—6 times 36 threads
B Block—1 time 14 threads
A Block—®56 times 36 threads

Total No. of Threads 336 threads

WARP:

Two different threads were used in the
warp. One was a beautiful quality, 20/2
linen in natural color, and the other was a
16/2 Ramie in a light blue color.

WEFT:

The‘ZO/ 2 linen used in both warp and in
weft has 3,000 yards per lb., and is $4.40
per Ib.

The 16/2 Light Blue Ramie used in the
warp and in the weft has 2400 yards per lb.,
and it is $5.00 per lb., and the color is both
sun-fast and wash-fast.

REED USED:

A 12-dent reed was used, and it was dou-
ble-sleyed, 2 ends per dent, or 24 threads
per inch.
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TREADLING SEQUENCE FOR PLACE MAT:
A. Treadle 3, 4, 1. 2— using 20/2 Nat.

Linen. Then reprat 7 more times, making
8 repeats using 20/2 natural linen.

B. Treadle 3, 4, 1, 2 — using 16/2 Blue Ra-
mie. Then repeat 2 morc times, making 3
repeats using 16 2 Bluc Ramie.

Repeat over and over, for desired length
of mat. Be sure to end with the A treadling
unit at the end of your mat with the natural
linen, so that your mat is balanced at each
end. ‘

More About this Fabric

Notice the very nice sheen that the sample
this month has. We washed the fabric once
in the washing machine, and then after dry-
ing, we dampened it, and ironed it dry with
a steam iron.

The ramie tends to have a natural sheen,
as does the linen. This is a line linen, which
is one of the best quality linens available,



with a long fiber being used in the spinning
of line linens.

There is a fairly long float in this par-
ticular mat, but we do not feel that this is
detrimental in any way. There might be a
tendency once in a while to snag one of
these float threads, but if you ever examine
them closely, the old colonial linens, you
will also notice that they used the same type
of weave in many of their linens.

This weave is a combination of two dif-
ferent blocks of a huck weave, a single block
huck, which has three threads in one block,
and a triple block huck, which has 7 threads
in one block. Notice that the natural linen
is threaded in the single block huck, which
is 1, 2, 1 or 3, 4, 3, and the triple block is
in the 16/2 light blue Ramie, and these
blocks are threaded 7 threads per block in
1, 2,1, 2,1, 2, 1 or threaded 3, 4, 3, 4, 3,
4, 3.

Incidentally, did all of you know that the
term Huck or Huckback is a name that was
derived from the huckster, a foot-traveling
dealer, who carried his pack of linens on his
back, and who peddled them from street to
street. His specialty was normally a fabric
with a threading draft similar to the one
that we are using in this sample.

Also, this term is used very much today,
and you can go to almost any store handling
linens and ask for huck toweling, and you
will find most of it is in a single spot Huck
weave.

This weave is particularly good for towels,
table linens, and place mats, because it beats
up fairly tightly in the weave, and because
some of the weft threads float over three
warp threads, thus causing more surface that
will absorb water, to be exposed to water or
any other liquids.

Also, I might mention that if we ironed
this linen, as they do the linens in Scandi-
navia, ironing them with just a slightly warm
iron, or even a cool iron, and ironing the

linens until they are dry, you will find that
they take a much higher sheen and luster
than if they are just washed and dried, and
pressed.

A Huck weave is essentially a linen weave,
and usually natural or white linen, and some-
times colored linen is used in most huck
weaves.

However, with the many new and tex-
tured threads that are available today, and
with different sleyings of the reed, to obtain
open and grouped warp effects, it has be-
come very popular in the weaving of drapes
particularly.

Also, another interesting feature about a
huck weave, is that it is normally a weave
that utilizes only one shuttle. Thus, it is a
little easier and faster to weave than for in-
stance an overshot weave, which almost al-
ways utilizes two shuttles.

Cost of the Fabric

Because of this weave, more thread is used
in a huck weave, than a plain weave. In
this particular place mat project, you will
find that 1 1b. of the 20/2 natural linen, and
Y, Ib. of 16/2 Light Blue ramie is enough
for warp for 6 yards of 14 width, and this
is enough to weave this length into 8 mats,
14x21, plus a piece at the end in runner
length, or about 14x28.

The 20/2 linen is $4.40 per lb., and comes
on tubes of about 1 lb. 2 oz. normally. The
ramie is 2400 yards per pound, or 600 yards
per spool, it would take Y2 lb. for use in
warp and weft. This is $5.00 per lb.

Cost per Placement

Linen for both a 6 yard warp, and weft
on same would be 1 lb. or $4.40.

Ramie for both a 6 yard warp, and weft
on same mats would be ¥4 1b. or $2.50. Thus
in all the 8 mats and one runner would cost
a total of $6.90 for 9 pieces of table linens.
This makes the individual pieces cost 77c
each. -
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SECOND ANNUAL BOOK SALE

MAIL ORDERS ONLY Sale Ends August 30, 1960

POSTAGE PREPAID ON ALL ORDERS. The discounts offered apply only to the books
that are listed below. Sale starts as of May 15, 1960. Discount Schedule as follows.

Payment is to accompany all book orders.

1. 10% DISCOUNT — on all orders up to value of $17.50
2. 15% DISCOUNT — on all orders of $17.51 to $37.50
3. 20% DISCOUNT — on all orders of $37.51 and over

LISTING OF BOOKS FOR THIS ANNUAL SALE

i
2.

Ul hw

7.

8.

9.
10.
.
12,
13.
14,
15,
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32,

. A HANDWEAVERS SOURCE BOOK, by Marguerite P. Davison..................... $ 8.00
A HANDWEAVERS PATTERN BOOK, by M. P. Davison —
excellent 4 harness patherns .o 7.50
. THE RECIPE BOOK, by Mary M. Atwater—excellent for 4 and 8 harness set-ups 8.00
. THE JOY OF HANDWEAVING, by Osma Couch Gallinger.......c.o. 6.50
. THE NEW KEY TO WEAVING, by Mary M. Black—excellent text................. 12.00
. RUG WEAVING FOR EVERYONE, by Gallinger & Del Deo —
excellnet book on rugs.. 6.50
FOOT POWER LOOM WEAVING, by Edward F. Worst,
good 4 and 8 harness patterns.................. 7.50
HOW TO WEAVE LINENS, by Edward F. Worst, good 4 and 8 harness patterns 5.50
ADVENTURES IN WEAVING, by Gertrude G. Greer. 12.00
MANUAL OF SWEDISH HANDWEAVING. by Ulla Cyrus 5.95
SWEDISH HANDWEAVING, by Malin Selander (this is 2nd book by Selander) 6.95
DESIGNING ON THE LOOM, by Mary Kirby—text in English ... 5.00
A HANDWEAVERS WORKBOOK, by Heather G. Thorpe....c.cooeeeeeeneneee. ... 4.50
SHUTTLE CRAFT BCOK OF AMERICAN HANDWEAVING, by Atwater......... 7.50
BYWAYS IN HANDWEAVING, by Mary Atwater............._...._..... . ... 8.50
DESIGNING AND DRAFTING FOR HANDWEAVERS, by Berta Frey... e 695
WEAVE YOUR OWN TWEEDS, by Roger Millen... ... 400
HANDMADE RUGS, by Kathryn A. Marinoff.____._._____. et nennn 1.75
HANDWEAVING FOR PLEASURE & PROFIT (A guide to 2 harness techniques) 4.95
DRESSING THE LOOM, by Ida Dean Grae. 3.50
SMALL WEBS, by Maja Lundback-Swedish book translated into English....._...... 4.25

WEAVlNG:v AND DYEING, by J. & R. Bronson (originators of Bronson Weave).. 5.00
HANDWEAVERS INSTRUCTION MANUAL, by Harriet Tidball

fexcellent for beginners) .o 3.00

WOVEN RUGS, by Ronaid Grierson.......ocoooooomiiiercceenee. 1.50
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF HANDWEAVING, by S. A. Zielinski .... 8.50
VI YAVER TILL HEMET, text in Swedish — excellent for drapes, upholstery._...... 3.75
TRASMATTOR OCH ANDRA MATTOR, text in Swedish, on rugs of all kinds...._. 3.50
HANDDUKAR OCH DUKTYG, Swedish text, on linen weaving—excellent............ 3.30
YLLEVAVER, text in Swedish—on weaving of all wools, plaids, scarves, ete....... 3.50
BAND—a Swedish text on small narrow band weavings 3.85
THE SETTS OF THE SCOTTISH TARTANS, by Donald C. Stewart.....o.ocoeeeeino. 12.75
PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN HOME WEAVING, by M. P. Davison....cccceccereieeeec 1.00

A MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM OF 10% DISCOUNT ONLY WILL BE GIVEN ON THE
FOLLOWING BOOKS WHEN ORDERED WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE.

AW —

FOUR HARNESS HUCK, by Evelyn Neher..... 2.50
. MINIATURE PATERNS FOR HANDWEAVING, by Josephine E. Estes, Vol. I..... 3.50
. MINIATURE PATTERNS FOR HANDWEAVING, by J. E. Sstes, Vol. 2 .. 3.50
. THE INKLE WEAVE, by Harriet Tidball ..o oooooooooooooooooeoeoeeeeeeeoeeen . 250
- INTERIOR DECORATING, THE HAND LOOM WAY, by H. Tidball........_._. 3.50

Deduct the proper discounts from your order and please send payment with order.

All sales final. No refunds or exchanges — California Purchasers include 4% Sales ax.

ROBIN AND RUSS HANDWEAVERS
632 Santa Barbara Street Santa Barbara, California
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These are the handwoven and
hand made bags of jute and leath-
er, which we are weaviné our
second 125 yards of Jute for. The
bags are leather lined also, have
a good strong clasp, and come in
black jute with black leather, and
in white, natural, or dark brown

jute with brown leather. The bags

are $24.95, postage prepaid.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

3/16 & 1/4" WIDE GOLD METALLIC, on original
metal spools, with no spool deposit. $1.50 per
spool, while it lasts. Robin & Russ, 632 Santa
Barbara St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

r

SPECIAL SALE

LARGE JOB LOTS
OF NOVELTY YARNS

from an established handweaving

RAW SILK, 2 ply, in two weights, a heavy weight
and a medium weight. Price is $4.50 per Ib.
Both of these can be used for warp or weft.

manufacturing business. All types
of yarns. Also for sale, 5 produc-
tion hand looms.

Free samples upon request. Robin & Russ, 632
Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

Also for sale is a Nationally known
sample line of handwoven drapery and
upholstry fabrics used by leading in-
terior decorators. )

SUPPORTED COPPER AND SILVER, lurex and met-
lon on metal spools. No spool deposit. Normally
sell for $3.50 to $4.00 per spool. On special at
$2.00 per spool while it lasts. Robin & Russ,
632 Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

For further information about the nov-
elty yarns, the 5 production hand looms
and the sample line of drapes and up-
holstery, write to:

HAECKEL WEAVES
P. O. Box 383 Goleta, California
Phone WO 6-7134, Santa Barbara

20/2 DURENE COTTON IN Natural. A special sale,
on cones of 2 to 3 Ibs. each. 100 Ibs. on sale at
$1.80 per Ib. Minimum order of 1 cone. Postage
is extra. Robin & Russ, 632 Santa Barbara St.,
Santa Barbara, Calif.

8/4 NATURAL CARPET WARP, on 2 Ib. cones. 100
Ibs. available. Regularly $1.40 per Ib. A special
sale at $1.00 per Ib. while it lasts. Robin & Russ,
632 Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara, Ccﬁf. : Page 7




The Weaver's Marketplace
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THE "NILUS"
Jack-Type Loom

. Folding Model

. Of Red Birch

. Rising Shed

. Five different
widths

. Includes reed,
shuttles, hook,
canvas aprons,
and three lease
sticks

For further information write to:

NILUS LECLERC, Inc., W.W. L'Isletville
Quebec, Canada

P. O. Box 276

In your next project, try some

WOODPECKER OR TWEED
imported from Scotland

A sample book of these yarns and
a listing of agents handling these is 50c
from:

HUGHES FAWCETT, INC.
Dunellen, New Jersey

THE NORWOOD LOOM

. Custom built,
of Cherry.

. 22”7, 30", 40", 50”.

. Rising Shed—Sec-
tional beam.

. Multiple harnesses
and special looms
to order.

. Adapted to handi-
capped by special
prescription.

. Folding models

ly. 5
°"™* YHE NORWOOD LOOM CO.
P. O. Box 272 — Baldwin, Michigan

l*’

NEWwW!!I

Functional Overshot by Grace D. Blum
A basic source for modern designs.
Contains concise directions for weav-
ing almost any overshot threading, in
24 different methods and 32 woven
swatches.
$16.50 per copy

Mailed prepaid when
check accompanies order.

HAND WEAVERS' WORK BASKET
Box 691, R.R. 1 West Chicago, lllinois
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