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THE BSECOND CHRISTMLS
by F. K. Foreadh

The reign of unconscicusness slowly geve way to the dim stir-
rings of intelligenece., Little Jesus, one year cold, was waking up.
Bleck obscurity - darkness - then a faint glimmer of light. Nothing
radient, glistening, or with form; simply the prsfszce to a shepeful
glow., But enough to ezecite curiosity.

From the outer room Mory the mother could hear if anything were
wrong, which was unlikely. Jesus was a peaceful sleeper. But now

little Jesus wes waking up; woeliing up in & three-room cabin: & three-

L)
m
i
]
b
j=
[ ]
v
(]

'_h
[w]
s
i_l‘
Lo
]
[
i
]
=
M
i3]
et
et
L—ﬁ
lal

-

reoom czbin in the darkn fe began to re-
cognize the light without much bustle on his peort, which is not unusual
for cn infont of twelve nonths. Unless elormed by sone sudden ia.sr-
ference from without, the senses of & child ascend silently through
stratum and ever-lighter strutun of uniknowingness tiil finally they
bubble gently to the surfoce of the conscicus. Aroused,no doubt, by

some abstruse Jerk in the mechinery of his tiny middle, Baby Jesus

(Con't. on Page 2)
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moved gontly ia his-ilittle crid --
the erib rude by the industrious

Joseph., Vith a stifled, inmpsreep-
tible yown, he pulled his rizht arm
cut from under his chest and rolled

over on his back. This demcnded

enother ycwn, then his eryes cpenecd.
Immensity! A vast universel

Without floor, without ceiling,

without walls. Only tremendous

distances in cevery direction. A
dreodful, unknown, terrifying world
without even a line of horizon.
Alone in spece - unknown space -
eclipsed, yet not cltogether black.
Joseph wes insistent on lecv-
ing him & night lemp. But cny boby

knows thot o night lamp, cspecially
& flickering oil burner, con bring
to life more intimidcting wpperi-
tions thin the nothingness of un-
aided night. Then, suddenly the
lonely universe was filled with
silent beings. Even by so small,
so immature an intelligence &s
Beby Jesus' these beings were per-

ceived, cpprehended. And is it

3

little wouder, ior ere we not born
in the ecluteh of rociel conscious-
ness? And do we not in those
wexing splinters of time, relive,
reinhabit the lives of men dced
these thousands of years?

Little Jesus, heir on this
plonat to a life heovily cendowed
by the shortconings, errors ond
sins of 2ll his myriad forefathers,
lay ewake in the outskirts o
darkness. And thougl he could
not, as yet, be held accountable
for the fact, he was also the
inheriter of that strong cord of
wisdon, beauty and love which had
needled its wey down through the
ages.,
in the terror

Thore

he ley,
of loneliness peopled with shapes.

It was

[T}

harély oossible for him
reelly to Kknow the shapes; but in
nis i1ittle undeveloped mind he
o5 oware thet they were there.
In that delicate undernind k- ded
dovn from the past, he felt thom.

All was stillness = sove for

an indistinet purr from the night

(Con't on Pugc 3)
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lemp., Then a sadden fliczer of
L1zZht ond o0 ) the shadows Liding in
the corners bounced to life. SBone-

thinz =pproached, came cloze., It

moved, bul those shapes were there.
They not only lingered over himn,
next to his delicate cheek, but were
at the same time at a grset distancs,
fer awey, which roused » wild terror
in Baby Jesus' poor little unarned
SOUl.
Flight was the only answer.

Nothing but fleeing into the dark-
gs8 could stamp out those feszlings.
And turning away, geeking cover, was
the only rlight poszidle to a2 baby.
He must put a stop to secing, and

50 be no longer thore. With &
stunted cry thei uttered hils soul's
alarm, little Jesus rolled sharply
over and buried his face in warnm,
goft cbsecurity. In the fleecy sofi-
ness of the new birthday pillow
{purchased that afternoon by the
never-forgetting Joseph) the baby
vurised hig whole being. He was not.

Nothing could seize him now. Those

strenge shapss coudd not reach him
in thibcousoling, warm, soft ob-
scurityv. No weonder that Joseph
had comnented on the luxuriocus
quality of the new pillow. It
certoinly wes scduecing in its
softress. BSurcly the child must
nave been uncemfortable on L =t
hard straw bolster of o thing!
Cut in the front room the two

purents were intent on thsir usual

vening cccupation., That iz to
say, Mary was weaving et her loom,
and Joseph sat motionless save for
nis rhythmic strckes with the file
on the saw he was sharpsning.
Mary was, at the momnent, endeavor-
ing to count out the required
twenty-Tive threads nocessary for
one wauva. And sxcept for an
occasional sceret roesllsetion of
the events of "that dey? of the
preceding year, she Was silently
filled with an enlightenment of
which few women are gifted. Sud-
denly she looked un. "Did you hear
anything, Joseph?" she turned to
ask her huszbengd,

(Con't on Page 4)



The Saaond M opdighnrs s
(Coniu, fiom Pous 3)

"Uh ... did you suy sonet hing,
1itsle pee-
mind with
reluctance from the besutiful cheir
he was planning to start carving in
the morning,

"I thought I hezrd the baby."

"I didn't," mumbled Joseph, his
thoughts already beck on the chair.

Llary paused, finished the weave,
whieh, she having miscounted, con-
talned only twenty-four threnidsa,
Then she gct up from ker loom, "I
den't suppese there's snything

wrong," she said tc herself, “but

s She went into the

A couple of minutes passed be-

fore she returned. Fer face wes
guite pale. "Nothing wrong, is
there?" inguired Joseph, who had
sensed her departure from the room.
He's all right now,® was her
brief enswer. BShe was a cuiet,

Prayerful woman, nsver known to

meke & fuss. Adjusting her stool,

she continued her weaving. But it
must not go by unnoticed that she

was, however, shaken up & bit.

sleeping room.

ile realized, esnd cerveinly would

never forgst, what e closc eall it

had besn. It is sltogether con-
coivable that she might have
merely noted with calm satisfac-

tion the way the child pressed

his tiny face into the soft pillow.
She night have walked out without

realizing that the new possession
=

in which he appeared to tazke such

corifort was actunlly smothering

him! But a flash of inituition

hz? 1&d her to turn his head,

—
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Then she had replaced the soft

pillow with the

(Reprinted with permission o.
the author, F. X. Forcandh,
and the publisher, Fellowship
of Reconciliation, Yew York,
through the courtesy of Dr.
Lewis A. Convis, llinister of
the Community Congregationsl
Church of Elmhurst, Long

Islend, New Yorik.)



SULLLEH AND WINTER DAMASKE PATTERN

IT you follow the trend toward "Junuary linen sales" your thoughts
may be turning toward weaving of linen damask for your "after the
aolidey" winter activity. For this reason we £ive you this month a
summer and winter block pattern. The sample we work in color so thet
Jou may more easily see the pattern. However, in all white or cream
Or grey and white it makes an exguisite formal damask. The pattern
is given for euach block. The pattern is repeated the number of times
necessary o give you the size blocks desired.

HRELDING TIE-UP
Block 1 Block B
X X z L & X X X 4
5] X s ] X X X 5]
* & X i 2 X X X &
x| i X4 X XX 1
! 1 2 5 £ 5 8
TRELDLE:
Block 1 = 4 -1 =4 -3 WiARP: 40/2 linen set 32 to
Blecek 2 = 2 =« 1«2 a5 ineh (2 per dent in
Tabby weave - Treadles 1 and 3 16 dent reed)
WEFT: Same as warp if
L slmplified treadling is possible desired
on Riszing Shed looms with the Heevier weight: 2¢/2
following tie-up: loose twist or 1&8/1
Block 1 = 5-4-5-5 Medium weight: 20/1
pa X X |4 Block 2 - 2-1-2-3
X X x 15 Tebby is 4 and &
XX X z or 1 and 3
X X X 1
1l 2 3 4 § 6
Blcocks may be threaded equal in size SAIPLE
or varied:
Blocks Varied _
I Z 1!2| T 2L =2
32x |18z gxfa:q 18x| l4x | 9x| 12x
I
This makes a lunchecn mat 142"
finished width as per sample,
It may be treadled as warpsed or
blocks varied in size in tresdlinge.

BDlocks Threaded Fquel in Size
1 2

2 1 2 1
€L 6K 6L 0%




WELVING WITH LINEN

Deautiful table linesns have
always been the mark of a good
nousewife. The modern, cusual
use of luncheon sets for formal
as well as informal occasicng has
probebly intensified the interest
in these beautiful little table
accessories. Handwoven linen
ranks as high in this field as
Irish gdamesk does for formel
banguet cleths.

In wecving with linen threod,
use g high tension for the werp;
the beat may be regulsted cecord-
ing to whether you wish a soft,
loosely woven msterisl, or
heavier, tightly woven.

A two ply twisted linen thread
for warp snd w single ply thread
for weft, mokes & smooth looking
nateriel. Do not attempt to use
untwisted thread for warp -- it
becomes roughened and breaks from
ths constant action of the beater.

After linen is removed from

the loom and washed, the thresads

seem to become unified cnd the

appearance of the fabric is great-
ly changed. It must zlwaye e
remembered that linen on the loom
is not nearly =o besutiful as it
is after it has been leundered.
For white linen, the water may be
quite hot, but for colors use
mild soap end lukewarm wuoter.
Linen fabrics have & higher gloss
end iron mere beautifully when
fairly demp.

¥ ok ok %

Mrs. George A. Reed of the
Des Moings Weavers Guild writes,
"We hove €9 members and are doing
gone very nices an? crective wrk.
Qur meetings are well attendcd
and we have good speskers."

Mrs, Merrill of Portland is
worping small looms for the Red
Cross and for the hoys to work
on in Vetersans Hospitel in Port-
land, ©s they cannot warp them
in bed.

We would like to let our
readers know what you and your

guild are doing.



LINEN THRELD HANUFACTURE

The manufacture cf linen
thread as 1t hes been practiced
for centuries is & very slow
process involving the rscovery of
the flax fiber from the flax straw.
Lfter the seeds have been separated
the straw is submitted %o a process
kKnown as retting.

Two nethods of retting have
been I .owmon use since the time
of the rheraohs. In water retiting
the strav is submerged in a pend or
river for 15 to 25 days, when de-
compositicn rots away the gur or
wax wWihich binds the fibsr tc the
pilthy stock., In dew retting, the
flex is spread out in an opsn field
fron D to 8 weeks and is decomposed
by the elements. he flax stens
are thep dried and passsed beivween
heavy fluted rollers, where the
weody matter 1s broken up into
small particles, later bsing sep-
arated _om the fiber. These
fibers are itreated and graded for

guality and finally spun into

thread for weaving.

He
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there has bean
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perfected in the U. 3. a new
process wilicih does away with these

slow operations of retiting, and
the Tiber is ready for spinning
in less than a day.

L S
SILLS BAYS:

In 1640 the General Court of
Conneeticut issued this order:

"Whereas yt is observed as ex-
perlence hath made mppeare, that
rich grewned within these liber-
tyes may be well improved in hemp
& flexe, and theat ye nmyght in
tyme neve supply of lynnen cloath
anonget crselves, and for the more
gpeedy preuring of hemseed. It is
ol'dered that every prticuler
Temlily within these Plantations,
shull preure & plant this present
yeare atv lest cne spooneful of
Englishe hernpseed, in- soms fruig-
ful scyle at lest a foote distant
betwixt eur seeds; and same so
plented shall prsearve and keep
in husbandly manner for supply of
seed for snother yeare.t

* * * *

Don't get too discouraged
about your trisls and errors.

Remenlber --

By adversity are wrcught

The greatest works of
admiration;

And ell the fair examples
of renown

Cut of distress end nmisery
are grown.

~ Samuel Daniel
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