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Summer Cottons

GEeRALDINE WoOODS

So often I have heard weavers say “I would love
to wear hand woven clothes, but am scared to
death to cut into them.” For that reason I have
planned this project specifically for the Timid
Weaver. I have purposely kept drafts and treadlings
simple—depending principally on color for interest.
With the wealth of fabulous colors to be found in
Lily’s cottons this is easily accomplished.

Let’s start with something easy, which requires
little or no cutting, to sort of bolster your confidence.
The perenially popular “peasant-type” skirt—
gathered or pleated to a band. If you do not have
the figure for one of these skirts, how about making
one for a daughter, granddaughter, sister, or that
favorite niece—or a daughter-in-law. In my opinion,
Lily Art. 114 Pearl Cotton, size 20/2 is a perfect
weight for these skirts.

For the first one I chose yellow and decided on a
very simple “round and round” border. On a 40”
loom I made two skirt lengths plus enough for a
waist band and a separate belt. When the weaving
is completed all you need to do is to sew the two
widths together and put in the hem. Then adjust
the length at the top—sew in a zipper and attach a
waistband of the required size.

Project number two is a skirt with a weft stripe
and it was made up crosswise of the finished fabric
—pleated all around. For pleated skirts I allow two
and one-half yards of material plus a piece for
waistband and belt.

With two skirts made you should be brave
enough to tackle a dress. The material I have
planned is a small check—small enough for the
“ample” figure, if that’s what you have. It requires
a minimum of matching, and I had a shirtwaister in
mind, but it would also make a good sheath-type

dress. The skirt can be gathered or pleated. The
bodice should be cut and constructed the same as a
commercial fabric. All seams should be overcast or
zigzagged. I used Lily’s Super-Sheen for both warp
and weft. And what I mean—it is really super in
every respect. Handweavers everywhere, who are
interested in weaving Summer Cottons should rise
up and give thanks to Lily Mills for developing
Super-Sheen for us.

Project number four again.using Super-Sheen—
is a large block plaid—for those who are fortunate
“figure—actively” to be able to wear a plaid of this
size. I would like to warn you to put on an extra

yard of warp (at least) because it will take more for
matching.

For the in-between person we offer a small plaid
—very conservative except for color. It is a regular
plaid—no “up” or “down” so matching will be quite
easy. Maybe I'm in a rut—but I used Super-Sheen
again. After all, I've waited a long time for a thread
like this for weaving summer dresses. And now that
we have it I aim to use it.

When I started this I thought I would plan just
five projects; however, a friend wanted a 10-harness
fabric with a small “all-over” figure. I took the draft
for project number five and moved every other spot
from harnesses 3-4-5 and 6 up to harnesses 7-8-9 and
10. Then tied on a warp of one color. Super-Sheen
again! After adjusting the tie-up for the 10-harness
draft I wove the material with a lighter shade. Just
one shuttle, and with no change of color it went fast.

In each of the four lengths I wove I found that
there was more “take-up” on the loom than I would
expect with a 20/2 warp; however, when the ma-
terial was laundered there was practically no further
shrinkage—about 1 to 2 inches in 6 yards.



Project ... Skixt ... . By . Geraldine Wood Hand Weaver

Source ... Weave . Overshot pattern . Monk's Belt
Warp _Lily Art. 114 Pearl pents in Reed . 16 Thread from.. A __to..B X 106
CottonZO/ZYellow404 ______ Ends per Dent,m__,___;__z,' ....... ___Thread fromﬁ?‘, to____(_?_‘_._.X ....... l
Pattern Weft _Lily Art. 114 _ Total Warp Ends 1280 Thread from to.... ).
Pearl Cotton 20/2 Colors 40"

#501-522-1261-655-459 . Width in Reed 49" Thread from. ... to.... X .
Tabby ....Same as warp Width Finished ... 38" Thread from.._ .. to X
NOTES _Put on an extra yard or two and experiment with other color.

Write draft and draw-down below - Staple sample on the back
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Project Skirt By . Geraldine Wood Hand Weaver

SOULCE oo Weave 8 harness Twill p oy

Warp _Lily Art. 114 Pearl Dents in Reed . 16 Thread from. & to. B _x. 91

CottonZO/ZTaupel43l _______ Ends per Dent 2 Thread from. B _to C X . 1

Pattern Weft Lily Art. 114 - Total Warp Ends 21280 Thread from........__ to..._.. X

Pearl Cotton 20/2, White i ] 40"

anid Black 441 Width in Reed. . *Y "~ Thread from .. . to. X _ . .
11

Tabby - Same.as Warp.. .. Width Finished .. >0 _ __ Thread from . to_ . X ..

NOTES e
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Project ... ..Dress Yardage . By _Geraldine Wood Hand Weaver

SOUree .o Weave 8 harness Twill pattern __ Hound's Tooth

Warp Lily Art. 215 Super- pents in Reed. .- 15 Thread from. A to. B _x 100

Sheen 50/3 Colors #54(0) Ends per Dent...3. =3 - 2 _ Thread from. ... to..... X .

181(x)

Pattern Weft Same Total Warp Ends_ 1600 Thread from.__.___. to. .. X
...................... aswarp Width in Reed_ 40"  Thread from...__to... X ..

Tabby . No tabby Width Finished .....38'" ____ Thread from...__. to X

NOTES: .2 s B A e o i L T T
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Hlustrated on right figure on front cover.



Project Yardage for dress By Geraldine Wood  Hand Weaver

Source ... . S Weave Tabby and Twill poyern
Warp Lily Art. 215 Super- pents in Reed .. .12 Thread from.. A to C X 6%
Sheen50/3Colors\i’iggg Ends per Dent.4-3-4-3 etC.Thread from A to B X _1x
Pattern Weft . Same Total Warp Ends 1680 Thread from ... to....... X ..
.......................................................... Width in Reed.... 40" Thread from.....to.. X .
Tabby . Same Width Finished . ..38" _ Thread from. to . . X . ,

Although I put this on 8 harnesses because I had them available,
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6 lustrated on background plaid panel on front cover.



Project Yardage for plaid dress By Geraldine Wood Hand Weaver

Source ... Weave . Tabby Patteilrn Small twill spot
. where dark threads cross
Warp L113;Art2158uper- Dents in Reed . 12 Thread from.......... t0. X
Sheen 50/3 Colors:#55- 4 -3 et
9 - }) C. ( A B 40
L e — Ends per Dent"'iIZ"‘p“e‘i'"i’néIi' Thread from =% to. 2. X =Y.
Pattern Weft ._.Same as warp __ Total Warp Ends. 1680 . Thread from to..... X
1
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Width in Reed40 Thread from_______to......... X
S . .. 38"
Tabby —...=2ame____ Width Finished .......2° . ... Thread from.... . to X
NOTES: .. This plaid may be woven in tabby on two harnesses.. Il used. .. . ..
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, six harnesses to put a_small spot where the darker threads. . ...
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Hlustrated on left figure on front cover. 7



Project ... Yardage for dress By Geraldine Wood  Hand Weaver

SOUrCe oo Weave  Tabby-Twill  pattern . .. ...
Warp Lily Art. 215 Super- Dents in Reed . 12 Thread from A to B X
Sheen 50/3 Hunter Grn 95  gp4s per Dent 4-3-4-3-€tc.Thread from. ... to._.__ X
Pattern Weft _ Lily Art. 215 otal Warp Ends.. 1680 _ Thread from . to.... X
Super-Sheen 50/3 . . 40" ¢ ¢ X

Nile Gia 184 Width in Reed 4! ” - Thread from.......__. O X
Tabby - eee Same Width Finished ... 38" Thread from... to. X

NOTES: . If 10 harnesses are not available this could be threadedon . .

__ the right colors it is a good men's shirting. )
Write draft and draw-down below - Staple sample on the back

] %
a - = =
| | | BRRELIR 1 1
i i jEEE RN S‘S
HEN 1 T S
L A 2] RI ozl (el Tl T T ) ] el Al 2] a7 ]
HRARDBEAEN ARGENRNENENENENENEIRIEOEDRNERIROR JROENAEDEN
¢ ! } L . [y
Sox H.vedds ; . n
|
|
2 b 1
z?mr X I
as warped} | - | - i
® L4 * »®
9 Y . . .
L] L ] (] o
i 17 L4 L4 L4 [
-+ | L . e o
-.;"‘\ | n. . o.o
§ ‘r”' [ 1.. » 'u .
! - i 4 {.L - e [ [o o e
4 s | ] . » ] . L4
L | ' J ain CATAIN
i///// 11 H NEAEICY 11419
| T ~—i T
; e N0 WERYING YRRNS ! .
% ‘ '
| i
| i
‘ . - \ L
o /
& o
| DrQe€ o
; S L] L Je @ ele -
. ~
AND s R ADQUARTER
LN
[ ] 1 [ 21l
]
!
I
]
]

8 Illustrated on center figure on front cover. Printed in U.S.A. 10M-7-61



