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PHILADELPHIA — THE TEXTILE CITY OF THE WORLD.
Tae HISTORY OF THE SILK INDUSTRY IN AMERICA.
The Wm. H. Horstmann Co., Inc., has the unique of firmness, thrift and industry, soon brought deserved

distinction of having been the first Si.k Manufactur- reward. Each year witnessed a su-bstantial increase
in the volume of business, and while they were yet

comparatively young men, the enterprising proprietor
admitted his older sons William J. Horstmann and
Sigmund H. Horstmann, to an interest in the concern.
_In 1840 the firm style was changed to Wm. H. Horst-
mann & Sons, and five years later the senior Horst-
mann retired from an active interest in the business.
In 1852, owing to the steadily increasing require-
ments of the trade generally, it became necessary to
remove the mills and sales rooms to greatly enlarged
new quarters at the present location at Fifth and
Cherry Streets, where the nucleus of the present ex-
tensive plant was established in newly erected buid-
ings. Since that time it has been necessary to make
frequent additions, until the plant now covers several
acres of floor space and affords employment to
an average force of 600 operatives. The death of
Sigmund H. Horstmann in 1870 was followed two
years later by that of his brother, William J. Horst-
mann; and in the interval between 1872 and 1893.
when the enterprise was incorporated as the William
H. Horstmann Company, the business was conducted
under the active management of F. Oden Horstmann
and Walter Horstmann, sons of William ]. Horst-
mann. The former died in 1834, while Walter Horst-
mann has been president of the Company practically
the entire period since its incorporation in 1893.

Wimn. H. Horstmann.

ing Plant established in America, the management of
the firm having rested with one family for a century.

Not only carrying the distinction of the first silk
mill of note established in America, as well as being
one of the largest silk manufacturing houses in the
United States, it is interesting to mention that it was
the founder of this concern, Mr. Wm. H. Horstmann,
who in 1824 introduced the first Jacquard loom here,
his son, Wm. J., in turn designing and building the
first power loom for weaving narrow ware fabrics in
this country, simultaneously with its adoption in Swit-
zerland.

The founding of this extensive concern dates back
to May 1, 1816, when William Henry Horstmann,
a native of Hessen Cassel, Germany, landed in this
country. He settled in Philadelphia and commenced
the business of passamenterie. He had learned the art
in Germany, traveling from place to place and work-
ing at the trade as the regulations then in vogue in
that country required. After completing his appren-
ticeship and attaining his majority, Mr. Horstmann
visited nearly every European country and in this
way became proficient in every branch of the manu-
facture of passamenterie.

When the late William Henry Horstmann began
business in 1816, he then accupied rather small q
ters at 55 N. Third Street, but intel'igent and well
applied effort, supplemented by the foundation traits

e Wan. f. Horstmann.

It 15 an unusual

It 1 record in the commercial world
to find an enterprise continuing under the active man-
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agement of members of the same family for nearly a
century, and it is perhaps just as remarkable to find
its present affairs being directed by men whose aver-
age term of service is nearly forty years. Mr. Walter
Horstmann, the president of the Company, can point
to a connection with the house covering more than

Plant—Fifth & Cherry Sts.

thirty years; Mr. Samuel Eckert, the vice-president,
has had a connection of even greater length; Mr.
Henry Freund, the treasurer, has a half-century of
continuous service to his credit, while Mr. H. Mec-
Manus, the genial secretary of the concern, became
connected with the enterprise some thirty-five years
ago.

As to the business of the Wm. H. Horstmann

Sigmund H. Horstmann.

Company, little needs to be said, as the enterprise is
too widely and favorably known to require any intro-

duction in this connection. In addition to the mi'ls
and main offices at Fifth and Cherry Streets, Phila-

Waiter Horstmann.

delphia, branches are also located in New York,
Boston, Baltimore, San Francisco and Detroit. Euro-
pean offices are maintained in Paris, London, Berlin,
Vienna and Lyons.

Among the class of goods manufactured by the
concern are military equipments, society goods and
regalias, flags, banners, theatrical goods, narrow tex-
tile fabrics, knitting yarns, fancy goods, small wares,
upholstery goods, carriage cloths, laces, etc. That
the facilities controlled by this concern are not sur-
passed in this country, is shown by an incident, that
at the outbreak of the late Spanish War, it was to
the credit of Philadelphia to be the only city in the
United States able to meet the requirements of the
Government for equipping the troops put in the field
with National and Regimental Colors. Proposals had
been widely invited, but when the time came for open-
ing the bids in New York City, there was only one
had been presented, that of the William H. Horst-
mann Co., Inc., of Philadelphia.

The wool and woolen schedules of the new tariff
were given the approval in the main of the National
Association of Wool Manufacturers at its forty-fifth
annual meeting in Boston, Feb. 2.

Officers were elected as follows: President, Wil-
liam Whitman. Boston; vice-presidents, Charles H.
Harding, Philadelphia: William M. Wood, Boston;
Frederic S. Clark, North Billerica, Mass.; secretary
and treasurer, Winthrop L. Marvin.
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NEW DESIGNS FOR CARPETS. which is a treatment of apples and plums wijch cor-

The accompanying nine new designs for Carpets resp!:mding foliage, and a centre of subdued diagonal
have just been patented by William Murray Morton, trellis ff)rmcd by a small leaf.

of Hastings Square, Darvel, Ayrshire, Scotland. Design C comprises a border formed of large
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roses and convolvulus, and a
up of sprigs of the same flowers.

Design - comprises a filling formed of two large bouquets of tulips,
interlacing trellises, a broader trellis formed of centre made
peonies ;11_1(1 clematis :m(l_a smaller or l}nclcrmnc trellis Design D comprises a plain centre and a contrast-
formed of a treatment of the acorn. The border is a  ing border formed of large rose clumps
broad foliage band with a broad sprig margin. Design E : o

Design B comprises a border, the main feature of clematis

comprises a border formed of eraceful

iestoons, an inner border formed of a
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NEW DESIGNS AND FABRIC STRUCTURES.
Woven anp Knir Goobs.
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Fig. 1 shows an ornamental Design for Rugs,
lately patented by the Kilmarnock Textile Manu-
facturing Co.

Fig. 2 shows an ornamental Design for a Rug,
one quarter of the full design being shown in the
drawing. The same has been lately patented by The
Bigelow Carpet Company.

Fig. 3 shows an ornamental Design for Carpets,
also lately patented by the Bigelow Carpet Company.

Fig. 4 illustrates (on an enlarged scale) a new
knit goods fabric, the construction of which has been
lately patented by the H. Brinton Co., of Philadelphia,
It refers to the manufacture of Fancy Stockings,
whereby open stripes (lace effects) are produced.
The result is obtained on a regular circular knitting
machine, by providing a thread feed and a series of
needles in combination, with means whereby a novel
relative action between the needles and the stitches is
effected. After the completion of the leg portion of
the stocking. the open stripe work is continued to be
produced along the top of the foot of the stocking,
said open stripes being then automatically omitted
from the bottom portion of said stocking, and which
1S knitted in the regular full fashion. For further
details address the H. Brinton Co., Philadelphia.
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Lacquering and Lustring Machine: The object oi
this machine is to put onto the fabric the highest possi-
ble lustre without imparting any harshness in touch.

The cloth in entering this machine passes partly
arcund a moistening roller, and in a damp condition
over (with its face against) three highly polished steel
rollers. The latter are hollow and heated from inside.
The cloth is brought with its face in close contact with
these three heated rollers by pneumatic cushion breaks
of a similar construction as explained in connection
with the polishing machine. The fabric is passed
either once, twice or three times through the machine,
according to height of lustre for the cloth under oper-
ation desired. If two or three uninterrupted runs of
the fabric through the machine are desired, the latter
is threaded for an endless run.

A good scroop can be imparted to cotton by means
of lactic acid or tartaric acid, even when the propor-
tion of the salt of such an acid which is added to the
bath or the proportion of partly neutralised acid
present in the bath is sufficient to avoid the tendering
of the on fibre. How much of the acid has to be
d or how much lactate or tartrate has to be
added depends on the nature and proportion of the
dyestuff used in the dyeing process, and on the propor-
tion of acid added to the bath.
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