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Philadelphia—The Textile City of this Country.

Public Dye and Finishing.

Philadelphia is not only the home of the textile in-
dustry in this country, but at the same time the largest

Mr. Jules A. Kervlé, Gen. Manager.

and most important textile manufacturing city of the
world, and this at the same time with the grealest of
varieties of goods, from a low priced cotton cloth to
the most exquisite silken fabric, from the plain woven
fabric of the roller or cam loom to the most jntricate
constructed Jacquard weave. including also the spin-
ning of all kinds and varieties of yarns for home use
as well as for outside trade. ;
Philadelphia, also rivals any city of this country
with reference to the building of textile machinery,
and as to varieties of its build no other city comes near
it. This city also has the distinction of more individual
textile manufacturing concerns of consequence than
any other city in the world, in fact, more than any
other entire state of this country. With the exception
of a few of the larger plants, and such mills where
no dyeing and finishing of the goods is required after
they are woven, like carpets. rugs, etc., most of the
manufacturing establishments onlv weave their goods,
some spinning their own yarns as well hesides weav-
ing and have them finished outside their mills by
concerns known as Public Dyers and Finishers. There
are some-go of these plants in operation, the most
prominent of them is the Firth & Foster Co. When
it is considered that the approximate annual value of
the products of the dyers and finishers in this city
aggregate over Four Million Dollars, or about 1/10th

of the entire products of this industry in this country,
and that the Firth & Foster Company occupy a unique
position at the head of it, the extent of their influence
in the trade far and wide is readily seen.

This firm started in business in 1857, dyeing only

Bird's-eye View of the Flanl of the Firth & Fosler Co.

yarns in the skeins and warps. The total number of
hands numbered 235. In 1878 piece dyeing was in-
troduced, practicaliy a new plant added. The growth
of this branch was rapid and encroached so much on
the varn dyeing finally crowding the latter out en-
tirely thus getting the plant of to-day to be used

Mr. Albert Fosler, Superintendent.

exclusively for piece dyeing. The small army of em-
ploves on the pay roll now is quite in contrast to the
few hands employed then and the record of unbroken

business activity for over 40 years is an enviable one,
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They are able to turn out more dyed

| fab- to dye colored silk warp Henriettas, and in colored
rics than any other concern in the same line of business silk and wool g ods cannot be L‘llll}\”L'(l in the market
and the capacity of the plant is about 40.000 pieces to-day. The firm has a number of specialties for
monthly averaging 40 vds. per piece or over one and which it has made a reputation. Amongst these are
the re-dveing of cold pigs as the trade terms them. In
this, unusual success has attended the Firth & Foster
Company. To the lay mind this term is one not
readily understood. Reduced to plain language it
means simply that where certain lines of goods in-
troduced on the market do not take as well as others,
they are sent to them to be re-dyed in colors different
from what they were originally. Thus a shade that
did not make a hit because of some change in the
fashion is converted into another in such a clever
manner and with such precision and attention to detail
that it is oftimes very difficult to detect that the goods
had been re-dyed.

Another specialty of this concern which attracted
our attention on our last visit to this immense plant
(and it took us just four hours to travel through it)
was the dyeing and finishing of Eolienne’s, a silk and
worsted fabric with silk as a base, and received in the
gummy condition. The finished results shown, for
brightness of colors and lustre, were marvels of the
dyer’s art.

A further interesting feature noticed by us was that
Peroxide Bleaching is the only bleachlng process
in use, entirely superseding the old sulphur-bleaching

&

Mr. Jokn H. Foster, President.

a half million vards of goods per month. To do this
a floor space of over five acres is required in the build-
ings located between York, Emerald, Boston Ave. &
Adams St., in the heart of Kensington.

As will be readily understood, the work done by
this immense dyeing and finishing concern is not
limited to Philadelphia products only, but they receive
goods from manufacturers, jobbers, and commission
houses from all over the country, New York commis-
sion merchants and New England manufacturers send-
ing large consignments. Lither the commission
merchant buys his goods in the grey, scoured, or fulled
and scoured state, and hands them over to them for
dyeing and finishing, or the manufacturer sends goods
on his own account. The reason for such a trans-
action, when considering that many of these mills have
their own dyeing and finishing plants, rests in the
fact that thev simply cannot produce results up to the
Firth & Foster Company standard, a feature readily
understood when taking into consideration that this
firm was started so many years ago by practical dyers
and finishers from England who have made this par-
ticular business a life study.

The fabrics which they handle are all wnol.l silk
and wool and wool and cotton piece goods. They have i ’
the distinction of being the n?ﬂv public (l)-'e—ho{lse in process, a feature “’IHC_I' explained 1119131331': lusctlls:.milrsl
this country which finishes cotton warp Serges and appearance of the various St)_llCS' of (ressh g?jol'cate
Ttalian Linings for the trade. They also were the first ~cream and pastelle shades, bringing aut the deli

M. Edward Firth, Vice President.
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[ GEORGE W. CHAPIN

TAPES,
LACE EDGINGS

229 CHURCH STREET 23l
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

N. Y. Office, 350 Broadway

COTTON YARNS |

BRAIDS, THREADS |

N2> <

R. E. SCHNEEBELI, Res. ManagerJ

LUDWIG LITTAUER

Successor to Moeller & Littauer

Thrown Silk
Artificial, Shappe and Spun Silk
Domestic and Imported, Plain
Gassed, Mercerized and Polished Cotton
Polished and Glazed Threads
Mohair and Worsted
Tinsel
Turkey Red

109 GREENE ST., NEW YORK

Best Quality Harness Twine

3> <

The West Indies Chemical Works, Limited

Manufacturing Only the One Product

Pure LocwooOD
EXTRACTS

WE ARE ABLE TO GIVE YOU THE BEST
WORKS—JAMAICA, WEST INDIES

(where the Logwood Grows)

NEW YORK OFFICE, 26 CLIFF ST.

WILLIAM RYLE & CO.

Foreign and Domestic

Spun Silk Yarns and Noils

Domestic Thrown Silk of every de-
scription. _Fine Pure Dye Silks for
the woolen trade a specialty. Import-
ers of Furopean and Asiatic Raw Silk

54 Howard St. =NEW YORK

FIRTH & FOSTER C0.

DYERS and FINISHERS

OF PIECE GOODS EXCLUSIVELY

QUEENSBURY MILLS

H. HopcsoN, Pres. and Treas. Frip, Hopgson, Gen, Mgr.

{—M OHAI Rw;

FLYER Mohair Tops ALPACA
and AND

SPUN 4
Yarns for Weaving WORSTED
YARNS 3 YARNS
St el R Single and 2-ply

WORCESTER, MASS.

The best equipped plant for the DYEING
and FINISHING of fine wool and wors-
ted goods, also silk and wool fabrics.

EMERALD, YORK AND ADAMS STREETS

PHILADELPHIA

NEW YORK OFFICE : Silk Exchange Bldg., Room 702

A, L HOWARD, Prxs. axo Mak

ESTABLISHED 1566
HERDERT MIDGLEY, Surt.

INCORPORATED 1588

HOWARD BROTHERS MFG. CO.

MANUFACTURERS OF

CARD CLOTHING

Hand Stripping Cards, German and Domestic
Heddles for Cofton and Woolen Mills
Revolving Top Flats Remounted
Fillets Redrawn
PHONE 1070, LocaL axp Loxa DisTisce

44 and 46 Vine Street, Worcester, Mass.

QUALITY SELLS OUR GOODS
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WORSTED YARNS
RICHARD CAMPION

Selling Agent for
BRISTOL WORSTED MILLS
HIGHLAND WORSTED MILLS
THE FRENCH WORSTED CO.

300 Chestnut Street PHILADELPHIA

KILBURN, LINCOLN & COMPANY

LOOMS FOR
COTTON AND SILK WEAVING
FALL RIVER, MASS.

The number is ever increasing.
There is a good reason why.

SCHAELLIBAUM

The grid with a comb is getting
in general use all over the coun-
try. It does the work. You get
better cleaning and lose less
cotton in the process than by
any other grid. : : : : : :

The ROB. SCHAELLIBAUM CO.

288 Dyer Street, Providence, R. L.

THE GRID
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CHEMICALS AND APPARATUS]
FOR THE DYE TRADE
J. & H. BERGE

Best Bohemlan Chemical Classware and Cerman Porcelain.
C. P. Chemlicals and Reagents, Chemists' Supplies of all kinds.

95 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK

National Prosperity

TEXTILE MANUFACTURES

(From Latest Census Reports)

J Value wool manufactures, twelve months . .

$381,000,000

Value cotton goods . . . . . .+ = . . . 450.000,00u

Value hosiery and knit goods . . . . . . . . 137,000,000

Value silk manufactures . . . . . . . . 133,000,000

Value Flax, hemp and jute manufactures . . . . 63,000,000
Dyeing and Finishing textiles . . . . 51,000,000 ||

Total value textile manufactures . . . . $1,215,000,000

= F. G. LENTZ & CO.
* Designers, Card Stampers
and Harness Builders

FOR ALL TEXTILE FABRICS

Mascher, Waterloo and York Sts.
Both Phones PHILADELPHIA, PA.

KIP ARMSTRONG

COMPANY

Manufacturers of the

HA Electrical
Warp StopMotion

and other

TEXTILE EC“N“MYDEWCE

New INVENTIONS in

Mechanical Texfile Devices
p ke/oped d Exploifed.
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The Sipp High Speed French Quiller Patented

The QUILLER that Will Produce More

GOOD QUILLS
IN LESS TIME.

Than Any Other QU[LLER Made

34 of the raw silk quilled in the United States is
wound on these machines, aside from their use for

soft silk and cotton yarn.

Prices and Circulars on Application to

RELE
Sipp Electric and Machime
——— Company———

Keen and Warren Streets and Ene R. R.
PATERSON, N. J.

WEIMAR BROTHERS

MANUFACTURERS OF

Tapes, Bindings and Narrow Fabrics

2046-48 AMBER STREET
PHILADELPHIA

WHEN QUALITY COUNTS WE GET THE ORDER

Cuts in this Journal are a sample of our work.

ESTABLISHED 1869 INCORPORATED 1906

The Whitaker Reed Co.

MAXUFACTURERS OF

LOOM REEDS OF ALL KINDS

“*Royal"” Ring Travelers, Mill Wire Goods and Heddles

Worcester, B - Mass.

Cost and Accounting Systems

Periodical or Casual Audits

Consultations and

General Accounting
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JACOB K. ALTEMUS
Est. 1865

2824 N. 4th St., Phila., Pa.

Builder of Textile Machinery for handling all kinds of yarns,

tapes, etc., by reason of the knowledge, skill and vast experience in

the manufacture of the various fabrics, the machines required in the

successful operation of the various departments at the lowest possi-

ble cost; is in a position to give advice regarding the increasing

of efficiency in any department or machines along these lines.

It has always been the aim to command confidence and respect

in business relations and by constant attention to the products and

hard earnest work it has gained the appreciation of the trade

through the principles of confidence and square dealing.

If you are interested in increasing the efficiency of your plant,

or some department or machine, write me and I will be glad to take

the matter up with you. Ask for descriptive list,
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LOOMS

FOR WOOLENS, COTTON, SILKS

AND ALL SPECIAL FABRICS

DOBBIES, JACQUARDS, WOOL COMBS

PRINTING DRUMS, REPAIR PARTS and SUPPLIES

CROMPTON & KNOWLES
' LOOM WORKS

WORCESTER, MASS. PROVIDENCE, R.]I. PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Southern Representatives—.ﬁLEXJ}NDER & GARSED, Charlotte, N. C.
Foreign Representatives—HUTCHINSON, HOLLINGIDORTH & CO., Ltd., Dobcross, England
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