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THREADS = THE WEAVER'TS MATZalaLS.

THE SELECTION OF YARNS AND THREADS WiTH wHICH TO WEAVE 1S ONE OF TME MOST IMP-
ORTANT PROBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT THE WEAVER, 4ITH THREADS ON OUR LOOMS WE BUILD TkE
FABRICS OF DIFFERENTY TEXTURES ACCOSDNEG TO THE KIND AND SIZE OF THREAD WE UsSE A How
CLOSE IT 18 SET IN THE REED,AND WHAT KIND OF WEAVING TECHNIQUE 1S EMPLOYED,

THE QUALITY OF THIS FABRIC MAY BE THICK OR THIN,SOFT AND PLIABLE,HNARD AND B0-
ARDLIKE ,DULL OR SHINY ROUGH OR SMOETM, TEXTURE, THE'FEEL OF A CLOTH, IS AT PRESENT
AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN M@OERN TEXTILES, IT OFFERS A WIDE FIELD FOR EXPERIMENTATION
TO THE MANDWEAVER, WEAVERS SHOULD ALWAYS SE ON THE ALERT TO TRY OUT AND USE MANY
OF THE NEW SYNTHETIC YARNS AND THREADS WHICH MANUFACTURERS ARE NOw DEVELOPING,

SEVERAL FACTORS CAN MELP US DECIDE WHAT YARN OR THREAD TO USE, THESE WILLGUIDE
US TO MAKE THE SELECTION FROM THE GREAT NUMBER OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF MATER|AL NOW
AVAILABLE, THME FIRST THING TO CONSIDER IN SELECTING A THREAD,!S WHMETHER IT 1S SulT=
ABLE TO THE USE OR PURPOSE OF THE TEXTILE TO SE wWOVEN, AS AN 0BVIOUS EXxAMPLE, WE
WOULD NOT CHOOSE A LINEN THREAD (F WE WERE GOING TO MAKE A WARM BLANKET,0R A woOOL
THREAD FOR GLASS CURTAINS, TMIS AT ONCE PUTS OUR CHOICE WITHIN A MORE OR LESS DEF-
INTTE LIMITATION,OUE TO THE INHERENT PROPERTIES ANDO QUALITIES OF THME THREAD ITSELF.

THREADS CAN BE CLASSIFIED AS ANIMAL, VEGEITABLE, AND MAN=MADE OR SYNETHMETIC.
THE ANIMAL FIBERS INCLUDE WOOL,HAIR,STLK,AND THE VEGETABLE; COTTON, LINEN, HEMP,
JUTE; ETC. WHILE THE SYNTHETICS INCLUBE RAYONS,LASTEX,CCLLOPMANE,AND MANY OTHER NEW
THREADS DEVELOPED DURING THE WAR. [T 1S NOT WY PORPOSE MERE TO GO INTO THE PHYSICAL
AND CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF TMESE DIFFERENT FIBERS,AND THE METHOGS OF TESTING
THEM. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF:EXCELLENT BOOKS #~ICH ALMOST ANY GOOD LIBRARY CAN SUPSLY,
"TEXTILE FABRICS™ BY ISABEL WINGATE,PUBLISHED 8Y PReNTicE~HALL 1937, oRr"TeExTILE
Fasrics AND THEIR Uselsy KaATHERINE P.HESS,ARE G000 REFERENCES, THE WINGATE BOGK NAS
AN EXCELLENT BIBILSGRAPHY IF ONE WISHES FURTHER STUDY ON THIS SUBJECT.

AFTER WE HAVE DECIDED WHAT WE ARE GOING TO WEAVE , ITS USE AND PURPOSE,wEf mMUST
CONSIDER WHAT 8| 2E AND XIND OF YARN OR THREAD TO USE TO PREDUCE THE TEXTURE DESIRED
FOR THAT ARTICLE. AND THIS XIND OF YARN ALSO MUST BE SUITABLE TO USE FOR THNE PATT=
ERN DESIGN AND THE WEAVING TECHNIQUE TO BE EMPLOYED TO WEAVE THE TEXTILE. ALL OF
THESE FACTORS MAVE TOC BE DECIDED BEFORE ONE CAN START TO WEAVE, IN OTHER WORDS , THE
TEXTILE NEEDS TO BE DESIGMED ,NO MATTER MOW SIMPLE IT 18,

THERE ARE GENERAL RULES,OR ONE MIGHT SAY SUGGESTIONS,FOR USES FOR THE COMMON
THREADS SUCH AS CARPET ware, 20/2 cOTTON, 40/2 LINEN ETC. AND MANY OF TMESE WAVE
BEEN GIVEN IN THE"NEWS"™ wiTH THE PATTERNS AND TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED TO WEAVE & SPECI=
FIC ARTICLE. BUT 1T HAS ALwAYS SEEMED TO ME TO B8E DIFFICULT TO FORMULATE RULES Te
FIT ALL REQUIRMENTS,wHICH APPLY TO ALL INSTANCES FOR THE USE OF ALL KINDS OF THREADS.
CHMBICES ARE OR SHOULD BE GOVERRED BY THE INDIVIDUAL TASTE OF THE PERSON wMO 1S G0 ING
TO USE THE TEXTILE,AND WHMERE AND HOW IT IS TO 8€ USED. SONE PEOPLE LIXKE TO WEAVE
WiITH COARSE THREADS,WHILE OTHERS PREFER FINE THREADS AND CLOSE TEXTURES. A TEXTILE
I8 NEVER USED ALONE. IT 18 ALwAYS "RELATED™ TO SOMETHING ELSE.AND IT CANNOT BE
JUDBED FAIRLY ALL BY ITSELF., I3 T TO BE DECORATIVE,USED AS AN ACCENT, OR ENTIRELY

UTILITARIAN IN ITS PURPQSE ?
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SxMIBITS 2% ~ANDWEAVING ARE VERY VALUABLE TO TME WEAVER WMO (S DESIROUS OF
LEARNING MOW TC USE THRZIADS FOR WIS OwN PRUJECTS, W ITH MY OwN STUDENTS | USEZ WOVEN
SAMPLES OF DIFFZIENT KINDS ANC TECHNIQUE ALL OF THE TIME. |T IS ALWAYS 0OF MUCH
MELP AND INSPIRATION TO SEE HOw SOMEONE ELSE HAS USEZD DIFFERENT KINDS OF THREADS
AND YARNS,AND THEN ONE CAN ACTUALLY SEE AND JUDGE FOR THEMSELVES WHAT THEY WISN
T0 DO. MANY EXMISITS OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF WEAVING ARE AVAILABLE Te HANDWEAViINgG
NEWS SUBSCRIBERS., | MAVE AN EXHIBIT OF WEAVING DONE EXCLUSIVELY ON THE HEARTHS|DC
LoOM,AND | AM ALWAYS GLAD TO ASSEMBLE A SPECIAL EXHIBIT FOR ANYONE,

HERE | woulLD ALSO LIKE TO STREBSTHE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING EXPERIMENTAL SAMPLES
OF EVERY TECHNIGUE AND THREADING DRAFT WHICH YOU SET UP ON YOUR LOODM. VYERY FREQUE=-
NTLY SOMEONE SAYS TO ME,™! HAD NO IDEA SO MUCH COULD BE DONE WITH THIS TECHNIQUE."
TRY OUY DIFFERENT COLORS,AS WELL AS DIFFERENT KiNDS AND SIZES OF YARN AND THREADS
IN THESE SAMPLEZRS, SAVE AND FILE THEM NITH FULL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MATER]AL
USED IN THEM. AL30 KZEP A NOTE=-300K. YOU CANNOT REMEMBER JUST HOw MUCH YOU USED AND
MOW MUCH THREAZS COST. WRITE THEM DOWN., A SIMPLE METHOD OF IDENTIFING SAMPLES OR
IN FACT WOVEN AARTICLES IS TO MARK THEM WITH STRING TAGS WITH THE FOLLOWING METHOD,=
46-1,CAN REFER TO THE FIRST ARTICLE WOVEN IN 1946, 46-2, THE SECOND AND SO ON.

IMPORTANT PART OF WEAVING., FOR A LARGE PROJECT WHERE A
SPECIAL EFFECT IS WANTED,IT 1S ALWAYS ADVISABLE TO TRY OUT A SMALL SAMPLE OF THNE
THREAD AND WEAVE AHICH HAS BEEN DECIDED UPON., THIS DOES TAKE A LITTLE MORE TIME
AND POSSIBLY INVOLYE A LITTLE MORE EXPENSE FOR THE THREADS. BuT THROUGH DOING THIS
YOU ARE SURE WHAT THE FINISHED ARTICLE wilLl BE LIKE. AND A LITTLE EXPERIMENTING
MAY GIVE YOU SOMZI ENTIRELY NEW AND DIFFERENT JDEAS, THIS 1S NOT A WASTE OF TIME,
EVEN THOUSH BESINNERS SOMETIMES MAY THINK SO,

MAKING SAMPLES 18 AN

WHATEYER THEIR USE AND PURPOSE,HANDWOVEN TEXTILES ARE OFTEN VERY LASTING AND
DURABLE FABRICS., “OR THIS REASON,ONE SHOULD ALWAYS BE SURE THE THREADS PURCHASED
ARE FAST TO LIGHT AND WASHING,!F THE ARTICLE WILL NEEZD TOo BE WASHED. GET INTO THE

HABIT OF READING THE LABELS ON BALLS AND SKEINS OF YARN AND THREAD YOU BUY, See
MANUFACTURER MAS TO SAY ABOUT HIS PRODUCT. MANY wOOL YARNS ARE NOW MOTH=

wHAT THE
PROOFED, LOOGK FOR THIS ON LABELS. ALSO LOOK AND SEE HOW MANY YARDS THERE ARE IN
THE BALL OR SKEIN YOU ARE BUYING,AND WHETHER THE MATERIAL 18 FAST COLOR OR NOT.

{F THERE S ANY DOUBT ABOUT COLOR FASTNESS OF YARNS AND THREADS,TEST THEM BY
WASHING THEM AND EXPOSING THEM TO THE SUN, KEEP A SMALL SAMPLE QUT, THEN COMPARE
THE WASHED THREAD TO THIS, SUCK TREATMENT MAY SAVE YOU MUCMH GRIEF, [T 1S MOST Dise
COURAGING TO HMAVE HOURS OF WORK WASTED THROUGH HAVING COLORS RUN WHEN THE FABRIC
18 WASHED AND FINISHED, | WELL REMEMBER A DOZEN HANDWOVEN GREEN ToweELS | DI1D FoRr
A SPECIAL ORDER, “HEN THEY WERE WASHED THEY ALL FADED QUT A DIRTY GREY WHICH NEVER
DID COME OUT,ANC “HE ORDER HMAD TO BE DONE ALL OVER AGAIN,

IT 18 GENERALLY BETTER TO BUY STANDARD YARNS OF RELIABLE DEALERS WHO STAND
BACK OF THEIR PRODUCTS, SUCH THREADS CAN ALMOST ALWAYS BE DUPLICATED IF MORE I8
NEEDED OR AN OROER 1S DUPLICATED. COLORS IN DIFFERENT DYE LOTS OFTEN VARY SLIGHTLY
SO IT 18 BEST TO OVER-PURCHASE WHAT YOU THINK YOU WiLlL NEED,RATHER THAN To F|GURE
TOO CLOSE ON AMOUNTS NEEDED FOR A DEFINITE PROJECT,AND THEN RUN SHORT BEFORE T

MAS BEEN FINISHED,

ANOTHER PROBLEM WHICH HAS TO BE DECIDED IS HOW CLOSE To "SLEY™ 0p SET A THREAD
OR YARN IN THE REED, ON THIS DEPENDS THE REAL SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF THE WEAVING.
o THE RESULTING TEXTILE SHOULD NOT ONLY BE SUITED 10 ITS USE AND PURPeSE, BUT IT
SHOULD ALSO BE OF THE RIGHT TEXTURE, HERE TOO THE VALUE OF A SAMPLE COMES IN. ONE
REED WilLL NOT 0O FOR EVERYTHING ONE WISHMES TO WEAVE. NEAVERS DIFFER AS TO THE S1I2ZE
OF REED THEY PREFER, OUR EXPERIENCE LEADS US TO BELIEVE THAT A 12, 15, anp 20 DewnT
REED ARE THE ONES WHICH ARE THE NOST USEFUL TO HAVE ON HAND. THME "NELLIE SARGENT
HoeHNSON™ LOOM 1S SOLD EQUIPPED wiTH A |2 DENT REED,WHICH IS SUITABLE FOR MOST RUQ
WEAVING SLEYED Wi TH ONE THREAD OF CARPET WARP IN A DENT. FOR A COARSER WARP,OR THE
CARPET WARP THREADED DOUBLE IN THE MEDDLES, EVERY OTHMER DENT OF THE 12 DENT REED
WILL GIVE 6 THREACS TO THE INCH. OR FOR FINER THREADS,2 THREADS CAN BE SLEYED IN A
DENT TO GI!VE 24 THREADS TO THE INCH. THUS A !5 DENT REED WiLL Give Th, 15, ano 30
THREADS TO THE INCH. AND A 20 DENT REED wilLL GIvE !0, 20, AND 40 THREADS TO THE INCH.
THESE S12E8 wilL 3E SUITABLE FOR MOST THINGS ONE wilLlL WiSH TO WEAVE ON A MAND LOOM,
ANOTHER THMING WHICZH AFFECTS TEXTURE 1S THME BEAT, SOME WEAVERS BEAT VERY MARD,AND
OTHERS VERY LIGHTLY. AS A GENERAL RULE WOOL YAANS ARE BEATEN LIGHTLY, 8uT OF COURSE
THMIS AGAIN WILL DEZPEND ON WHAT IS BEING MADE.
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WARP REP., WHEN THE WARP IS SET S0 CLOSE IN THE REED THAT IT COMPLETELY COVERS
THE WEFT,IT 1S CALLED A wWARP REP FABRIC, CARPET WARP SET FRoOM 24 To 20 THREADS

TO THE INCH wilLlL COVER A WEFT OF RAGS.

WEFT REP/ WHEN THE WARP |8 SET FAR ENOUGH APART S0 THE WEFT TMREAD COMPLETELY
COVERS |T WE HAVE A WEFT REP TEXTILE. "“HEN THERE IS EQUAL SPACING OF THE WARP
AND WEFT IN A FABRIC,THE WARP 18 SET SO THAT THERE ARE THE SAME NUMBER OF WARP
THREADS TO THE INCH AS THERE ARE WEFT 3SHOTS TO THE INCH,AND BOTH WiLL SHNOW EQU~
ALLY IN THE FINISMED MATERIJAL,

SUPPOSE YOU HAYE YOUR WARP ALL SET UP ON THE LOOM FOR A RAG RUG,AND YOU WANT
THE WEFT TO COVER THE WARP, |F IT DOES NOT COVER THE WARP wMEN YOU TRY IT OUT,
THERE ARE TWO THINGS YOU CAN DO. THE FIRST THING S TO CUT THE RAG WEFT FINE
ENOUGH TO MAKE IT COVER TME ~ARP, BUT THIS WILL TEND TO MAKE A LIGHT WEIGHT RUS,
THE ALTERNATIVE 18 TO SET THE wARP FURTMER APART. |F THE wARP Is SET AT |2 THR=
EADS TO THE INCH,SLEY EVERY OTHER DENT WITH 2 THREADS TO A DENT AND SKIP A DENT
WHICH GIVES 6 THREADS TO THE INCH. THIS IS AN IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE OF WEAYING AND

SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOCD.

lf THE CLOTH 1S SLEAZY,THE WARP S TOO FAR APART. THiS CAN BE CORRECTED BY USING
A HEAVIER WEFT THREAD,OR A DOUBLE WEFT THREAD IF THE WEFT IS TOO FINE. Or THE
WARP CAN SE SLEYED CLOSER TOGETHER IN THE REED. MANY TIMES WITK A NEW TMREAD,THE
ONLY WAY TO DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF THREADS TO THE INCH,1S TO TRY OUT A SAMPLE,
IF THE WEFT THREAD 1S PUT THROUGH THME SHED AND PULLED TOO TIGHTLY 30 THE EDGES
PULL IN,THE EDGE WARP THREADS ARE NOT ONLY APT To BREAK,BUT T MAY ALSO 8E IMP-
OSSIBLE TO BEAT DOWN THE WEFT CLOSELY. OFTEN THiIS IS THE REASON wHY TME WEFT
CANNOT BE BEZATEN AS CLOSE AS MAY BE DESIRED.

WEAVING WITH NATIVE MATERIAL S, THERE ARE MANY SIMPLE MATERIALS WITH WHICH ONE
CAN WEAVE INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL FABRICS, | SOMETIMES THINK PEOPLE DO NOT TRY
TO USE THEIR IMAGINATION ENOUGHM TO DEVISE SIMPLE WAYS OF USING SUCH THINGS, WE
USE A GREAT MANY CORN SHUCKS FOR PLACE MATS ON THE HEARTHSIDE Loou., THESE CaAN
BE DYED,BOILING THE SHUCKS UP IN REGULAR COMMERCIAL DYES FOR ABOUT 2 OR 3 MIN-
UTES,AND THEN ALLOWING THEM TO COOL IN THE WATER. RINSE WELL TO WASH OFF, THE
SURPLUS DYE,AND DRY., WHEN USING THE SHUCKS THEY CAN BE STRIPPED INTO TMIN STRIPS
AND PLACE IN THE SHED. ROLL THEM IN A DAMP TOWEL TO KEEP THEM DaMP, LAST FaALL
WE TRIED WEAVING TME QOLD WHMEAT STALKS,BUT THEY ARE RATHER SLIPPERY AND KWAVE A
TENDENCY TO SLIDE. BROOM SEDGE OR SAGE GRASS, GOLDEN ROD STEMS STRIPPED, AND
CAT TAILS MAY ALSO BE USED,AND SOME OF THE NATURAL COLORS ARE VERY LO®VELY,

How To Open & SkeiN OF YanN OR THREAD ., |T MAY SEEM STRANGE TO MANY OF YOU,TO
KNOW THAT SOME PEOPLE DO NOT KNOW THE CORRECT wAY TO OPEN A SKEIN OF YARN OR
THREAD IN ORDER TO KEEP IT FROM SECOMING TANGLED AND A NUISENCE TO WiND ON THE

SHUTTLE.

THIS IS VERY EASY TO DO IF YOU DO IT RIGHT., UNROLL THE SKEIN. TAKE IT ON BOTH
MANDS AS YOU WOULD TO MAKE A CATS CRADLE. LOOSEN AND PuULL IT ouUT, BY BRINGINQ
THE MANDS [N AND OUT,MAXING THE YARN TAUT THEN LOOSE. THIS MAS A TENDENCY TO
STRAIGHTEN OQOUT THE THREAUS, THEN CUT THE PLACES WHMERE THE SKEIN HAS BEEN YIED,
AND FINE THE PLACE WHERE THE ENDS ARE TIED TOQETHER. CUT THE EMDS APART, Put
THE SKEIN ON A REEL,OR OVER THE BACKS OF TWO CHAIRS IF A REEL I'S NOT MANDY,
WIND THE SHUTTLE DIRECLY FROM THE SKEIN,. WMEN FINISHED WITH THE WINDING AND
PUTTING THE SKEIN AWAY TWIST THE TWO ENDS TOGETHER AND YlE,TNEN TwWiST uUp THE
SKEIN AGAIN,AND TURN ONE END BACK AROUND THE QTHMER END.

SKEIN READY TO TIE ENDS A anp B,

TwisTiNg THE
SKEIN,

Cross enxpDs A anp B.
CARRY ARQUND SKEIN

AND TIE ARQUND THNE
BriNg ONE END THROUGM OTHER SKE N,
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