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Importance of Texture in lendweavizg,

_ Thseac§"are the essential csIructure of all woven textiles. 3y texture we
mean the rge- o? a rab;}c.‘;sllt'soft, smooth, ine, coarse, rcugh, etc. The
g;sfggttgggczfczaig fe::;;exasgzan:nf nlaces much fmphasis on texture int-rest

trer th on pas ern. as uauc‘eaxc;s,how can we tulld up originsl textures in
the -gbrlcs e weave on our lcoms ? There are & numuer of weys which 7 shell try
to point out. i

First, texture can ze achieved ihrcngh varietions of loom sonirolled <ech-
niques such a2s 3Iwills,simnle over-shot patilern,summer and winter technijgue, areckle
weeve etc, bul keeping these always sudbordinate to textural e* ect desi;ed:
the use of the “rée-wezTing technisues,ruch
as leid-in, sctenish weave, tatc in its varieé forms, lene wesves ete. Tut by
far, the mos:t important fact in 211 of this is,whet kind and sizes of threeds arnd
yarns &re to Se used. Textures zained throush the use of very csimple pattern,such

as twill, or even jusv plain weave tabby, cen be exciting, interssting, ani offer
a large oppcriunity for the development of new ané different texziles for modern

uses. and it has occurred to me many times that many weavers 3o not realize the

great possibilities which lie fin just the use of cdifferent kincs zand sizes of the

threaas with whish they weave, It is =y firm comficiion that i? hendweaving is to
follos the present nocern emphasis on simplicity of pattern, weavers nust stop

using recipes and treditional pattlerns,and go back %o the resl elements, threads,of

which cloth is constructed. Those of vou who have deen subscridhers for lisniweaving
News cver a ceriod of yesrs will note how very often in presnting & weevins tech-
piue or a pasiern, the emphasis has been not on the zopving 5° the specifi:c design
presensed,but on the development of the structure by which i< was &chieved. It has
always been =7 firm belief that the teaching 5f fundemental princinles is mueh
more important than running around collecting and using someone <lse's recipes,
The use to which 4 fabric Iis to be put sets up certain requirements as to thre

kind o?f thread which can be used,and how close to =et it in +he reed. Tor instance

material wovez for upholstery,needs to £i{1]1 certain definite uses different fronm

those of hats or bags.

Now just how are some of the ways we 2e8n use threads o? dif“erent kinfs and
sizes. First let us consider warps. In these days with so man restrictions on
threads, and the difficulty of obtaining them,manv peorle write me that thev do
not know how <Ihev are going to %eave at all,ther cannot get ennugh of anviring.
Have you ever tried to use up all your odds and ends of threads in s werp ? It
can be done,arc zost effectivly if you ere not afraid +o use some experimenting
and also ingenui<y, some coarse und some fine threads. Coarse thresds can bhe
sleyed one thresd in a dent,and fine threads seversl in a dent, elso Aents can
be skipped. In doing this there ere & few principles which it is hest to follow,
Colors can be zixed but try for either a cool or warm effect,vith perhaps just
an occssional =ccent or bright color. Or if all the werp is of brizht colors,
use & neutral cclor for all of the weft shots. To avoid a warp s+triped effect,
separate the different kinds or colors of thread #s 1t is being sleyed by using
other varn in hetween. For instunce in a recent warp,there were only twenty
‘threads of one xind und color. These were sleved at intevals in <he reed so 2s
to about eyually civide them ur according to the wiith, then other threads were
put, in between :in the same way. Vith combinutions of differen< threads in the
warp,do not ever mix wool with cotion, or wool with linen,unless you use ano<her
warp beem for <ne wool #arps. V0ol threads s%re%ch more than cottcn or linern.

Seccndly, texture cun be cttaine
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Veriazt:ons 27 n.8 of thru=czs and rurns w.izn can ne
Usec ze Ae-< zcsion, revon, wool, linen :f you
I recen=lv ocberined some net siraw,

heve some oL

verigeved cel_cchane, nylon

Ther there s <re manv new

availezle,»122 Ze as socn 4s
bl

~e, smooth eni crinkly revens etc.

nr-esads, which while they ure ncst vet
> the armed Por-ces ere met a2ni peace

is assured. <2h for suzh lec, seran, the vinvon end viznwvon T oand
r--lons, as welLl &8s new metal threzés of sluminum und alu=ss. They will all be
important. Hiztt now, lcok into the uses whlch cen re =mede of such thiznas as
pine needles, rerfie, corn shucks end cat-tails for roush textures, Finely cut
perceles or wecl plaid meterisis cen he zcst effective. Use combinaticns of
several fine <=reads to make one coarse weft., all of such materials cen bde used
as wefts on the Fearthside loom or on & floor loom. It !s most important to use
imaginetion, incenuity,and not be sfraid to try out and experiment with meterials
on the loom urzil the texture ané color e”fect desired is created. Now is a very
gooé time to use what you have and make 1% do.

As a help to stow what can be done with threads in this way, I will give some of
the texture eXceriments which some of my studentsat Viayne University have woven,
and wWhich #suni a place in the recent exhidit at the art Institute in Detroif.
1. On _the Hear:zhside loom. Materials for LHats and Bags. Warp coarse heige nylonm,
threaded iCG Sl-.%S, rine smooth grey rayon in holes of the heddle, Weft elternate
shots of shiny hat straw cream color and birhgt green rovelty rayon with a gold

thread in it.

2. Seme warp. $ shots grey raffis, 9 shots of rose raffie, 9 shots of dark blue
raffia. Repeat in same order. throughout for required length.

3., Same warp. cne shot grev raffies, one shot of creem color hat straw, cne shot
of lime yellow two ply wool yarn. nepeat for length desired in same order,

4. Black cerpes warp., One shot coarse ravon crochet chrée; such as is used for
erocheted bags, 1 shot of coarse black reron boucle] rereat rfor required length.

5, Dark wine cclored carpet warp. Wefts, 2 shots of dark wine color mercerized
cotton No.5, 1 shot dark red viclet Germaztown yarn, 2 shots DR mer.cotion No.5,
1 shot dark reé »affia, 2 shots DR mer.covton, 1l shot red yarn, 2 mer.cotton,

1 shot red raf®:a, 2 shots mer. cotton,l shot red raffis, 2 shots red mer.cotton,
1 shot red raf®ia., Hepeet from beginning ocver ard over for length desired.

6. Werp same as S, Weft 2 threads of a fine dark greyish red silk boucle', one
shot, 1 shot derx blue raffia, one of the silk,l blue viclet Germantown wvarn,

one of the silx, one raffia blue, 1 silk, one red violet Germantown yara, one
sho%t of the silixz,one shot dark blue violet rarn. Repeat from beginning over

and over for the required length.

7. Black warp 5c.20/2 cotton set 20 to the inch in the ‘reed woven on r four
harness loom. 7e”t,weave #" black zer.cotton No.l0, 13" dlack ravon boucle’,

#" mer.cotton tlack, 1 shot copper metal thread, 1 shot narrow bdlack leather
lacing, 1 shot zcpper, 4 shots black per.cottion, 1 shot copper, 1 shot leather,
1 shot copper, & shots black mer.cotton,l copper, 1 dleather, 1 copper. Hepeat
from beginning “or length desired. This is a vervy handsome piece to be used

for a large blacx beg.

8. Same warp as No.7. Weft one shot mer cotton black No.,5, 1 shot leather
lacing black, 2 shots shiny black hat stmaw, Repeat for length desired. This
leather lacing is the same as that used for lacing together leather for hend

made leather purses etlc.

9. Seme warp as lo.7. Weft fine wool plaid naterial cut 3" wide. This pleid
had white, soft dlue, and red brown in 1it, and was most attractive when woven.
Could well be used for upholstery or chair seat material,

These weavings mav sound very simple to do and they ere, but the effects are
axcellent as fer as texture is concerned. and those of you who wish to do
interesting materials,will I hope be stimulated by these,and try some for your
own use. Furthe-—ore such work is very difficult to copy exactly, if you wish

to do original weeavings.
As this sort of weaving is rather difficult to visualize, 1% occurs to me that

perhaps some of you might be interested in having an EZxhibit made up entirely
of some of these textureas. .»* =~ »=aw if this wnnuld he ¢ interest to vou.
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