T = == iz T K
fme £z == i f 5 ' f :
H i S8 2 T I2E R %
PATEEEEE A I
i\')R
T TETIEE, L S
§--,-::~§ Eem = =3 Sy -
= 3% =2 == £ = o
= = == B =® S '“',ﬁ
i N |
34
R - rollers
C - cords BRI
F - Harness Frames ; le
H - Heddles kA f *
L - Lamms { {
- i
T - treadles A e T
Choice of a Loom. Diagrem of Loom Tie-up

The choice of a loom is an important question. It represents & fair emount of
expenditure and is a more or less perxmanent iznvestment. There are many excellent

loczs being built,but which of these to select is often a d1f2izult problem. It is

hoped that some of the suggestions given here will be of some help.

l.Consideretion of the person who i1s to use the loom. This is the first thing to
be considered. Is the weaver small, large, in 2ull physicel heelth or handiczepped in

some way,and how o0ld are they ?

2. For whet kind of wesving is the loom to be used ? Is it going to be used for
the weaving of ell kinds of textiles,fine and neavy,as rugs end linens as well ?
There are looms which will weave both kinds of fabrics,but a loom to weave heavy rugs:

should be heavy end firm to stand much hard beating,while & lighter loom would be
entirely suited for linens bags, coverlets, e%c.

3. Locms for school use. In the elementarr schools,smell looms which children can
handle easily are most advisable Zor several -easons. No smell child showld work a
large heavy rug loom on account of their size. 2nd secondly the 20st of the varns to
operste & Tug ls generally much more than the averaae school child can efford,and if
furnished by the school these weaving supplies are expensive. 4 lerge floor loom in
the average public schecol room takes up too much storage space and &t best will keep
not more than two children,out of a cless of 40 or more, busy &t once. Small 12"
heddle looms tied into plaein wooé fremes are Inexpensive ané essy for children to use,
and can be stored into a small spece. The totel cost of these is only $3.75 each. The
amall 4 herness Structo No.240 loom is also very satisfactory for school use,and the

cost of this is only $10.00. For collese work both of these smell looms are excellent

for experimental sanples, the learning of different techniques,snd %o enable students

to become familiar with what happens with dif®srent kinds of yarns and threads when
woven., And they may be easily carried back and forth to school i? desired. The 20"
Jenness two harness loom at $15.00 is also an excellent lrom for school use too. In
any kind of schoecl work where there is room for several looms, it seems to me that 1%
is an advantage to have as many different kincés of looms available for student use

8s 1s possible,so they can become familiar with them,and know the good pocints about
each in comparison to their cost, and what they will do.

4. Other points to think about are the cost of the loom, hoW much space will 1t
require? Is it to be used in a small apartment, a large studio, Or & hobby room ?
Would it be an advantage to have 2 Zolding floor loom which could be eesily carried
in the ordinary space in an automobile ? In other words the kind of & loom you buy

should fit rour needs.
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§, Buv vour loc~ “ror a well estetlished resvonsidle firm, It {s easr Io izIa2rmine
whetner e compans is e reruteile Zirm or not. vcocessliocnally sometiing on Ing loom

mav need %o be rerleced,2lthough on & good loom this does noT hanpern cften. Sut if

i1t does herpen,mexe sure thest the lcom 1s standerd enough so 1T cen e rerlaced.l

know of one cormrpany who makes looms end 1t is a2lmost impossidtle to fet any perts foT
looms mede three or J.ur yeers ago,they meke & new exterimensal loom each rear,instend
of manufecturing a stendard loom they can stick to. a shori time ego seversl subscride:

sent me a clipping Zror e nevsceper conteining the statement that there was only gne
man in the coun*>y who mukes sstisfactory looms, that these were all maede - hend,
and thet he was s.ov on delivery beceuse he could onlr meke 100 looms & yesr., I was
asked if this were true., Now I do happen to know that this perticuler man does make

an excellent looz,and 1t is true that he mekes them by hand. 2ut sirply mexing them

by hend mekes tkhem no better then & mechine made loom from e mechanicel,use’ul,point

of view, e are _iving in a machine tool age end it is silly to sey thet & hend loom
cannot be built setisfectorily with machine tools. The loorm is »dullt to do handweaving,
and & macrine maie loom,provided it is built properly, 1s exactly es good s a hand
made loom &s Tar as the finished weaving 1s concerned.

6. Mechenically a loom snoulé be stirong,well built of seascned wood which will not
warp or crack undsr herd use. It should be good to look at = good in Jesign- and not
too fussy. And to be strong,it is not necesary to use e whole lumber verd to builld
it,some looms heve enough wood in them to build two looms,and are gif®iculs to trans-
port or even move at all. Zasy action of the hearnesses, lemms, treadlies,etc is very
necesery. These s2ould not be too heavy and clumsy, and should be easy to tie up and
ed just, and to keep in adjustment. The Scandinavian looms generelly use so called
"horses” tTo whiz- the harnesses are tied. These are difficult to keer in ad‘ustment

to meke & good weavi

ng smed for tne shuttle to pass through, rollers or some rigid
construcsion where the hernesses cennot move out of thelr proper place are =mcre des-
irable in =v owr orinion, Of%en also the gquestion of metal or sIring neddles through

which the threads pass ccmes up. String heddles ere cheaper and pernecs more romentic
but much more difficult and slower to thread than metal heddles, I have heardi the

stetement that =esal hed”les cut warp threeds. This does not 2aeppen often tc my xXnow-
power looms foTr even the finest febric,

ledgze,and enyway metal heddles are used on our

so I am sure thet they are more efficient on a hand loom alsc., Should the Loom have
a plein or a sectioned werp beem ? Some peorle prefer a plain beam 10 & sectlonel one.
But here again, it seems %o ne,that should be determined by the purpose and use of

the loom. For long wide warps the sectional beem is much easter and guicker 3o set
up,which is important where time 1s a fector in the weaving, Retchets end pawls which
control the winding up andé letting off on the warp and cloth beam should he of metal,
I recently saw e loom built with the ratchet of plywood,this Is not setisfzciory.

On one of my old looms which hes been in use for neerly twenty veers n=ow and on which
I have woven hurireds of yeris of ell kinds of meateriel, even the cest iron ratchets
and pawls are riuch worn %hrough continued use,wood ones would reve 2 %o be rerlaced
long ago. These metal ratchets and pawls are often the parts which sent ¢ifficulsy
when one wishes %o build their own loom. Loom slans for a 257,36" 42" loom mey

be purchased froc ¥rs. Zdna 3urcherd, 608 Grand 4ve, Oakland, Ceal.ané sre scld only
on the condtion that ell of the herdwere,aprons, heddles etc. necesary to build the
loom are purchased at the same time. This is an excellent service,? r then the builder
is assured of a good loom. If interested write for further informatior conceraing

this direct,to lrs. Burchard, though I would appreciate %t very much thet you mention
having seen this informetion in the News, i

Another questior which ofter comes up 1s "should loom treadles be hung from the

front or the back of the loom."” My own opinion is that the leverage is better when
they are hung from the back of the loom,but the folding Bernet loom hes thex hung

from the front,end they work well indeed.It is easier to find them withr ones feet

too when hung in the front. 3e sure treadles are wide enough for your feet end far
enough apart for the width of your feet,but they should not be too heavy as that adds
too much weight to the tie-ug an§ harnesses. Should a loom have four or six treadles?
I much prefer six myself,as I think it i1s bothersome to weave with both feet 2t once
And it always seems as though I can weave much faster when the tabby treadles are )
tied separately for the plain weeve, But this too mey be a metter of personel choice
Structo table locms of course have no treadles,and the harnesses are hung iz the loo&
frame so they are always in proper adjustment. This is a great advantage where inexpe-
rienced students are using the loom. ‘"eaving results are more sure of a goo¢ shed )
on these looms too,for there is no way they can get out of edjustment. The smaller
Structo looms are easy tc carry around and to store. Afolding floor lcom mar have

some adventages worth considering also,and these should not e overlocked.

Fey
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7. Seconcé Tand Looms.A word of ceuzion o the novice concerning the nurchase of
a used loom. unce in awhile 1t is tocsible to f:ind tThese used loczs &8s good as a
new one. 3us verr often such & purchese 1s not en economicel one tscz2use of the fact
thaet it =ey be dif2icult to repair or replace e missing or broker rart. Some looms

are sold because they are hard to xeer in proper adiusiment. It is best o consult
some one wI0 Knows something about looms belore buying & used locz.

2ifferent E
loom in prefcz
of some types

s of Looms. It is not my purpose %o edvocste any cne perzicular
ce to another,but to try to point out some of the distinct advantages

compared to others.

1. Two Harness Looms. Tre most beesutiful textiizs in the worlé have been woven on
a two herness loom, as for instance tapestries of ell kinds,beautiful textured fabrics,
knotted rugs etc. But,and this is important, the simrler the looxz <he mcre and greater
the need for the weaver to be skilled in his knowledge of the free weaving techniques,
and the choice of suitable colors in yarns ahd threads,in order thet he mey intelli-
gently use his loom as a tool for the production of unusual hanéweaving. “echnique is
4 -~

very importent,for until certain fundementel techniques are acquired one cannot truly
create in color on the loom with thresads.

A) Picture frame looms,an adartation of the primitive loom such as the Navajo
Indians s%ill use today for the weaving of their blankets. And the same which the an-
cient Peruvizans used for all of their very wonderful textiles, A descrirtion of this
type of loom andé how to set 1t up has been given in Handweaving lews for July 1936,
and 1937. This loom is simple but does require patience and skill in order to handle
it well. Eowever it 1is not beyond the average person if he is willing to take time

FEE.P

enough to use 1%t,and learn how to overcome scme of the mechaenical 2dif¢iculties due
to the simrzlicity of the loom.

- -

B) Sizctle Zeddle looms composed of holes and slots cen znow be ne2d for +3.75 com~-

plete with shuitle,leash sticks and freme to tile them into. These elso ere en adaptation
of primitive looms used by many peorles all over the world. These zre 12" wide and

can be used to lezrn all of the frese weaving techmiques,and are useful 2or adults

and simple enough for school chiléren to use also. They are simvle,inexrensive, take

but little storage space,and can eesily be carried back and forth to sckhool if des-
ired. Eearndweaving liews leaflets have contained rmuch information or how t0 use this

type of locm. IZ anyone 1s interesied in having these there are esbout 12 leeflets

which perzein to <his which may be purchased for $3.50 if desiredld.

To weave 20"wide, the Eeddle Loom made by A.D.Jenness, ?2 Roxbury noed,New Britain
Conn, is very satisfactory indeed, Cost of this is $15.00. This is a very sturdy,
well built loom with ratchets and rollers,and a loom wnich one person cen wearp alone.
It 1s very sasy to use and presents no difficultiss for a beginne>.

C) Two harness floor Looms. There are a number of very satisfectory floor looms
available. Many persons using these are entirely unaware that they can weave anything
with these looms except reg czrpet or plein weave rugs, on cerpet werp. 3ut they can
weave many other beautiful articles if they would take the time and make the effort
to learn about other techniques and other materials. Reed Mfg Co,Spring®ield,Ohio
maekes a very good 2 harness floor loom to weave 30" wide for $30.00. Other firms are
making these also,but IThave used this one and know it to be entirely satisfactory in

every wey.

2. Four Farness looms. Can be had in many kinds, both table and floor looms. It is
often advisable to consider space requirments of some of these looms espe~ially when
trying to decide what width to buy, and whether to buy a table loom, & fviding loom,
or just a floor loom. In my own classes I like to have students have the opportunity
to use different kinds of looms so they can make their own choice as to what suits
thelr own needs best, For table looms,I have used the Structo for many years and find
it very satisfactory indeed. These table looms come in sizes from 8" up to 30"weaving
width now,and cost from $10.00 to $85.00 for 30" 8 harnesses. The No.240 Structo can
be had in eight harnesses for $15.00 now also, which increses the range of usefulness
of this 1litile loom,one of the best for beginning students that I know of. The quest-
ion often comes up as to whether to buy a eight or a four harness loom. I® you wish
to go all of the way in the technique of handvweaving, an eight harneess or a 10 is
advisable, buz of course not necesery if vou just want to do the “ree weaving techniques

If you have further questions concerning looms, I should be glad $o hear “rom you.
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