Some Notes on the 1940 New York Worlds Fair,

Connecticut Craftsman Society, and

NHational Conferencs of Handicrafts at Peanland,N.C.

The purpose of this issue Of the News is to bring to you scme inforzation
ehout some of the interesting places which I visited this summer while on my vacation

and to point out I0 you & few of the importact high lights as I see them.

Pirst le: us s+top for a short time =2t the New York World's Fair,and see what
they hed to offer o interest to the weaver. i short distance from the enirance to
the grounds wes the bullding of the W.P.A. Federal Arts Froject. In the entrsnce hall
of tzis building were two fairly large pieces of tepesiry,both of which
attention. 3oth of *these were woven by Maja ilbee of the California Art Troject,end
were designed by the artist Hilaire Hiller, lne of these tapestiries wes celled “"The
Surrender of Corawallis,” and was woven of trigat blues, reds, white, with soxze gray

as well ss yellow. It hed & considerable feeling of design end patiern to &e, and was
quite modern in its whole effect. The other :tiece called "The Forrest” used =uch of
+he yellow green, axd mery shades of brown,yellow etc. with sore dlue greens etc,

Ope effect in this sepestry was of especial interest to me a&s I hed not seer 1% used

Mie
in & tepestry before,end that was the use of two contrasiing shades of color :Ia the
seme design area. Tor instance, using a shot of light color and then e shct of dark
on the next shed,elzernating these to produce an effect,yuite different Troz that of

technique of hatching which was also used of course.

merit our

» 2nother

the regular tapestr

room just back of the entrance hall were some other weavings carried out by ZiIZlerent

¥.P.A. ATt projects. Fere was another tepestry entitled "The Bull". This plece was
the Southepn Califormie Art project,and &lsc cdesigzned by

woven by Adeline Izerson of
Tvis wes entirely of shades of grey,with black and white,a2nd =2lso

Eilaire Hiler, Thi
distinctly modern in iis effect. One point wrhich I wish to bring to the attention

of weavers is that 211 of these tapestries were designed by an ertist,which iz as
it should be it seems to xe.

Also in =his seme room were some very well displeyed curtein and utholstery
rateriels from other prolects. All of these seeamed to me %o exphasize texture which
of course 1is izmporsant in ell modern fabrics. I wes especidlly interested Iz one
plece of curtein relerisl designed by adeline Titsworth,supervisor of a Virg:inie Art

project.This combined a rich nubby cotlton, & Zlne mercerized cotton, and & very heavy

- -

mercerized cotton arranged in a sguare pleid

IR e s - e 2 e
7 cotiomi |, e==m=—1n efrfect somewhat as shown et Figure No.l. Another
= : ==+ -"T :iece of upholstery materisl which wes effective

L= L= was woven on rose-path threading as shown st
- . - - Figure No.2. It ras displayed on & sizple chalr

Fo N as sketched. It was all of cotticn raterials, the
vqure Nod  a)ternate pattern shots of white with delge
tabby 2etween,and the light zreen shots as

shown, very simple but good looking I thought.

Fiaure 0y, side, view

Cctober 1940. Nellie Sargent Johnscn 12489 Mendota Ave., Detrci<,Mich.



Trhe Finnish exni Swecisz Buildizgs. Jotr of these bulldings were scxewhnet &f =2 dis-
appointEhn: t0 ze,0f ccu:se owing to presect copditions in -u‘v . TWo pieces in the
Finaish builiing s=:tracted my atiention, cne & glass curtain and the other & blue
drepery designed Ty Lva Antile. The zlasg curtain wes woven of Sine naturel zercerized

cotton 1n plain wesve using the same mater:al as the werp. 'eave & deep hex,and then
about an inch above this of plalin weave.

5 ~eave the warp unwoven for eabout 4" then
. vesve other inch ¢? rlaim, and so on ¢

<he top of the curtein. The eff=ct is sas
srhown g8t Figure No.3. The heavy tlue drane*y
%es woven on & fine wool of french blue in
solor,set I shouléd judge ebout Il threeds to
~he inch, the plain weft was of derk blue
wool. The design of trmes was &r Interesiing
2orm of leid in,end of different colors of

T P .wnet appeered to be a heavy raycn. Yellows,
pe rowns, and blue greens predomineted. #hat
— lam hew =ade the laid-in desigr especially differen
) wa&s the fact that the ends of esch color,
Fiqure No 3, Fiqure No. 4, extended on top Of the febric for about g "
2o each side of the design endé gave & rough

texsture effect wnich reised the outline of <he design.

We will now travel up to Connecticut to the "Well Spring” at Andover where ‘he Soclety
of Connecticut Crsf~sman had a most interesting sale of c*afts,‘nﬂ’ud*ng weaving. A
crevious sale and showing had also beer held at the 3artel !louse at Norfolk, eandlwas told
+he results were excellent as far as sales vere conce“ned Meny News subscribers are

members of the seccisty,endéd I want to teke this opportunity to congrastulate tlem on
their excellent éisplay,and to say thet I wes sorry thet I could not have arranged to
»ave personally zet those of you whose nermes I knew on some of your work. Lefinite
plans are being ze=ie for a permanent shop In New York city to serve existing craf?
gsocieties in that sectl

2tion of the country. Membersnip in this orzqnization is $1.50
anrually for thcse actually engaged in cra’t work as rroducers, There is one parsgraph
which I should like to quote from the Januery bulletin of thés society,especially as
it seems to emphesize some of the questions thet may be of interest to zany of us,=-
quote,” The Jury wculd like to exphasize how much the Society as a wnole wishes to en-
coursge orizinel wcrk. There ere many crafismen here and elsewhere zeking sclendid
copies of fine oli tieces and these will always have a place. But we have at our
command today so meny new materisls and me=zods of construction,as well esg new ways of
living,that we heve every reason to develor z=ew desizns. One of the subjects on which
the jury would wel.come discussion is whether originellty of desigz should be & require-
ment for the master-craftmanship award. Soze other guestions are: Bhould all work sent

in be accepted for exhibition,the only requirement being thet everyting submitted be

hend-mede ? Will <he reputation of the socisty suffer if some less professionel work
Is it feir

is present at exhidbitions even though it does not beer the approved seal ?

to %the exrert cre®ssmen to have less professional work at lower prices shown ?
On the other handé is 1t fair to cdeprive the inexperienced crafisman of the orpportunit

to show and sell his wares ? The level of less good work can be ruised in meany cuses.
Should not the Soci ety therefore embark upon a program of gradually raising standerds ?"
End of quote. In t2is same conneation at tie Conference at Penlend wnich I attended
later and which will be briefly described,this same question of sub-stancard things

wes glven considersble attention. The conclusions seemed to be thet 2s far as possible
peorlie should be exzcouraged to do the things they are best able to do,and to 4o them
well. That taese t:nings should £i1t their pu-zose and be simple and easy to do well, In
this way,even they,®e will pass on whatever :ney cen to make their hendcraft last ing.

et
=
2

As the ques<tion of markets and outlets for our work 1s of zuch interest to meny
of you, I thought this whole subject might well be discussed. Alsc mey I heer from axny
who are taking stecs es an organization in srier to sell handcrafts. Much has been done

should like to heer from those in some

in this direction in the Last and South,ané I
these gections

of our north and =ii-western States, 8s to enything wiich 1s being done ip th

toward the marketinz of handicrafts or of weseving.

October 1940. Nellie Sargezt Johnsc:o 12489 Mepdota Ave. Tetrait,Mich.
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2 the July 1940 issue,and enother article on "oven #ool Ceps which

o arpear in the October issue o7 interest., The wool cars were woven
simple heddle loom,and & cap and o288 on the roczstick locm. & subscrin-
:on to Couniry Gentleman is only $1.00 for £ years,and in :ris way one would not

any ¢l the weaving material which they are publishing. address Cur<is Publish-
Co. foman's Zditor of Count Gentleman,¥rs. Caroline B.Xing, Independence sguare

ia, rFenna.
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:ues s 2ar Desizns for Aeaving of Trees. - am always glaed when subscriders write
é ask me for meterial wnich they would likxe to use,for in that way I can give

wnat *J readers wish to have. Tree designs sesm to arpeer to be of much interest to
several. *“nile in Fhiladelphie this summer,’ 2ad access to scze of the cold weaving

tcoks in tne Fennsylvania Museum,and brought nome with me & number of these designs.
Z am writizg out some threading drafts for <hsse in boih "Crackle” weave and "Summer

-

nd Rinter” and these will appear soon in t:he News.
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Netional Confererce of liapdicrafts was helé at the Ferland School of Handcrafts at
renland, 5.C. from August 28 - September 4tn., It seems to me that this wes a most
s-gnifice:z meeting in every way. The con-ererce was iz cherge of Mr. Allen 3aton,
o® the Russell Saze Foundetion,and Miss Lucy lorgan of ~enla““,u.3. Te were welcomed
7y Mrs. Zconie Ford who spoke to us of the stirit of Fezland,and befcre we left,:
assure you we were ell mede to feel that fine “riendly spirit which pervedes Zenlend
a~d maxes one feel a pert of it, although 1T is rather d1frizult to desaride, The
521 ¢z21l showed -“nresentatives “rom 22 stezes,end included many well known lesders,
teechers, home demonstration agentg,farm security people, W.r.A. adminstretors end
surerviscrs, N.Y.A. supervisors,as well as e large zrour of individuel creft workers.
Tne xzain ot jective of the Confersnce was to Bee what we cen %0 together wnich we
cennot do alone.heny excellent talks were given by outstending leaders wrich I will
nct ettertt to enumerate here, as this will be sent out in a special report later by
the Conference, Some of the ideas which seemed to me imrmortent was the need for
treined teechers Iin the hendcralt fileld, to <eech people how tTo increase the family
izcome thrcugh en educationa’ progrem and the use of netlive materiels that are
eesily aveilable. There wes considersble discussion of markets and outlets for craft
work,es well es wnhet to do with sub-stenderd work. I em elso zoing to quoze from my
nscies IWO szher stetements which I think are very significant,although I é2 noct have
down sexactly who made them,and that 1s,"” Thet one of <the greetest needs of today Is
22T pecple to heve the chence to express thexmselves through creft work,snd parallel
with %his the metter of design assistance.” also,"™ Our whole hope for the crafts is
the imrrcvement of standerds and the making of something better.,”

Creft workers in Fenngvlvenia , W¥ill be interssted in knowing that there is to be
crmed a crelt association in that state. If nterested in this,write to Mrs.Naamen
Kevser,Plymouth leeting, Pa. Also that a weaver's guild has been formed in Fittsburg
and- they a-e plenning an exhibit in P{tisburg in October,for information about this

write %o Miss lois I.Clifford, 5437 Ellswort: ave.Pittsourg,’=.

-

Berzmar looxms.If anyone is thinking of buying en 8 or a 1P harness loom, I suggest
.“at they write to Mrs. Bergman, FPaulsbo, Wesnington. She hes some excellent folding

loor looms. I wes priveleged to work on one 0f these while et Fenland,eamd csn reco=-
me:d them very highly. I would sppreciate it very much if you write Mrs. Zergman,if
you would mention that you saw the announcmern= of her looms in this liews letter.

Co=pbination of two 4 harness loom patterns for one 8 harness _-~om threadine. This
interesting scheme has been worked out by Mr. Doneld Greenwoca of #heatcn, Ill, and
mexes 1t possible to do some most unusual des:izning for sn 8 2°rness loom. Mr., Green-
wood very xindly passed on this informetion tc me while I we:z 2t Perland,end after

I have hec the opportunity to write sgsome orig:inul draf%ts and sxperiment with them,I
shell pass ther alcng to ycu in Handweaving lews. This opens ur en entirelv new
field for experimernt for the venturescme weaver,

Qc=ober 1949 Nellie Sargent Johnscn 12489 Mernziota Ave, Jetroit,Mich.



