Handweaving News

"Flossa™ rug Knot.

Tre Swedish "Flossa” rug Xxnot is a pile tectnique. It is generally used for rugs
of modera desigrn,but mey also be adapted for begs, wall nengings, and often 1s used
for ®ringes. The rug knot cen be used sclid all over,or =ey be used only for portions
of the design with a plain weave beckground.This form is o7ten celled halrf"Flossal

The phctograph szown abcve is an exemple of the woven fetric sent in by one of my
correspondents.

Design,- Should be & modern ome for this scrt of technique. Do not attempt to
do & copy of an oriental rug,or roses and flowers etc.even though It is possible.
Use & design wi th simple gecrmetric lines. Any Zesign whic: can be drawn out on cross
section paper cen be used, It is best to plan out the design before setting up the
loom.>? the loom is elready threaded,the design must be plenned to suit the width of
the werp,by increasing or decreasing it Iinproportion to e number of warp threads.
Eack xnot requires two warp threads., And four or six warp threads should be left un-
knotted on each edge of *he warp. The wzrp stould be sleyed about 10 or 12 threads

to the inch.

Meterials,- The warp for these rugs needs to be very strong azd firm. Carpet
warp can de used, but should be threaded double through the heddles,and through the
reed. No.3 mercerized cotton or other strong cotton about the same size 1s better,a
16/4 grey linen also mekes an excellent warp. 4 heavy rug wool of rgst color should
be used for the knot. The plain weave beckground may be of material like the warp,
In the plece shown above the backgound 1s of tapestry wool. On a long pile rug can-
dlewick cotton could also be used if desired. An attradive rug at a recent exhibit
which I sew,was made of & hemp yarn for the knot making e pile about 2" long,with
red candlewick cotton for the plain weave background.

Special equipment,- Two pieces of special equipment are needed for these rugs.
One is a double steel bar which i1s used as a guage for the height of the knot,and
the other 1s a speciel knife with which to cut the plle. The steel bar csn de 3/8"
to 2" in width. A good average width 1is 1/2" to 5/8" wide,and the length should be
according to the width of the warp of your loom. 4 sketch of the bar is shown at
Figure No.2 on Page 2., The cutting knife is made go that it will not cut the warp

threads as it is being used.
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Method of “eeving a "Ilosse” Fug.

1

After lccz is werred ané threaded,weave & tlain tacry heeding atoul +" 2o 3§47 i

width.Tris carn 2e of mezaeriels like +the werpy or of tepestry wool. Zesgt very JIrm

end close. Wizd & zumzer of neavy ruz varn bobbins o de used Jor the «nots. &S scon

s the plain wesve hsadlng is of the desired width,=2dd six or eight snois of tliealn

weave op the right,iust over and uncer the first fcur werp tireeds.l-en on the lefs

hard side o? tnhe locm,start e small bobbin of the same matsriasl end elso weeve over
s? ¢ to cc

and under <ne 2irst four warr threads from 5 to 7 Times. The number 2 times
this depends on the weight of the weft. The edzes a-e bullt up Iin this wry so ihatl
they will 2111 up the same amount of space as 1s texen up by the row ol rug knots.
igure No.S shows how each edge is built up and thez how the right hani shuttle is

again carried all across for the four rows of rlein weave between each Tow of knots.
The bobbin on the le®t can be carrisd along for jus:t four threeds,ené turned,or it

can be finished off and starzed easch time &s

desired, but both edges must bde built up in

(gﬂ this way,anéd it 1s better to tuiléd them uc

) before makiag the row of knots.

Pigure Nhc.?2
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Directions “aor Makins the "Flossa” Knco

—:_—’p The ©irst knot is mede on the 12t hend edze
//.____ - of the warp,on the 5th and 6th %arp thread
—“t4’ in from the edge,with the warp Zlat. The 2:irs:
and last knot are set iz from e edge to
@ —_— A , - prevent the ~ug frorm curling andé make 11 wear
T ;/__n_ —_— vetter, This distance cen be Ixncreesed if des-
| | ! ired. Slir %he rug yern bobbiz under the &<l
— -q—-’-—- —_— A warp thread from right to left,tren over the
L 5th and 6th warp thread and under the 6th
[ g ; | _— from right %o left,for the first knot as
| — l shown at Figure No.3. Now place the mezal

guage dbar or op of the plain »ezve heading

with the s1it side up and the ring on the lell
Hold in plece with the hand while a2 few knosts
are made.Take the rug yern bobbin end 4 under

('._f.‘.. 3y ¢ 7 & 7o the bar end pull the knot togesier.Then take
By il Sy it over the bar and under the 7th warp thread
CL;:-__ from right <o left with the yern loop towerd
gl gy :kr") the reed,agein under the 8th werp thread from
@?ﬁ \L_ y AP right to le®: for the second kzot. Carcy the
o - c; A —— -t varn bobbin =round end under the end of ihe
{/TFh- — T', l ! ‘ guage ber, Full the knot down close.Bring
PN R S B the yarn up over the bar and z=xe the rest
_l) of the knots in the same way for the width
- : of the warp until the right edge is reached.
C —_— | e | —— __.r 2 Do not pull the yarn loops too tight
! ‘\\ over the guage bar. After completing
- Figure No.4 a row of knots,weave &7 least 4 rows
] | } | l | of plain weave mll across the width as
c-— — t . at Fizure No.S5. Then take & sharp pile
L= | = | D knife,run it across the top of the
C . — | —| | guage bar to cut the loovs. The xnotis
a—— -73 (¢ -—D are more even if the top of the guage
/C:... ﬁ* T WAWA ¥ (- —— bar is turped slightly toward the weaver
a } )( 3( )c \( - ‘Now build up the right snd left edges
 =T—L™ { c | - respectively with plain weave on the
/] - ) first four and last four edge warps,
(" and then the next row of xaots may be
| - woven.
l l j) Follow the desigr carefully.One knot
— and four rows of plain weave equal one
C | _ square of cross section taper desigz.
l | F ! M Seat very hard and close,it 1s imposs=-
ible to beat too hard. Ze sure the
Tigure Nc.§S edges are elso well bea<z2n down no.
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Flniznins o= tusg.

27 The mur l1s wcmileted,wszve ancther tlalirn weave heading on the >ther end es
Tne rning. The wary exzds of tThe rug can then be knottied toge<her,2r tThey
mar 2 b ded in three gtrexncd otraids, another method of finishing is to r~un each
secerate #=rr tzread back intc the plain Weave heading with o needle, es s-hown at
Figure Nc.Z. This finish mekes 2il of the warps comrplstely out of sight,These ena

snould te run back far enough to fasten them well,and then the ends are cut of?f
close.
Trhe rug elow a% Figure No.7 was designed by Zlizabeth 3Bezes,e design stud-

fasign b
vne University. It recuires 75 knots for the width,rlus 10 extres warps
2or the edges,or & total of 160 warp threads. This can be

(—\KW/’\quw increased in size proportionately if desired.
CT’ l ; | {i Feavy rug yaras for this were purchasgsed from A.T”.Jenness,2”
1 i !f —4— HOoXdury =oad,New 3ritain,Conn at $2.85 1b. in the following
! L colers,=- _ight grey # 118,dark grey #117, creem 133,light
O" l 1 trown # 127,dark brown #123 were the colors used.
i = This same firm can also furnish pile knives and guege bars :?2
| { éesired., Prices on reguest.
( ) l
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Pigure No.7
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Figure No.8
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