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Specifieation forming part of Letters Patent No. 40,633, dated November 17, 1863.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY LOEWENBERG,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have inventea a new and Improved Substitute
for Lace, Embroidery, &c¢.; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, cle'w, and
exact description of the same.

The object of this invention is to produce a
fabric whieh, when properly prepared or
pressed, will form an imitation for lace and
othercollars,embroidery, braiding, trimwnings,
straw, and other goods. )

The invention consists in a fabrie composed
of muslin or other textile fabric treated with
a solution of silicate of potash or soda, com-
monly known as “soluble glass,” together with
two sheets of paper, one on either side of the

muslin, said paper being drawn through theso--

lution of the silicate and spread on the muslin
and pressed before being perfectly dryin such
a manner that by the soluble glass the muslin
and paper are firmly glued together, and a fab-
ric is produced which ean be pressed into any
desirable shape, and which is water-proof, so
that it can be wasbed with a sponge without
the least injury.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe it.

I take a piece of muslin or other textile fab-
rie, fine or coarse, according to the fabric to
be produced, and draw it through a solution
of silicate of potash or soda. I then taketwo
sheets of common paper, treat them with sol-
uble glass by drawing them through a solution
of the same or spreading the solution on the

sheets by revolving brashes and spread them

| on the muslin. The sheets are now firmly.
compressed, and by the action of the soluble
glass they adhere to each other, so as to pro-
duce one solid sheet. The soluble glass ren-
ders the fabrie perfectly water-proof, so that it
can be washed off with a sponge without in-
jury. 'Thesurface remains perfectly white, no
paste is required to stick the several sheets to-
gether, and no varnish to render the fabric
water-proof. By using the solable glass in
treating the muslin and paper a fabric can be
produced with a dull surface without gloss, so
that the same, when properly pressed, will be
a close imitation of lace, and ean be used as a
substitute for lace collars, cuffs, and also for
embroidery, trimmings, braiding, or other simi-
lar goods. When desired, bowever, the sur-
face may be rendered glossy by varnishing or
other means, and an imitation of straw and
other goods be produced.

For the purpose of producing an imitation
of lace I subject my fabricto the action of suita-
ble dies before the same’is perfectly dry, and
I obtain a fabric which ean bs used with ad-
vautage as a substitute for lace collars and
other similar artieles, being superior to reul
lace in its great cheapness, and in that it can
be cleaned simply by washing with a sponge.

WhatI elaim as new, and des1rc to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A fabrie obmmed by treating muslin and
paper with soluble glass, in the manner and
for the purpose substantially as specified.
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