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Al the Convention of the Friends of American Industry, held in New York, in
Oetober last, 8 Commitios was appointed to obtain inflrmation snd repart on the
prodaction and manafacture of Ceiton

This Commities wae seganioed by the appaintment of P T Jocusos se Chair-
man, and of the fullowing sub committoes, wha weore requested 1o make returns,
as sarly as possible, to the (hairman, of such facts and inflrmation ss they should
ehtain on the subjects submitiod b the Convention

Por Maine and New-Hampshive, Loove W. Wirros and Jows Winnrams

For Massachusstis and Vermont, Rossny Rocunsos and P T Jorusen

For Riode laland, Jones DeWaorr, Jowns F Brmwons and Cuantns Joenson

For Conmectient, J. 1. DeFonnsr.

For Now York, £ B Bunsnmas, Jawes Winn, snd Ricnane P Hanr

For New Jorsey, Kentucky, Ohio, lndiane, &c Dasne Motswan and Muns
W. Corrnvy.

For Pennsylvania, Delawase tnd Tennessee, Lawis Wars snd Avsvaseen
Bascarsminan

For Maryland and Vieginia, Corvnnes O Dossnrs and James McCriaoem

From the returne made by these seversl Commitiors, the annened Roport s
made up, and i respectfully submitted

) P T JACKBON, Chairmen
Bosves, Feb 11, 10



REPORT, &«

Tur Committee, to whom was referred the subject of
the Production and Manufacture of Cotton, have col-
lected, by the nid of members of their body in the several
states, the details which are submitted in the statements
annexed. Circulars were addressed to every establish-
ment within the knowledge of the Committee, and from
their replies the facts contained in these statements have
been abstracted. Tt will be perecived, that information,
collected in this manner, must command more implicit
confidence than any estimates, but that it is liable 10 im-
portant omissions. Such are in this instance known to
exist. In Yermont, returns were obtained only from the
three western counties.  No estimate has boen made for
the other nine, though from their geographical advan-
tages, it is most probable that considerable manufiactories
are o be found there. In the Southern and Western
States, no less than thirty establishments have been re-
ported to the Committee, but, having no sceurate returns
from those states, they have preferred to omit them alto-
gether.  Some reluctance has also been found among the
manufacturers in giving all the details required of them.
great proportion of them have mistaken the intent of
question respecting the eapital which they employ,
returned only that which was invested in fixtures,

Committee have not thought it proper to alter the
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smounts s retiened, bt they will here ke the opporta.
wity of saying, that o generl has boen this crror, that
they have wo doubt that one fourth 1o one thind might
with propeiety be added under this head 10 the total
WU

Notwithstanding these imperfoctions, the result of theis
Iabors s highly satisfuctony, developing an smount of in-
dustry b this manifactnre, which exeveds the most sah-
goine expectations of the Committee.  The statements
speak for themsolves, aml derived= 83 they wm from an-
thewtie sourees might be sabmittod  without comment.
A fow obsorvations, however, appesr o the Commitice 1o
b bmportant.

From the best information which can be obtsined, the
coston crop of the United States for the your cnding Ovt.
1, AR31, amounted to 10N BAT bales.

OF this was "

i the Atdantie

Hintes ABGION babes of 06 D, 1A0,747,510
In the Bouth Weat

ern and Western

Sintes, BALTAM bades of ALL The, 227,177,700

Dades 1,000,007 Iha, 375,0005,02

The smount of eotton consmmed bn the United Sates,
owill be observed, bs more than one Ah of the whole
cotton ru: of the United States.  And the value of the

lowing that it be incremsed fomr fold in the pro-
mnfluukﬂmr. mast be four Bk of that of the
cotton crop, and equal 1o that of the whole export,
Another view bn more stribing.  Aceording 10 Pltkin's
wtatisties, the export of cotton from the United Biates,
Jate na 1HAD, nrunl BT07.000 e, wnd the whole
mrlnl of Grest {hhnh the same yeur was AHLOO0O
bags. 11 these figures be correct, our manufisetnres now
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consime seven ehghthe me mehons was exported 1wl
yonrs e, md nearly one bl as el e wns | then con
somedd b Clront - Bebtnin. Ny mere, they comsmme o
third e e b s Clrent- Deitain dows won . Tndeodd, the
progress of the cotton mannfne e b the United Soates,
winder the protective policy, b believed i beowithont o
porallel b the Bistory of commerce. Moo entaondiney
died s ety developrment appear 1o British appechen
shoma, tight 1o comshbor thede o comntry ms possessing
n monopoly of slence, net, bndustry amd kil that the
folbow g Damguomge: wasnppliond by a very dngelligent writes
I Edinbargh 1o a report on this salgect, presented 1o
Comgress in 10010

CThe great extent of the cotton manulnctinee n the
Unbted Seates, stated bn the proceding report, s more ke
what the sanguine views of the parties had comtemplated,
than what had been actmally sebbeved Tadecd, it wonkd
have been bmpossible, evey bnon country with an exten
sive popubation sl established manafacturing habits, o
hve renred b the thme o manaliscture of the magnitmle
they menthon. Dt whaterer prosperity it had attabned,
won ot an e 10 by the restortion of pesce with Eang
bamed, woed this, motw ithatnnding the heavy tan lovied on
foreign cotton goods.  That the faibure of these attempts,
howerver, was mot oceastoned by any defect in the plan o
genernl conduct of the establishments, we hnow from o
genthoman whe visited the priscipal cotton works n
Amerien bn TREG e fovmd the machinery o many  of
thom of exeollent comstrmcthon | amd those who haed 1he
charge of them were men who bl boon bl e this
contry amed who were possessed of both shill and judge
ment. Dt the clremmstomees i the sinte of Amerken
which we have mwnthoned were s sdverse 10 the natiem
of the wndertaking w10 render siecess i the optnion of
Uhese prorsons bmposaibibe ™
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Fortumately, the predictions  of  our  trans- Atlantie
friemds, like most of the viskons of the philosophers of free
temde, have mot been veriied by experience.  The cotton
mnmslinetire continmed 1o extemd iself, mnd has trimmphed
over every obstacke.  The export of cotton from the
Unitedd States during the five yoars lmmediately proceding
the war avernged abost 57,000,000 s, s it bs evidont
that the eptlimre conbd ot have lnervased during the con-
thnnce bl the war. We have no data wherehy to esth-
it with procision the quantity consmmed st home pro-
viows 1o the ekl of 1RIE T will be o barge allowsnee
Wowe compute I at one sivth of the cotton crop of the
Unitedd Sentes, This wonld give ahout 110000 T,
I s s TT000,000 T, i bneronse of siv hamdeed per
cent, b sintoen yenrss Lot ws compare this with the
progress of the mannlacture bn Groat- Dritain, o progress
which has Justly been a theme of national cxnltation 1o
every writer on the suljoct.  The svernge sl con-

o e Cleent Dbt from 1TRE 10 DTS wis
TOOMLORT e | G 100G 0 TRIO, TR000,T75 Ihs.,
.lv: wi dnerease ddentionl with ours, bt reguining o

ehoed of thiery yonrss 1 bs mow estimated bn the London
"riew Current for Jawary, DIEEL ot 205,000,000 [hs., an
Ineronse of 2H0 per cont, b 22 yones. Taklng the same
16 yoars, from THIG o TIEEL, the Diritish inerense was
from DLD0005 The, to 2A5 000K, or 160 per cont.
against GO0 per cont. b this comntry. The greatest in
eronse i any fve yoars b the United Kingdom bs 56 por
cont. In the United States it bs 100 per cont. in the bast
fonr yours, notwithsimmding the choek which the mann-
Faetire roceived bn DR aand 1020, )

We shall e adimbtted 10 have falrly proved that the
progress of the United States in this mannfacture stands
wrhvnlled, 1wy b attribited 1o the enterprining spirit,
b e bndustry waned bnggemmity of our countrymen, skded by
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the immense advantage of producing the staple st home,
This sdvantage has enabled ws 1o apply the finer Kinds of
cotton 1o heavier fabrics than had before been attempted.,
It b well known that the quality of cotton which is wsed
n this country bs much fner than that in general wse in
England.  And in this lies the fallaey of o comparison of

of cotton in the two comntries, that the guality is
entieely different. Tt would be o curions Wlustration of
the doctrine of froe tende, i cotton should be cheaper in
Liverpool than New - York, wnder the pressure of town dues
wined dock dues, commissions, dutios, amd o double mte of
frebght.  Tn faet, cotton of the quality which we require
bn chonper by about two conts b the posmd in this country
than o Enghysd.  Aud the manufacture which has in
ronsequence spring . has sapplanted, o a0 very great
extent, artheles made clther of Hnen or of forcign cotion,
It b within the personal knowledge of every merchant,
conversant with the bmportation of foreign goods, that
there was senrcely sich o thing heand of as Dritish cotton
sheetings before the mannfactire of them was attempted
I this country. I the your 1767, the cotton used in
England was for the following parposes |

Candlewieks - -« o 1300000

Hosbery - <« o 1A00,000

Bk amed linen mixiures 2,000,000

Fusthans - - - - o 6,000,000

Calicoes and musline - 11,000,000

e, 22,6000, 000)
Nelther sheotings nor shirtings were mentioned in this
enumerntion.  Wo were with the cottons of In-

din aned the linens of the North of Eorope. We have a
memorial before ws from the mannfacturers of cotton in
Massachusetts, presented 1o Congress in 1015, in which »
specilic or winkmum duty bs prayed for, with the expreds



view of prohibiting the importation of all the coarser cot-
ton fabeies manufactured beyond the Cape of Good Hope.
We quote from that memaorial

“The articles, whose prohibition we pray for, are made
of very mferior materials, and are manufactured in a man-
wer calenlnted 1o deceive rather than to serve the con-
sumer.  No part of the produce of the United States
enters it their composition.  They are the work of
foreign hands on a foreign material.  Yet are they thrown
into this country in such abundance, as to threaten the
exelnsion of its more useful and substantial manufactures.
They injurionsly affect the industry, not only of the man-
ulacturing but of the agricultural states, and they cause a
continual drain of specic.  The prohibiting their importa-
tion, except for exportation, would we apprehend, be at-
tended with salutary effects upon the cultivators and man-
ufacturers of the staple of the South. We discern no
particular in which their importation for consumption can,
for a moment, be thought beneficial, unless the revenne
they afford, may by so considered.  This being derived
from an ad valorem duty, and the cost of the India cotton
fabrics, of the coarser Kinds, being there very inconsider-
able, a small sum pays the duty on a large quantity.  We
are satisfied the revenue would be more than compen-
sated for any supposed loss, arising from the prohibition of
their importation, by the increased use and consumption in
the American manufactories of the articles subject to high
duties, and necessary in the manufacture of cotton.  Be-
sides, the cherishing these manufactures will be attended
with increase of population.  There will be more labor
and greater camings, more consumption, and thus greater
contribution to the national wealth.”

This memorial suggested, so far as we know, the first
idea of a minimum duty on cotton cloth. It was prayed
for, in express terms, as a prohibition.  The wise and pa-
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triotic Legislature of that year granted the prayer of the
pttitin.ern. and the consequences have been inﬁnilel" ad-
vantageous to the prosperity of the country.  Our manu-
facturers have been enabled to supply the whole of this
vast continent with goods of excellent quality made of our
native cotton.  The coarse and flimsy fabrics of the East
have disappeared.  Had not the domestic manufacture
been thus providentially encouraged by the enlightened
statesmen of that day, what would have been at this mo-
ment the condition of the cotton growing states ?
The cotton crop of the United States in

1816 did not exceed 68,000,000 Ibs.
It is now 1,038,847 bales, averaging

361 86-100 Ibs., or 376,000,000
The increase since 1816 being in round

numbers 300,000,000
During this same period, the consump-

tion of Great-Britain has increased

only from 94,000,000 10 215,000,000

Ibs., or about 150,000,000
Excess of the increase of production

above the increase of the wants of our

“ great customer” 150,000,000 |bs.

This immense increase in the production is owing to
the extended cultivation of cotton in states where it was
scarcely grown before. No doubt the price of the raw
material has very much declined. In a letter, now before
us, from a merchant of very high standing toa member of
Congress, dated April 15, 1816, the price of cotton for
the ten preceding years is stated 1o have been below 15
cents. [t is now, on the average, about 8 cents. There
has been, since that period, a corresponding decline in
almost every article of trade, occasioned probably by the
-state of general peace, and some appreciation of the

Ll
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standard or circulating medium. But what would it
have been without that extension of the manufacture in the
UnitadSatu,whicihsptorHednmrkufumh
one half of this surplus ?

It will be alleged that the goods made at home would
have been made in England if the tarifl had not been passed,
—and that the price of that part of our cotton which is ex-
ported is sold at lower prices, because Europe cannot af-
ford to buy more than we will allow her to pay for by
her fabrics.

To this latter objection, it is a sufficient reply, that at
this very moment we import more than we can pay for
by our exports. This is proved by the extensive ship-
ments of specie, and by the high price of exchange on
London.

To the former, we have already replied, that the kinds
of goods which comstitute the staple manufacture of this
country never were made elsewhere at all, and your com-
mittee firmly believe never can be made so advantageously
as at home. It will be observed by statement D, that of
the coarse and heavy fabrics to which the attention of the
manufacturers was in the first instance necessarily di-
rected, the price had fallen in the 14 years from 1816 10
1830, two thirds, while that of the raw material had de-
clined, notwithstanding the immense increase of produc-
tion, only one half. This result is entirely to be attributed
to the increased skill of the manufacturers, and to compe-
tition among themselves. It may be affirmed and rigidly
proved that this particular fabric can be, at this moment,
made at a less price in this country than in any other.
Of what necessity, then, it may be asked, is the protect-
ing duty of 8 3-4 cents a square yard? We answer, Ist.
That if the position bere advanced be correct, the duty so
far as these goods are concerned cannot operate as a tax,
and that the effect of repealing it would be to excite
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a foreign competition, which, however ruinous to the im-
porter, who would ultimately be driven from the market,
would in the mean while produce great confusion and
distress at home. 2d. That the cotton manufacture has
doubled itself within five years, extending gradually to the
finer goods, which require more skill and less of the raw
—!eml‘l-lwhdnmdymlmpmdby
lhemngmdnmmdm_y As competition
increases, it may be expected that finer and more elabo-
rated textures will be attempred. We affirm that the
pledges of the manufacturers have been fully redeemed by
the existing low price of coarse goods, the only ones con-
templated in the enactment of the Taniff of 1816, and that
the same result will follow in fine goods, if the protec-
tion now extended to them shall be continved. The
effect of a reduction of duty will be to drive back the
capital and machinery employed in these upon the coarser
fabrics, which are already produced to the full extent of
consumption. It is not with manufacturers as with mer-
chants. There is an elasticity about commerce which
enables it soon to accommodate itsell to any changes in
the national policy! If one branch of trade becomes un-
profitable, others will be pursued. The tonnage of the
United States has increased more rapidly since the taniff
act of 1824, than for an equal number of years preceding
it. There is reason to believe that the increase of 1831-2
will be found to have been greater than that of any ome
year since the peace. Any derangements, therefore, in
the course of trade, which wmptodnccdbythemil.
dvm employment in other directions. The

coasting trade, which Adam Smith pronounces to be far
th-onpninblehuchd-m-lmhu-
tended itsell prodigiously. Capital once invested in
buildings and machinery cannot be withdrawn. The bu-
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siness must be pursued, or the ruin is immediate and irre-
trievable.  There is no such thing as receding. A duty
of six and a quarter cents a square yard, the Committee
admit, would have been amply suflicient for the protection
of the coarser goods, had no other ever been imposed.
But another has been imposed, and under the sanction of
that other, an immense impulse has been given to the
industry of the country towards the finer fabrics.  Repeal
it now, and every spindle will be turned to the production
of coarser goods, and the result will be no less disastrous
upon the capital employed in the one branch than in the
other. It may be proposed to alter the scale of duties
with a view of having them bear more lightly on coarse
goods. The Committee believe that such a measure
would produce a derangement in trade, without any pos-
sible advantage ; that it would lead to extensive frauds
upon the revenue, and in its nature could not be effect-
ively enforeed.

It was urged, and with great weight, against the tanil
acts whet first proposed, that material changes in the
policy of nations should be entered nto with great caun-
tion ; that a clear case of public expediency should be
made out; that such changes arc always attended with
individual loss and embarrassment, and that Government
should interfere as seldom as possible with the course of
individual trade. These arguments your Commiittee be-
lieve to be just, and they apply with a ten-fold force to
the vital change which is now proposed in the system of
the country.

The Committee have turned their attention with great
inmerest to the influence of the cotton manufacture upon
the moral habits and character of the operstives. It is
well known, that in the Old World, no class of the work-
ing population is more degraded or worse educated.  In
this country, the Committee have the pleasure to say,
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none is more respectable and intelligent, or better edu-
cated.  In Europe, manufactures arc established in large
cities, the business is followed from parent to child, and
wages are so miscrably low, that few families can be sup-
ported without parochial aid. One consequence of this
abject poverty is, that children are set to work at a very
tender age, and have no time allowed for education, lit-
crary or moral. In the United States, manufactories are
dispersed through the country. The operatives are, to a
considerable extent, females who come into the factories
after having acquired their education, who stay there but
a few years, and whose liberal wages enable them during
those few years to lay up considerable sums of money.
In many factories, the proprictors have instituted savings
banks, to encourage the economy of the operatives, by
enabling them to deposit such portions, however small, of
their carnings as they could spare, the proprictors allow-
ing a moderate rate of interest, and being responsible for
the safety of the capital. In one factory, which has made
a return on this subject to the Committee, where the
wages amount to about sixty thousand dollars per annum,
the fund thus laid by has accumulated in four years to
the sum of twenty-six thousand four hundred dollars, or
about eleven per cent. on the whole amount of wages paid.

It will be observed that no less than thirty-nine thou-
sand females find employment in the cotton factories of
the United States, whose aggregate wages amount to
upwards of four millions of dollars annually. This im-
mense sum, paid for the wages of females, may be con-
sidered as so much clear gain to the country.  Before the
establishment of these and other domestic manufactures,
this labor was almost without employment. Daughters
are now emphatically a blessing to the farmer.  Many
instances have occurred within the personal knowledge of
individuals of this Committee, in which the camings of
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daughters have been scrupulously hoarded to emable them
to pay offl mortgages on the paternal farm.

In almost all the factories, from which returns have
been received, three months in the year are allowed to all
the children employed, for the purpose of education, and
in the more considerable ones schools are supported at
the expense of the factory, at which the children of all
the persons employed in or dependent upon the establish-
ment are permitted to receive regular instruction through-
out the year, without charge.

In conclusion, the Committee would remark, that the
number of persons returned as depending upon these estab-
lishments, gives but a very inadequate view of the amount
of industry encouraged and remunerated by them. Reed-
makers, picker-makers, shuttle and bobbin-makers, card-
manufacturers, leather-dressers, paper-makers, and a host
of other artificers with their families, are as strictly de-
pendant upon the cotton factories, and would be as much
deprived of bread by the withdrawal of protection, as
those who are enumerated as residing upon the premises,
—whilst the farmer, who before was earning a scanty
subsistence, now finds a”market for every portion of his
surplus produce, and thus acquires a revenue beyond his
immediate wants, the true source of independence and
wealth. No one who has witnessed the prosperity which
visibly extends itself around the manufacturing districts,
hesitate to attribute it to their influence. Nor are the
The village steeple is an unfailing companion to the
water-wheel, and the liberal professions, and all the arts
which minister to the wants and comfort of man, find
their best remuneration amidst the population which
the eulightened policy of the government has gathered
around it.
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The Committee in these remarks have rigidly confined
themselves to the subject assigned to them, that of the
cotton manufacture. They are fully aware that there is
no claim for precedence of one branch of domestic in-
dustry above the rest. The great interests of iron,
woolens, leather, coal, &c. will receive attention from
their several committees. And, after all, the mechanic
arts, extending as they do to an infinite variety of produc-
tions, and spread over the whole face of the country, en-
hamlet in the United States, give food to more individ-
uals, and are more essentially dependent upon commercial
protection, more vitally connected with the American
System, than any other interest except the main pillar of

P. T. JACKSON,
Chairman of the Committee.
Bostox, Fen. 11, 1832,
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STATEMENT N
WAl HINE BMEe

The comsmption of cotton in the United Stares was
computed b the New York Price Cument 1o have loen
for the vear ewdbng Lot Oviober, TR2T, HXLID bades,
B b mow 20 RHIEE babes, < this more than deov bling in fone
years. The mmnber of spimdles belng now 120000,
this rate of bervase wonkd require wpwoands of N0 000
sphintles, new e binery, 1o be bl vy wly, I mebibin om
o this, repaies are constantly reguiied, wid occssionally
ERLe e ation,

Wil therefore, be an estimate very mich within the
truth, i we assime that the maehine shops of the United

Btates are enpable of turming ot 200,000 spindles per
Anwim

We have returms from seversl of the largest maehine
shops, from which we derive the follow ing estimntes for
the capital, labor and materials regquired 10 build these
0,000 spinedles, with preparntion snd wens ing, ine hading
also the genring of the cotion mills |
Caplial £2,000,000,
Men emplayed 3,200, st 87 50 avernge wages,—aggre
gete 81,200,000,
Ansinl value of product 83,500,000,
They require about TTT0 tons of cnst lron.
" " N0 s gt lron el steel.
“ " * M0 ehaldions of sen conl,

" ol shevtennds - o o n ovalue §100,0%0
" N L LT B S AN
" O e plank and plee - 0w TALOO0
“ " “ .-'-.m N " " :‘:‘J."

" " " M-‘“. »" ke " " w...m
A



STATEMENT (.
FRiNTERIES

The quantity of Cotton Goods printed in the United
Nintes s N.Pil" n the hyrbﬁh Americnmn, 1o be
wot short of 0,000,000 of yards.  As, however, we have
not boen able to procure scenrmte returms on this sulject,
wo  shall sssume thiat only 25,000,000 of yurds  are
printed.  From sccurmto returms roceived from seversl of
the largost establishments, printing wpwards of 15,000,000
of yards, we have propared the follow ing estimutes :
Capltal employed about 1,000,000,
Men " D50 st 47 00 per week.
Females © 125 « 280 «
M. " AN) » I mg o» "
Aggregate wages per annum, § M2 0000,
Using 1,900 barrols of flowr for sining.

v LN vens of coml.

w0000 conds of wod.

B0 gallons of il

N0 Ihe of gum Senegal, Arabic, Ko

ORI e e,
10000 ¢ 0 Persian amd Turkey berries.
" "n.“' " [T ﬂﬂﬂ.

©ERLATO ¢ v dige.

CORTLIM ¢ lagwond,

L0 ¢ copper rollers.

Other articles, chiefly of American production or man-
whaetnre, ae boller bron, cast-iron, lime, quercitron bark,
pyroligneous ackl, und varlous chemical propartions, in
value S0, 000.



STATEMENT D,

The following table presents the actual cost of the
cotton wsed in the manufucture of yard-wide sheetings,
wade of No. 14 yarn, and weighing about 3 yards 1o the
poumd, wmd also the price received for the sheetings.
Tho cost of the cotton, being in every instance, the' price
delivered at the factory, snd the price of the sheetings
the nett value at the nearest seaport.

INET Cotton B cin shootings 35 ctn is por Ih. of choth, afler dedusting
the cost of the raw material &8 o

'.|. " - " e ] " - " .
e = mrq - L} N " - o4 "
I - 1710 - LI “ " " L)
(L | I D N L) . " - » " a4
'~ " " “ '. - " " " .
i =~ ma - L] " o . - "
= =« M mia- - » " L
s =« sl - ma- o . . "
= - n " L RE B ” " " 1884
=y« Ma v g - " - 154
(L _ T | X & IRE B “ " " L BE
= =~ 1 - LR B “ - 1719
e < e - LY = B » " "

n - (LRE B " & - LAER ]
The cotton used at this factory Wl superior quality.
The last column gives the cost of making, with all



STATEMENT E.

BLEACMERIES

Assuming that one third of the goods manufactured are
bleac hedy which is believed to be not far from the truth,
the following is an approximated estimate of the capital,
labor, Ke.
Capital employed £900,000.
Males about 612, average wages $6 00 per week.
r,-h. “ ln " “ 288 - “
Aggregate wages 209,814 per annnm.
Starch - - used 129,625 Ibs.
Conl - e s 19,250 1ons.
Bleaching salts  « 520,000 Ibs.
Oil of vinkel 585000 «
Lime . . o 2,500 casks.
Ashes - -« 11153 ewt.
Other materials, domestic, value §109,100.

“ “ h.b “ ‘IM'



