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THE SWIVEL WEAVE

Osma Gallinger Tod Studio,
319 Mendoza Ave.,Coral Gables, +la.




THE

"Swivel" is an intriguing technique with
infinite potentials., A durable fabric, con-
sisting of a pattern in tabby texture, it is
found suitable to modern textile design. The
pattern blocks are developed independently
of one another , and appear as colored tab-
by blocks on the upper surface of the cloth.

Drafts are written with every other note
on Harness 1 alternating with a single har-
ness of the weaver's choice, such as H.2.
The block then becomes Hs.1,2,1,2, etc. for
the length desired, and forms a block of col-
or for the extent of the block when woven.
When you depress H.2 and weave with color,
you get. color in tabby across this block,-
and you bind it by depressing H.1 alonme.

Likewise you can write a block on H.3,- -
Hs.1,3,1,3, etc., and one on H.4,- Hs. 1,4,
1,4, etc. and weave in the same manner.When
one block is being woven the pattern thread
floats on the wrong side in back of all the
other blocks. Although this makes a fabric
with only one side useful, there are a great
many cases where the wrong side does not ap-
pear anyway, such as upholstery, pillows,
footstool covers, lined drapes, book covers,
etc. Furthermore, the wrong side can be made
not only useful but interesting for certain
textural effects by clipping the floats a-
bout 1;/8 in. from the firmly woven block.

If you wish to weave color over two blocks
at the same time, you weave H.2 alone,first
color, then H.3 alone, second color, which
gives you two definite color blocks side by
side, a thing that is not possible in most
of our weaves. One can also split the tabby
on Hs.2,3,4, and weave one of the harnesses
as color, such as H.2, then follow it with
the other two harnesses in background tabby
such as Hs.3,4, always closing with H.1. If
you weave H.3, color, follow with Hs.2 & 4,
tabby, then H.1 tabby. Or if you weave H.4
color, follow with Hs.2 & 3 tabby, then H.1
tabby. This gives a closely bound texture
with blocks showing a good bit of color.

Two-Block Swivel

The above description applies to what is
known as "Basic Swivel" with blocks on three
harnesses, Hs.2,3 and 4. There i's alsoa form
of Swivel consisting of only two blocks, on
Hs.2 and 3. In this case H.4 is reserved for

an accenting colored warp to be used to out-
in-
clude them or omit them, or first one method

line the design blocks. You can either

then the other, making interesting effects.

SWIVEL WEAVE

Design Potentials

The blocks of Swivel appear in square or
rectangular form and these can be developed
as color squares contrasting to the tabby
background color, or they can be outlined
and woven in the same color as the  back-
ground, or a different color. Ome can also
weave each block or unit alone, Figure I, A,
or two blocks together, making different
design effects,Fig.1,5-7. One can also use
one color for the block on H.2 and another
color for the block on H.3, with a third
color for that on H.4. Figure 1. Nos. 8 & 10,-.

‘Adapting Other Techniques to Swivel

Other types of patterns can be woven as
Swivel,- Overshot and Summer and Winter,=-
and the basic Swivel threading is really
Spot Bronson, but with the blocks emlarged
so that this too can be woven as Swivel,
A1l in all "Swivel" is a find for the weav-
er of today because of the interesting ef-
fects possible with the color units. There
are of course floats on the wrong side in
all of these adaptations, but one can eas-
ily adapt the technique to many uses.

Drafting a Swivel Pattern -.

Notice the basic Swivel Weave., You can
make the blocks on Hs.2, 3 and 4 any size
and combine them in any way. It is a good
idea to make a check paper diagram, Yro-
file-fashion, as shown in Figure I A", E'.

If using only a two-block pattern, adapt
Fhe 4th harness to outlines, by simply add-
ing warp notesg,as at B. When one sleys the
accent warps on H.4, simply sley with the
preceding plain warp, or if two-per-dent,-
with the two preceding. Other drafts in pro-
file form are shown at C'and D', under the
enlarged draft.

Examples of Woven Drafts

In Figure I, left side, there are ten ex-
amples of the design effects of some of the
drafts at A,B,C,D, developed into fabric.

At 1, only ome block of Draft Ais shown
repeated against a plain-weave background.
Or this block on H.3,(see profile gnide,2)
may be used against a solid color of the
remaining blocks woven in succession,H.2,4.

At 2 is the profile of A' reduced. At 3,
the profile woven as-drawn-in, Block 1 on
H.2, then Bl.2 on H.3, and B1.8 on H.4.The
pattern is reversed to complete the design.
At 4, the reverse is woven first. See har-
nhesses numbered at the right of each design.



DRAFTS AND DESIGNS FOR SWIVEL
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Directions for weaving, on P.3.

Note: In all drafts, A,B,C,D, follow nimbers under each group of 4 warps for repeat times, All
four drafts contain 240 threads each. Heavy circled notes on H.4 are an accenting color.



DIRECTIONS FUR WEAVING- THE SWIVEL WEAVE 3

TIE-UPS
Tie-up, Jack
O 1 1 lo

ol lol LieeT T ]
zii;cz o f’O '

Trs.12 34567 AB Trs.1234567 AB

Counterbalanced

H G

The tie-up given here is the complete
tie-up for both Basic Swivel and Two-block
Swivel., While a Jack loom is always conven-
ient for weaving patterns in which we have
three harnesses treadled against ome, such
as we have in Swivel with tabby on Hs.2,3,4
against H.1, it is perfectly possible touse
a counterbalanced loom of wide shed. When
treadling any one harnmess alone, simply lay
the palm of the hand on top of the three har-
nesses that rise to make them even. This
clears the shed and gives it its full width.
The 3-against-1 combination does not occur
all the time, and one can do this weave on
a couaterbalanced loom with very little ex-
tra effort.:

Basic Swivel. Figure I, AA’.

- In Basic Swivel there are three blocks,
that on Hs.1-2; on Hs.1-3, and on Hs. 1-4.
You will see these writtem in succession ,
Draft A, Weave the pattern "as-drawn-in",-
weaving each block in order as you proceed

from right to left. Weave the blocks into
the size desired.

When you have woven each block singly,-
in the draft succession, try putting two
blocks together for new color effects. One
of the blocks can be woven in one color,-
and the other block in a second color.

Weaving the Blocks Singly
See Figure I, 1,2,3,4 for effects.
Block on Hs.1-2, Follow Tie-up above.
Tr.1 alone, color. Then Tabby A,B.
Tr.2 alone, color. Tabby A, B.
Block on Hs.1-4,
Tr.3 alone, color. Tabby A, B.

-Wéaving Combined Blocks
See Figure 1, 5,6,7 for effects.

Hs.1-2 and 1-3 Combined
Tr.1, Color 1; Tr.2, Color 2. then
Tabby A,B, in background tone.

Hs.1-3 and 1-4 Combined
Tr.2 alone; C.1; Tr.3 alone, C.2;
Tabby, A, then B.

Hs.1~-2 and 1-4 Combined _
Tr.1 alone, C.1; Tr.3 alome, C.Z2;
Tabby A, then B.
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Pattern Woven on a Divided Tabby

In the tabby succession, Hs.2,3,4, to-
gether, then H.1 alone, one can use one
of the harnesses of the 2,3,4 group for
pattern, and follow it with the other two
harnesses as tabby,- all bound by H.1,the
other tabby row. Thus you can weave H.2
alone, pattern, then Hs.3,4, tabby; and H.1
tabby., There are three possibilities:

Pattern on H.2 alone; 1st color. Tabby or
a second color on Hs.3,4., Tabby H.1,
Pattern on H.3 alone, 1st color. Tabby or
a second color on Hs.2,4. Tabby H.1,
Pattern on H.4 alone, 1st color. Tabby or
a second color on Hs.2,3. Tabby,H.1,

This routine gives a very closely fab-
ricated cloth, and if one uses pattern of
a second color on the 2nd row, instead of
tabby thread, the reésults are effective.

Two-Block Swivel. Figure I, B,C,D.

In Two-block Swivel, the pattera is put
on the blocks on Hs.1-2 and 1-3, and H.4
is used for vertical accent lines in warps
of a different color or texture from the
background. In this method ome can both
outline the blocks vertically and horizon-
tally, making attractive texture squares
or oblongs, as shown in Figure II, above
right. The horizontal lines at top and
bottom of the uwnit are in the same color
as the verticals on H.4. Thread your ex-
perimental pattern to drafts B,C or D.A11
of these have 240 threads and are excel-

‘lent to work out on a Structo 240 4-H loom

weaving 8 inches wide. (See Structo adv,)

~ All one needs to do in weaving 2- Block
Swivel is to bring the warps on H.4 toup-
per shed every other row if planning to
include them, or keep them on lower level
if not:
VYerticalsIncluded; Outlines on 4 Sides.
See Fig.II. Block on Hs.1-2:
1st.Row. Horizontal Line: Tr.1,Color; Tabby A, B,
Center of Block: Tr.1, a 2nd Color; Tabby A; B,
Last Row, Horizontal Line: Tr.1,Color; Tabby A;B,
fColor of 1st and last rows, same coloras H. 4.
Block on Hs.1-3: '
Use same directions as for H-1-2 but
change Tr.1 to Tr.2 whenever used.



AN OVERSHOT PATTERN WOVEN AS SWIVEL
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One can weave Overshot patteras in the
Swivel Weave technique if the right side
only of the psttern is desired. A8 in the
Hogeycomb techaigue, Leaflets 917,918,0ne
divides the blotks into theif separate
narnesses when weaving. Forinstance:, in
Honeycomb , lastead of weaving Hs.1-2 to-
gether. one weaves Hlarness 1 alone, then
Harness 2 alone, and so oa for akl blocks,
with tdbby at intervals ounly.

However, in Swivel, unlike Honeycomb,
one uses tabby after each row of pattern.:
Again 6me splits the tabby alsa, so that
one treadles only one harness at a time.:
In this case, therefor, tabby also gives
floats at the back.: ‘

v One should choose patterns where the
pattern blocks are large enowgh to st}ow
Bp on tle syrfacé,- blocks at least & in.-

across. Good patterns are " Mosaic", L.84(Q

"Thé Yankee",851; "Whig Rose",903;"Wheel-

of-Fortune,919; "Pond Lily",906; "Star of

Bethiehem",910; and "Stars and Roses",931.
The pattern given herewith, "Salem Streets’
a National Conference pattern, .is excel-

lent to start with because of .its  large

blocks and simple structure.:

In the pattern, "Salem Streets", there
is a 6-thread selvage. Reading this by its
small 2-thread blocks, "as drawn in", we
‘have Hs.8—4; 4-1; 1-2; 2-3; 3-4; and 4-1.°
‘Also Hs.1-2 and 2-3, the first partof the
pattern.  Take the first combinationHs3-4
weave H.3 alone, pattern thread; bind this
with its opposite harmess, H.1, and weave
with tabby thread. Take the rest of this
block, H.4; weave as pattern; follow with
its opposite, H.2, tabby thread. Continue
reading "as-drayn-in; taking eachwarpsep-
arately as it comes,- do not repeat  any
one Harness ‘twice.: Next warp is oa H.1.-
weave as pattern; faollow with its oppos-
ite H.3 as tabby.  Then H.2,pattern, H.4,
tabby; H.8,pattern,H.1,tabby; H.4,pattern
H.2 tabby; H.1,pattern, H.8 tabby, and H.2
pattern, H.4 tabby. This finishes the weav-
ing of the selvage and first 2 warps of

pattern.’ Any selvage can be woven in
the same way.' A selvage umay also ve omitted.-

WEAVING SUMMER AND WINTER AS SWIVEL

Summer and Winter drafts are written in
tWo Successive or repeating blocks: ' fs.1,3,1,3,
and Hs. 1,4,2,4. Weave the blocks "as drawn in "
- Weaving only the pattern parts of the blocks as

pattern, i.e. Hs.3 and 4. Follow each with2 rows
tabby. :

Salem Streets”

We have now come to the first large mot-
if or block of the pattern, a 10-ihd.block
on Hs.3-4. Weave as-~drawn-in, note by note,
H.3,pattern; H.1,its opposite, tabby. H.4,
pattern; H.2,tabby. Repeat 5 times. At end
of block, take next note, H.1,pattern, H.3,
taoby; H.2,pattern, H.4,tabby. You are now
ready for another 10-thd.block on Hs. 3-4,
By this time, the rhythm of this type of
weaving is clear: i.e. one harmess alone,
follcwed by its opposite as tabby.Continue
Lo read entire pattern thus, as-drawn-in.

This method of weaving is very simple,~
one can follow any overshot pattern, note
by note. Since one weave only one harness
at a time, it is easy to see that a Jack
loom is best to use, altho a counter- bal-
anced loom with a wide shed is satisfactory
Simply level up the three upper harnesses
as they rise, with the palm of the hand.

To make this method of weaving easier
still, copy the numbers of your draft in a
vertical column, writing the harnesses in
succession in one column, and the opposite
of each, or its tabby, in an adjacent col-
umn, with each tabby opposite its pattern.
harness. The "Salem Streets" pattern thus
developed is below, and one can check off
the successive rows when woven. Follow the
same procedure for any overshot pattern,-
being sure that most of its blocks comsis
of six warps or more. "

PATTERN TABBY  Continue:
H.g- EpdSelieee 4 PAT.  TAB.
Hoa: - ~ - - - H.2 H.1- - - H.8
Pat: *H.1 - - - - - H.3 H.2- - - H.4
L2 -----H4 H.8- - - H.1
1.8 == =-- H.1 Ho4- - - H.2
fl4 - -- - - H.2 “*H.1- - - H.3
B8 -~---- 1% 4 ‘Be---H.4
Ha ----- H.2 Ropeat between
Hg - - --- ik 3 lines, 5 times
g -----H2 B.5- - —H.1
H8 - - - - - le H 4_ - ~H 2*‘
H4 - -~ -~ h2 . t
H8 -~ ---H1 Repeat between
H4 - ~= - - H2* **s, 3 times.-
Repeat between *s, 3 times. Repeat entire

pattern from'H.1

For each unit of Hs.1-3-2-3, weave:
Pattern, H.3 alone; Tabby, Hs.1-2; then 34,

Repeat these 3 rows to square the block.
For each unit, Hs.14-24,: Pat.H.4; Tab.1-2; 34

Repeat these 3 rows to square the block.



SALEM STREETS by Helen D. Young

D to G, 2ad Motif
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‘B to D, 1st Motif.- B.

A useful and attractive pattern "On Opposites" was created by Helen Daniels Young,
known by many of us™weavers. Mrs.  Young formerly lived in Bethesda, Md., where she con-
ducted a weaving ‘studio.- Dr.- and Mrs.- Young have recently moved to HMass. where they have
remodeled their homestead authentically, and will continue with their craft work.- Always

at heart a New Englander, Mrs.- Young called this conventional pattern by widt it suggest-

ed,~ the trim, tailored streets of a little New England town. ' Mrs.: Young has written a
very .informative article on "Jaspe' Weaving"tin the recent Handweaver.-

“Salem Streets” like the town for which it; is named, has in it a “trim”’

feeling.:

You will enjoy weaving .it as a good example of a pattern "(On Opp mites"; and you will
also find in it a useful medium for the making of mats, pillows and upholstery. Arranged
with a bordery it makes a good rug degign.-

With all these varied uses one can of course plan-it with many different weights of
‘thread. We will give two settings,- ome,  fine for upholstery; the other coarse for mats.-

Warp:Plan: Fine Material

Warp: 20-2 or 24/3 Cotton
Weft: Pattern: Perle 5; or 10/3; or

'20/6 Strand; or 'Linen 20/2

_ Tabby: Same as warp.-
Threads per inch: 30 or 32
Widtk: For runner, 18 inckes.-
Total Threads: 578

Threading Plan: :
Threadg

Selvage,- €A-B-)
Pattern, B-C, 76 thds. Repeat

7times- - - - - - - - 532
Add BtoD- - = = = = = = ='=i5,.40
578

' No selvage required at left)

Weaving Plan:

Border: Hs.1-2, 2 times
Hs.3-4, 2 ™
; Repeat as desired.-
Pattern:

Warp Plan: Coarse Material

Warp: 5/2 or 10/3 Cotton; or 20/6

Weft: 3:2 Cotton or Lily’ s 4-strand.-
Tabby: Same as warp. -

Threads per inch: 20 to 24

- Width: As desired

Total Threads: ™"

Noté: One can also use this draft, threaded

with the fine warp, and woven with fine
2-ply wool ‘for a coverlet. Simply plan
more repeats of pattern.- o

- The pattern .is c anposed of two
block effects, one shown on draft from
B to D; the other ‘from D to C.- Alter-
nate these, Blocks 1 and ‘2; ‘Add Block
1 at end, before adding border.:

B]. Ock I: HS. 1-2’ o
"-3-4, -

. H4
i34,
End woven pattera with Block 1, then
Border, starting Hs.3-4, '2x.- Hs.1-2,
2x,etc.. ) ’
This draft is also excellent for Honeycomb.

Selvag
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