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Extrall of a Letler.

EARS are paft fince firt you beftrid the

hobbies filk and wine, which feem to be in
full career; and forry I am to fee fuch fpeed, for
aught that appears, without any previous confiderati-
on of the effeéts they may be attended with to the,
community, in an extenfive view. 1 applaud the
endeavours of your Fhilofophical Society, in general;
but in this particular, wifh-fome lefs mifchievous ob-

jett had flattered their attention. Ina converfation

at Bath, when I was laft there, it was faid they are
excellent objeéls to employ our colenifts in; for. filk
and wine will come to us from our.plantations, upon
much eafier terms than we now obtain them ; andina
little time we {hall be able to fpare apart of them to
the European Countries that at prefent fupply us.
The plantations cannot fell to any other than-our-

Az felves.
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felves ; therefore, we fhall have their wine and filk
upos our own terms, and be able to underfell our
neighbours i Europe, fo as to render it not worth
““ their while to make them. * Much more paft that af-
““ fetted me greatly ; rather on behalf of your children
““ than yourfelves ; who, it may be, fhall have fcuffled
““ through life ere the fatal effeéls of your policy, in in.
“ troducing the filken cord and lufcious draught, from
‘“ your once better employed fields, fhall be fully
“ felt: and I plainly perceived, rather indeed from in-
timationsthan from any dire& difcourfe, that the Ame-
ricans are to be drawn, by degrees. into an humble
ftate of dependence and fubmiffion abfolute, by fuch
employments as may divert them from a prudent and
due attention to the raifing neceffaries.”
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Notwithftanding the readinefs with which the pro-
jetts for making wine and filk have been received by the
numerous clafs of wine drinkers, and fond ones for no-
velty, I, though a wine drinker, have not yet been
able to reconcile them to my poor judgment ; however
fafhionable it may have been to embrace and promote
them. On the contrary, fome refleétions in confequence
of the hints in the foregoing extra&l, have determined
me, with a view to the public permanent happinefs, to
declare my difapprobation of them. '

Itis a principle of found prudence, whenever in mat-
ters of government, law and commerce, any material
alteration ispropofed, that you beware oflatent confe-

uencies——be jealous of new eftablifaments——look
?orward, and confider bow flattering foever appearances
are, what probably may be the mifchievous l;cndem;:);_
‘ o

* Should this be accomplifhed, inflead of wine they wouid make
grain; which would render them lefs dependent upon others,
and we in particular fhould lofe the demand for our beft article
of export,
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of fuch new ¥ projeéts when adopted. It is often better

to drudge on in a temperate and middle ftate, than to
aim at too much.

The propofed cultivations are intended to introduce
wine and filk as an American faple; and fhould the at-
tempt be crowned with fuccefs, their produce may, for
a while, yield confiderable profit to individuals; provi-
ded the hand of power fhould not by impofts, or fome
other way, clogg and burdenit. That there is at leaft
one other way, my friend has fhewn by the intimation,
that our Englifh brethren would tie usup from felling to
any but themfelves, as is attually the cafe of tobac-
co, and many other articles of American land produce,
which are already heavily burthened with duties in En-
gland. We have no aflurance it would not be clogged;
and if we had, it might become a queftion how far thofe
who have recently committed repeated breaches of pub-
lic faith, are entitled to our confidence, in a matter of
fo great importance as the parting with what is eflential
to our being.

The firft and great effential in life is bread. When-
ever we fhall furrender that—throw away the fickle for
the pruning knife and filk reel; for the making fine wines
and fine filk materials for our tafk-mafters. that they
may more readily befot and bedeck themfelves; and in
the end, through our pinching neceffities, which muft
follow, govern us witha bit of bread, then may they tax
at pleafure and command like true muflelmen. We
fhould have but little fpirits to claim, much lefs fupport
conftitutional rights, and it would be as ridiculousto talk
of them, as it would be for the meagre Spaniard or Ita-
lian, who, with their bunnel and hufks of grapes, are
juft enabled to drudge through a dark, dull. {lavifh life.

. Unfortunate

4 « Itis not eafy to determine, upon theory, the fuccefs of
political ibnovations.” Princ. P. L. ‘
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Unfortunate brethren! to be thus deluded and debafed
by the arts of tyranny.

Being, from fuch a furrender, reduced to want bread,
how could our dejcéted minds contradiét or difobey the
moft oppreffive mandates of a Grand Vizier ? I would
fuppofe that with our filk and wine we have, like the
poor peafants of South Europe, made fome bread : but
our labour and attention being, by the artifices of thofe
called politicians (too often enemies to plain honefty
and liberal fentiment) diverted, more efpecially to the
purpole of raifing luxuries, which will neither fufficient-
}yfced or cloath us, we have, alas! only aimed at a
canty ftock of grain, barely for our refpeélive country
family’s confumption, and falling a little fhort in that,
become miferably dependent on firangers*, for the fur-
Plufage of their neceflaries of I{e: thefe we are to pur-
chafe with our wine and filk, which they are under no ne-
ceflity of buying—or may chufle to get of others. when
fo dil{ofed by ftarts of ill humour towards us; whilft. from
our {tarving condition, we are neceffitated, not only to
buy their bread - to give their price, but to fell our ar-
ticles of luxury, the produét of cur novel employment,
to them, and to them only. at their poor offer. when

they may be pleafed to call for them.  Our people who
fhall

% Italy formerly exported corn; but afterwards became depend-
ent on other countries for its daily bread : This is alcribed by the
Roman authors to the negled of tillage.

Columel. Pref. Suaton. Augufi. C. 42. &e.

“ The country about Voliffo, in the ifland of Chio or Sciros,
 in the Archipelago, is very pleafant, fpacious and fruitful, the
< inhabitants raife gooo weight of filk yearly, avith awhich they
“ pay their tribute. *Tis thought they lie under a curfe of being
“ always deflitute of bread.” Thev. Trav. to Lev.

The curie is no more than the natural confequence of their
negle®ing to cultivate a fruitful country for raifing the gew-gaw
filk. Had the tribute been referved in wheat, their attention be-
ing thereby drawn eipecially to that obje&, the curfe of wanting
bread would never have fallen on them.
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fhall then live in the poor remains of once flourithing
towns, at all times, and thole in the country, as often
as accidents fhall happen to their {canty pitched crops,
muft gape for the arrival of fhips with corn from a-
broad®.

View the ftate of the fouthern countries of Europe:—
all Italy, Spain, Portugal. great part of France. and
till lately that the cultivation of corn became the firft ob-
je€t of the attention of its government, the whole of
Francc employing their chief attention and labour in
making filk anc{wme and though they are fine coun-
tries for producing wheat, and fome is made in them,
{‘et not aiming at that article as a flaple of commerce,
ow conftantly are they in want of, and how dear do .

they pay for bread].

In the war immediately preceeding the lalt. France,
in the midft of alinoft uninterrupted victories and con-
quefts, whilft her labor and attention were much en-
gaged by wine and filk, was compelled to make peace,

and

* « We can have no wheat {o good as our ewn, although as
¢ good may be fhipped from ahroad By a fea carriage itis lizhle
“ to many accidents. Some years {ince in a fearcity in New-Eng-
“ Jand, wheat was imported from England; but from the long
Weflward paflages it became multy, caft durk, and did not an-
“ fwer.” Dougl.

1 ¢ It may feem an odd pofition, fays Mr. Hume, that the po-
« verty of the common people of France, Spain, and Italy. is, -
 in fome meafure, owing to the {fuperior riches of the foil and
¢« happinefs of the climate; and yet there want not many rea-
* fons to juftify this paradox. The fine vineyard: of Champaign
« and Burgundy, are cultivated by peafarts that have fcarce bread.
* But the farmers and graziers are in better circumitances in
“ thofe countries.” Hu. Ef.

“ Conne&icut is valuable for graim and paffure. Any country
“ is happy where the meaner people are plentifully and wholefome-
“ Iy fed, and warmly and decently cloathed; thus it is in Con-
* pedticut.” Dougl.
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and relinquith all her fine profpeéts. merely from a greai
fearciry of corni in that kingdomi : when her enemies had
only the barrer ifland of Cape Briton to deliver up in
exchange ; whereas it might well be thought that Ma-
drafs alone, then in her hands, was an equivalent.
Ever fince that fore-felt fcarcity, it has been ber polic
to encourage the making of corn, preferable to all other
oduce; feeing and feeling. as we may fuppofe, that
owever great or flourithing they may be in other re-
fpells, bread being wanting fubmiffion muft follow. This
is an axiom applicable to individuals as well a: to pro-
vinces and kingdomst.

A celebrated author reckons it bad policy in the Eng.
hifh to obftru&t the ufe of French wines: and would en-
courage the French to turn their labor to the making more
wines. by the free ufe of them in England; becaufe
each new acre of vineyard planted in France. in order
to fupply England with wine, would make it requifite
for the French 10 take the produce of an Englith acre
fown in wheat. inorder to fubfift themfelves: ‘¢ and it is
evident. that we have thereby got the command of the
better commodity.”  Apply this to the lure now hung
out to Americal. Why would our countrymen on the

other

t « After the battle of Blenheim, the French army wanted
* large recruits, and there being a great fcarcity of bread in the
country. the French King ordered his public ftores of bread to
“ be well taken care of. The foldiers alone were well fed out of
them; whillt the country people were ftarving, which occafi-
‘“ oned them, through necefiity, to flock to the army and inlift in
“ crouds.” 2 Ha. Hus. 338. Here then, we have an inflance
of the application to private, as the text is of a puhlic Submifion
for awant of bread, and that too in the fame country.

1 Hints and intimations were thrown out, from England, of
immenfe riches to America, fhould fhe employ her attention in
making wine and filk. Such a fpirit as James I. attempted to in-
fute in the minds of che Englifh nation, was now to pe caught by

the
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other fide the water, coax us to drudge in articles om
which we may ftarve ? Have we any reafon to conclude,
clpecially from the prefent Afiatic temper of their ru-
lers that there i: 10 the projett the leaft regard for our
welfare ? Rather may we not fuppole that the bencvolent
motive is pointed out. above, by Mr. Hume; when,
what he would that England fhould do by her implaca-
ble enemy France. that fhe would now do by us;—ca-
jole us out of the command of the better commadity. necefs
Sfary to our exiflence, and make it requifite for us to take

the

the Americans.—But they are employments equally inconfiftent
wirh the genius of tiiis people as of that, and it is hoped that no-
thing will lcad this m.aly people into fo dangerous an employ-
m-nt. Like their Englith anceitors, they are roo wife and confi-
derate to enter into fuch an effeminate bufinefs as filk making
e pecially.

[n the time of the fame James of Lngland, the filk raifed in
France, viclded fuch an immenle apparent profit, that our effe-
minate King repeatedly recommended it from che throne, to raife
Siik worms in England: But the nation was too prudent to be
influenced to it by the Royal recommendaiion, although it was,
perhaps, more earneitly prefled by him and his fervants than any
other matter ——even by the judges on the circuits, however fo-
reign to their office: and there could be no doubt of the Silk-
worm thriving and working as well in England »s in other parts
of Europe : as appeared by muny experiments, befides what are
recorded by the Philatophical Society, in their tranialions. It
wits not many years ere that brillime buficzis begm to decline
grealy in France, whszre icis now quite triiling compared with
1is dien vatt excent; for « the protic being litsle z{ﬁ* than apparent,
wis not realized.”  Why did England reje& the Royal tcheme,
for making her rich?—It was asainil the genivs of a free and
manly people.—An employment ficted only to an effeminate and
poor ipirited people. Hence we may oblerve that, .l the world
over, the making ot itk moitly Hourithes among people of that
fiamp. who are cvery where in a Hlate ot miterable oppreflio:: or
flivery. The very nature of the emplovment tends to enervate
that hardinefs and vigour, whicn is the general effeét of manly
Lavour, and vo efeminare the nation that unhappily ltumbles on iz
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the produfl of ker atres of wueaT, in order to fubfift
ourfelves®.  He further fays. there ¢ are many edifis
¢« of the French King, prohibiting the planting new
¢ vineyards, and ordering thofe lately planted to be
4’ gri:bbt-d up; fo fenfible aré they of the Sfuperior value
““ of corn above every other produf.”

Let it not be faid. I am {o extrdvagant as to contend
we fhould be wholly employed in making corn. and no:
thlirg'elﬁé: it would bé a"defign tdo unnatural for any le-
gillative authority to enforce. My meaning is, that we
d'r? not, nor even relax from, tkeﬁ%ﬁof life:—that we
fo far attend to raifing, within ourlelves. a plenty of
heart-cheering fubfiftence, as to make luxuries and deli-
cacies fubferviént to it; and not that any of the neceffa-
ries, cur firft care, fhould depend on them. 1 am, too,
for preferving the conneétion with Great-Britain. But
it may be expetted fhe will allow us to be men who have
rights; and having feelings, fuch as fhe once had, that
the will forbear to play the tyrant over us Let Ame-
rica, when her conftitutional freedom fhall be fecured,
fupport the truc interefts of her parent: She is old,
drinks hard. and her conflitution is much impaired; and
having litigious neighbours, let us exert ourfelvesin her
defence, not barely in proportion to her fickly ftate. but
to her juftice and public virtue; and let affeéhon accom-
Ear;y it—when poffible! Let the commerce between us

e fo regulated, that whilft we render her raw matcri{als
or

* If from their excellive luxury and their endlefs manufa&o-
ries, confumers of bread among them, fhould be in too great
proportion to their corn-makers, tor thefe to fupply them and us
alfo with wheat . yet the fubje&ing usto a dependence on them
for bread, would be anfwered by foreign wheat, purchafed and
fent to us in their thips; They have been ufed to buy of us, to
fend to forrigners; why not buy of other foreigners to fell tous?
They are notto be deterred by the price to be given, whillt we
rault buy of them at any rate.
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for her manufaftories, fhe grudge us notan independent
fecurity of our property. and fuch a fhare of forcign
commerce as will enable us to pay for thofe materiigls
returned to us manufaétured for ule. burthened, as they
would be. with the internal taxes of England, and with
the high prefits neceflary to fupport the luxurious living
of Meflicurs the merchants. the mariners. gentlemen—
tradahuen, gentlemen feavengers, apd other gentle.-
men. down to the fhoe bjack. ——Ifthis be denied to us,
then it becomes not our choice but neceflity. to difufe
her wropght-goods. and to manufature the raw mate-
rials for our neceflary pccafions; further I hope we fhall
not attempt. It 1s not the proper bufipels of an ipfant
country to engage in the manuafaciuring materigls for ar-
ticles of commerce. \We want lands cleared and improved.
The moft natural, moft advantageous article of trade,
to us. is the produce of our farms; which ought of
choice to confift in neceflaries; corn, cattle, wool,
hemp . flax, I/Ezlﬁpe.-:re, &c.—Let thefe, and fuch like,
be our ftaple of commerce; and let even the wool,
hemp, and flax go in grofs.to England. fo long as fbe
will lcave. to us a trade eifewhere open, to cnable vs to
buy her wrought wares.  When this regulazion, fo be-
neficial .to the Mother Country, is refuled, if we have
been fo provident as to have made neceffarics our flaple,
we fhall have the comfort to find our . hands full of ma-
terials for our.own, neceflary confumption —1I ﬂmukd,f{}a}'
falvation! with thefe, we may be warm and robuft. which
vith wine and filk alone we cannot. , Here then is an
advantage in choofing the * better commodities™ for
ftaples of trade, in attémpting to raife all we can, afafe
game is played : we have a moral certainty of our real
wants being ever fupplied; and, generally, if not at all
times, ‘there will be a furplufage of thofe neceffaries to
exchange with others for thetr delicacies and luxuries,
whereby our imaginary or artificial wants would alfo be
_gratificd.—Nor am I indiffercrt to a glafs of good wine I
B 2
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I admire, and am feldom without it: but it is obtained
in a way that America ousht onlv to get it . by a com-
merce and ¢xchange of a fus plufage of neceflaries for that
delicious juice.
Should I ever be without fuch furplufage. which has
not vet been the cale (for my ground yields abundant
corn!) then I fhall only mifs of. for a time. what I can
always do without. Noryetdo I carry my objections fo
far, but that thofe gentlemen who have the opportunity,
may proceed in wine-making, for amufement or for fa-
muiy ufe : and even, fhould the humour {o run, for ge-
neral internal confumption: though, perbhaps. it were
better not carried {o far as this, for fecar we fhould reach
to exportation,

The queftion has been repeatedly afked: ¢ would
you have every body make grain?” T have declared it
cannot be; a law to that purpofe would be as ridicu-
lous as inconfiftent with the various difpofitions and bu-
mours of men.  And yet too much cannot be made.
Mountains of grain would invite a market. But
hufbandmen will in thefe cafes ever choole for them-
felves; all that I fay is, let not our provincial legiflators,
or men of influence, miflcad the people, by encourage-
ments of any fort, to labour in making for the principle
commodities, articles of luxury; but rather diffuade
them from it: and let the fat farmer be on his guard
nor part with his ftaff, ** the better commodity” for
vines and worms§.

It

§ Tt is not thirty years fince wheat firlt became a confiderable
objeét of exportation, in Maryland; nor twenty fince Virg'nia
firit attended to it Before thefe times, a&s of affembly were not
unfrequent for prohibiting exportation of corn, irom the {carcity
of it 1o anfwer the neceflury wants of the country; and fo incontfi-
derable was the quantity of wheat, and it was {o unufual to ex-

pert
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It is faid that filtk would be moftly womens work. *Tis
true; but, if our wives and daughters were to raife as
much

port it, that the prohibitory ads chicfly affe&ed indian corn;—
fiarcely rouching wheat.  The people of thefe countries were then
poor and fpirizlefs to what they now are. Tobacco and indian
corn. engrofizd the planters whole atention. Of tobacco, they
conltantly aimed at making all they could; ull Dung was for to-
bacco ground ;—not a fcrap for grals or grain; their cattle in-
deed were numerousy bhat being utually hide-bound for want of
food, made not much dung: They were apt to take an ugly ditor-
der in the fpring of the ycar;—they could not eat,—could not
chew the cud —for want of food,~they died. Of corn the plant-
ers aimed at making but little or no more than might fuflice
themielves, their Negroes and healts: more would interfere with
the quantity of tobacco. So would wheat interfere with wine,
and wine with wheat. 'What of their corn they had to fpare—
it was but fometimes, and feldom much, was purchafed with a
little rum:—The tobacco, by Englilh or Scotch ftores of dry
goods; or it was fhipt in driblets, to London, on confignment,
the planters recciving returns according to the cunning of their
fa&orsthere. But fomuch was fold in the country to thofe ftores, or
rather bartered for family neceilarics, and tco often for luxuries,
that many planters, at the end of the year, had nmhingthcy could
call their own, except their lands and utenfils of hulbandry;and not
always thefe. They were fhiély delvers,—plancers tor Britain ;—
always in debt, year cver year;—begging indulgence,—cringing
tor more credit, and humbling themielves before foreign faors,
and their boys;—who being birds of puflage had no feelings for
the interelts of the country they rather poifoned the minds of
the plauters rrom behind their counters, with principles and opi-
nions iniraical to American rights and the planters own intcrcﬁs,
in favour of tha: cople—that paliument—which was to fecond
the views of thete very faétors and the Britifh merchants as often
as they fhould call for aid, to facilitate their defigned advantages
over the planters—* our planters”—as they call the Americans.
It was a firiking inltance of wheat being the *“ better commodity,”
that, as the cultivation of it advanced among us, the demand,
and of courfe the price, increafed : and whillt, by its means, the
upper counties ot Maryland were enjoying plenty, and a chear-
ful independence, being emancipated from the tobacco flores, the
lower couaties, (1ill continued tor years, the cringing morr.g.\ge:s

o
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much fitk:as would, from its high price, purchafe a plenty
of cloathing :and food. the men. after a while, would un-
doubtedly become idle and indifferent to any other pro-
duce: our lands woule! Le but little, ifat all. cultivated
and improved and the women performing. within a few
weeks, the bufinels of raifing worms. would become
equaly lazy and worthlefs for the reft of the year;— and,
by degrees. both men and women would be ignorant of
hulbandry and houfewifery. Nor could their filk more
readily purchafe neceffaries and all we thould want, than
money would.  Suppole then mountains of guineas
open to all the people of this country with which they
thould purchafe what at prefent they labour in the fields
to make: Can any be at a lofs to conceive the wretched-
nefs and dependency in which a country of people. fo
circumftanced. would prefently be plunged ! - how to-
tally ignorant the next generation, of agriculture. com-
‘merce, and the arts, ** The riches and fafety of a
country confift not alone in the number ofits inhabitants,
but of thofe well employed.” Look to Spain-to New
Spain and its rich mines;—{ee the crawling ignorant
Spamiard!—our opprefled, neceffitous, and unhappy
‘neighbours !

~ Itit probable. that in another century, filk, with other
fine* materials, and even manufattured goods, will be

+articles of commerce. from the mountaineers, back of
"Carolina, and oti.cr places, far from navigation. and
not bulky, cheap and heavy articles, becaufe of a long

land

to Britith merchants; and, perhaps, are not quite clear of them,
in fome counties, at this day. Thus, as the progrefs of wheat
making travclled fonthward, the people became daily more im-
_proved in their fentiments, manner of life, and independency.
" Bciween tobacco and hemp--how great the contraft! Tobacco, a
“Juxury. hemp, a neceffary, in univerfal demand ! It is in thete, and
in every lenfe the planter and politician can examine it,  the bet-
ter commodity.” tor private, and for public advantage !
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land carriage ; whillt all heavy, grofs, and cheap articles,
will be from the countries moft convenient to navigation :
of which corn is one  as being too heavy for its price. to
bear a very diftant land carrlage. Let us then, for as
yet we have little elfe improved than the maritime coun-
try. retain our bulky produce of neceffaries, for the fta-
ple of commerce,  The more bulky, the better for the
country exporting it ; becaufe it emplnys more labour
ard fhipping; Wheat is therefore better than filk, as
we!l as for the before mentioned reafons. Tobacco
(although a luxury by the bye} is better than the luxury
furr;,—rice better than indigo.

Perhaps the chief export produce of the maritime
country between Connecticut and James river, will be
wheat and flour;—of the Carolinas, Georgia and the
Floridas. rice;—Maflachufletts, and other parts of New-
England, fith, cattle, and horfes;—the Miffifippi, lum-
ber, iron, and hemp---in thips built there.

As to the fuccefs of the prefent defign of raifing filk,
I am not without hope. it will fail in Pennfylvania, asit
has in Carolina and Georgia, notwithftanding the in-
duftry ufed to indace the country people to bend their
attention to it.  The Carolinas went heartily to work to
enrich themfelves. in 2 hurry. by making filk; but in
tourteen vears they exported only 2511, of raw fitk ; and
in the fame time imported the extravagant quantity of
26781lb. wrought for apparel. This I take from a
ftate of Carolina publifhed in London. in 1761, which
feems to be the produftion of a Governor of that cole-
ny. Ihope the following refleétion of his will not be dif-
agreeable, although fomewhat foreign: * I cannot help
«" expreffing my furprize and concern, to find that there
¢« are annuzlly imported into this province. confidera-
¢« ble quantitics of Flanders lace, the fnelt Dutch linens

«“ and French Cambricks, chintzes, hyfon tea, and
“ other
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‘“ other goods, filk, gold and filver lace, &c. by which
“ means we are kept in low circumftances. and though
it may have the appcarance of being for the prefont,
¢ beneficial to the Britith merchants. yet it retards our
¢ increafe, bothinpeople and wealth. and confequent-
¢ ly renders us lefs profitable to Great-Britain ; for the
¢ riches of all colonies, mult at length center in the mo-
¢ ther-country.”

It is faid. in all countries there are fpots of land too
poor for any otler cultivation than the vine:—and that
it is the cafe in the colomies: I canonly declare, Iknow
of no fuch foil in our America T afirm. there is no
foil fuitable to the vine. that will not produce fome other
more ﬂrca/fmy plant.  You have heard of this and
that ifland. or part of fome country. poor and rocky,
producing delicious wine :——they are wine coun-
trie: ;——countries. where that culture has been in-
troduced by defpotic influence. and is -ivited on
the backs of the miierable inhabitants:— chey want
bread. There are other countries equally portion-
ed with rocks and poverty of foil. in as good climates: --
thefe produce no delicious wine---no wine at all. or
nene for exportation. but they yield the neceffaries of
lifc in greater abundance; thiy have bread! and enjoy
fome freedom---confolationatleaft The truth is. where,
of lands very poor and rocky. you cannot cultivate a-
bove one acre; of better. clear of rocks. you can cul-
tivate an hundred acres. or more; in this you fow fields
of grain ; in the other you are confined from fowing
grain. fufficient even for your little family s cmﬂump-
tion. You then look for a plant that will yield much of
fomething from litle land:---this fomething in your
country. has hitherto, ufually been the grape. But the
vine requires manure : it will not anfwer without it; ard
your acre of grapes requires as much labor and attentic n
as the hundred acres of corn.  If poor laud is the bet

for
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for the vine. it is fo only with the addition of snod ma-
nure and the higheft culuvation,  Cultivate the pooreft
ground equally well. and look about for fome plant of
more neceflary ule t-=~fuppofe hemp, flax. grals. cot-
ton &c. But why hazard the happincfs and inde penden-
cv of the country, by mtroducing the vine culture, in
order, niggardly. to difturb the repofe of a few acres of
the very pooreft land, when a vall continent teems with
better '——Thoufands— millions of poor land lay wafle
and uncultivated in the beft countries of Furope. and of
all the world; and in the lefs happier countries, miliions
of acres, better and more improveable. are eqlldlh ne-
gletted. If. ftill. vouare determined to cultivare the
grape. for making wine, you will choofe the land beft a-
dapted for it:— if the pooreft is the beft then cultivate it
But why wine ? You wani to be (‘mp]m, cd:—go then. to
better lands; — there feck the < brtter commodity”=-in the
belter cm‘bfr)rmm’  and rake examplic by the fuflerings
of a great nation!* Your tafte— teazes you to attempt
tl.e making wine:—indulge it!'— But, asyou will anfwer
it to the neceffious hufbandmen. kereafter. lead not one
mortal to delve in {uch barren foil, in an employment
only tending to bronze the voluptuous at their expence,
Rather encourage them to avoid your talte and be Lappy
athome. admift a * plenty of wholfome food and decent
cloathing.” with their placid wives and rofy children,
manufaltoring all neceflaries. undcr a drpuﬁff bar’a,
within themfelves---fparing to forcign countries tl*r {ur-
plufage of their ecrarn. their woor and m:ar ;—
BEST COMMODITIES '—ESSFNTIALS OF DOUMRSTICK
AND NATIONAL FELICITY!

CRESINU
C

#* France, as well as other countries.  See belore.



ADVERTISEMENT.

7 HEN the country. fix ar/evm years fince. was ane
xious to introduce the culiure of Wine and Silk. the
Writer of the preceeding pages did no more than now and
then. in converfation, drop a hint of his apprehenfions of the
mifchievous tendency of fuch culture.  But under an illnefs,
whilfl confimed co his voom. he emufed himfelf with forib-
bling off his fentiments nearly as they now appear.  He fhew-
ed them to two or three fr ends. who thought them to be too
mitich againft the fpur of the day to be attended to. The
prece was then throun afide, and lay unfeen from that time,
until lacely that he fucwed it lo feveral Gentlemen, who
thought it oug ht to be publ fhed : But he determined to pring
only a few copies for Gentlemen. who are fuppofed to be
better judges of the fubjeél and the expediency of publifhing
at large fuch fentiments, than the generality of readers are.
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