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The cover material

Mansuji

Mansuji is described in the dictionary as
“thin stripe pattern using two threads each
of alternately different colors in the warp.”
In other words, the warp threads are dyed
and woven in to produce a vertical stripe
pattern,

In the weaving of stripes, consideration
was given to the manner in which shades
of color to be fcund in the feathers of a
bird’s wing. Consequently even today the
threads in such a pattern are counted as
“hitoha” (one feather), “futaha” (two feathers)
etc.

Mansuji is a “hitoha-hitoha” stripe pattern.
One hitoha in the warp is of Ai indigo,
the other plain white. The woof is Ai
indigo or black of Yama-urushi over indigo.
The thread is hand-spun cotton.
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*Ground-loom” (ji-bata) or “Cripple’s loom” (Izari-bata),
is a type of hand loom.

Wood bldck print by Unichi Hiratuka.
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