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Reafons bumbly offered againft the paffing of a Bill, Intituled, A
Bl{l for Regulating and Encouraglq;g the Art of Weaving,,

T is humbly offered that this Sealing of Foreign Silks and Stuffs as propofed,tendé
10 the deftruckion of Trade, and in it felf is Impradticable. For, canitbe
imagined that the owner of every Ship wherein fuch Sitks or Stuffs are imported -

- (if compell’d to come to Loadon to have them Sealed before their going to the
Port to which they were bound ) fhall not receive great damage thereby , in-

afmuch 3s Freight-mens Wages and ViQuals muft be paid for ; which with demurrage will
neceflanly inhance the price of the Commodity. Befides fuch Sealing, ( cobfidering the
great quantities that are commonly imported togecher , and befonging to feveral Rerforw,
and bound for fevera] Ports,) muft neceffarily takeup a vaft length of time, and tend to
the vaft prejudice of thofe which ftay laft for their Seals. o -

Firlt, By occafioning the lofs of their Market , which willbe fupplied by thofs who
are firtt difpacch, ’ ‘ . .

Secondly , Bythegrcat damage that fuch Silk muft neceflarily reccive by lyingacthe
Cuftom-houfe , and being cut open, and unfolding each Piece y without, which they
cannot come to the ends to Seal them , whereby fuch Silks and Stufts will be much crets’s,
fullied, and tumbled , which will much hinder the Sale,

Ihé Thirdlx » It may occafion the lofing of the Pabricks, by which the Merchantscan
ouly difcover the length and quality of his goods , and whatthey CoRt, and thereby.judge
at what price to Sell. : : ‘

Fouethly,This may occafion great damage to the Merchant by the lofs of feveral Pieces
of Silksand Stuffs, which may amount to more than the advantage he can reafonably exe
p& bg the Cargoe Imported. v N

And Fifthly , The charge of myintainingof Servants, and otherswho muft be imployed
to atend fuch Sealing , and the damage the Merchant fuftains by his Servants abifence
(all tuch time) from his imploy at home, muft without doube be great, confidering the
vaft time that the anfolding aid folding up every Piece of Silks and Stufts will uﬂs:;up. .

11, Next confider the inconveniencies that may happen by the making of evaty Plece
forfeited that fhall be found unfealed. .

Suppofe the Merchant (hall caufe every Piece tobe Sealed, fuch Seal is affixt but at one
end, and may byaccident be loft off; or the Merchant afterwards fells to the Mercer,
whofe Cuttomer makes choice to take fome Yards from off that end to which the Seal is
affixt; or fuppofe a Countrey Chapman will buy half 2 Picce of Sitk, and make choice
of that end which is Sealed , either the Mercer muft as often as the Seal is cut off the
Picce ,. carry the remainder to be new Sealed at the Cuftom-houfe , or at Weavers-Hall,
orelfe he is.lible to have the fame feized by. any perfon, who under pretence of Search-
ing for French Ribbons and Laces, by.the powgr in the feventh Parageaph of the Bill
defired, fhall come into his Houfe , Shop, or Warehoufe , and to his great twrouble and
damage unfold all his Silks and Stuffs, and if he find any Piecesunfealed, (eize and carry
‘them away as forfeiced (although but Remnants,) - )

This will beget multiplicity of Suits, occafion vaft expences, greatly difcougage
“Trade, hinder the importation of great quantities of thofe Commodities which
are the product of our manufafture of Wooll, put the King to a great. chagge to
maintain Officers , to Seal, Stampand Mark fuch Sitks and Stwffs; and inftead of
advancing the King's Revenue (:v ich at prefent he hath) will prejudice the fme
above zo0cetis prr annsw, hy: inlntina the importacion of fo great qua ;jt’&;of
Silksand Stulfs as at prefentate imported,and ¢onf i ,goe tat.

L

equensty chis warr

quanticies of Cloth, Stuffs, Searges, Fithy Lead; and Tin, and oth, § Com-
modities of the growth of our awn Counttey nqw exported, and whick oay the
King 2 duty of Cuftomupon their going out 3 the progui of which {, ;4 Silke
and Smffs imported as aforefaid, ave. - - : o
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Wl 2l forcfh Privees are contiving to facilitate and encamage Tradey it s
~hwnbly boped,, iochi ¢ will be done in England to rewnder the fame durtheniom
. axd Sifficnle, af net altogether impoilibte o be carried on. ‘ o

THL A rothe Weavers defires , Thac all Sitks and Stufts made in Lyndon, or within
ten M.lis, be broga: toar Hall, thereto be viewed , acd Sealed, ard to pa
R for each Seal ; and if any Piece be fuld betore Saaled, the
Oferer oi Putter ta Sale, or the Buyer, (ifa Trader in thac Commodity,) fhall foriot

. fox each Piece. )

This, as i hambly conceived, is, under colour and pretence of doing a publick gocd,
a defive of the Weavers to cieate to themfelves a Monopoly by A¢t of Parliament, . *

The 2ud propafed by them 5 15 to diftinguith between foreignand our heme-made Sitk
and Stuffs , and o encourage the Englith to make better Work.

© ‘Witlnetevery man make i his butinefs to advance his own Intgreft and Trade , by
ftriving :o make his Wares as gaud as hecan, and if pohible to exceed the foraigi=made,
thatfa they being broaght out of vepute, he may himfelf have a greater Trade ?

- +“The facher for thataf he make not good Ware , he cannot fell, then mutt the Silk-man
neverbe paid ; and what follows, bue his Trade is thereby deftroyed 2
~ Battheydonot propefe that the Seals fhall not be affixed to any Pieces of Stuffs or Silks
that do not hold out the true length and breadth, or that is otherwife deceitfully made 5
No;be they as falfe made, as {light , asthott, as narrow as they will, bring them but to
We;vcrsqull and pay for a S:al, and then a Stamp fhall be putupon them equall to
thebeft. - A

* Auditistobefearsd , that ina thort time the Weavers Seals and Marks, if fet up, will .
be fold by the hke meafures , and at as eafic ratesas the Aulnagers Seals are, which at this
day give 2 greater diftbance unto Countrey people,and difcouragement co the Woollen
Manufadture, then any thing thatis onfoot in England. "

Itis to be “obferved, That leaft the Weavers defigns thould be difcovered, and their
incanded Monopofy prevented , they have fubtilly taken off the Merchants Objecions by
providing that all Foreign Stuffs and- Silks fhall be Sealed ac the Kings charge 3 butthe
home-made Silk, made by poor men that canhardly earn bread for their Families, the
fealipg of theie mufd be paid out of their lahape ». Whichrdefigu they bad on foot in 1640, and
having chea gota Parent, demanded fix-pence 8 Piece for Seals; but chat foon came to
nothing, . . , . A

“Itis humbly oftered,that the inconveniency,charge and fofs of time in coming to the Hall
with every Piece to be Sealed; willbe great, and tend to the poor Weavers utter Ruine.

For if this be granted , then let their Cuftomer (as frequently now they are forced to
do) come to them for a Remnant of Stuftor Silk before the Piece be fully wroughe off,
to matchwith any old Silk or Stuffs , ot to Sell a patternfor a Suit or Gown , he gt not
fell this before he-goes to the Hall, and waits(no man knows how lorg) there for a Seal 3
by.“means whereof he is hindied in his work,, and before he canretten, the Mercer or his
Chtlomet is gone to-fome other Shop ;. by which both Weaver and Mercer are greatly
prejogiced , befides the prejudice thata man (hall aflainin dif¢overing his inventions and
pattems too early, o o e
_ TT1]. Asto the pains and penalties upon Counterfeiters of Seals and Stamps,and Sealing
of Foreign Commodities as Home-made, if che Seal be not eftablithed, the penalties fall 3
if e ,S:;is be eftablifhed, the Law oughto be obeged. Butitis prayed, that confideration
may he taken of the feventy of the penaley impofeds -

{f As to the-defire thacall Merchants in LZoudos, : or Within . Miles thereof,
_having any Silksor Stufts by them, fhould before - dayof
brigy ji éach Piecd containing ten Yards, or-Yove, to the Cuftom-houfe, or to Weaver-
H: 3¢ Sealed 5 - without paying any thing for Sealing. S . ‘
Pt s the moft mifchievous dnd uAreafonable thingthat cinbe imagined, very ha-
2ardotis arid chargeable,, -and the greateft inconvenincy that can be invented to fatl
spon Tradefmen, - : o
For every man pays with a witnefs for Sealing , who. fhallbe forced to f"'{,"’
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his goods out of his Shap to XVeavers-Hall, or the Cuttom-hoafe, and pay fof
cairying of them and bringing thamback, and for Servanes ateendwng cheve il
they cain be Sealed ¢ befides the hazard and (which will be almoft impofiible t)
preveat) the lois ofmany Odd Remnants, and disfucnithing his Shop, lofing
his Trade for the ume the goods are out of his pofieflion, and perhap’s his
Cofthmers , for not having goods athome to furaith them with when they have
occafion 3 befides the damage that will come to cheir Wares by tumbling,
dirtying s fullying , and ocherwife as atorefaid , it_may prove greatly prejudi-
cial "to the Creditors of fuch Tradefman who may of late have had great foffes, ar d
are ready to fail ; for how giad would fach beofhaving an oppartunity , undex
colour of carrying theic Wares to be Sealed, to carcy them and themielves
where they fhall be out of theiv Creditors reach 2

- VI, Thenextthing defired,which relatesto Canterbary; Noriich, Exeter,Manchefeer, &c,

their fealing their Wares, and Workmen that live far duttant in the Countries to bring

thair Wares to the next Corporation to be {ealed. ‘

How unreafonable and impracticable this will be, is lef: coConfideration. And further,
itis humbly offered, chatit is utcerly to deitroy the poor Weaver who lives iemore from a
Corporation; tornow the Merchaiit or his Faltor come to their houfes, take their Sifks
or Stufts from ¢hem as they make them, and bring cheit monéy home to their doors but
for the future, either the Weaver mutt be «vitnout moneytill he hath made a good numbeg
of pieces,or elfe ride to a Corporation-Town with each piece he makes,there to be fealed;
which may coft him a days journey forward,and another backwaid, the Confequence:is hig
rainz by the lofs of time from Work, theespence and charges of horfe and man, and the
danger of lighting inta Company, (which fuch poor men aze too much addicted unto,) and
fpending his money before he come home,to the impoverithung of his Family,which by fuch
means may at Jalt come to be maintained by the Parith. '

VII. As tothe prohibition defired from the ufe of the broad great Tape=loom, on pres
tence it hinders many people from Working which ufed to be employed .in fingle Loom,
and make the Work the (lighter, to the abufing and defrauding of the Bayer. .

Teis humbly_conc_:eivea,lhe, Parligment of Fugtend will never pafyuan A ro difomripie -
Ingenuity, hinder Invention, or to prohibit a man from making ufe of fuch Inven.
tion when found out, to confineoneman that he thall do no more Work than
another, or thatif a man can make 16 pieces of Tape or Ribbon tagether , he
fhall make but one, whereby a ycung man that hath no charge fhall earn as much
as he that hath a Wife and 12 Children to maintain : . This feems unreafonable, the
rather for that by this Inveation the Commodity may be made as good and yet
much chieaper, and enable England to furnith foreign’pares cheaper than chey can
make them, And with thefe Looms all Yarn from the fadies is wrought off Kerc,
which otherwife muft be fent intoHo/land to be manufa&ured,from whence it would
be returned at cheaper Rates then without thefe Engines the fame can be manufae
&ured in-England.  Thefe Looms have beeh ufed above o years, many Families
bred up to the ufe of themythat canufe no other,

If ‘now puc down, they and their Families are ruined, and greac quantities of the Yarn
‘imported muft be exported, to the great damage of the King in his Cuftoms. And

which is worfe, the Englifh cannot tranfport the ManufaQures tﬁereof, by reafon they will
bee underfold by Foreigners. . ,

When Printing was invented, did it riot put an end toe, or take much from Writers em-

ploy ments 5 was Printing therefore prohibited ? o
4 Doch not the Weaving of Silk- ockings sabs off from Knitting 2 is if theeghorgro
own g . o ’ , -

VIII. Astowhat is defired, that a power May be put into any perfons hand fufpe.,‘ing

any French Lace or Ribben in any Houfes Shop or Warchoufe, that trades in thefe Com-
modities by a Warrant from a Juftice with 2 Conftable in the day-time, to comeinto i
Houfe, Shop or Warchoufe, feife and take away fush Goods, deliver them to the Cutou.-
houle, theve to be detaned till the Owvner proves them made in England 5 whichif he do,
he fhall have double Cofts; ir he do not, the Goods to be forfeited.
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1 this thould be granted, it would put a power.into every Weaver or othet perfon
that hath any prejudice to a Shop-keeper , Mexcer, Milliner or Haberdafher, to
ruine him at pleafure, come into his Houfe upon fufpicion onely, and withouc pro-
ving any thing againt them, {eife his Goods, carry them out of his Shop, lodge them
where it may not be in his power in four or five months to have them back; becaure
the Term may not come fooner; nay, perhaps incapacitate him fromever having
them, ot being in a condition to profecute his right, by dif furni(hing his Shop, and
thereby occafioning the lofs of his Trade and of his Cuftomers for want of them;

*and when: he doth recover them, they may be ous of fathion, and fo lie dead
on his hand. And it may go further, namely to ruinehiminhis Creditand Res
putation, and be the occafion thatmany a man that lives by his Credit, hus ha-
ving all his Creditors fall upon him, to bis and his Families utter ruine.

. Ye will be very haed to put this power into the hands of every Weaver or Handicrafts
Tradelman in London, and for their enconragement to give them two chird parts of the Pe-
palties and Forfeitures, and the King onely one, howbeit it may have formerlybeen judged
meet to be given tothe Farmers and Commiffioners of His Majefties Cuftoms, perfons
of Credit and Reputation, that cannot be imagined will do any ill thing out of prejudice
to any patticular perfon, :

And further this feems the harder , becanfe 'tis put upon the Owner to prove the
Goods to be home-made ; fo that now every Shop-keeper whenever he buys a piece of
Tape or Ribbon, muft put the Seller*to prove and give Securicy that it is not Joreigna
made ; and if he thould do fo, that will not fecve the turn, unle(s he prove it fo when ic is
feized, Suppofe the Seller and the Buyer dead, and the Commodities come fto an
Executor, how can they proveit? Millinersand Haberdathers buy theit Wares at their
doors of the Weavers and Lace-men.  Suppofe a Merchant employ Englith Weavers to
fell French Goods, the Weaver affirms them to be Englith Goods; the Shop-keeper buys
them, they are afterwards feized, the Shop-keeper proving them to be bought of an Eng-
lith Weaver, will not make them Englith s ; the Weaver may be dead, or if alive,
he may upon his Oath fwear they are French 3 the Buyer knew not of ity for that he told
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20 ths gmuﬁniebcf Teadelmen, awdthere can no way be
‘keeper thajl deal fafely with any Weaveror Lace-man for any of thofe Commodities , if
tbe A defirgtithali be pafied, |
Thi prétenee in the preamble.of the Billsfs,that Weaving is of great ufe to the Kingdom,
-‘andfo in truth it is. And thatby flequent imporcation of foreign-wroughe Silks
and Stfis,(moft of which are couve

ed in without paying of duty;) Englith Arifts
are impoverifhed, and the Kingfdis duty defrauded. This is a great mittake, for
neither fo many pieces of Silky o¢; 5 of of fuch forts as are worn here,can be
made in Englend:  And chat theeffing is not-%:{rauded,_ will evidently appear
by the Cuftoma-books of Londsns;|Dever and the Out-Posts, . 1f there be any
difcouragement to the Weavers;, bey are the occafions of ic themitives, in that
niotwithitanding they neither cm':’nrke fo good Silks or Stwuffs, or fuch forts asare
mliu(}‘l:bey@id méﬁ.yet thiey vg%?ge higher l:n(:l 23“ douglg tll;e‘\]ﬂs‘g,es,md after
alldie sift Foreigners bydjting upon bard Fare with half the Wages grows
vichs misis is the onely reafonthat wroughe Silk from beyond Seas arg aﬂ%rdea
chieaper then home-made s So that-upow 4l thefe Accompts, it is kumbly boped
the Bul will nax pafs. : -



