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PROPOS AL'S for Building in
every County @ VW orkinG-ALms-
House or Hosritav, as the best
Expedient to perfect the Trade and
Moanufatory of Linuen Cloth,

WHEREBY,

I. All Poor people and their Children from five or
fix years old may be employed and maintained; as
alfo all Beggars, Vagrants, ¢ reftrained and for
ever prevensed , and {o all Parifles eafed of that
intolerableBurden. ‘

II. Many Hundred Thoufand Pounds keptac home,
which now every year goes out of the Kingdom
for Linnen , whereby our Wealth becomes a prey
to other Nations. ,

1II. Much Land improvedin every Countyto great
advantage of Landlord and Tenant.

Humbly Offered to the Confideration of the greas Wifdom of
the whole Nation, now Affembledin Parliament.

™\ Onfidering the great Complaints of Poverty , the heavy
Burdens moft Parifhes lic under tomaintain their Peor,

which daily encreafe; the Swarms of Beggays, Vagrantsand
Az i
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Idle People in City and Countrey ; the great, and °tis fear'd ,

irrecoverable decay of our Ancient Trade for Woollen Cloth ;.

the vaft Charge we are yearly at in purchafing Linnen, ¢,
from other Nations, whereby owr Treafure is exhaufted,
and our Lands fall for want of being improved fome other
way, befides planting Corn, brecding for Wool, ¢re, Which
are become of {o low a price, as frarce to turn to Account:
And underftanding , that for remedying ‘thereof, the Impro-
ving the Manufagtory of Liunen is now under Debate, 1 have
taken the boldnefs to Offer the following PROPOSAL,
which if thought fit to be pit in pradice, will (inmy opinion)
infallibly conduce to all the good Ends deficed and intended ;
Vi,

That there may be Erelted su every County according to its.
Exrent or l’)o'pulauﬁzefs, & grearer or leffer Working-Alms-
Houfe , wherein the Poor may be continsally employed in
the Manufattory of Linnen Cloth.

The Advantages whereof areevidents For,

1. This Manufactory is an Employment for dhe weakeft peo-
ple, notcupable of fronger Work, wiz. Women and Chil-
dren, and decrepit or aged pebple, now the moft chargeable ;
as likewifc for Beggars and Vagrants, who live idly, and by
the fweat of other mens Labours, and can no way fo effe-

&uzdly be brought to Induftry and'Order, aswhen reduced

into fo narrow a Compafs or Confinement under ﬁtty qualifi-
. ed Ralers, Officars, and Regular Government.

II, Thefe Working-Alms-Houfes may raife and fupply the Na.
tion yearly with a fufficient Stock of Linnen Cloth ( the fi.
neft fort excepted ) af true meafures be taken, and the De-
fign cﬁ”eauaﬁ

befilles what. is made in' private Families ——Thus demon-

Mrated ; 1, Tis..

y profecuted ; As for example, 1352000
pounds-worth of Cloth may yearly be fpun in; them only,

(3)

1. "Tis well known by experience, that threequarters of a

" .Pound of Thread wotth 12 d. per Pound {pinning, willmake
onc Ellof Cloth worth 2 4. per Ell; which Three quarters
?f a Pound two Spinners may {pin in one day ; Hence it fol-
ows,

2. That 2000 Spinners will {pin Thread enoughinone day to .

~ make 1000 Ells of Cloth, worth 100/, And working but
260 days in the year, may {pin 26000 Pounds worth of
Linnen Cloth in a year, '

3. Suppofc then there be as many publick Work-houfcs, as
there are Counties, which are g2, and in every Work-
houfe , one with another, 2000 Spinners ( though in fome
more, fome lefs ) then according to thefe reafonable mea-
fures, there will be the forementioned Sum of 1352000/
worth of Cloth fpun in one year; which is what we under-
took to dewonftrate.

This or fome fich prodigious Sum of Money might yearly
be raifed to the Nation, whereby a Treble Benefit would en-
fue, Firft, wemight fave fo much Money now yearly fent dut
of the Nation for Linnen, which, as computed by very wor-
thy Intelligent perfons , has.of late coft usmore than” a Milli-
on per Anmmm. Secondly, By employing thole hands, which -
for the greatelt partareidle, it being realonably fuppoled that
there arc at lealt 100000 Beggars or others wZo want a faw-
ful Employment. Befides, almoft allboth Men, Women and
Children that can but pull Tire or Tow from the Diftaff, or
fiith eafie work, may be fpeedily employed and removed
from being chargeables fo that there will be no fear of an
Parith in-the Kingdom being oppreflfed, or indeed charged,
fave only in cafe of extream Age, or Childrenin their Infan-
¢y, neither of which continugs long. . And Thirdly, Much
Land throughout England will be greatly improved by fowing
Hemp, Flax, e~

Okj,
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Obj. Itmay be objecred, That if the Houfe be flocke with fo
many weak_, ancient people and Children, this will croff the grear
Defign, becanfe they will not be capable to fpin their quantity of
Cloth, nor fo fine. ‘ _

Arfiv. AstoFincnefs, it matters not, if but one in five be
employed in it to an exquifite degrée; for there is enough
occafion for courler, for Sacking, Sails, Ticking, Common
“Fable-Linnen, Sheets, ¢e.  And as to’ Quantity, it may not
be the lefs, becaule the moft laborious thing in Spinning is
turning of the Wheel, !

Now for the better effedting a Defign fo profitable and
honourable to the Kingdom, Thave improved my fmall Genius
to the utmoft, notwithftanding I above all Projectors , have
been moft difcoutaged: And 1 know whoever will attempt
any thing for publick Benefir, may expedt thefe Threc things.
(The firlt is Neceffary, the {econd Cuftomary, and the third
Diabolical) wiz. To be the Object of wife mens Centfive,
othermens Laughter, and if advantagious to himfelf, Envies
implacable difpleafure; of which laft, 1 have had fhare to
the higheft degree that Revenge could exprefs; and this too
from a pretended loving Brother, a perfon of an honeft Pro-
feffion, and of as dcbaucheda Confciences yet 1 fay, not-
withftanding fuch difcouragements, I have {pent fome time
for Publick Advantage, wiz. To find out an Expedient both for
Eafe and quick Difpatch, {o as that the weak may do as much
as tha firong, and the firong much more than before,

As thus; One man may turn o Spinning Wheels , which
thall ferve roo perfons to Spin with at once; fo that the
Spinners fhall have nothing to do but employ both hands to
draw Tire from the Diftaff. The Demonftration of the In
fallibility of this Invention may be cafily made when com-
munded, . . O

Asalfo, AnEngine by which go men may, without ftriking
a froke, beatas much Hamp in“one day, as 100 fhalldo in

two days,
: Befides
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Befides the Advantage of this Spinning Engine in Eale,
Its expedition will alfo be confiderable; For if (as we
doubtnot ) by this help Spinners can earn g 4. per day,
as eafie as 6 4. per day withont: By that means compu-
ting only 1000 Spinners in each of the g2 Work-houles,
in one years time will be gained the Sum of 163968
Pounds and upwards, as by Caleulation appears; and
the Invention for Hemp-beating (which is the hardeft
work of all) will likewife in its kind be very confiderably

advantagious.

Obj. 2. But fome will be ready to objed, and tell us, That
we talk_ of brave things, if words wonld do ihe Work ; but where’s
the Money for the Building of [uch great Hofpitals 2 and providing
all Tools and Marcrials will coft many Thoufand Poinds, ,

I confefs here’s the Knot , which feems knit by Magick Art 5
but if it can be untied without cutting ¢r breaking the
Thread , thenlhope our Propofals will not be rejected.

Anfiv. To this therefore I humbly Anfwer, That it may
be done by a County-Charge, with as much Satisfacion, Plea-
fure and Advantagc, as to part with § L to prevent paying 50 5,
per An, which T think no wile people wilk judge to_be an hard
Bargain ; efpecially if they confider the other vaft profit to
the Nation, and that thereby they purchafe (inthe Country)
50 5, per Anmum more by improvement of their Lands for Hemp
or Flax,———As thus ;,

Suppofe every Parith, one with another , throughout the Na-
tion, relieves as many poor People, Beggars, ¢fe. as doth
amount to 12 4. in the Pound, o that every 100 L. per An-
aum, pays s L. per dumum to the poory Now if every 1004
per Annum, pay s L towards Building fuch Hofpital, then
whereas more than half their poor confifts of Children,
Women, and decrepit weak perfons, unfit for any other
Employment, but fuch as may fitly be removed to this
Hofpital; itfollows, more than half their Charge will f}(:r

the
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sthe fature be abated 5 yea, many Parifhes have fearce any
poor to provide for.

Whercfore as for raifing Money, we will take our meafures
thus 5 In England there ate commionly accounted 9725 Payithes,
and g2 Countics 5 fo that one with another, there are 187 Pu-
rifhes to cach County, and each Parith fuppofed to-be worth
1500 L per Awmm (fome more , fome lefs ) at the Rateof
12 d.per Pound, it will amount to the Sum of 14024 /. in cach

: Co}xu;ty, which undoubtedly will compleat the Houfe and Ma-
terials,

Obj. 3. Bur this Method will not bold, becanfe one County bath
nat Jo many Parifhes as another.

Anfiv. Tt mattersnot; Let cach County build proportiona-
bly to their Money as it will arife at 12 4. per Pound, we doubt
not but it will be fufficient.

‘0bj. 4. Itmay further be Objetred as impoflible’, Thas the
Spinning Engine [hould turnto account s becaufe as oft as one
Spinmer has occafion to flop, all the vefd muff be sdiey and again,
fince cvery Wheel bath its wation «ltke , and feveral Spinuers
work, fome fufter , fome flowers therefore all confidered, this Pro-
Jelt will make but a Confisfion,

Anfw. To this 1 reply; Any one may floy, und the reft
work on, and alfo may vary the motion of cach Spinning Infhry-
wment , foas the nimbleftand the flowelt may have their defires
Nor may thefe Inftruments be contemned , fince they are as
cheap as the other, and {o ordered that the Spinners may fit
or Mtand when they pleafe; which doubtlefswill bea good con-
vehiency.

The Invention of thefe Engines is wholly mine, and if
they prove effeétual, 1 hope I fhall norbe deprived of re.
ceiving fome benefie thereofy becaufe Tam fo free, as
in cffeér to difcover it beforchand.  However , 1{ubinit
towhat the Pleafure of Authoxity fhall allow: And to

’ the
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the intent thefe Hofpitals may never fail of encourage:
ment, that the Invention may be for ever fecured to
them, and prohibited to all others, {o that the fune may
be improved only for their benefit, and private perfons
not take the advantage thereof to the prejudice of this
our pious and neceffairy Defign: I doubt not but manv
will fay, Tufh! this is cafic; any body may invent fuch
things as thefe—Thus the Induftry of one is gratificd
with the contempt of ofhers: Howbcit I feave ivwith all
humble fubmiffion to the grave Wifdom aforefaid, to con-
fider,

‘1. Whether thefe ﬁreat Hofpitals may not become Nurfe-
vies for bringing up all poor peoples Children to Induftry, and
how by.a Methodical (govemment every one may be {o en-
couraged, thatone friving to excel the reft, in very fhort time,
‘the fineft Linnen may bemade at home upon far Y)cttcr terins
‘than what comes from beyond the Seas; and whether there
‘be not a probability, if the Engines take, that wemay come
to tranfport Linnen upon as good terms as other Nations,
fince ‘Flax and Hemp may here be as plentifully produced as
inany other Countrey,

2. Whether this greatand profitable Trade may not he ma-
naged for the moft part by thofe whoat prefent are a burde;
{o that thofe which before were induftrious, may follow their
former employments, and fo no want of People for Husban.
dry, &r.

Obj.s. But what fhall we do for Weavers?

Anfiv. 1 propofe it to’confideration, whether it might not
be amore Chriftian and effecal courfc -to fupprefs notorious
Malefactors ( except only in cafes of Treafon and Murder )
to condemn them hither for life or years, whexe they may be
ferviceable to turn Wheels, fit Tier to the Diftaffs, reel Yarn,
fwingle or hitchel Hemp ot Flax, Weave, ce. which an or-
diary Ingenuity may learn in few days, rather than to fend

B them
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them out with a Brand to commit freth Villanies, or tranfport
them, whence they prefently return : And this the rather to
be heeded, for that Forcign Plantatious have now fo little oc-
cafions for them, that Merchants refufe te take them of the
Sheritfes hands, without being paid for their Faffage 5 1o that
above 8o Conviqs in Newgare lately obtained 2 Geueral Par-
pon on that very frore, becaute thev knew ot what to do
with them :  Befides, how many overftockt Trades are titore
that complain for want of Trade, G, Thofe may quickly
fearn to weave, and never fearan employ.

0bj6. But as to Convicts brought hither, it will ba Objeét-
cd, Thar they must be kept more [fecnre, leff they efeape and do
Mifechief. :

Anfw, They may be fecured well cnough, and thofe that
tuen the Wheel, ¢c. may be feparated by an Iron Grate from
the reft: And here by the jvay, tho pious wifdom of the
City of Londonmay find outa means, whereby all thofe Tm-
pudent Night-walkers, and Nurfes of Debauchery may be whol-
fy removed , whichat prefent are a deftru@ion both fo the
Eftates, Bodies and Souls of many Hundreds, and cannot be
yeclaimed by ordinary Bridawvels, becaufe, their Labour thexe is
oplya punifhmenty and turns- dot to aﬁgant‘al’gc',' to keep tIaqn
flere all their 'days,.ox at feaft until ‘they marry, and Keep
withindoors..  ~ . - ‘ ‘

Obj. 7. Some may imagine an inconvenience in fending fo
many people from all paygs of the County to one place,, gnd
fay, Whywere it not better to build many little WdrlgHaﬂﬁ’l“\r;‘tthcr
than one great one ? ' S

Anfiv. U Anfwer, By nomaans; for then we fhall mifs one
grear and chief Delign , wiz. the maintenance of good Govern-
ment ; by which the whole Family may be inftruéted in good
Manners both towards God and Man 5 only as fome Counties
arc greater, more populous, ¢¢. they may have more or lefs
proportionably. ‘ .

. 0bj.
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0bj. 8. There ill remains onc Objection ; and that is,
What fliall we do for Flemp and Flax ¢

Anfw. To which1 Anfwer, That Hemp or Flax (one or
the other ) may plentifully be had in every County of Exglund:
Take Suffé¢ as an example ; any indifferent good Land, Chalxy,
cre. from the foot of the Downes to the Seadide, with double
Folding or Dunging, and twice Plowing, ‘will produce Hemp
in abundance ; yet though their Landbe rich enough, dry,ce.
it will not produce good Flax: Butto fupply that, many
Thoyland Acres of the Wild of Sufféx, will produce Grops of
Flax, worth fome four , fome five, fome fix Pounds an Acre,
and that kind for Hemp, @ aforefaid, worthasmuch. Belides,
for encouraging the Planting the fame at home, it may be con-
venient to lay an Impofition of Four or Five Shillingsin the
Pound, or upwards, upon all Hemp , Thread, Cordage, or
Linnen Imported from Foreign parts 5 by meanswhereof, we
may raife it at home cheaper than buy them abroad, and then
every body will Plant Hemp and Flax abundantly , asa thing
of courfe, enriching thole that promote it. ‘

But why 4 or 5 Counties fhould (as fome have propoict.l )
enjoy this great Wealthaod Advantage of promoting the Liu-
nen Manufatory and Improvement of Lands, and not thereft,
I cannot underftand; nor for what rcafon fo many people
fhould be drain’d out of all the Nation into four or five Mid-
Jand Counties, fince thofe Countics next adjoyning to the Sea,
ought to'be kept moft populous.

But to what purpefe fhould o siich Hemp be planted ?

T Anfiver, Hempis of greater frength than Flax, therefore
of more excellent ufe for great advantage, as Cables, Ropes,
and all kinds of Cordage, Sails, Sacking,cie. As alfo Thread
for sll Ness for Fitherys forwhich, and .other purpofcs, we
now buy yearly feveral undred Thoufand Pounds worth from

: {o thatwithout controvetfic, there’s asmuch
beyond the Seas 5 fo thatw th Lo s uch
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Hemp to beufed as Flax, and confequently the Hem p-Mifl may
be as ufefulas the Spinning-Inftrument,

Having, we hope, fatisfatorily Anfwered all Material Ob.

jections againft the main Body of this Defign, it remains.

to confider of the Order and Method of Governing thele
great Families or Corporations; but the Particulars
thereof we leave to the decper Wifdom and judicious
Carc of Authority; only in general propofe,

1. That for the better encouragement and fupport of fo
many poor people labouring in {o profitable a Manufactory ,
cach Alms-huule be provided with and allowed a publick Gra-
nary, for ftocking themfelves with Corn when it is cheapett,
againt the time of Dearth 5 apriviledge we conceive not to be
fo properly advifable for other Companies or Handicrafts (as
fome propofc and defire ) becaufe that would always keep Corn
too cheap, and confequently undo the Tenant, or Landlord,
or both: For what makes Wheat as often at 4 «. a2 Bufhel (un.
der which it is known the Farmer cannot live ) asat 24, 6 4,
but becaufe all people in the Nation that have occafion, muft buy
of the Land-Occupicrsat the fame time when it is fcarce ? But
by fuch general Granaries the hopes of 4 4. per Buthel will be
banifht the Markots; but in our cafe painful Husbandry, that
ancicnt Employment may well aliow Granaries, both becaufe
this Manufactory and Defign eafes their Charge to the poor,
and is of more advantage to the Publick, thanfomezo Trades
beficesy and particularly, becaufe it helps to improve their
Lands by Flax-and Hemp , that now they need not fo much re-
lic upon Corn for raifing their Rent:  Belides, if other over-
ftockt Trades want Bread , let them quit their Station » and
come to Weaving, and then they may enjoy the benefit of thefe
Granarics alfo, : :

2. That the Maiden-Children brought wp 5 thisCorpora-
tion, may after they attain to the Age of 15 Years, or other
fit time, be permitted to go forth to Service to learn good

: Hufwifry,

(xxy

Hufwifry, and theLads to Husbandry or Trades, if they thisk
fit; norwill there be neell of fo great caution to prevent the
Marriages of the meaner fort, fince now the Parithes need not
fo much fear a Charge, knowing a means how to gmploy all
their Chiliren as faft asthey comc tobe five or fis Yeurs oldy
nor can & youngman have better choice for aWife than h‘ch,
amongft fo many, all bred vp indufirioufly under fleranﬁ'ﬁ
pline, andina way to live:  And therefore this Method wi

be fo far from caufing any depopulation, that it may encreife our
Inhabitants; .and the more, the better, fince we know howto
Yifpofe of them in fuch laudable Rumployinents:  Dlorcover,

 hereby the diftrating cares of poor honeft Parent, oft occafion-

ed by'a forefight of their incapacity to provide for their Chil-
dren, will be removed ; fo that they may pafs their time in
peace, knowing that a-good honeft comfortable Emplr')yn}cl.xt
and Education is provided for their Children, and their Chil-
drens Children 3 nor niay this lefsremove the "Tempthtions both
in Parentsand Children, which caufe them to be guilty of fuch
Mifdemeanors as fometimes bring them to the Gallows; fo that
the Expedients offered for the accomplifhing this ManufaCtory,
will produce a happy change in the whole Nation , iz, no more
want of Work or Bread for the poor, no more Parithes op-
prefled, no more Beggars, a great abatement of Fclops .
‘Thieves, Cheats, Nurfes of Debuuchery, ¢¢. uany Lives
preferved, and ( which is an hundred thoufund times more than
all the reft ) many Souls faved: Much more mightbe faidin
this cale, to fet forth the excellence of this Defigny but 1 leave
itas a work more deferying the skill of the moft Learned and
Godly Divine, and fhall only add,

In order to that laft mentioned incomparable end, and for
the better Education and Inftruction of this great Family, Thar
there may be placed in each Houfe an Able, Honcft, Godly
Minifter, of agood, peaceable, kind difpofition and cxemplary
Converfation that {o no means inay be wanting for promoting
Gods Glory and their Edification : "To which purpole, 0;1_ Il{o-

idays
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¥idays and other fpare times, all or the moft docible part of the
People train’d uphere, may likewife be taught to read, s,

So may our moft Great Prince, and Worthy Sena-
" tors become further Inftruments for the Nations
Profperity , and the Salvation of many Souls :
Thus may theBlefling of Heaven crownall their
Honourable Enterprizes and Prudent Counfels
with moft profperous Succefls ; which thatit may

be fo, isthe heatty Defire of

Your woft Humble, Obedient and Faithful

Swbjelt and Servant,

FINIS

(1)

PYTYETE T TR R
POSTSCRIPT

Aving received the princely Approbation of
H shat moft Judicious and: publick {pirited Pro-
R moter.of ExglandsWeal snd Prolpérity ; and
all fuch Ingenuites as tend to'.genatal Good ,
and whofg -Noble Adtions hiave given -matchlels
proofs of his great zeal thereunto ,. viz. His lluftri:
ous Highnefs Prince Rapere, who having. condifcen-
ded to perule the preceeding : Propofals, vas pleas'd
to Honour me with his Apgrovement,-Advice , and
Encouragement therein 5 Judging it neceffary , that
I fhould firlt offer the fame to His Majelties Confidera-
tiony and in order thereunto , did Introdiice me to
His Royal Prefence , who was Gracioully pleas’d to
order mgto deliver it to one of His Secretaries of
State, to the intent he might perufe it, and bring in
his Report thereof ; whereupon 1 carried it to
Mr. Secretary Coventry , who gave his Approbation
thereof toHis Majefty ar the Council Table, where
it pafs’d without any obftruction :-

Which.gave me the greater Encouragement to
put the faid Propofals in Print, for the deliberate Per-
ufal, and grave Conlfideration of both Houfes of
Parliament; who, I bumbly conceive, are as greatly
concern’d to encourage all fuch humble Endeavours,
tending to fuch General Wealth and Honour of the

A Aad

‘whole Nation.
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Aund foras much as 1 have the opportunity, by-

¢abn of .the ‘Adjpurnments of * Parliament fince
rl)it{%'t’ideluﬂ';"f brgedlufe‘!y aft]';"f‘iv%ifch., r’n;lz Pro--

ofals carpe oyt of the Prefs., Fhouglipit might not
gé ﬁlpc:ﬁgod:to dd's t'evi ﬂ’mé 4 2

fome further Objeétions , but firlt fhall add a few
Words to theAhli'xwen alreadygzi_venhto }he fecond, ‘I"
. Objs pagis. wherellay ; That the! laying out of 5 |
for tb{: Igﬁ&?‘xg'bﬂ' mﬁébé‘dlm-fﬁufés o will parchafe
505 per Anmm for evers. Whereaslinow find,

" That it will purchale 204 per Awmum in. moft
Parifhes ; as may thusappear. v

‘Suppofe every Barm ‘worth reol.. per Awm, Plane
bis Eight Acresof Flax or Hemp, and that worth:
$,6, or 34 gor Acre, which laft fum is the leaft-that
may beexpected fram good Land to be worth , as ie
fkxnds on the Ground ;' wherefore to avoid miltakes,
we wilktakio aus meafuresfrom 5 4 per Acre -05-00-00
. Ror Rant we will' Dedu&y 20 ». for‘g Co

Sacd 205, and foriPlowing, Sowing, and@o2-10 co.

Harrowing tos  Inall
- Which Deduéted out of 5/, there re-
amins clear Profit for one Acre of Land-—!
© So that cight Aores, av the l‘eaﬁ‘v:rl'ue',Z'

%02'10 Q0

muft yield clear Profi; all Charges De-¢20:c0-001
. M

duQed
To whichadd 24 105 whichwill be

faved out of the Poors Book, and ie%z'zaxo-oo.:
’ i B

makes —— < — — "
So that 2 Favm which was worth 100/, per Ann,

will by this Expedient, be-worth Six (core and Two'
pounds and Ten Shillings per 4un. 5 and to be Sold:,
willyicld 4504 more shan before, Which.

fok'the Afwering:

(&)
" 'Whichis aplain Demonftratioh ; that the laying
outof .54 towardsthe building and furaifhing thelc

Hofpitals, will purchafc above 20 4 por Amm. orbrinjg
in gso & And. this is theiloweft: Calculation that
jmay bt made of the Profits ‘and ‘Advantages that
may. arif¢ by Planting of Hemp; and Flax, if well
‘Husbanded, . - o o
- Andioft true it is, there's nd one MadufaGory
in.England (i generally profitable ss this miay, bie-made,
efpecaallyito, be raifed from Land , wich @ liedle hure
doneto thefame as may be Demontttated thus ;-

_ Suppofe the Crop of :one Aure, as it ftands on the
Ground tobe worth 7 / :(which is a° very: moderate
fuppofition.), This Seven Pounds worth being weil
Dreft fic for the Spinners,may be worth 14 4 This -
Fourteen Pounds worth being well Spun and niade
into good Cloth, may be worth from 40/ to 60/
Yeal have been inform’d beyond the Seas, that the
Cloth which might be made of one Acre of Flax well
Dreﬁ,l‘zmd well Spun, might be worth more than
a 1004, : R : .

- Let us not forget, that we haveidle hands: enough
in our Nation to perfect this moft: profitable Improve-
ment; and ajfo, that little more than hidlf-the Money
which in one year goes out. of -the Navion for Lin-
nen, will payfor accomplithing the fame: Nay, if
the thing wererightly confidered, it might be eafily
Demonftrated , %ha: the-Money which goes out of
the Nation for Linnenin onc year., will piy for mas
king of all theClotH that'may be made in vo yeats
although in every year of that twenty,- here be as’
much-made,- as now weé buy in a Year of other
Nations: Asthus Az ‘Money
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Money being kept at home within thé Bddy of

“the Nation, is (asit hath nolefs aptly, than frequens-
ly been refembled) like.the Blood in-its Circulation
in the Body of Man, whicliisnot the lels for its pen-
petual Motion ; but the whole Body thereby the bebg,
ter fupplyed , flrengthened. and nourifhed in cvery
Part, So itis with our Money ; For, fuppofe Twelve
hundred Thoufand pounds goes out of the Nation in.
one year,(which, fome (ay, is. much more) This never
regurns againg Butif the fame {um be paid for. ma-
king fo much Cloth at home,. there’s not one Groasg
the lefs. at. the years end ; So that the very Money
which pays for one years work, may pay for two years,
and confequently for 20.ycars, and yet pals through
all necefary Trades,. andas well to the Land Qccur
icry asany.
The 9th Objs But poffibly, your Engins. for Bxpedition
gy fail, which if (o, then notwithflanding , the Spin:
wers , &C. mayearn sheiy, own Food.y yet. there will be
uothing towards. the masntainapco: of good Government |
Which és the great thing yow aimed at, wheveby all perfons.
who.axe.browght intothe Eofpitab, may-be well Educated,
and effeually Inflructed in a Methodical way for, expedi-
tion and advantage ; Adminifiring incouraging Rewards.
t0 the dngepwans and Induflrious s and Corveition to thfe
Phar deferveiit, withowt which 'tis almofs impofible to per.

¥ .

¥ your.good defign,: , .
f ,{p/wfe 'Iis£cry true:. But firlt, I amiconfirm’d in
my, Judgement, that, the riddance thefe Engjns-will:
make, cannag be lefs shiap what L havé already propo-.
fedinpagsthesrh, L

- Secondly , Suppofc the wor(t, v/z.. that the En-.
o _ C o gnss
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.gins.faily What thens If every 100/ ﬁrrA'rw. in

each County contribute 3 4. per Week, whichwould
‘undonbtedly be fufficient to maintain good Govern-
ment among(t them? Nay, iwhat, If for the better
‘Tacouragement; and more Comfortable mainta inance

«of allthe whole Family, fix penceper Week be paid,

it would amount butto 265, per Ann, to be allowd

out of the Profits which each 100/ per Anw. will

reap therebys which according to our loweft Cal-
culation, is not lefs than 32/ 104 2 year: And I
hope the great wifdom of the Nation will not think
it toomuch to part with. 5 /. for the Building thele
Holfpitals, andafter cthoy. are builty to allow 265, por
Ann. for the maintainance of good Government, =.
fincebylp dOi'ng,»the whole Nation is edrich’d there-
by : Thetyuthis, thefe Hofpitals and Government
is o Effential, that the thing cannot be brought to-
pals withous them y for whatever we may promile
our felves s yet the Work is otherwife as unhkely to
be effected , as'a great Multjtude of unhappy Scho-
lars to learn their Books, wh ere there is neither Ma-
fter por Tutor, to.Rule, Teach, or Govern,; - -
. And who knows, butin very few Agés, each Hof:
pital may have a plentiful Revenue beltow’d thereon::
Yor what canbe a fitter objeét forthe Charity of fuch
well difpofed People, who out of their Abundance,
may pleafe-toleave.a Legacy behind: them: for Pious
and Charitable ufes, (eeing here it willever be im-
ploy'd. to. the comfore of diftrefled - Widows 5 the
Maiatainance and good: Edycation of Fatherlefs
Children 5 The Teeding the Hungry ; ‘Cloathing
the Naked, ¢z yea, the Pofterity of the Donor,
) {accor-



(6) '
'(a.ccordin§ to the Revolutions’of -humauélﬂ:in%se)
and the Polterity of his Relations, may reap:fuch be-
nefitby thele degdsof Charity , ias that theyimay- be
ever prelerved from Extremity. .

Or, why.thould we thinkit tod much out of tool,
per Anmto gl 5 4 o year into the Treafury of this
‘Houfe, to be {catter’d amongft the Poor; fince it is
bur afourth part of whatwegain bythem: By this
means, I am confiden the Poor of each Qarith would
be fofew, that there weuld be fcarde. enow to-eat ¢lie
fpare ‘Mecat that comes from other moens Tables:
‘Howbeit, it were good, thataLaw: were made, that
gvery perfon ghat gives any, Almes to any idle Bek-

ars, or wangdring People, (the Poor ‘of :their own
arifh only excepted) fhould forfeit § :/; voithe Trea
furer of the.Hofpital of that County in which they
dwell, which weyldbe no violation of the Précepts
of Charity 5 but an effadual expedient to refbrain all

Beggats and idle people for the foture, o
gé webelieye {351 hope wealldo) that the happi-

nels of 4 Nation hath-its -dependanceé .on the goo
‘Willand Plealure of God Almighty;, and that the
more we.pleafehim, the greater Bleflings we may re-
ceive from him. . Ler st then be confidered , Fow
acceptable an'Offering it-would be to the moft High,
when by fo piousan A& of Qur Graciots King ‘and
Parliament, togpther with the free Will Offrings of
all able godly dilpofed people, fo many Thou(ands, yea
Thoufands of ,Tﬁouﬁmda, it procefs of time, may be
reftrained, apd prevented from living in that broad
wayof Idjencls and Lowdnefs', in whith s 4ll man:
o¢rof Pebauchery.  Andnow by this Beformafgion,
rom
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from Geheration'te Generation, may become atven-
tive Mearersof his Holy Word , which is the moft
Infalible : DireGrory ro:bring. thermta Heaven.
- Qiby -Xamtalk of gresh }'m%tx wade of Plax in ether
Conminics: Burk fome’ ara of the Opinion ; That to raif¢
the Linneis Mannfactory here to that degree’, is witerly

vabticable ;- aswell, becanfe our Domeflick Flax s nor

fagoodas thak swhich comts frombeysnd.the Seas ;. as alf

acanfeody peaple 2anmot work it fasvell, @ - - _
‘i' Jnfmp’l‘mlis Objcction-y (&tbichr fome are pleasd
s think very confiderable) confilts of two Branches:
The 628 is an Exception to thegoodaefs of our Flax 5
"The fecond; to the Skill and Pexterity of our People..
. As forthe firlty whethetours be: s gooil as Outlandifb
Flax Tt mufibeconfidered;, andicanot be denied,’
but, that che far greateft parc of the Blax which we
Emporc from beyond the Seas, is Eaff-Country Flax,
1fay; thefar graateft part,. ten: te one in proportion
Now Tamcredibly informed. by feveral well experi--
enced. BlaxoMen {who have dealt i both Sorts) Phae
Engtifd Elaxis fiell s good, 50.all intents, as this Eef-
cowntry Blax , and do net doubt, but it will appear fo
upon Examination y . So that the Objecdtion . as in
Compazifon with fuch: Egff-Country Flaxg vanitheés ; of:
whic‘h‘.ye&,(altlmughwe have but lictle Clotlr made
i England) therc is, (asl aminform’d ) feveral Hun-
dred Thoufand Pounds worthyewrg Fmporeed.

But tlien, as to Dutch Flax, indeed the. Caleis fome-
whaymore difficule :: e being a: common opinion ,
shat thele Flax, in.is nature, is berter for making off
Fine Cloth,thanours-gencratly is: But even' this is
denied by perions of. great Justgement and Experi-

ence.,.
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ence, whoaffirm, that much Land in Exgland ma
produce askind Flax,tothe full: Befides, the Dute
Flax Imported, is but little, and comparatively Ia-
conliderable asisindeed the Ulfe and Confumtion of
very Fine Cloth, in refpe@ of the vaft quantities of
Coutfeand Ordiaary Cloth ; fo that, it the Trade
be Encouraged , weneed not fear , but we may find

round enough in Enﬁland, fit to produce as excel-

ent Flax as any now brought from Holend , 1 mean ,
fomuch ss we have occafion for; And confequently ,
way make as good Linnen 5 JIf we do not fpoil 5t in
working : Which is the fecond Charge of the Ob-
jedtion. - - "
Towhich I Anfwer, ThatI have credibly been
inform’d by fome perlons, that they have, and can
now already make as good Cloth here, as that which
wecommonly Buy for 5,6, 7,0r 85 per Ell: And
why fhould not our people, when they find the Manu-
factory Incouraged , and efpecially by the Emulation
and defires to.out-vié each other in good Work-man-
thip in thele publick Working Alms-Houfes; Why,
1fay, May we not arrive at as great Perfedtion in the
Myftery as any people in the World? The Engtifis
once had the Reputation of the only excellent Arti-
ficers for Wollen Cloth, other Nations knew no-
thing, or very little of it; yet now we find, by un-
happy experience, they equal, if not exceed us there-
in: Whymay wenot retaliate, and out-ftrip them
in another Myftery  Or,Why fhould we more {candal
ont felves with fuggeftions of Dullnefs and Indoci-
lity, than our Neighbours, -
Bu to give more full fatisfaction, That this Manu-
_— fadtory ,

1€
fa@ory, efpecially that part which is moft advan-
tagious to the Nation, as being moft Confumptive
of our Hemp and Flax,and moft promoting Trade and
Imployment for the Poors which indeed iscommon

“and ordinary Cloth, of whichthere is a Thoufand Elis

te one Tranlported intoall His Majefties Plantations.

That ¢his I fay is (uddainly to be perfected, I can-
not but give a fignal Inftance, from the laudable
pracice ang experienceof that worthy Gentleman,
Mr. The. Mirmin, Citizen of London, who at this

time Imploys in his Houfe (built for that purpofe) fe-

veral Flax-men, weavers, ¢re, And allo above 600
Spinners abroad. This Judicious perfon thew'd me
more than 500/, worth of very good fubftantial
Cloth, of hisownworking. And in truth, I have
convers’d withmany ; but never found any man (o
able and free to refolve all doubts in this cafe; who
told mefora Truth, thata Child of §oré yearsold,
that had its Health, and a moderate Apprehenfion,
might be taught in6 Weeks to earn its living in
Spinning ; Which, if fo, as from the Veracity and
Experience of the Relator, I have no reafon to
doubt. It is moft plain, that the moft profitable
part of thisManufaétory may be both eafily and fpee-
dily accomplifi’d, and perfected, to the happy Re-
formation of many Thoufands, who now live by
Begging , & giving(carce any thing for whatever
they Eat, Drink, or Wear.

Befides, let it be confidered, How greatly this
Manufactory will quicken and revive our decayed
Markets and dﬁing Trade, efpecially, that of Huf-
bandry; which may eafily be domonftrated, thusg

As the Cafe now ftands, I<;very Family in the Na-

: tion ,
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tion, either directly or indirectly, fend their Mogey
every year to the Drapeys for Linnen, the Drapers they
pay it ta the Merchants,and away it goes every year
beyond-Sea,and neverreturns; whereby our Wealth
is made a Prey to other Nations , whole Poor are im-
ploy'd and maintain’d thereby , whilft in the mean
time our Nation is in a Confumption, our Poor live
by Begging, Poverty increaies, and our Landslye un-
iumproved , for wanz of this Manufactory.

. But now under this Reformation, evey Family
that (ends rheir Money to the Drapers, the Draper fends
it to theMalters of thele Hofpizals, and they fcatter it
among(tall the Trades in cthe Nation 5 elpecially to
the Farmers; and Tillers of Land, ready Moncy for
Hemp and Flax; ready Money for Corn and Fat
Cattleof all forts ; and thelike for Butter and Cheele,
or any.thingthey havetofpare: Andallthis, or the
greatcl part, from thofe who before lay a Begging at
their Doors, or were maintained. by Contribution 3
and now, the more people Increale, the better it will
befor the whole Nation: And doubtlefs, if an Im-
policion fufficient were laid on Foreign Linnen ,
Hemp and Flax, and Incouragement due to ingeni-
ous and indultrious people given, (asin this Cafe, the
Nation might well afford) then to be fure, our Hofpi-
tals would be fuddenly ftock’d with curious Artifts,
by which our new Mauufactory would fpeedily be
brought to perfection,

"Tis worthconfideration allo, how great. an Orna-
ment, befides the great Wealth thefe Hofpitals would:
be to His Majefties Kingdom, and how much they
would add to the Trade, Wealth, and greatnefs of
thofe Towas near which they are ere@ced.

' 13. Obj,
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13. Obj. Toutalk much of Charity, Let Chavitybegin
af bhome with geod Husbandry : If this courfe.be taken, we
fhalipay dearer far Linnen, shannow we do,and it muft needs
be beft Hushandry to Buy wheve we may have it Cheape/l,
wanfw. If welend our Money beyond-Sea for what

" we want, then the more we Buy, the lefs Money we

have to pay, which caules {Carcity of Money, and
alfo,want of Trade, whereby to get more; but if
we beftow our Money for Commodities made at
home, our Money and Trade will .contiaually In-
creafe ; andthough for a little while we pay fome-
what more , yevit is caficr to. part with 9 4. when
Moncy and Trade are plenty and increaling , than to
part with 6 4. when Money and Trade is both. wan-
ting; efpecially, fecing the 9 4. remainsat home, and
returns again, but the'64, is carvied. into anocher

Nation , and loftirrecoverably, . .. ‘
14. Obj. Inpag. 5.you fuggelt, That byyowr Engin,
one Spinnermay.carn 9 d. as éafily as 6 d. without it ; But
bow can tba;,é]é ? fince every Spinwer:now ,'may have a
wheelto turn with her foor | and o bave both hands at
liberty, aswell as with your Engins: And again, its amore
ufual fault toover-twift the thred, than to do it too flack

theréfore no need of helpto turn the wheel, S
Anfiv, TothisI Anlwer, Firft, That the thing
we chiefly defign , isto imploy and maintain fuch as
cannot any other way earn half their living by any
other Imploy ,. fo that more than half the Spinners
would be very young, and of little ftrength, and con-
fequently toimploy one foot all the time they Spin,
will be very tirefome; nay, the ﬁrongeﬁ body can-
not do it, without eafing the fame, neither can they
imply both hands fo freely, as when they are dil-
B2 charged
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charged of that burthen, or incumbrance.
- As for Example: Two men of equal ftrengsh,
skill, and nimblene(s inall points.,. were torun along
Race, and oncof themmuft carry fuch a weighe in
his hand, as is more tisefome to bnm than the motion
of his Legs, and oft-times, muft eafe the Burthen with
his foot : May not the other, who hath all his Limbs
free, be at the end of the Race and half-way back
again as foon, and more eafily than this can get to the
end of the Race, Poflibly fome may fay, This Simile
#s not parallel, and that 1 make it better onmy fide than is
#. 'TowhichIfay,forihe Refolution of this Que-
ftion , Dobut inquire of thofe that Spin, which of
the Two is moit tirefome, The turning of the Wheel,
(either by the Foot or Hand, no matter which) or the
ather parcof the Work. 1 have aimoft as often ask’d
ihe Queftion, as I fee any a Spinning (fince 1 invented
this Engin ) and the Anfwer has always beén, The
rurnipg of the Wheel; although they imploy both
hand and foot by.turnes todo it : Befides, it 15 bur-
thenfome;, and alfo’ injurious to the body s efpecially
for youth, which are growing , to be from Morning
till Evening, always fitting. ’ :
Secondly, Althoughitbe true, That sver-twifting
the Thred js cwnmmonly a fault, rather than flack twifling
the fame ; yetthe Caufe of this fault is, that they do
notdraw the Thred faft enough: Bur to the better
advani?e,this willbe eafily cured , for now all the
aforefaid inconveniencies being removed, which ren-
der the Work moft burthenfom ; they may for their
cafe (taxid or fit, when, and as often as they pleale, and
freely imploy both hands from morning to evening,
muc{more caftly than they could one hand before J
and
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andthe fafter they draw the Thred from the Diftaff,
the more they Spin, with lefsdanger of over-twifting
thefame; fathat I donot know , but thofe that are
fome-time ufed to this eafie way, may Spin as muéh
in otte day, asnow intwo.

Furthermore, thefe Spinning Inftruments may in
like manner be for Expedition very ferviceable for
Spinning of Wollen, I mean Serges, Worfted, Cam-
lets, and Stockings, which being well nlade, are much
mate to be incouraged than Hate and Silk, thele be-
ing Foreign Commodities, the other of our own
Growth., efpecially, fince itis fo, that our home May-
kets for Wool, and Foréi%nMarkets for our Cloth
grow worfe and .worfe,and in the opinion of moft,
{carce ever.to be recoviered ; which, if fo, it muft
needs be:the beft Husbandry to promote fuch Manu-
fadtories, as may be for the Confumption of ourown
Materrals. -+ - :}; : il - 'b
. Obju I youintendthefe: Hofpitals for the Impliyment
of fm;np‘?;:‘{'ua iam’lie.w; tbci’/:;'v owN o mqinm’n,‘b tie bu-
[inefs will be confufed and Impradtioable, ’

cAnfiw. Pofliblyfo, at leaft, in fome refpodts-and
gircumftances ;. bug that ' was ‘never intended , the
maindefign.of thel@ Hofpitals being oily for the re-
lief of alkopprefled Parsntsi Families, ‘and Parihes ,
by taking off their young Children, apd fingle peo-
‘pYe, who have neither Habitation, nor Parith willin
to reccive them, there to bu comfortably mhintain'd,
well educated and inftzucted inall good' nidnners ta-
weards God:and Many Nor'ate any of therh'to be con-
fin'd to this Houle longer chan untill they can well
carn their Livings by other means ; unlefSit be fuch
as are committed as pex(ons deferving perpetual or

tem-



(14)
temporary Confinement, which is far better than to
Hang or Tran(port, except it be for Capital Crimes,-

The lecond Benefit aimed at, is. the procuring the
moft Fine and curious Cloth, as well as quantities fuf-
ficientof Courfer, for Domeftick and Foreign Trade,
tobe obtained with great expedition : For (o it is,
That when fo many are imploy’d in fight. of each
other (elpecially, where incauragement is given , and

ood Difcipline maintain’d ) the Qrife of  all, both
?mall and great, will be 10 excell each other, both in
quantity and curiofity of Work.

Obj. This Manufaitory being thus incouraged , a confi-
derable part of His Majeflies Revenue now arifing by Cu-
Stom for Linnen Cloth will be diminifbed.

Anfw, Thumbly Anfwer, That the fame may be ea-
fily comperfated another way, it being (with all fub-
miffion) conceived, That it would be happy for this
Kingdom, if an Impofition of 12 d. per quart more
than now is, were to be paid for dll-French-Wine and
Brandy ; Asallo 5 s, inthe Pound for all Hemp, Flax,
and Lianen, that is Imported. ’

*Tis poffible fome may fuppofe, that my being thus
intent and tedious, is only an itch of Fame; but I
can juftly affurgthe Worl(;: Lam o far from any fuch
contemptible Vanity, Thatlam rathera beggar for
the Poor and Diltrefled, and for their fakes, would
imitate the importunate Widow , in the 18th of
St.Luke’s Gofpel, who obtain’d her requeft meerly for
the fake of hyer Importunity ; - enly' this difference
thereis, Her fuit wasfor Revenge, Mine for an' A&
of Charity ; fhe made her fuit to fuch a Judge as nei-
ther feared God, nor regarded man 5 but my humble,
though carncft [uit is, Tothe Moft Chriffian King, a

Defender
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Defender of the Faith; as al(oto the Great Wifdom of
a Chriftian Nation , -all which ftrengthens my hopes,
that I fhall not be more unfortunate than was that

importunate Widow,

_ And why fhould I doubt it fince it is fo, that even an unjult
and ungodly Judge will redrefs the Grievances of the Opprefled,
fhill not the Beft and Moft Chriftian Government exercife its
power, for fuppre/ling and reformin% intollerable Evils, Oppref-
fions, and Diforders, fecing the Wellfare and Profperity of the
whole Nation is as it were Intail'd to fuch an A& of Juftice and
Mercy. Itis faid of Faith, Hope, and Charity, That the greateft
of thefeis Charity ; yea, if a Man had all Faith, and all Hope ,
(both which are moft excellent and neceffary) yet it availeth no-
thing, if Charity be wanting, And fince 'tis a Maxim, Thar the beft
of Man cannos be Uncharstable : | chearfully hope, that my hum-
ble Propofals for an A of Charity, will not be contemn’d by
our Greateft Worthies, (ince now in our view, the Wealth and
Profperity of the Nation, is in purfuirof the fame,

1 would not flatcer my felf or others, but do confidently be-
Yieve, That what with the Decreafeot Poor People, The happy
Reformation, and rotal Re(trition of Beggers, Vagrants, Nurfcs
of Debauchery, ¢e. The yearly increale of Ten or Twelve
‘Hundred Thoufand Pounds, which now will be kept at home, that
before went beyond the Seas for Linnen; The great Improve-
ment of Lands; The Exportation of Linnen of our own
growth, &¢. The worth and advantage of the whole cannot
amount to lefs than Two or three Millions Sterling, per Annum, 10
the Nation : and over and above many lives preferved, and (with
Gods blefling on the means) many fouls faved ; which, if fo, cer-
sainly it will be'the beft Bargain and happieft that ever the Nution
nade , all circomfYances conlidered ; Becaufe where fo much Mo-
ney is disburs'd as will compafs this great Wealth (withour which
itis almoft impoffible to be attain’d, ) our Pofterity will have ic
for nothing ; yea, the prefent Inhabitants have their Purchafe
Money (till among(t thewlelves, as it were, in their own Sacks with
their Corn, fecing we Buy not this profirable Expedient of other
Nations ; which, if we were obliged 1o doy, 1o be fare they.
would make vs pay dearly for it,

* But fuppofe neither of thefe Advantages were to-be reap’d for
our Moriey, only the Poor provided for, and Reformation of Var
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-geants dceomplith'd, Mult we do nothing for Charity ? Suppol
any Oppofers of this Defign, were worth 5000 L or 100004,
per Am.apicce, Canthey becertain, that none of their Poffe~
rity may within zoo years come to Poverty 2 Why then fhould
they be unwilling now to contribute freely, feeing the Method pro-
poled, may fecure both Rich and Poor frem Extremity ? And how
dishonourable is it to this Kingdom, that fo fruitful 2 Seil a5 Ew -
land, which by the Induftry of its moft unufeful Inhabitanes .
might {5 ealily become the Garden of Ewrope, thould, by theic
{loth and obftinacy, lie unimproved ¥ How many Hundred Thou-
fand Beggers, Vagrants, Drones, Nurfes of Debauchery, cfc.
who are not only a Dishonour, but a great Difadvantage to che
Nation, living in continual finiul Praftices againft the Laws of
God and good Gavernment, depriving themfelves of all means of
Recligious and Civil Education, to the great danger of their own
Souls; Il Example of others ; and deftruction of their Polte-
rity, being ncither ferviceable te the Publick, nor capable of raifing
themfelves to any better condition, might by this Method,be whol-
ly reform’d, or prevented ?

Whercforeupon thefc foveral weighty confiderations, and for
thas, belides the Princely Encouragement before-mentioned, I have
had the Approbation of that great lover of Ingenuity, The Right
Honourable, the Lord Vilcount Broswcker, Prelident of the Royal
Sucie y, Who was pleas’d to perafe my Propofals, and exprefs his
Sentiments very favourably thereupon ;  As alfo” having received
by letter fome confiderable and prefling Incitements , to proceed
from an Eminent publick fpirited Divine, the Reverend, Dr. fobn
Beale, one of His Majefties Chaglains, and a Member of the faid
Royal Society, 1am therefore embolden’d, patticularly to entreat
the Chriftian confideration of the moft grave and pinsss Divines
and all the Honourable and Ingenions Affeciates of tha Auguft
Sociery in this mateer, and accordingly, to give their Encourage-
ment, Approbation, and Affiftance ; or otherwife to difcover m
miftakes, and reifie any falle Meafures, which through Inadver-
tency, or over-zeal, to the defign | may have committed , by pub-
lithing fome more Feazible Methods from their better improved
Reafon, whereby 1fhall at once be confuted and inftructed; and
thongh failing in the means, thall not mifs of my defired End, viz.
The Glory of God, the Profperity of the Nation, and the Happy
Reformation of many thauj;m{:, I:Ivhzlr are & dithoneur to Borh,



