Hore we must keew in mind that, when weaving the chenille weft
any combination of colours in the vertical dircction - will become the
same comb¢na*lon cf cclours in the horizontol dircction durin- the
second weaving. Therefore if we could weave only onc strand of chenille
weft at a time, we could produce any pattern whatsoever. This of
course is not very practical, althouszgh it cou’ d be done, and it would
be still faster than making o knotted rug. Fo.lunately naturalistic
ornaments are out of fashion., and the geometrical oncs are much more
suitable for our purposes.

The proper way to weave a chenille rug with geometrical pat-
tern is to prepare a large number of short strins of weft instcad of
long, continuous ones. The length of cach piece of weft is cqual to
the width of the rug

o
Let us takce a very simple example of a rug, or rather of a

sample about 6 by & inches (fig.l). Dach mark on the pattern repre-

sents %Y scuare. Thus if we have 4 picks

of the chenille weft per inch, esach

line in the pattern corresvonds tTo one

pick if wef't.

finat do we need to make this saomple?
First: 8 nicks of weft which will have
white (1-") pile on 4 inches of its
rtenpth and 2 iaches of black (''m')
rile (A-B).
Second: & picks - %2 white, and 3"
blocl (7
Third: picks - 2 white, 4" black (C-D).
Fourth: & picks - 4% black, 1%
white.

Since there are 3 picks of weft
of each kind, we sheall fisurc out our
first warp so as to have 10 groups of
of warp ends (the first and last being
useless). They vill be set at a distance

Fig.1l }_EEC the length of the pile. If the
pile is supposed to be onc half of an
iznch bigh, thcn the distance between

two "corcsi’ will be one inch or a little more, Using a reed to.lh we
shall heve 8 ends in one dent, and then skip 1% or better 14 ends.

We start weaving with about one inch of "heading®. This one inch will
be used loter on to turn in the ends of each piece of weft. Any old
and odd piece of rarn can be used here, since it is going to be ripped
off after the cutting. Then come 4' of white pile weft, and 2 of
Hlacz. Then again 17 of heading or rather spacing. Leave a mark in

a different colour here *o suide the cutting. This will give us enouzh
weft for the first part (;¢01 L to B) of our sample. Then agnin one
inch of spacing, 3" of white »ile weft, and 3" of black, plus 1" of
spacing. This is the second part of the rug from B to C. The third
part will ve: 17 spacing, 2V white, Ly vlack, 1" snacing. The fourth
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1" spacing, 4" bleck, 1% white, 1" spacing. This is all.

Now we talte the chenille weft off the loom. Cut it first in
the vertical direction. “e shall have O strands of ucft about 24"
long cach. low we cut ench length of weit on the colour marks between
pacings. e shall have 32 short pieces of chenille weft in all.
Remove gently the fillins at cach end of every vpiece of weft, Twist
ogether the free ends of warp (moisten them if necessary) to prevent
the pile welt Zrom unravellipg. ifow we are rcacy to weave the sample.

First we arrange the weft in the order in which it will be
needed on a small table or an extra bench clcese at hand. e wind also
bobbin ¢f black weft (darker of the two colours, but alweys a
neutral one if more colours are used) for Bin.er.

if we decided oa tuisting the pile weft into round chenille
(C, fig.2 M7 No.19 pare 5) no further preparations are necessary.
If we shall use flet veft ig, fig.2, and fizx.7 in the came issuc) e
shall nzed o flat stick longer than the widtl of th< rug =25 described
previously but with a sharp notch in onc end (fiz.2). Ve take the
first piccz of weft, and insert the

twisted end (core) Ln the notch, so S,
taat it will be firmly held. Now we = Fig.?
flatter the weft on the side of the ° 8ol

sticik. nnd held it in the right hand T
the thumb pressing the free end of

the weft to the sticlhz., Ve put ths stick with the weft into the open
siacd from the right hond side and adjust it so that only the twisted
ends without »ile will vprojcct on both sides of the shed. Now we beat
throush the stick (wern at lovw tension), discnvage the corce from the
notch anc g_utLy remwove the sticlit from the sihed. Then we beat again
and cheng : i : gtill in its forward position,

How many deponds on how thick
the vile is h A > binder it is very imvort-
ant to lecave enoush weft in the shed sco that the edges won't be pulled
in., iere the le tnkKe-up is on the weft - none on the warp, and
nlese arce carcful the rug will get narrowver thnan the proposed
widvh, which mcy cistort the patiern.

Wihen opening the next shed for the pile weft, before we make
the sccond pick of chenille weft we must tuck in both c¢nds of the
first picli. Tais is the main purvose of of th: free picces of core
left at ecach eud of the weft in the first wessing. Vithout these ends,
o 1f we clipped them after weaving at the edge, hardly anything would
hold the pile, and it would pull out ncar the edges later on.

Thus one re cat of weaving hos the following stages:
1-st. Open the proper shed.
2-nd. Take the next piece of weft, insert its end into the notch in
the stick, and flatten it out.
3~rd. Put the stick and the wc¢ft in the shed.
L..th. Beat throuzh the stick.
5--th. Remove the end from the notch, and the stick from the shed.
6-th. Beat again and change the shed.
7-th. Moke a few shots of the binder
8~th. Tuck thcfree ends of the chenille weft into the next shed.
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If the rug is rather wide we can use the stick even with
round chenille weft. The only changces then are: in stage 2 we do not
stretch the woft flat on the stick, but after securing its :end in the
notch, we¢ twist the other end until the weft 1s rcasonably round.
Then the stage 4 is not necessory at all. It may be remarked here
that the twisting of the weft makes it shorter, therefore the picces
of weft must be madc slightly longer in the first weaving. On no
account should one stretch a twisted weft back to its original length
~ it will behave like an clastic and pull in the edges.

When we attempt more complicated patterns, the only difference
is in planning the first warp. The remaining operations are always
the same. Let us take as another example a rug on fiz.3. licre one
square of the draft corresponds to onc
inch square, and the rusg will have 16

______ nEimmm A 1 by 21 inches. It has seven differont
oIz SRRAIT] B iiblocks' of Datt rn: A to B, B to C,
00 1IN E . .
80 2 C to D, etc. of thew is made of 12
s e e QO . . . .
~=~0000 C . picks of weft 4 picks per inch in
o o0 QQC 2 ) . : :
~=0000 1 Q00 the sccond weaviag are planncd).
Q00000 1000000 D ‘ < _ W 7L
000909 moccoso v Conscauently our first warp mry havce 1h
O O O1 100000 - b )
99 e égggguw . groups (12 + 2 for the cdges). It will
o} 500000~ . :
99 1000000 o 2 be about 13" wide (for %" pile) and 14On
Q0 3 Yo rom o ] .
50 EGOEO=rmm - B long (7 times 18+2).
90 QGO0G=- =
: { - e u . o~
DCO— = = 7 But we may notice than the lirst
OQO = R
it block (A-B) is rcally the saue as the
Fiz.3 7-th (G-H) only roversed; then these

two blocks can be woven together. Also
block 2 (B-C) is the some as 6 (F-G), and 3 (C-D) the same as 5 (E-F).
Only the central part (D-BE) has no countervart.

In such a case we have an alternative of weaving 24 strands
of weft at a tiume instoucd of 12 - 2n obvious cconomy in time. It is
true that we shall have to meke block No.4 double, and use only half
of it. The leftovers can Lc used for experiments, samples etc. IF we
decide on this latter method, the plan for the first weaving will be
as follows: Tarp - 26 strands (the first aud the last may contain
only 4 onds of coarscr warp) 25" wide. Len sth: 8ov plus wastage as
usual. If "~¥ is red, o' - white, and "m'" - black, then the order
of colours in the first warp will be: 6% red, 6" yhite, 6% black,
2Y space, 4" rcd, 67 white, 6" black, 2" white, B space, 2" rcd,

6" whitc, 6" black, 4% white, 27 spacc, 6" whitc, 6" black, 5" white.

i" f.’u

It is obvious from the sabove examplcs that when planning a
pattern we should have our blocks eithcr of the same width, or as
multiples of the same width, as in fig.4. Here block No.2 is twice as
wide as 3 or 4. Mo.l is used twice, but
then if we decidced on wecving all blocks
of the same size as 1 or 2, there would
be too nuch waste on 3 and &4, Conscequent-
1y we shall weave 211 blocks as 3 or L,
but we shall repeat (weave twice) No.l
and 2, In this way therec will he no
waste at all.

N

N

Are diagonals possiblce? Yes, provided

G

that in one block they all go in the same

2
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direction, as in fig.5. Instead of making every pick of weft with a
different sequence of colours, we make all of them the snme but scve-
ral inches longer than the width of the rug.
In our case if one sguare on the draft is
one irch, the weft must be woven: 6" white,
61" black, and 7% white. In the sccond wen-
wing we start with the first pick exactly
fitting the left hand edge of the rug, and
then shifting the next one about %% to the
left, and so on, until the last one is rea-
cacd wien it should come cven with the right hand c¢dze of the rug.
The projecting cnds arc stripped of the pile, after the binder is
woven but before the next shot of the pile weft, then cut to about 1M
from the adge and tucked in as usual.

The Locked Yefts tcchnique (7 4, page 7) is an cxcellent
nmethod of weaving chenille rugs. Here it is boetter to usc commercial
chenille weft., Home made chenille does not slide very easily when
intcrlocking. 4And in any coase herce we need or'y cnec solid colour on
each side.

R

The best results arc obtained with rother fine chenille, We
wind it on ardinary bvobbins, but ii we can get larzer shuttles it is
so much the better, since the weft will lsst longer. Flat shuttles
are of little use. The bobbins on the rack can be standard warping
ones, ilere we caunnot hope to weave as fast as with plain, more slip-
pery yarns. To keep the edges straight we must hely the weft from the
rack to unwind by pulling it with the left hand, and the shifting of
the interlocking point cannot be done by pulling on the shuttle alone.
Tre right hand edge must be straightencd with fingers to preveat
toco muca of pulling in., This obviously slows down the weaving , but
on the otner hand the size of the weft maoikes it so much faster, that
@ll in all this is avout the casiest way of producing pattern rugs,
or for that matter ~ ony nile fabric.,
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FROM THE CLASSICS

"The Lincn Manufacturer' by Alexander Pcddie, Glasgow 1822.

The Art of Yeaving is of very ancient origin: the many fabu-
lous storics concerning it, such as the story of Penclope,s web; and
also the frequent mention of it in the sacred writings, clearly show,
that the moking of cloth from thread of wool, flex, Hair, silk &c. is
o very cncient invention. Like other arts, it has undergone an infi=-
nite varicty of changes, and, consecquently, i provements as to the
preparation of the material and modes of operction followed by the
artist. No 'person can ever practically be employed in all the bran-
ches of it; and, although each part bears strong analogy to the rest,
yet a knowledge of the various parts cszn only be obtained by minute
investigation, experience and reflection.
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