COPE IN OVERSHOT.
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“If I renember ri~ht, therce is such a thing as Pergonalised
Teaving., It imeans that you can use a word or namo and base a pattcrn
in overshot on this word. This is very well, but the trouble is that
you can not road il Dback from the woven picce, vhat we mrovosc here
is a code in weuving, in vhich any message can be woven, and later
decoded by an initiated weaver.

This can be done in cvershot only, bocausce only overshot
can have floats of any length frowm 3 to 15 and even more. In any other
weave the nattern would be too long. '

First of all we make the code (fig.l). The vertical colwims

frort 3 to 7 mcan the lencsth of floats, The horizontael rows neon the
34560 nunber of picks of weft in each block, The floats

> ABCDZE of 2 do not mcen anything and can be ugsed to scona-

32 FGUIJ rate the words. “he sane ?pplleb to ?;oatu longor

L XKLMTO then 7. Onc plcg of weft hes no mcaning, nor have

5 DR ST anX‘S or nore piclks. ' .

c TVUXTY Since t@e paﬁte?n derived frou the code may be )

07 : not very intercesting, we can corrcct it by inscrting
in any »nlace cither floats or picks with & nunber

Figel higher than 7, the floats of 2 being :l.ny~ rescrved

for spacing the words. How, how does it loolr in
prcetice?

Lot us take as an exarmple @ short name: A.M.Purcell.

First we are concerncd with the thrcading draft, which do-
poends from the length of floats. The first letter VAW dig in tuo first
coluﬁn, and thorefore has a float of 3. Then comes shoce or a float

of 2. YI% is 5, then space = 2, then F vhich is 3, U = 3, R = 5,
C=5,E=9, =>4 andl =5k
This pives us already the short draft for our threading:

2.2 3 5 &,
s +
3 357

To devolon it dinto a full draft we start with block 3 on
framcs 1 and 2. V¢ could start on any other frame, but we nay as well
start on onrne., Thus the first block of 3 is threaded: 1L 2 1, The second
bloclz of 2 mgt st art with the last heddle of the first block, so
it can be only: 1 4 {1 2 would make the first block longer). T“he noxt
block of 5 starts with a 4, then it can be only: & 3 4 3 L., Yhen
concs 2 on 4 1. Then 3 on 1 2 and so on until the whole llaft is mado:

3252335574 or

$"

Lut of course the above draft without treadling directions is meaning-
less. The trecadling draft rcad from the Code will be as follow:

2, anything, %, anything, 5, 6, 5, 2, 2, L, L.
A space M gnace P U R C ®5 L L

‘ Ic can weave the toxt one block after another in the sare
order in vhich they come in the draft, and for the spaces use as nany
picks as we judge best for a pattern. For instance: (fig.2).
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sl Tt e Vhen decoding (reading
Tim zﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ‘“%%&mﬁp LU“V%hW1 back), first of all we
“mramil o

S ]
1

mist analysc the pattern
(sce 17 3 nage 3). Reject
the border which has only
floats of 2, and start
with the first float
longer than 2. Count its
length - this will give
us the column in the
Code. Then count the num-
ber of picks in the first
block., This nunber indi-
cates the row in the Code.
i nLY 1 Looliing at the dravedown
gt 5 i in fig.?2 we have for the
L RN Arataiial il first letter: float 3,
, EQQQ; T picks 2, vhich in code
b ArTr Firit corresponds to A, The
7 LoL sccond blocl zives 2 and
1 vhich neans smace,
Fig.2 then 5 and 4 or -IT7 etc.
Mow the q cotion is
how to use the coded vords vhen designing a piece of weaving. The pattern
itself in most cases will be not very interesting. To make it look better
we can reverse it and thus get a symaetrical yatueru‘ But we have to inscrt
a few {loats of 2 at the end of the message before reversing. "Let's say
L floats of 2 and then onc block of 3 at the point of turning. Zut then
in the treadling this bleck of 3 must be used only once, otherwise it would
mean one of the letters. Thus our threading draft or rather onc repeat of

it will lom as in figz.3:
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Fige3
snother and probably much better way of weaving short messages
or just signaturces is to make them only in borders, then indicate the end
of the message by inserting 4 floats of 2, and continuec with a tradid$ional
cr modern overshot pattern.
Let's malic a Xmas gift with a "Merry Xmas? woven in the border.
I'> start with scveral floats of 2 (neaningless), then weave carcefully the
coded part, finish with another I+ short floats, and continue the nain part
of the woven piece with any pattern at ail.

The coded nessage is: M E R OR X X M A S

floats: 5 7 5 5 7 6 5 3 6
picks: 4 2 5 5 6 6 4 2 5

Ve have this part of the draft shown on fig.4. This coded part vill take
about 2 inches, and it should be roversed on the opposite border., Thus
we have plenty of swace left for nlain uncoded WGa§ing, It is advisaﬁlc
however to scparate the border from the center so as not to rislead the
recader.



: ¥ X ¥ o o% x 00
x> *x X * 2 5T v % wox : 00
X X ¥ wox < xT TxTxTx Tx 00
s % x mw o XM x x 5 o
aTRIATRIG Tl Rrmaarmm X
X s
bl
pre
Tox
e
%
%
X
3
X e
= 7
X

A
Al

[Tt
IR IETALET

X
x
bid
X
bid
A X
AtATRERTRTA

IR b

i

: x

MR Ll hid

Hikiginia il i bid
pratnhe] I} oY prmaang n ¥
e e TS ki pie
'nhwmwm ptal bid

Fmami mmeman b bid

Very long codod mesnages nay be woven in the same vay, nrovided
that the fabric is wide enough. & letter takes in avorage 4 warn cnds.
Thus a warp of 500 ends can conceal a messoge of sone 200 letioers, or

30 to 40 words. Here though we cannot axpoct that the patterns will be
as pood as the toxt.

So far we swnoke about coded writing which required snccial threa-

s
r weaves vhich have 4 bLlocks of pattern., The code ;n this casc
is different, however, ‘Jo shall describe this sccond methad in the
suue of llnster VWeaver.
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FROLT T EDITOR.

Vle wish to inform our Readers that the "Encyclopedia of Hand-

weaving 1s cut of print. The sccond cdition will appear probably in 1955,

The back covies of IIV for 1953 are out of print also. Ghey vwill be re-
printed later on. Ue have still the reprints fronm 1952 in forn of *wo
boolklets, one with articles of general interest and one with thicory of

veaving only.,

cages can be coded however on ANY overshot draft, or ceven crackle,



