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PROBLEMS 1IN TEACHING

VARIATIONS ON ONE THREADING

One of the greatest achievements from the point of view of
a beginner, and often not only from his point, is to thread the loom,
correct the mistakes, and in general - get prepared for weaving.
Consequently the progress in mastering different weaves is compara-
tively slow at first, even if the student is very good at the theory
of weaving.

Thus such weaves or groups of weaves which may be woven on
the same warp without re-threading, and with only small changes in
the tie-up, must be of interest to every teacher - and practically
every advanced weaver is a tcacher by profession or hobby.

As an example of what can be donc with one threading, we
selected a modern draft for 10 x 10 huckaback.

In the first place the student will have to understand the
principlec of huckaback weaves. Huck is a typical ‘woven-as-drawn-in'
weave, wherc repeats of threading and treadling arc identical in
length and order. In practice this mcans that one slce of the fabric
is identical wlth the other after it is turncd by 90°, The repeats
can have cither 6, 10, or 1k thrcads in both directions. Thus wve
have 6 x 6, 10 x 10, or 14 x 14 huckback. The threading draft can be
written in scveral ways (fig.l) but this doocs not affect the fabric
in any way.
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e shall use in this case the last draft (d on fig.l). The tie-up,
treadling and draw-down is shown on fig.Z2.

The woven piece nust have sonie kind of borders. If only
huckaback were woven we could have tabby borders by threading the
edges: 1 4 1 4 etc. But since we are going to usc this threading for
several weaves, the edges will be as on fig.3. The nuuber of repeats
given on the draft should fill about 12 inches in width with 2/16
riercerized cotton set at 32 cnds per inch.

Now here is the list of weaves which can be exccuted on this
threading with changes in the tic-up and the treadling only. lie give
a short descrintion of cach weave, as w2ll as the draw-dovms.



1. Huckaback.

The only huck which we can weave will have to be 10 x 10
of coursc. The drawv-dovn is as in fig.2. but for

practical purposcs the tic-up should be changegd, og§§ Fir b
so that both feet can be used alternately (fig.h). oc o
The treadling with this new tie-up is: 1 31 3 1 Lz21

L 2 4 2 4. Huckaback has a very peculiar texture
vhich shows best when we lock at a woven piece against the light.
There are tiny slits which run on a diagonal in both directions

2. Turned Huckaback. x X% 900
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running in one direction on one nJMAmm%mﬁm %,

side of the fabric, and in another mnpnnn%zQN T

on the back. If for any reason we nﬁnﬂtrmmnﬁ Ty i 5

want to have floats in both direc- rn m{mdmﬁ x T, L

tions on the sare side, we mndlic one non nnlmnn X -

half of the repcat as before, and mon o n‘n X

“turn’ the other half (fig.5). Somnn <

Put, since both halves of the

reneat are based now on the sane tabby shed (treadle &), they nust
be senarated with an additional shot of tabby on treadle 2. Thus
the repeat in treadling is longer than in threading, and to square
it we nust beat a little harder than usual.
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a little softer than in case of '

huckaback, otherwise the wcave is of little interest.
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to the plain waffle, has two in- gmﬁmé X,
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arc identical, so that the fabric
is reversible. Uhon weaving it
attention must be paid to good squaring, and the beating must be



rather not too hcavy.

6. Huckaback Lace, X XX 09
This weave has been already e 80°
described in the 4-th issuc of MW. mmammm X
The lace opens during weaving, and mg;gmm m n ; X
not after washing as in Spot-Lace, o T T T & Fig.9
and any yarn can be usead. RaTaitaal pid
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Huckaback lace is called N ‘mmmﬁm x

sonctines False Basket. Then a monn
stronger colour should be used in

threading on frames 2 and 3, and in weaving on trcadles 1 and 4,
Thus the floats stand out on a background of less striking colour,
and give an offect similar to the Basket Veave.
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is thec same in both sascs. The
fabric woven in this way is very
soft. Very instcresting cffects are obtainced, when using four diffcercnt
colours: l-st for framcs 2 and 3, 2-nd for framcs 1 and 4, 3-rd for
trecadles 2 and 3, and 4-th for treadles 1 and 4.
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grist of weft., The small spots
should be approxinatcly squarc.

9., Bound Overshot.

As a rulc overshot woven on opposite sheds docs not give
satisfactory results, becausce of the differcnt lengths of floats.
Herc it will worl: much better since all the floats arc of the sanc
length. Examples of treadling (draft on fig.l1l):

1) 1l2121212141 4141 4,
2242424 244 56,
3) 34341 34 34 2,

All thesc fabrics will be rathor heavy. The warp will be partly
visible, and no attempt should be made to cover it. Thus we shall
lteep to the usual sett of warp, instead of naking it very open.
The beating too should be quite normal.
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of special drafts, but it can be

woven on our threading as well.

For best results a special soft weft (wool, pearl cotton) should be
used on treadles 3 and 4, and a strong thin weft on treadles 1 and
2. The colours of warp and both wefts nust be similar if not the
sarie. The floats arc cut (to forn the pile) either on the loon or
later on. Very sharp scissors with rather narrow blgdes nust be used.
When cutting one nust be careful not to pull out the already cut
floats. By cutting only parts of the fabric, and leavin~ floats in
other places, interesting patterns can be nade.

The loon uscd for this project should be cither good jack-
type, or a counterbalanced one with a shed regulator. Only 3 tioc-ups
in the wholc secrics are suitabhlic for plain counterbalanced loous.
Towever if only weaving of samples is projectoed,; all weaves can be
nade on a c¢ounterbalanced loon with a certain carc, but not at a
great specd.

The weaves have beon described herc in a coertain logical
order, but thid order nay be changed so a5 to save time in nalking
the tie-ups. For instance on the standard tie-up for overshot, we
can weave as well M's-and-0's and Huckaback Lace. The corduroy and
plain huck have the sanme tie-up. Turncd M's and O's, and Double
Viaffle can have the same tie-up if all 6 trcadles
arc ticed, just by adding the other tabby treadle

to the Wafflc tic-up (fig.13). Such combined tic- o o
ups arce quite suitable for weaving of samples, o 080°
but when a longer picce is being made, it always © 000
pays to make the proper ti:z-up. Fig.1l3

For tcaching purposcs it is advisable to
takke un the weaves in such order as to we able to point out their
gimilarity, reclationship to each other, and develonment into derivate
wecaves.

ok ok Kok ok ok sk ckok d R

WEAVING TERMINOLOGY

Sone nistakes made in weaving have very interesting cven if
obsolaete nancs. Thus:

BLOTCH or SCOBB - A placce in the fabric where the shuttle
missed onc or more warp thrcads, and thus produccd floats in weft.
The orimin of both expressions is doubtful. Blotch may be collogial
corruption of Blot. Scob might come from Latin scobis (sawdust).

JISP ~ is the result of uncven beating, and mcans the sance
as SHIRE. The originc of the first is unknown, the sccond cones fron
0ld English. It mcant something thin and scanty.
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