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Patterns in Chenille.

Chenille (or twice woven cloth) is the fastest technique of
producing pile fabrics, particularly rugs. Theoreticclly any nattern
can be woven in this way. In practice however, unless we waste a lot
of yarn, the pattern must be adapted to the method.

The requirecricnts here are rather peculiar and to satisfy them
we have to understand how a picece of chenille is producced. The first
weaving gives us the weft, which in weaving lics parallel to the first
warp. Then this weft is cut and woven into the second warp, Thus if we
usc¢ different colours, they will form horizontal strinces in the first
weoving and they will become vertical in thoe sccond,

For patterns the chenille weft is not woven in loang strips, but
in short pieccs as long as the finished rug is going to be wide.

Supposing that we arc going to wecive
a rug as on the drawing with colours:

T §§§ mommn g black (m), redq(o?, and whit? (egp?y
T 900 , spac?s? 21.by.;7 inches, then we hoive
T 000 to divide it into “blocks” first. The

000 3 numbers on the right indicate the
888888@@5%: s blocks. There are four of thom, but
0600 cach is repcated two or threoe tinmes.

83 3 If ther: arc cbout 4 shots of weft
8§8888§§ lhocooog |, por inmch, 1t will take 12 picces of

Ie} 000018_38“. HIIPO0O00 chenlf'i_le weft for ?&Ch bloclk .(Ol' 3).

0% » 3 The width of the first worp will be

0o 8‘881 o cqual to the dopth of the pile, times

003 7 two (pile on cach side), times 12.
§§§ 1 If 1% pile is wanted, the width of the

first worp is thon 1x2x12=24 inches.
width 214 After maling the woarp with 12 sirands
spaced 2 inchos, we stert weaving the

first block. It has 6 inches of black, 3 of white, ZY red 3% white
and 6% black. In all 21% just tho width of the rug. Aftcr finishing it
we weave about 2 inches of plain tabby with a thin yarn, and ropeat
the operation (block no.l is used twice). The second block has: 34
black, 67 white,3" red, 6% white, and 3" black. It is repcated als-.
The third block (taken three times): 67 white, 37 red, 3% black, 3% rod,
and 67 white. The fourth block: 6% red, 9% black, and 6% red. Ropecat.

Now we have all the weft needed to make the rug. The spaces in
tebby boetweon the blocks should be nainted with size, or thia lue.
Aftor the glue is dry we cut the blocks one from another, and thon the
strips of chenille in cach block. In all we shall have 108 strips.

The next step is to make the sccond warp, very open and 219 wide.
The strips of woft are inserted one by onc, adjusted very carcfully in
the shoed, the pile combed up and down so that none will remain in the
shed, and both cnds of cach strip (tabby with gluce) tucked under into
the next shed. Binder should be uscd in the saic shed as the pattern
weft.
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