Silk, n. [A. S.seole; Dan. and Sw. sille; Russ. schilk;
Lat. sericum (passmg into selikum), silk; Gr. serthon
from ser, seros, pl. seres, the Seres, a Chinese peop]e,
from whom the ancients got the first silk ; ser, also, the
silk-worm; Fr. snie.] A well-known species of glosv)
thread, spun by the caterpillar of various species of the
Phalzna genus, of which Phalgna bombyx is that which
is more commonly employed for this purpose, and te
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