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amungst themselves.  The subject was fully eonsidered
and from reports subimitted it seemed that there was
great wowillingness on the part of the workers (o enter
nto a real Trades Union. On the su reestion of the
Chairman, it was agreed that those present form them-
selves into n Committee for the purpose of starting a
Mill and Factory Institute, and to make arrangements
for insiting gentlemen thoroughly conversant with the
trade to come to Dundee and give lectures on the jute
industry in Dundee and foreign countries. It is believed
that in this way it would be possible 10 bring the mill |

and factory workers in the cily into an Association for | turned out and did all they could to master the Hames,

mutual help.
Galashiels.

_The tweed trade made a rapid improvement imme-
diately be’ore the Easter holidays, and still continues
better.  Repeat orders for spring came much later |
this year, but they have been fairly numerons and of
great assistance in enabling manufacturers to get idle
Inoms started.  The winter orders are being well con-
firmed, and the prospects have very much improved
The price of manufactured goods is still very low.
Buyers are therefore placing more freely, and may
possibly have to pay more later on. Machinery is
fairly well employed, and some makers are very busy.
The yarn trade has gat much better, and spinners are
running night and day in some mills. The hosiery
branch has had a good season’s trade. It is more
steady than the other, and does not fluctuate so much,
and still goes on increasing. The increase of new
firms, bath in the tweed and hosiery trades, and in the
iniraduction of new and improved machincry, hy the

Conzentional Fatlern.

| North of Ireland) was one mass of Aames,
| was stopped, and the worke

I 12011 . 5 -
Belfast 1o have an interview with some of the members

i ::E ”:Ll Government regarding the Factory Act Amend-
en

Bill.
Dungannon (Co. Tyrone.)
On Saturday morning last, a fire was discovered to

| h.:l\'n: Lroken out in the extensive store of Hale, Mar-
| tin, and Co.’s spinning will, and in a short time the

immense stock of fAlax (the pick of the market in the
The mill
in number about 300,

but as there was no fire engine, buckets of water had
to be carried from the mill dam. The scene of the fire
was a little distance from the mill itself, otherwise the
whole concern would have been destroyed. The

| damnage is estimated at £10,000.

ahiscellaneous.

CHINTZES AND CRETONNES.

The Art foursal for April contains an interesting

illustrated article on Chintzes and Cretonnes, hy Miss

Lucie . Armstrong, from which we are courteously

permitte L by the publishers (o make the following
extracts :—

Designed by Mr. Lewis [ Day for

Almost as old as the hills is the fashion of printing '
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Messrs. Turnbull and Stockdale.

tion of fast looms for tweeds and steam-driven |
frames for hosiery, has increased the production to an |
enorimous extent. The volume of trade done now is |
larger than at any previous period, and points to a |

large increase of population, and every prospect of |

finure extension,
Glasgow.

The following table gives the value and destination
of the exports of cotton and linen goods from the
Clyde for last week, and also the totals of the previous
week. The first line refers to rotfon goods and the
second to liwen = —

W. Indies Total
India, U.S.& & South Austra- Conti- previous
China. Canada. America. lasia,  Africa, nent. Totals. week.
A87,393 8,178 10,664 a5 137 254 107,041 17,086
gz B9 545 = o= - 8,766 11.468
Hawick,

A fair amount of business is being done in the tweed
trade at present, and in exceptional cases manufac-
turers have been fortunate in suiting the market, and
are consequently extremely busy. There is more doing
in the hosiery branch, the class of goods for which
Iawick has obtained a name being still in demand.
Several manufacturers have not so much to doas they
would like, but over all there isa healthy feeling, and
in some cases manufaclurers are so busy as (o require
16 work overtime in order to complete their contract
within the specified period,  There is thus plenty of
sork both for power and hand framework knitters.

IRELAND.

fa Belfast.
ation of Irish flax spinners, consisting of the

m fast and two other gentlemen, have left

| who records his surprise at seeing the Egyptians e

| cis

on cotlon, and the pedigree of chintz commences in |
prehistoric times  Patterns on cloth were doubtless |
obtained, in the first instance, entirely through the |
medium of embroidery, but printed designs soon |
became a necessity with the increase of civilization.
The earliest mention of cnlicn-]}rinling occurs in Plin

this wonderful method of dyeing, by which the
white cloth was stained in various places, not with dy
stuffs, but with substances which had the property of
absorbing colours  Herodotus mentions a Scythian
tribe who stained their garments with the figures of
animals by means of the leaves of a tree bruised with
water, ““which colours would not wash out, but lasted |
as long as the cloth.” Calico-printing probably |
originated in India, where the abundance of dye-stufis
and the preference for cotton fabrics would naturally lead |
to the cultivation of thisprocess, . . The Egyptians
probably learnt the art from India, for there was un-
doubtedly communication between the two countries
before the first century, thetime of Pliny. The Indian
chintzes were muchin request in Europe hefore the art of |
making them had been introduced and simplified Lhere;
most of them were made by very tedious processes, a
great part of the pattern being painted by hand.
The parts intended to be white were covered with |
wax beforc the material was thrown into the
indigo vat, and the process of afterwards remov-
ing the ‘‘resist” occupied a considerable time.
A piece of cloth, 5 yards by 2%, which was once
made by three Indian princesses, is said to have
taken them all their lives to accomplish.  Calico-
printing was of early date in China, and the Chinese
wore block-printed calicoes long before any species
of printing was known in Europe.

There seems little doubt that

an attempt was |

| 1700.
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| word chintz.

made in Burope in the direction of printing patterns
on colton as early as 16349. The introduction of
ca printing into Europe is mainly due (o the
Duteli, the Dutch East India Co. having brought the
Indian chintzes to Holland before we heard of them
in this country.  Flemish emigrants imported the
art into England about 1676; a French refugee also
set up a calico printing establishment at Richmond
in 1690, and later on other works sprang up to
supply the London shops with chintzes. their import
from India having been prohibited by Parliament in
This infringement on public rights having
been supported with equanimity, Parliament next
praceeded to issue a sumptuary law prohibiting the
wearing of all printed calicoes—a prohibition which
actually endured in force for 16 years, and nipped
the rising industry in the bud.  In 1736 this unjust
law was repealed, but the cotton printer was handi-
capped by having to pay a duty of 6d. on every
square yard of chintz.  Later on, the duty was de-
creased to 3d., but it was not until 1831 that it was
repealed altogether. The construction of these hard
laws was chiefly due to the extreme jealousy of the
silk and woollen weavers—a feeling which reached
its climax in the Spitalfields. riots, when the silk
weavers paraded the town and tore the calico gowns
off every woman they met. The imported industr
gradually triumphed, and printed cali ods
came a parl of the national
addition to the national wealth.
The manufacture has undergone considerable v
situdes from an artistic point of view, and suffered, li
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every other product of the period, from the bad taste
which prevailed during the earlier days of her Majesly’s
reign.  The first chintzes which came over to this
country were most beautiful in colour and design. The
Dutch” adopted the exquisite patterns of the unerring
Indian draughtsman, and these were equally suitable
to furnilure or wearing apparel. Later on they utilised
some of the French designs, and these were principally
floral, very true to mature, and heantiful in drawing
But presently the English commenced to design for

| themselves, and some terrible patterns were allowed to

walk the earth. . . . Aboul 40 years ago glazed
chintz was greatly used for furniture, and some of the
patlerns were quite surprisingly bad. There
was great poverty of invention in the patterns, and

| where an Indian design was dealt with the artist would

introduce extraneous curves, which were fatal to purity
of effect. . . . A review of these ancient pallerns

| makes us feel how grateful we should be to the wsthetic

movement, which has done away with so much bad
colour and design. . . . TItis difficult to caleulate
the amount of harm which may be wrought by a bad
design scattered broadcast over the world : how it
influences the mind in childhood, and gradually

| vulgarises the taste.

There is something pleasant in the very sound of the
It calls up visions of life in an old-
fashioned country house, of roses looking in at the
windaw, and of other roses, almost as fn:.jh, meander-
ing over curtain and couch. Dolly Varden is a pleasant
vision in her chintz gown, and Olivia and Sophia eer-
tainly wore such garments every day. But fashion
goes before sentiment, and all these sweet recollections
will not alter the fact that chintz has been out of
fashion for a matter of 15 or 20 years. A few oWners
of large country houses have remained faithful to chintz,



verings were going out of fashion,
g manufacturer saw the heauly
h mig! ¢ in a fninn called cretonne, which is
<imply chintz without the glaze. It is a question whether
«chintz is perfectly suitable to a town. Its extreme
daintiness seems out of place in a city, as the innocent
chat of a country cousin seems almost like a reproach
10 a woman of the world. But the soft tints of cretonne
are al leasing and harmonious, and there is
no fabric (with the exception of brocade) which looks
so well in a drawing-room. If we cannot have rich-
ness, let us have simplicity. There is no middle
ground hetween satin and cotton.
cretonne has had an enormous influence on household
decoration, and we see agreeable patterns and har-
monious hues where we shauld once have seen a whole
appalling snite of furniture in one tone of colour.
erc is a certain want of enterprise amongst some
of the chintz mannfacturers, and many of them go on
printing the same patterns for a period of twenty years,
unmindful of the development of taste which is going on
around them. A decp debt of gratitude is due to the
man who designs a beautiful pattern to delight our
eyes, and we owe much to Mz W. Morris, a pioneer
in the renaissanee of taste. Mr. Morris’s patterns were
mastly called after flowers, but the later ones hear the
names of the rivers for which Mr. Morris has so great
a love : the Wandle, the Lodden. the Kennet, and the
Cray, have all been immortalised by Mr. Morris, The
designs are not typical of any of thenvers; they are
merely mixtures of scroll work with those wonderlul
flowers which elong to no particular order that could
be classified by the botanists, but only live in Mr.
Morris's fancy.

At Mr. Marris's factory at Merton Albey, one may
see the whole process of production, from the time
when the chinlz commences its career in the dye-vat, 1o
the time when it hecomes a thing of beauty on the
printer’s table. Madder, weld, and indigo
are the three principal dyes, and these are mixed with
a mondant, for cotton has in itself no affinity with dye,
hut must be induced to cling to it through a chemical
medium. . . . Mr Morris's chintzes are all block-
printed. . . The difference between chintz and
cretonnesimply consists in the glazing, which is effected
hy the clath being wonnd round a har roller.

Messrs. Hindley are one of the oldest firms of chintz
manufacturers.  Manyold patterns are o be seen here
most are of flowers drawn in a natmal style, and
printed in natural colours, for Mr. Ilindley considers
that one of the charms of chintz is thar you get the
flowers as Lright as in nature.

Manchester produces many styles in chinizes and
cretonnes, some of which form illustrations 1o this
article. The love for striped chintzes must necessarily
return along with the old forms of furniture, and some
good specimens have lately appeared.

Some excellent patterns have becn designed by Mr.
Lewis F. Day, amﬁ printed by Messrs. Turnbull and
Stockdale, nl} Stacksteads. near Manchester, a firm
well-known for their printing of réversible chinizes.

——————

THE HOME SECRETARY'S FACTORY
BILL.

On Thursday the Factory and Workshop Bill
of the Home Secrelary was again before the
House of Commons’ Grand Committee on Trade, Mr.
Oshorne Morgan presiding, and over forty members
being present, including a strong muster of those from
Lancashire.

Mr. Matthews opened the proceedings with an
amendment 10 clanse 7, intended to concilinte the
various kinds of opposition to the fire-escape clause.
He withdrew the provision that in every factory com-
menced after next New Year's Day there shonld be on
cach storey above the ground floor a means of escape
independent of the ordinary staircase, and he proposed
instead that the local sanitary authority should be em-

powered to require for every storey such means of

escape in case of fire as can reasonably be required
under the circumstances of each case ; and proposed also
to extend the same provision to the old factories. In
both cases, however, it would only apply to factories
containing more than forty workpeople,

Mr. Mundella thought this a fairly satisfactory con-
cession, but other members for manufacturing con-
stituencies were not quite of his opinion, and even-
wally it was agreed that in the case of old factories the
owners, not the occupiers, should have the duty of pro-
viding any means of escape insisted on by the Sani-
tary Authority. Much distrust of that Authority being
expressed, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. J.
Maclean, that should anfy difference arise between
them and the proprietor of an old factory, cither party
should have the night to refer to arbitration, Thus

The introduction of

accepl: S
Mr. Syduey Buston then moved the rej «
use, on the ground that clau sufficient
Sir H. James opposed the amen Y
that clanse 8 wonld leave sec Pr

the casual visit of the inspector of

gencrally an unskilled person as far as such matlers
were concerned.  The operatives had asked far more
thanthe fire-escape clause conceded. They were willing
to take it as a compromise, but would strongly resent
heing deprived of it altogether.  The amendment was
negatived and the clavse added to the Bill.

Clause 8 was then considered. Tt gives to the Home
h‘ecrclar{' power to make special rules and requirements
against dangerous and unhealthy incidents of employ-
ment in factories, and it was described by the right
hon, gentleman himself as a large experiment, placing
all the factories of the country under his nursing care.
Mr. Sydney Buxton moved toinclude workshops with-
in its operation, and this was agreed to,

The next amendment, proposed by Sir Tenry
James, led to much confusion in the Committee
generally.  Te moved that the Home Secretary should
act when *‘ the provision for the admission of fresh air
is not sufficient for ensuring the good health of the

rsons emplayed in the faciory.”™ Mr. Matthews re-
used to accept this responsibility, and then Sir Henry
James protested against what he regarded as a breach
of agreement. He had consented to withdraw the
proposal of his nwn bill that 600 cubic feet af air per
person per hour should be admitted into every factory
on condition that the proposal he now made were
substituted.  Sir M. Hicks-Beach endeavoured to
shield his colleagune from the wrath of the learned
gentleman, but the latter, backed hy Mr. Mundella,
refused to be pacified.  He wonld not accept a sug-
gestion by his supporter, Sir William Houldsweorth,
that his  amendment should end at the word
< cufficient,” nor would he listen to Mr. Matthews's
argument that no amount of fresh air would be
sufficient to secure good health to some people.  So
many proposals were made that the chairman and
everybody else became hewildered.  Ultimately Sir
William Fouldsworth's suggestion was moved by Mr.
Winterhotham, and carried by 20 voles to 10 Sir
H. James's amendment thus curtailed was  then
adopted, and clause § as altered was added to the
Dbill,

The Committee then rose.

SN e
THE POISONOUS DYE 'SCARE

It has been remarked in France, says the Daily
News, that the wearing by children of red stockings
coincided with pustular eruptions on their legs and
feet  ** M. Schutzenberger, a chemical expert, says
that all the many specimens submitted to him derived
their red colour from matters derived frant aniline, and
containing a large proportion of antimoniac oxide. As
children perspire freely, this matter enters intosolution,
and is thus taken into the pores.  The Professor had
no doubt that it was the cause of the pustular rash
which accompanied the use of red stockings.”

Commenting on the above, the Warehowusemen and
Drapers' Jowonal says:—'* A little while ago the
report ran that black stockings were going out of wear,
which is not at all likely, but now it can be said, with
tolerable safety. that red stockings are coming in. Not
that there need be any hurry to send off orders for
flaming hosiery either in large or small quantities, for
it is in sensational articles and alarmist paragraphs
upon arsenical poisoning end the injurious effects of
aniline dyes that the red stockings will alone he pro-
minent  The fact that sox, or socks, and stockings of
these colours are so little worn at present will take
most of the sting out of acrid warnings against
antimoninc oxide, arseniate of soda, pustular erup-
tions, and other analytical and dermatological terrors.
Paper collars are also safely removed from the charges
once brought against them, and the long popularity of
subducd shades in dress has preserved us for some
time past from the sweeping condemnation of carpets,
clothing, confectionery, and paper hangings, to which
we have at times been accustomed.  The fact that a
report has been sent to the Board of Ilealth of Paris
by a chemical expert 10 whom a commission had been
given to enquire whether there was any connection
between scarlet stockings and some skin complaints of
school children, to the effeet that the dye matter had
brought out a rash on the little ones’ legs, will put
fresh life into the old jeremiads. It will be a wonder
if the resolution of the Board of Health in favour of
prohibiting all wearing apparel dyed with metallic
preparations is not warmly seconded over here, espe-
cially as there is a strong tendency towards brighter
and more pronounced colours in costume. Without
any particular sympathy for coal-tar pigments, and cer-
tainly no favour whatever towards injurious or poison-
ous fabrics of any sort, it would still be much more
satisfactory 1o have the question as to the effect of cer-
tain dyes, particularly upon certain skins, carefully en-

AGAIN.

MANCHESTER,

The indications recently given af slow
the early future have so far been complel
The demand for cotton lias again been
scale, and prices, in view of .lha;hiﬂ_qx
ports, and of cotton coming into v
drooping. The state of the cotton ke
ever, only a reflection of those for
all alike there is a very slow trade.
that occurred two or three weeks ago has
wore looms under engagement than was pr
case.  This, however, has been on the
that returned scarcely anything beyond ba
production.  The trade continue 1o ook forward
Tongingly but almost hopelessly for the advent
lietter times, of which, however, at present there is |
sign in prospect. It looks as if
cotton, even should it attain nine
to be by this time discounted, and it is !
the growth of this belief we may soon see a T
of business on a more extended seale than isanyw
the moment anticipated. Still the pass-wordou
“ q careful watch ™ of tendencies. As wel
stated, the prolabilities seem to point to a stil ¢
divergence in prices between the grades of pﬁiﬁ)
cotton from middling dewnward, and thos
that point. The course of the market duting the wei
has again shewn it. Speculations regard:_n.‘!ﬁ :
crop and its quality and’ amount are already |
to be heard. In some cases it is contended thal
present extraordinary crop will have greatly exhausted
the soil, whilst the low prices obtained for such a large
proportion will deter extensive planting in the States
where the inferior cotton of the current crop has been
grown.  Both of these facts, if facts they shau
to be, will tend to sendl up the values of n
futures, which, it is argued, will advance
from their present position.  This looks sound enor
on the surface, but the reasoning ignores the fact tl
the extraordinary magnitude of the present
really due to the fertilisation of the scil ai
the extensive floods of the preceding season, w
hardly yet be exhausted, whilst 1ts defe
may be traced to adverse atmospheric con:
greal state of Texas in both respects mus|
from these remarks. The quality of its crop
good, and has realised premium rates.
enable the planters to purchase fertilisers ar
full planting. With reasonably favonrabl
during the growing season, and norma
during harvesting, the crop, though it n
the present one in amount, ought not to |
good average, whilst its quality may reasonalily |
pected to turn out better than the current one.
are o few of the points that ought to bec
hefore extensive contracts for a long tim hw&
made. ¢ .
Corrox —The demand for cotton throughout the
week has been, without variation, exceedingly slow. A
small business has resulted, and the official quotations
for both spots and futures shew a reduction.  Our last
report closed upon a very dull market, with spots the
turn in buyers’ favour, whilst futures gave way for cur-
rent crops 1% to 2 points, and % to 1 point for next
crop. Crop movements on Saturday in the Statesstill
tended to depress the marker, whilst the revelations of
the quarterly stock-taking in Liverpool, shewing an
excess of 42,000 hales American, intensified the
depressed feeling. The spat demand was small, and
futures gave way I 1o 1% points on the day. Monday
brought no relief; spots were casier, and the official
uotations for middling and grades below were reduced
$«(- Futures were about !4 a point worse. The
normal quietness of a Tuesday was intensified by the
very small enquiry met with for spots, though futures
were somewhal bétler owing to specnlative operations,
and gained 1 to 1! paints. A revulsion, however,
oceurred on Wednesday owing to large port receipts,
spots being pressed for sale at irregular rates, and
futures declining 2 to 3 points on the day. Yesterday
the demand rather increased for spots, slightly steady-
ing rates, whilst futures miade a gain of T paint, but
this was afterwards lost. The record for the week
shews that quotations of middling and below are
reduced ., whilst futures have receded 3% to 6
points for the positions from the current month to
August, and 3 to 4 points for those S i
has been in a little better request, and ar
ness has been brought to book.  This,
not been sufficiently to prevent prices

these having generally been reduced fad.






