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THE TEXTILE MERCURY.

the crop of & 00 aere plantation with one
machine, or 30 days with 20 machines. The
officiency of a single machine, and the great cost
of a plant of adequate capacity, removes the
treatment of ramio by such methods from the
plane of commereinl snccess. The efforts of
American igventors have not resalted in the
prodnetion of o perfect machine, The Ramie
(o, of Philadelphia, which was formed for the
parpose of exploiting the Trevenet patents, is
sbout to be wound up.  Mr. Chas. Toppan, of
Salem, Mass, has devised n method of degnm-
mins the mmie fibre when separated from the
-talk, but a maching, at a low cost, to
work in the green field just as the threshlug
mashine wmﬁu on wheat, s still wanting,
and without it ramie must perforeé remain,
comparatively speaking, in the back-ground.
The linen guestion still continues to agitate
the minds of the commercial public. A *Linen
Lporter,” who lias been discassing the matter
in the Leonomisf, writes in reply to adverse
" criticisms, that “ we do not object to an
American linen industry if it can be done on a
basis of fair competition, but we do object
if it requires this greatly increased rate of duty,
There 15 no comparison between the «ilk and
woollen industries and linen, hecanse the latter
has been established here for nearly thirty
years, during which it had a protection of 35
per cent. and yet has not grown, althuu(fh one
manufacturer has been able to exist and make
some money on that basis. Now the advocates
of domestic linen come forward and demand an
increase of 40 to 60 per cent. In doing so they
ask the United States Government to guarantee
them a larger profit than the uara.%:e.hnn’mm
nuw_m%.;h' ¢ ohject, therefore, to the attempt
to extablish and endow a domestic linen industry
to this extent for the following reasons :—
“1st. Such a question was not submitted to
the people at the last Presidential election. At
that time many men who voted for Harrison
Delieved that the tariff should be revised and
reduced, but preferred that this should be done
by its friends, A still r number of Con-
asrvative men considered that the buosiness of
the country was fairly prospero

not want any change in the tariff becausa of the
uncertaioties it would bring. A propor-
tion of the members of our ‘Linen Trade As-
sociation” were included in these two classes
and the balance were apathetic ; having acoom-
mpda eir business to the tariff as it then
exicted, they made little or no effort to have it

anged,
“2nd. A prohibitive duty on low grades as pro-
posed would throw into confusion %n:l 'h'n.nlnm” 8
of importers and dealers in linen goods, nud we
claim that these men, if they bring into thi
country good value for the money expende
add guite as much to the wealth of :
and aré just as desirable citizens, as the
tic manufacturers, i

“ard. The consumer has some rights which'
ought to be respected. If domestic manuf:
turars are going to sell their linens as lowas the
importad it :
inereased 7 If, a8 they claim, “it is
to establish the busingss,' can you point out any
prote-ted industry that is to_have
taniff reduced when it is shed §
domestic woollen manufacturer nat
afraid of imported woollens to-day
when the business was started, and does h
ery to the Government as feebly ;
shape of increased tariff as he .
infant industry was born 17
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unrestricted free trade still possess in that
“solitary citadel” of Cobdenism. We ean
stand this sort of thing just ns long as anyone,
and if England will go on buying eur products
in increasing quantities and allowing ns ta bar
out her own it is all right. Nobody here will

complain, ' (5]
The bulk of our exports is composed of four | g=
items—cotton, wheat, meat, and petrolenm,
Qur cotton seems to be firmly intrenched, but it
15 not beyond the possibility of danger from
India, Egypt, and Ceatral Asim, if those coun-
tries were encouraged by fiscal discriminations.
Our weat ]Jradl:cl:shlve already suffered heavily
from hostile tariffs and pretended sanitary regn-
lations. Our wheat and petroleum are fightiog
a doubtful battle against competitors that are

crowding them closely, even in nentral markets.
ired to |

Snppose the Pritish copsumer were required
pay o duty of 20 cents a bushel on American
wheat, when he conld get Indian or Russian
wheat free, which would s take? Orsuppose
the American farmer consented to deliver Ins

grain, duty paid, at the same price at which the
untaxed competitor delivered his, how much
profit would he get out of the transaction |
Designing.
NEW DESIGNS.

SATEENS AND THEIR DERIVATIVES.

et (Continued.)

Before leaviog the 10-end satevn makes,
‘may be well to po what useful s
they are, either f ng along or i ;
._comblugnﬁ_s' iuJlb_t_:cnj?m:l:_u:ut_'mlili fine worsted |
yarns, esign 1i4, for exam ves a very |
nice fine twill with about /56’ y srated fit 1
set, and is also equally valuable for nsing with
other 10.end derivatives in very n
same manner that the &end
weave } er
. In Designs 150 and 12
is shewn. In 150, 5,6, 9, :
connted, and in JGI, 7, 4, 3,
counted. Ta Design 162 d
to ascertain the direction of the
will be noticed is here evident
warp, it being necessary to {1
if a w:ft iﬁwﬂVw geqﬁudm e
warp twill. Notice should
fact thut Desr: {
complete twill either

Des

doubt, to the influence which the doctrines of | BRESH 8
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