TYPES AND PEOPLE AT THE FAIR.
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T is mo reflection on the Columbian
I show to confess that perbaps the
pleasantest moments are those spent
in resting one's rebellions limba apon a
bench % m watching the crowd, It may
b Less novel and possibly less instructive
than some other exhibits, buk it s often
moreamusing.  One realizes in sfudying
this infinite stream of humanity how lit-
tle he really knows, personally, of his own
countrymen. New types seem to have
gprung into exisbenee for the sols pur-
pose of appearing at this fair. It gives
one & atartling reslization of the -
ing effocts of climate, food, and mode
of hife upon our brothers and sisters,
Voice, manner, color, size, shape, and
mental fitkings are so widely different as
to suggest varielies in race, But we
are all Americans, and those from the
interior are more Amerienn than the
others.
If the native Indisn were of a refloc-
I;iveitu.m of mindd, all t-'hiﬂJnl:L']til:i MTEH:
easant  thoughts. ing  from
:ﬂlpﬁde appearanes, iowever, he has no
thoughts whatever. He stalks solemnly
ahout the de with o face as im-
nssave ns his wooden counterparts om
ixth Avenue. And vet ke iz the Ameri-
can.  He is the only one among us who
hnd ancestors to be discore He is
the nboriginal ; e first oecopant and

Mitehell.
axp Cusners Hlowann Joossom,

awner ; the only one hore with ne heredi-
tary right to the country we are cele-
brating. Perhaps the native renlizes
thiz in his own stolid fashion, As he
stalks nbont nmong the dazeling sbroet-
ures of the Fair, and tries, or more htelf
does not try, to grasp the Jnnnmm'h
wonders of art peiemen that un]
annay nod eonfuse him, it may requive
a too exhavsting mental effort to recall
the fact Ehat his own grandfather very
likely pursued the bounding buffalo
over the waste of prairie now covered
by the city of Chicago, He, at least, if
his education permitted it, could claim
historie connection with the EIZII:L'I:I.t.'I.“_ﬁ'
when Columbus came s0 near discover-
in;p: it ; wherens our own ronnection
with the diseoversr is eertaioly remobe,
and sometimes spuggests (with the fact
that he from whom we hove named the
Frir never nctually saw this particular
country] that we are taking liberties
with his name.

The uneonguernble American desire
to do things on s bigger scale than any-
body” elae, which often resulis in our
* biting off more than we can chew,” hns
m‘i_n O AW with us. Thers are
many illustrations of this gnawing hun-
pger ab the Wordld's Fair. In fack the
Fair itself, ns a whole, comes pninfuli
near being an llustration in point
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oolossal anterprise too vast amd complex
to permit of its attaining a perfect fin-
ish im the time allowed, spems to give
more Joy to our eccidental sparits Eum.
any possible perfection on & smaller
seale.  Crwdity has little tarror for us
The whole scheme is so vast snd com-
prehonsive, and the scale so hopelssly
magnificent that the visitor finds he
has meither the spd, ulhiner nor legs to
even parfially take it in. In fasl the
farther he goes the more he realizes the
futility of fhe undertaking, And the
hnpless enthusisst who proposes to see,
even superficially, the more Emportant
exhibita, should be fitted with & wronght-
iron spine, nerves of catgut, and one
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goes there with intent to thoroughly
“do 1t” i Inying up for himself an-
guish of mind and the complete anni-
hilation of his muscular and nerveous
foree. It is far too big for any question
of sonseience to be allowed to enter in.

It bigness is bevond deseripti Ko
words or pictures can tell story of
it mize, Experience alope can it

You must go there day after day, to re-
turn at night with tired eyes and sching
limbs, snd with the bitter and ever in-
CTERBINZ Lhuwl-l:ﬂ;_[u: that ns an exhibi-
tion Fou oan hever it. Whera
other exhibitions have been satiafisd
with a disploy of an bundrved cubie feet
of any special article, Clicagoe must have

Tepirg to Ged then Bawttes ol {ke Hasisg.

maore sninmer.  In all the departments,
fromn tlee fine nrts to eanned tomatoes,
there is more than enoongh in nnmbers
and in ares to wear out Energy nad
paralyzs the bmin, To visit the Fair
with profit or comfort you most leave
yomar semse of doty bebind. Whoever

ot least an aere.  OF whatever the world
hos seen before this time it now sees
larger spocimens and more of them.
This means for the visitor more steps,
more fatigue, more eonfusion, mors
time, and more money,

Bat there is a good side to all this, if
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ane cxn forgel his phyaleal fabigoe
Few of us realize what the fair
iE Jn'lup; for ths m.'-uui:l:_r n’!H“’lI_’!ti.{'.ﬂ.]IJ‘,
Not so much by ita art collections, for
the average Amevican sees, or can see,

envugh good paintings in the course of

.:l"-

& vear to bring wp his standard to & pe-
spectalile level if he so clects, o by the
architecture of the buildings themsslves,
Unless the afocrementioned * Aversge
American ™ 18 an undeserving barbarian
who has meade wp his mind to peefer the
wrong thing, these impressive monu-
ments eannot fuil fo do im gﬂ-m;l, Thi
honeat beauty of their design onght to
Eh.m]} itself with suffcient foree upon
his dawning reason to make him see
the cradity of the United Stotes nechi-
testurs in which he hns wallowed up do
date. No prise is too high for what
Chicago has achieved in tlas direction,
Thera are, of course, af the Failr some
inful examples of what the untamed
eriean arclitect loves to do, buak he
iz fortonately in the muoonty.  And
the wery contrast he offers works for
E:ﬁgnluin ther emnse of ennid art and =
igher standard. The United Siates
Building, designed a Ghovernment
.l.ru]ri.l:.nr'h 1% n melnne r‘ly mrning.
The more inbimate oue beeomes with
this partienlar fair, the more foreibly he
ronlizes the fact that we are, above all
elae, o teal people.  After being
duly impressed by the gigantic propor-
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tions and  artistic  excellence of the
buildings, for which no praise is too
higly, we come gradually to leam, s we
mennder among the exhibits, that those
things which excife oar surprise and co-
riogity are generally the results of inge-

nuity and manoal skill. Tn those de-
artments, for instance, relating to art,
tberntnre, wnd ]'IL'II‘EITIl.', there 1= hitdle to
etartle the traveller who s ab all famil-
inr with previous international shows.
The best 1 the art gnllerios is, a8 usual,
from Earope, There is no dodging the
fact that the average American is not
overladen with the nrtistic sense, Hia
enthusissm runs in other directions.
When it comes to the sutward manifes-
tations of homnn ingenuity, he is * on
desek ™ e is *in " and “ with yon”
The applieation of electricity to flling
tewth, or converfing sawidnst inte table
butier, kindles in his bosom an exette-
ment ke never experienced in tle ard
department. Tt certainly seems, after a
wiall Lo e -E'I!-L'L-I:r'luil.? nnd mlrh'i.nrq?,
that human hands can do nothing that
is not more quickly accomplished by
wime macline Nt nnl:' this, but tima
and distance eount for nothing, and, if
wi keep on a5 we have started, the day
will mon be here when the man in
Maine can shake lmnds with los friend
in Avizonn.  Already the son is a haed-
working slove.  Light, niv, water, and in
faot all natore sesama eruelly overworked,



TYPES AND PEOPLE AT THE FAIR.

If she evor strikes, it will be an nwlkwnd
period for us. These mechanical and aci-
entifle surprises make it interesting to
speculate ns to ible sights at our
next grund exhilation, say twenly vears
benee.  The man in China, for instance,
peed not go to the fufure fair nt sl
He will probably e nhle to see and lear
it nll ab home he does go he can re-
turn to Shanghai for his lanch,

Bt the Amerienn ns seen ot this fair,
nlthough firet of allprael.im.!. is not, from
another point of view, s far hehind in
hi= artistic son=e a8 we are in the labit
of m.d.u:'[cring lim.  In the fivst place,
he ta found, as & rule, standing befora
the hest PH.iJl‘t-‘iliIﬁ: and pnssing by the
POCFET Ones. = eriis oonlains
g the finest worke arve invariably the
most epowded, And this is the great-
est compliment we can pay ourselves
If, on the oiher hand, enthosipstic

groupa ssllected about the impression-

ists, and took plensuree in the lmril!ﬁ-
nl 1'_|.'1J.|.-|:|-w Iy t= " that are Epl'!l.‘ll]il&ﬂ
about the I"rench and Amar-

ican sootinns there woabd e
enuse for anxiety.  But soch
ia not the ease, That the
in]'pm{mish shill connt
their warmest admirers
among themselves, their
wives, misters, and mants, ia
a hopeful sign.  As a peo-
ple, we take many things
lems seriously thon some of
our ecoptemporaries, but in
matters of art we like it
with & po Toa littla
clothing = pirikea us as
frvolons and improper,
Blood, violence, and all un-

lemsnntness are aometimes
Elatnriu.ll_r inetrsctive, but,
&8 a rule, we are fond of
eomfortable subjecta,  We
still like o taste of saugar in
our art.

But the brightest sign of all is the
universal and hearty apprecistion by
the multitnde of the boildings tlem-

selves,  The ox af delight by
those who see mm time thess
marvels of architectnral heanty, indicate
af least n copacity for artistic enjoy-
ment.  In fact the American who steps

for the first time upon the borders of
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the Grand Basin, and leoks upon the
geene before him without n tingle of
pride and pleasare is not of the stufl he
should he. No words can give o just
iden of the magnificence awd restfol
I}aa.'u,t.!.' af this gi.“u.:nl:.:'r. nelievement.
Fome and Grepes were of marble and
built for a more serious purpose.  This
is & city for & single sommer.
such it 18 0 eomplets and glorious tri-
wmph.

There 15 nothing lke & solossal exbi-
bition to em ize the dissstroas ef-
feets of wealth uwpon the buman spirit
Your friend with pleaty of money gocs
to the Fair becavse ofthers do and be-
cauge he hates to be “out of it" He
reaches Chicago in a ||a.1na CAT, (0
pios luxurious rooms at & comfortable
and expensive hofel, n earcinge
when others waulk, and at the exhibition
itwolf derives plessure only from those
things that are unexpectedly novel
Apd te him soch sights are few and

Tha Easl aai 1h& 'West

such sepantions rave. What be does
realize, however, eontinually and with
foree, is the enormity of the crowd with
its thoughtless persistence in holding
tlie best ll:l..hmn in front of those exhib-
ita he wishes to sese himself, - Moreover,
there is an ever-incrensing sense of
phvaical discomfort, and that is some-
thing your moneyed friend is slow to



forgive. But he does his duty, and be
is glad above all to get home sgwin.

ut how different with your T pros-
perons friend, whi las been oconomizing
for moenths in order to get there! Tt
being an expensive business, his time ia

limnited, and bhe drnks it in through all
his senses, excitedly and with large

gulps, It is hard work, but how inter-
eating!  That dall pain which overtakes
the grest mojority of sightseers soon
entches him in the back of his nirck,
but ns long a8 he can see, hear, and
walk, be profits by his oppartunities,
And he goes o his home mentally ré-
freshed, a broader and 8 wiser mamn.
He has gnined an experienes e wouald
oot exchange for many dollars,

An unlooked-for feature of the exhi-
bition is the profusion of ‘newly mar-
ried couples, Whether all this indi-
vidunl ecstasy adds gayety or mourn-
fulness to the Fair depends, of oourss,
entively upon the point of view from
which Ehe vickims are regarded. It is
evident that maoy leppy grooms bave
considerod thin a chance to kill two
birds with ope stone, and, as fur as one
enn Judge results from outward appesr-
ances, there is no question a8 to the
practieal working of the scheme, The
happy couple find themselves in » sort
of fairy land, wandering about among
countless strangers, whoss very num-
bere seem to lend security and to hard-
on the over-sensitive soul.  The crowd
also seema to create s feeling of isola-
tion which the inmermost rocesses of &
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virgin forest could never supply. DBlore-
gver, there ia bhere go much olse to oo-
cupy the attention of the wsually ob-
poxrous pablic that the bride and groom
can hold hands with absolote security
and be s bold or blushing ns their tem-
peruments BERY dlpamnil.

The rolling-chairs that run about the
grounds and through the build-
ings are the slvation of many a
fainting spirit.  To thousands of |
human beings with nothing but |
a human back and human legs
the falr would be n fnilure with-
ot them, They ave support for
the wenry, strength for the wealk,
nnd bope and & new life for the
deapairing, The guides who nav-
igate them are, as a role, eollege
students, profiting by this op-
'[.IIZII‘t.I.LL'Iitj"t-I:I soe the fair and to
gecure additional dollars towssd
[‘::I:I'th'.lﬁl.l.;{ their stodies. The
result is, for the occupant of the

clinir, an intellipent and agree-
able companion, who is ready
and willing to give any informa-
tion he mny possess. And be-
sides, they are peither sharks nor
lines, but fair and hoporable res
apecters of troth,  There is some-
times 8 contmst in manners and
ciducation between the sceupant
of the chair and the man bebind
that is not im faver of the for-
mer. When one sees whot is
evidently a citizen with far more
money than bruins, and without
the faintest appreciation of the
beanties that encompnss him,
wheeled about nt seventy-five
cents an hoour by a vouth so far
his superior that any comparison
ta impossible, i canses one Lo
realize that Fortane is indeed
an irresponsible firt, who is
niever 50 happy &8 when n.‘ln'ing' the wrang
thing.

A pobt uneommon sight, and one of
the coantless illusteations of what an
excellent husband the Ameriean be-
eomes when properly trained, ia that
of the weary, uninterested man, linger-
ing patiently among Inces, chins, and
views of Bwitzerland. His heart all the
while is off with the machinery,

bly with that more than human littls
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maching that winds the eotton on the

wile. Huch cases are, of conrse, off-
st by the devoted women who wear
themeelves out in tramping throogh
soulless neves of agricoltoral products,
locomotives, wagons, models of ships,
and all the other follies that appeal to

—a

The burning question of the hour for
the wisitor from another city is the

question of finance, He who is worth
his million and intends spending = fort-
night in Chiengo, will do well to take
his million with him. He soay hnng
gome of it away, but that will depen

entirely upon his own eapacity for econ-
omy. Belore registering at the hotel
let him be sure b0 secure lis return
ticket, for it is n long walk from Chi-
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LafE in ke Midwery Palancs.

cago ko New York  These remarks are
not intended to discoorage all who are
Bt millionaires from visiting the exhi-
bition. It can be done with lees money.
The writer has himsalf acesmplished it.
In fact, it is only fair to sy many
of the stories of extortion <hich have
eome from the Whita Ciky ar- much ex-

rated. The most mece: ful brig-
atds are in the city of Chicago, and not
at the Fuir.

The writer can testify, from his own
anna.l experience, that a very good
unch enn be procured in the State of
Ilinois for less than one bundred dol-
lars. Thirly dollars is more than
enough for a sandwich, and a glass of
water enn be purchased nnywhere for
lese than ninety conts, While to walk
by the cgfie and restourants and look
upon others who are esting, costs the
promenader nothing whatever, But
thesn moderste prices do not obiain at
]'!:.Ir hotel, The object of keeping =

el ia, like some other ma:n]an.tlam.
mg to make money. The Chieago
His idens of the relation of profit to ex-
penditare are well calsulated to startle
the guest of rensonable expectations
If the guest is not overwesningly ambi.
tious and is aatisfled to sleep in & cloaet
or hang from the stairs his expenses
oend be no grester than if he secapied
& landsome snite of rocms (1] any firat-

r does not ignore this fact. ™

clazs Mew York hotel.  Baot if he insista
on having & renl chamber, larger even
thon hie own Babl-room at home, and
with a ren] window i it then he must

ay. And it is then that he begins to
diseover why lis landlord keeps & hotel,
Any previous extravagunees in the way
of lsrses, renl estata, or precious stones
are a8 nothing to the present ootlay,
He finds that the mte per diem is, as
far ns he ean judge, based upon the sup-
position that the hotel i to be closed
to-morrow and muost be paid for to-day,
And real estate is high, even in Chisago,
In matters of nourishment, the wealth
of Ormus i8 of no aveil, unless the watt-
er recoives & fp exoesding in waloe the
handsomest risfmas present  over
given to a dearest friend.

Within the grounda there is little ex.
tortion, thanks to €he frmness of the
raling powers,

Bat let not the Chicagosn whose eve
may fall upon these lines suppose fgr
an instant that they are intended ns re-
flections on his chnracter, The 'I'-'“_]" thnt
encured the prize s simply falfilling ita
inevitnble destiny. Had New York
drawn the plom we ghould have wit-
nessed g worse extortion with the add-
ed mortification of & mueh inferior ex-
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hibition. Moreover, there is oo poblic
gpirit in New York, and there is a gront
deal of it in Chicago. This sentiment
alone ia more than enough to make the
difference betwesn sneeess and failure.
The woods are full of citizens willing to
begin at sunrise and discourse to you
until midnight of the wonders of Chi-
eago. In ordinary times this burning
desire to impart just that kind of infor-
mation is not always apprecisted by the
outside world @ but in times of fairs the
spirit that prompés it becomes & mighty
engine. It wns soon demonstrated that
these citizens could work ns well as talk,
and s a result the White City has yisen
a8 from a fairy's wand.

Yoo XIV.—18
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The important question for the indi.
vidual citizen s whether it is worth his
while to go to this fair. And this of
course depends  altogether upon  his
purse, hi=s stommeh, hia Tack, s begs,
nerves, wife, children, and busioess. He
may never have another such opportun-
'i.l::-' for mental expunsion and physacal
discomfort, It is'a marvel of architect-
ural beauty. It is days of instruction,
of fatigae, of art and science, of sur-
prige and exnsperation, of mental devel-
opment, futigue, and financial ruin,  In
the end his personsl preferences, how-
ever, will ]_'.urnl'rn.h!:.' have little to do

with it. All the world are going and
b sk go oo




