GOBLELINS, a celebrated manufaory, eftablifhed at
Paris, in the Fauxbourg St. Marcel, for the making of ta-
peftry, and other furniture for the ufe of the crown. The
houfe where this manufaory is carried on was built by two
brothers, Giles and John Gobelins, both excellent dyers;
and the firft that brought to Paris, in the reign of Francis I.
the fecret of dyeing that beautiful {carlet co%our ftill known
by their name ; as well as the little river Bievre, on whofe
banks they fixed their dve-houfe ; and whichis now known
by no other name than that of the river of the Gobe-
lins. -
It was in the year 1667 that this place, till then called
¢ Gobelins' Folly,” changed its name into that of ¢« IHotel

Royaldes Gobelins,” in confequence of an edié of Louis
XIV. Monf. Colbert having re-eftablithed, and with new
magnificence euriched and completed the king’s palaces,
particularly the Louvre and Thuilleries, began to think of
making furniture fuitable to the grandeur of thofe build-
ings: with this view he called together all the ableft work-
men in the divers arts and manufaltures throughout the
kingdom ; particularly painters, tapeftry-makers, fculp-
tors, gold{miths, ebonifls, &c. and by fplendid offers,
penfions, privileges, &c. called others from foreign na-
tions. -
. And to render the intended eftablifhment firm and lafting,
he brought the king to purchafe the Gobelins, for themto
work in, and draw up a fyltem of laws, or policy, in feven-
teen articles.

By thefe it is provided, that the new manufaétory fhall
be under the adminiftration of the fuperintendant of the
king’s buildings, arts, &c. that the ordinary mafters there-
of fhall take cognizance of all -ations and procefles
brought againft any of the perfons in the faid manufac-
tory, their fervants and dependants; that no other ta-
peliry work fhall be imported from any other . country,
&e.

The Gobelins has ever fince remained the firft manufatory.
of thiskind in the world. ‘The quantity of the fineft and
nobleft works that have been produced by it, and the number
of the beft workmen bred up therein, are incredible ; and
the prefent flourithing condition of the arts and ma-
nufactures of France is, in a great meafure, owing there-
to. - .
Tapeftry work, in particular, is their glory. During the

fuperintendance of M. Colbert, and his fucceffor M. de

Louvois, the making of tapeftry is faid to have been prac-

tifed to a degree of perfetion, fcarce inferior to what was
before done by the Englifh and French. ‘

T'he battles of Alexander, the four feafons, four elements,
‘the king’s palaces, and a feries of the principal aétions of the
life of Louis XIV. from the time of his marriage to the firft
conquelt of Franche Comté, done from the defigns of M.

" Le Brun, direGor of the manufa@ory of the Gobelirs, are
mafter-vieces in their kind. '



