GOAT, in Zoology. See CaPra.

‘GoAT, in Rural Lconomy, is an animal, that in particular
fituations may be kept with advantage by the farmer, as
where the country is rocky and barren, and there is buf
little keep for any other fort of animal. The goat is ca-
pable of climbing the fteepeft rocks, and of browfing upon
the briers, heath, and fhrubs of feveral different kinds, which
are reje@ed by other forts of animals. When turned into paf-
ture grounds they fhould confequently be prevented from nip-
pin% the young fhoots of trees and other woods, as they
prefer them to the grafs. : :

They are beneficial in feveral different points of view, as
in their milk, which they afford plentifully, and which is of
a very excellent quality, “In fome cafes, this and cow’s
milk are mixed together, and a highly valuable cheefe pre-
pared from them.

The young kids are likewife very excellent food, and twe
or three are frequently brought forth at a time, often twice
in the courle of the year:

The hair of the goat is alfo very valuable for different
purpofes, as the maﬁing of ropes to be ufed in the water,
which are extremely durable. A {ort of ftuff is alfo formed
from it in {fome places, It may be fheared in the fame
manner as wool from the fheep. N

The fuet of the goat is excellent, the animals being in
fome places, as in Caernarvonthire, killed merely for the
object of their fuet ; which is capable of being made into
candles of a fuperior quality to thofe of the common
kind. : ;

Their horns conflitute valuable handles fer tucks and
pen-knives. The 1kin of the young kid is well fuited to
the glove.manufaory, from its taking on a dye better thin
any other fort of fkin. The old fkin is highly ufe-
ful alfo, being in many cafes preferred to that of the lhe.e'ﬁ;
befides, the flefh-affords a cheap .and abundant food for the
winter months, efpecially when the kids have been {ent
early to market. The haunches of the goat are often. falt-
ed and dried, and fupply all the ufes of bacen ; and are
known by the Welch under the name coch yr 2vden,. or huug
venifon. S

.. Inschoofing goats for. keeping, the .fqllowi‘ng‘dire‘l&i?s
that

GOA

;fhould be attended to. The male fhould have a large body,
with long hair, and ftraight ftiff legs, the neck fhould he
plain and fhort, the head {mall and flender, the horns large,
the eves prominent, and the beard long. -

The female ought to have a large udder with  well
fized teats, and with none or very fmall horns.

Goats are beft kept in flocks, in order that they may
have the lefs difpofition to ftraggle ; and they fhould have
.good fhelter both for fummer and winter, great heat and
eold being equally injusions to them. .

The period of caupling them is about December.

They are moftly kept without litter in the winter feafon,
in clean paved yards or other places.

The kids may be prepared for the table in a
manner fimilar in fome degree to that of the lamb. X

They have been volgarly fuppofed ufeful in flables from
the difagreeable odour that iffues from the males- at parti-
cular feafons, But there are probably no real grounds for
fuch a conclufion.



