FUR

Fur, in Commerce, is a general term, comprifing the
Ykins of different kinds of wild animals, that are found in
high northern latitudes, particularly thofe forming part of
the American continent ; fuch as the beaver, bear, moofe-
deer, marten, mink, woolverin, wolf, &c. &c. &c. When
thefe fkins are in an unimproved ftate, as they come fromthe
hands of the Indian hunters, they properly clafs under the
denomination of peltry ; but when they have had the inner
fide converted into leather, by an aluminous . procefs, they
then affume the appellation of furs ; and the art of thus ma-
nufacturing them is called _furriery. ' ‘ -

Furs, or Furrs, is aterm, in its confined fenfe, applied
to the fkins of different hairy quadrupeds, when they have
undergone an aluminous procefs, by which the infide inte-
%‘uments are converted into a kind of coriaceous fubftance.

n this view furs differ from peltries, which are the fame
{kins in the ftate they are taken from the animals, and fimply
dried, or in a ftriCter meaning of the word, the latter only
comprifes fkins covered with fhorthair, as the deer, elk,
buffaloe, &c., principally manufaétured into leather. But
in a general fenfe, the term fur includes all kinds of fkins
Whi'ci are ufed in furriery, wiz. bear, beaver, mink, mar-
ten, otter, fox, ermine, fable, fquirrel, cat, hare, rabbit,
&c. Refpefting the relative eftimation of the various kinds
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much appears to depend upon the feversl vfes to which
they are generally applied ; and their intrinfic value upon
the climate, whence they are brought, the age or health of
the animals, and the feafon of the year when caught and
killed. It has been frequently remarked by natural hifto-
rians, that the colder the country, the larger and warmer is
the fur of each animal ; it being wilcly provided in the eco-
nomy of nature, that the clothing of the inhabitaut fhould
be adapted to the rigours of his fitvation. Thus the fox
and wolf, whichin temperate climates have but comparatives
ly thort hair, in the frozen regions near the pole arc covered
with a fine Jong and thick fur. The beaver and the ermine,
which are found in the greateft plenty in high northern lati-
tudes, are remarkable for the warm‘h and delicacy of their
furs. It is not an eafy tafk to account for this remarkable
warmth of furs in northern quadrupeds. Some have fup.
pofed it originates in fpare and fcanty diet, withthe difficul-
ty of obtaining food, to which animals in fuch climates are
fubjefted. Others, with more probability, have afcribed
it to the feverity of the cold, contralting the pores of the
fkin, fo that the hair confequently takes the thape or fize of
the orifice through which it grows ; as wires are made {mall-
er and longer by being drawn through narrower apertures.
From whatever caufe 1t may arife, {uch is the fa& ; and
farther, all the animals of the arctic climates may be faid to
have their winter and fummer garments, except very far to the
north, where the cold is fo continually intenfe, that, accord-
ing to Crantz, no change of colour is perceivable either in
the fox or bear. Henceitis, that the furs of high northern
latitudes are better in quality than thofe of more temperaté
climes ; the produce of Siberia fuperior to thofe of Ruffia ;
and the imports from Canada preferable to thofe from the
United States. This fa& alfo accounts for the difference
of value in fimilar articles brought from the fame country ;
for during winter the furs of moft animals improve both in
quality and colour. Indeed fome kinds, as thofe of the ifatis

or crofs fox, unlefs killed at that feafon, are in no eftimation.
Of the leaft valuable among the kinds of furs, thofe of the
rabbit and hare may be clafled, although they are more ge-
nerally known frem the circumftance 0? their forming a con-
fiderable article in the hat manufaéture ; for which purpofe
vait quantities are imported from thofe countries bordering
on the polar regions, where they are found as white as the
fnow they traverfe, and in fuch plenty, that they
are fold on the fpot, or rather bartered for the value of five
{hillings per hundred. It is not eafy to afcertain the exaét
time when furs were firlt ufed in the hat trade. The fti-
pulations for the prefervation of rabbits in different treaties.
refpeéting Calais, figned between the Englith and French,
previoufly to the year 1440, have induced fome writers to fup-
pofe the improvement was adopted about the beginning of
the fifteenth century. But even in the time of Elizabeth
the wearing of hats was reftrifted by aét of parliament to
the upper claffes in fociety ; the middling and lower being
confined, under forfeiture of a penalty, to the ufe of kmt
caps. Thisaét, however; was foon after repealed, and the
ufe of felt hats, and others manufaétured frem fur, came
into gencral wear. In 1638, king Charles having incorpo-
rated the makers of thefe hats and caps into a privileged
company, heaffixed regulations for the trade, prohibited the
importation of beaver hats, and reitricted the hatters to the
ufe of that atticle, allowing the admixture of other fub-
ftances, only in hats and caps, called demi-coffers, intended
for importation. From this period may be dated the increafe
inthe value of the beaver fur, whichnow fupplies that manufac~
ture with its moft valuable commedity., Of beavers, the
: 3Q tkins
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ikins of the middle-aged or the young, called cub-beaver, is
the moft valuable, the wool being the fineft, moft glofly, and
fufeeptible of the moft permancat dye.

Fox ikins furnith a confiderable variety of furs. In the
cold countrics animals of this {pecies are of all colours,
white, grey, blue, iron-grey, filver-grey, variegated and
black. Of thefe, the laftis the moft valuable, and the firft
the leaft. The hair of the white fox is very liable to fall off ;
the blue are {fought for with avidity, owing to their fearcity ;
and the black feteh a high price, from their juftly acknow-
ledged beauty. The generality of this kind of {kins, like
thofe of the wolf and bear, ave manufactured into muffs,
tippets, cloaks, and other defenfative articles of winter

refs,

The different fpecies of animals which conttitute the
weafel genus furnih manv of the fineft and moft generally
efteemed furs. The fur of th2 wild-cat is foft and warm,
but from an offenfive fmell, which it tenacioufly retains, the
value falls below that of others of a very inferior kind.
The marten affordsa fkin of various ¢olours, but the part of
it held in the higheft eftimation is that browner than the reft,
extending along the fpine. The fkin of the fable is highly
coveted, which1sin colour a brownith black, and the darker
the more defirable it becomes. The fur of this animal is
finer, fofter, and more glofly than that of any other quad-

ruped, except its equally eftimable congener the ermine,’

whichis the moft valuable.of any hitherto known. In fum-
mer the ermine is brown, and called the ftoat. It isin winter
only that thislittle animal has its fur of the proper colour
and confiftence. At the approach of the inclement feafon
the hair, from being coarfe and fhort, lengthens and grows
finer, while numerous fmaller hairs rife up between the
Yonger, thicken the coat, and give it all the warmth and
foftnefs which is fo much admired in the furs of northern
animals, and fets fo high a price upon their fkins. ‘The
fanowy whitencss which the ermine’s fur affumes at that time
of the year confers on it alfo an additional value.

Many other animals afford furs of various qualities, which,
according to their ufes, differ as to the degree of eftimation
in which they are held ; as the woolverin, raccoon, mufquath,
genet, and {loth, the fur of whichlaft poffeflesfuch abeautiful
Iuftre as to give it the preference to that of all other animals,
except the ermine, fable, and Siberian fox. Another fur-bear-
ing animal of the A merican continent, and lately difcovered,
muft not pafs unnoticed, becaufeit is likely, at no diftant
period, greatly to enhance the importance of the trade in
articles of this defcription, the fea-otter. ‘This inhabitant
_of the New World furnifhes a complete rival to any in the
" 1Old; its fur being, in the opinion of experienced judges,
the fineft and moft defirable for many purpofes of any yet
ptoduced in all parts of the globe. ~Captain Clarke, who
fucceeded captain Cook, colleCted a quantity in the vicinity
of Nootka Sound, and carried them to China, where they
fold as high as one hundred dollars per {kin. ‘The account
of this induced other adventurers to open a trade to Canton ;
but the Chinefe emperor, jealous of European communica-
tion, quickly prohibited this branch of commerce. The
Columbia, Miffouri, and other rivers, which rifing in the
north-weft parts of America, fall into the great Pacific
acean, are known to abound with fea-otters ; and thefe will
probably foon furnith a new fource of profitable {peculation.

Fur Trade. 'The ufe of furs and peltry is nearly coeval
with the hiftory of man. From the primeval pair having
been clad in veftments of {kins, the cuftom of adopting fuch
a kind of drefs was obvioufly deduced, and the multiplica-
tion, and fubfequent difperfion of mankind, for peopling the
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earth, would extend and perpetuate the ufage during the
firft ftages of civilization,

“« Cum frigida parvas
Praberet {pelunca domos, fgnemque Laremque,
Et pecus & dominos communi clauderet umbra :
Silveftrem montana torum cum fterneret uxor
¥rondibus, & culmo vicinarumque ferarum

Pellibus.’

Juvenal Sat. 1 vi,

Accordingly, hiftorians and pocts defcribe people in the
ruder ages of the world, when hunting and fighting appear
to have been their principal employment, as ulually clothed
in this manner : and the cuftom would prevail till art had
taught the {uperior advantages of wool, and invention
afforded her affiftance in its multifarious fabrication. - Thus
Virgil, when he defcribes /Eneas about to take his departure
from Troy, reprefents him as having his outer veft formed
of a lion’s fkin.

« Hec fatus, lateros humeros fubje&taque colla
Vefte fuper fulvique infternor pelle leonis.””
ZEneid, Lib. 1,
In book the fifth, he depicts Aceftes as formidably clad in
the fkin of a Libyan bear. )

In the various iflands and countries lately brought to our
knowledge by numerous voyages of difcovery, and where
the arts appear in a ftate of infancy, the ufage of wearing
furs and ﬂgins is {till prevalent among the natives ; from the
northern point of Kamtfchatka to the molt foutherly
iflands in the Pacific ocean, from the feats of the Nathana
and Quarrelling Indians to the great wall which feparates
China from the Siberian defarts. As tribes multiplicd,
cultivation increafed, and confequently woods dimirifhed,
the haunts of undomefticated animals would become more
diftant from the habitations of man; hunting and killing
them would thus become more toilfome, which muft neceffa-
rily enhance the value of fkins, and what originally were
confidered as cheap and common neceflaries, would at length
be clafied among the more valuable and coftly commodities.
In the facred book of Exodus, among the offerings made
towards erecting the tabernacle for Jehovah, are enumerated
purple, fcarlet, and fine linen, with goat-fkins, red fkins
of rams, and badger fkins. The facred book of Numbers,
which contains precepts for purification, provides that every
thing made of fkins, and all goods manufactured from goats’
hair, were in a particular manner to be purged ; becaufe
they were calculated to retain longer the principles of con-
tagion. From which paflages it appears, that fkins were
not only ufed for furnithing fome portions of drefls; but
were alo confidered of ‘great value long fubfequent to the
time when the arts of weaving and dyeing were difcovered.

At what period, or among what people, furs became an
article of luxury, is a fubject on which little can be colleéted
for elucidation. They do not appear to have conftituted
any part of drefs worn by the patrician orders in the en-
lightened nations of Greece and Rome. Their ufe wasproba-
bly confined to the northern parts of Afia and Europe ; and
the cuftom afterwards might have been extended to the
middle and fouthern parts of the latter continent, by thofe
immenfe hordes, which- defcended and deluged the Roman
empire like a flood, the Goths and Vandals.

The hiftory of various nations tends to thew that furs were
anciently ufed to ornament the robes of princes, grandees,
and perfons delegated with high anthority. Veftiges of
their ufe in thefe refpes are fill vifible in Ergland, in the
ftate robes of the king, the nobility, judges, and other per.
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fons of diftin&ien, and in the public drefles of the chief
magiitrates, and officers in musicipal corporate bodies. Their

-ufe 1s diftinétly traceable in the bordering, impaling, quarter-

ing, and divers forms belonging to emblazonry in armorial
bearings ; where vair and ermine ftill hold a confpicuous
rank. All which demonftrate the prevalence of the cuftom
of furred garments in ages far remote from the prefent,

Of the fur trade at an early period, little has been re-
corded, though it certainly muit have formed a confiderable
branch of commerce. There exifted feveral reafons why
little has been detailed on this {ubje&, as to the nature, ex-
tent, or mode in which the merchandize in furs and peltry
was conducted. Previoufly to the difcovery of the New
World by Columbus, the furs, in general demand for
Turope, were procured from the north and north-caftern
parts of the Ruffian empire. The difcovery and annexatton
of the extenfive territory of Siberia in the fixteenth century

" added greatly to the wealth and power of Ruffia, by the

numerous fitheries, iron works, and particularly by the ex-
tenfive ficld it opened for the trade in furs. But previoufly
to the dire@ communication with that empire by the
Ruffian company, formed under the aufpices of the cele-
brated Sebaftian Cabot, and the difcovery of the port of
Acrchangel by captain Richard Chandler, the fur trade in the
north-ealt had been carried on through the ports of Livonia,
lately poflefled by the Teutonic knights of St. Mary of Jeru-
falem, arepublic, of which the Hanfeatic toewns not along ago
were the oaly remaining part ; the Ruffians, anterior to that
period, not poflefling any {ea-ports or fhipping on the thores
of the Ba'tic. Thus the articles, which conftituted this de-
partment of commerce, found their way to a market by the
interior of the north of Europe, In confequence of this
circuitous conveyance, the defpotic nature of the Ruffian
monarchs, and the narrow policy. adopted by that govern-
ment, it was fcarcely known for a long period from what
particular places, or by what mode ofg intercourfe the furs
and fkins were procured. DBut the Livonian war having
greatly injured the trade, the czar was induced to accede to
the requeft of the Eaglifh merchants for permiffion to trade
direétly to the Ruiflian coait.

The difcovery and colonization of Anmerica, particularly
the northern parts of it, bordering on the gulf of St.
Lawrcnce and Hudfon’s bay, gave a new turn to mercantile
{peculationsin furs and peltry.

Hudfon’s bay was difcovered by fir Thomas Burton, and
further furveyed in queft of a north-weft paffage during the
reign of Charles the Tirft, by captain Luke Fox, After-
wards prince Rupert, and feveral noble affociates, having
{ent out captain Newland, on an exploratory voyage to the
bay, and finding by the narrative of his proceedings that
an advantageous commerce might be carried on with that
part of the American continent, they determined to form
an united company for the purpofe of opening a new fource
of trade and wealth. 'In this purfuit they were encouraged
by the return and fuccefstul adventure of captain Gillam,
who about the fame.period had been difpatched ona trading
voyage by fome merchamts of Briftol. An application to
the crown obtained for the affociation a charter for the
exclufive right to attempt the difcovery of a north-weft
pafage, to proceed in that dire¢tion on mining inveftigations,
and to open with the natives of the Terra Incognita a
teade in furs. DBy this charter, dated May 2, 1670, they
were incorporated under the title of the governor and com-

any of adventurers of Lngland, trading to Hudfon’s bay,
with the fole and exclufive privilege of ‘navigating in all feas,
bays, ftraits, crecks, lakes, rivers, {ounds, &c. that lie within
the entrance of the firaits, commonly called ¢ Huydfon’s

ftraits.”” This charter wasavery amvle onz, and for a time
had a moft difaitroully exclufive effe€t upon the trade in
fars. But {uch charters, happily for commerce, were greatly
abridged of their extenfive privileges, by oneof thofe-eminent
bulwarksof Englith liberty, which have at feveral important
epochs diftinguifhed the conftitution of Britain. By aftatute,
enadted in the firft year of king William and queert Mary,
entitled ¢ Anac for declaring the rights and liberties of the
fubje&, and fettling the fucceffion of the crown,’” the privi-
leges of the company, like every other not fanctioned by an
a&t of the legiflature, were difannulied, and though they ftill
pretend to poflefs prohibitory powers, every Britifh {ubje&
has an equal right to participate in the trade to that quarter.
Their firft factory, fort, or eftablifhmient cn Nelfon river,
was formed in the year 1682, and a Mr. John Bridgar was
made governor. Soon after they fet up others in different
parts of the bay ; but the Trench, who were jealous of the
interference with the Indians, in the vicinity of their Cana-
dian fettlements, {eized 1pon the forts, and difpoffeffed the
{ettlers. On application to the French court refpecting this
outrage,it was deermed a piratical act, and the king of France,
as an mdemnity, gave the company the French fort and faca
tory on the river Hayes. Although the French in Canada
did not at firft pretend to a properiy in the countries about
Hudfon's bay, yet in a few years after the company was
cftablithed, fo early as 1674, their jealouly of the Lnglifh
enterprize was very manifeft. They became excéedingly
troublefome to the outpofts, and erected a fort within cight
days journey of the {ettlement on prince Rupert’s.river.
They alfo endeavoured, by underfelling us in thelr harter
with the Indians, to ruin our trade and intereft with thofe
favages, which they were enabled effeCtually to do by their
contiguity ; the neareft parts of Canada not being diftant
more than 150 miles from the above mentioned factory at fort
Nelfon.

From this period, till the vear 1714, the company’s
people were frequently annoyed and haraffed by their hiti-
glous and ambitious neighbours; till, by the treaty of
Utrecht, lines of demarcation were drawn between the two
countries, and definitive articles agreed upon relative to the
trade. - After this they extended their concerns, and ereéted
new fettlements. In 1730 they pofiefled five, wizcon Al-
bany river, Hayes's ifland, Rupert's river, Port Nelon, and
New Severn. The country about Hudfon's bayis very
inhofpitable and unfriendly to vegetable productions ; for
even in the fouthern part, 1n the latitude of g1 degrees, it is
exceffively cold nine months in the year, In fo wretched a
country, therefore, there can be no plantations, properly fo
called, nor any towns and villages. The reﬁgent traders
therefore muft be {upplied with bread, beef, pork; flour,
peas, and other neceﬂgxies from England, or fome parts of
America. With the poor favages of the country, commerce
can be conducted by no other means than larier; and the
beaver is made the medium, or agio, of exchange. Thue,
for inftance, the company for one beaver’s {kin, at one pericd,
gave half a pound of gunpowder, four pound weight of lead
thot, two hatchets, half a peund of glafs-beads, one pound
weight of tobacco, eight fmall, or fix large knives, onelarge
and two fmall powder horns, For 12 goud winter-beaver
fkins,a gun of the beft fort; for eight do. the fmalleft
fized gun; for fix do. a good laced coat; for five do.a
plain red coat ; for four go. a woman’s coat ; and fo pro-
portionably for kettles, locking-glafies, combs, &c. Arthur
Dobbes, ¢fq. who publithed, in 1743, an account of Hud-
fon’s bay, furnifhes this ratio of exchange between the
company’s agents and the Indians. A beaver fkin, he fays,
as the medinm of circulationyss=the ¢itablithed price of the
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undermentioned articles, wiz. a pound weight of brafs ket-
tles, one and a half pound of gunpowder; five pounds of
lead fhot, fix pounds of Brazil tobacco; one yard of bays,
two combs; two yards of gartering, one pair of breeches,
one piftol, or two hatchets. ~Other kinds of goods procured
from the favages are doubtlefs valued in a fimilar manner,
although he has not detailed the refpeétive proportions. In
the catalogue of Britith manufactures given in lieu of them,
he enumerates the following ; «“glafs-beads, black-lead, fugar,
thread, vermilion, brandy, broad cloth, blankets, duffels,
flannel, awl-blades, buttons, fith-hooks, fire-fteels, files, guns,
flints, yarn, mittens, handkerchiefs, hats, hawk-bells, knives,
ice-chiffels, looking-glafles, needles, net-lines, rings, runlets,
{word-blades, {poons, fhirts, thoes, ftockings, fathes, worfted,
thimbles, tobacco-boxes, tongs, trunks, wine, &c. &c.”

This year, 1730, the company imported 11,040 coat and
parchment beaver fkins; 4404 do. cubs; 3330 damaged
and ftage-parchment ; ggo do. cubs; 1648 martens, 3130
damaged do. ; 380 otter fkins; ,8go cat fkins; 260 fox
fkins ; 540 woolverins ; 400 black bear {kiss ; 190 wolves
fkins ; and 30 wood-thocks. In 1737, the company ex-
ported to the value of 4124 185 24, The year following,
3879L The fame author gives the following ftatement of
one of the company’s fales in the year 1740, viz. ¢ 17,780
beaver {kins, and 49,600 fkins of all kinds, 2360 pound
weight of bed feathers, 160 of caftoreum, 610 whale fins,
and 120 gallons of whale oil.”” He further obferves, ¢ that
as there are two fales every year, and the company referves
three-fifths of their beaver fkuis for their fecond fale, but no
other ftkins; then the fecond fale muft have bad 26,670
beaver fkins, and both the fales muft have furnithed 44,450
beaver fkins.”” He has alfo given the company’s entire
fale for the year 1743, with the prices affixed, viz.

. £, 1d

26,750 Beaver {kins, fold for - 9780 4 o
13,370 Martens fkins, do. - 4242 7 0
2,360 Damaged do. do. - 442 10 ©
59a Otter {kins, do. - 413 oo
850 Cat fkins, do. - 413 0.0
260 Damaged do. do. - 52 oo
320 Foxes - - - 200 00
605 Woolverins - - 205 00
170 Do. damaged - - 27 12 ©
320 Black bears - - 368 oo
31580 Wolves - - 1580 oo
270 Do. damaged and ftags - 123 15 ©
40 Woodihock {kins - 22 60

10 Mink fkins - - - 110 O

& Raccoon fkins - - o016 o

120 Squirrel {kins - - 2 oo

17,874 0 o

The following articles he adds without enumerating their
prices, wiz. 130 etk f{kins, 440 deer fkins, 3170 pound of
‘bed-feathers, and 220 pound In a tick, 140 cattoreum, 470
whale-fins, 23 calks of whale oil, and 8 pound of wefagui-
paka.

£, s 4.

d in their March fal b
Ard\;no:ttflr March fale, 40,125 beavers, } 670 © o
Unvalued goods, about - - - 400 0 o0
Totalamount of the trade in 1743  » 33,396 o o

PIVS. A ————————

A literary controverfy, between Mr. Dobbes and Capt..
Middleton, concerning the paflage through Hudfon’s bay
weftward to China, and the nature of the company’s trade:
with the favages, has brought to light more particulars for
the illuftration of this fubjet, than either the company
would have been inclined, or the public could have expected
them to communicate. Upon the allegations, in thefe and
other pamphlets, refpecting a north-weft paflage to the fea
of Japan, that the Hudfon’s bay company had not hitherto
encouraged any attempts for the difcovery of fucha paflage,
and that a more extenfive and beneficial commerce might be-
carried on with the countries bordering on the bay, if the
trade were laid open ; the houfe of commons appointed a.
committee to inquire into. the truth of fuch ftatements..
By the papers and books produced on that occafion, it ap-
pears the original fund of the company was 10,500/ This,,
in the year 1690, was trebled, making 31,500/ ; which was.
again trebled in 1720, amounting to 94,500/ ; and by a
partial payment of 10/ per cent. on a new {cheme of en--
largement, the capital was augmented to 103,500. Mr.
Robfon, who had fome years been furveyor for ths com--
pany, and on this occafion feeméd rather a difguifted evidence
againit them, informs us the company’s four {mall fa&orics;
contained only 130 fervants, and two fmall houfes, with.
eight men in each; the value of their annual exports.
was about 4oocl; and that in time of peace they employed’
three fhips of 150 to 200 tons burthen, with two or three -
fmall floops, conffantly ftationed in the bay. The company,
he obferved, have always been extremely averfe either to-
make difcoveries, or permit others to attempt fuch under--
takings, apprehenfive, whenever the improvable value of the-
colony and trade fhould be known, government might be in-
clined to take the one under its own protection, and to lay.
openthe other to thenation atlarge. They, therefore,have con--
tented themf{elves with dividing among only a hundred perfons.
alarge profit upon a fmall capital. This prbfit, according
to his ftatement from the documentslaid before the parliament,
is enormous. Taking the beaver fkin as the ftandard, he thus
proceeds, ¢ fora quart of Englifh fpirits, which the company
export at fix-pence, and before they fell it to the natives, mix
it with one-third water, which reduces it to four-pence ; they
take abeaver fkin, which has been fold at the company’s
fale, at a medium of ten years, for fix fhillings three far-
things the pound, and a beaver-fkin generally weighs a
pound and a half 5 fo that they get nine fhillings and one
penny for four-pence, which is 2700l per cent. profit.
Upon other articles not fo material, they de not gain above
500k or 600l. per cent.; but in exchange for martens the
profit is double of that upon beaver ; for they value three
martens only as one beaver, and thofe, at a medium of ten
years, have fold for fix fhillingsa fkin. It appears alfo from
the ftandard that one-third more is charged upon many ar-.
ticlesat Nelfon and Churchill faories, than at Mool{ and
Albany ; thofe fattories being farther from the French, who
till within thefe few years had not intereepted the trade there 5
and not content even with this extravagant profit, the fadtors
are allowed to fell their goods confiderably above the ftand-~
ard, which is called the profit upon the owerplus trade s
yet with all this advance upon their goods the company is

reduced by the expence of management, thipping, factorics,

officers, and fervants, to a little more than 200/, per cent.
For by a medium of ten years trade, their fales amount
annually to 29,354/ 55, 5. and their expences to 19,417/
8s. 64 ; their net profit, therefore, at the fame medium,
amounts to 7,936/ 16s. 1134, which upon 3,674/. 3s. 13d.,
their annual export at the fame medium, is about 216/ per
cent. profit upon the annual ftock in trade, and near 7%{. upen
the
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the nominal capital of 103,95/”’~—But from this ftatement,
compared with Mr. Dobbes’s, the profits of the concern are
by no means fo enviable as might at the firft glance be ima-
Fined. For upon viewing the proceedsof the company’s
ales, it may be obferved, that if their capital flock be about
100,000/, that thereon they had not for many years divided
wore than 10/. percent, andifthe falein 1743 beany rule to de-
termine for other years ; the reft being ablorbed in the com-
pany’s annual expences for fhipping, forts, garrifons, fala-
ries, and home charges, which may amount to zbout 20,0c0l
Sothat although Mr. Dobbes hascvidently {pared noexertions
tobecome mafter of his fubject, vet, afterall,confidering therifles
towhichthecompany are crmﬂ'antIyliable,fheirgains, ascaj t i
Middleton obferves, «¢ are little to be envied. Indeed their
recent dividends of eight per cent. form no very alluring ob-
je for mercantile {peculation. "T'he laft mentioned author,
in his pamphlet, printedin 1743, flates,*that untila littleabove
twenty years before, the voyage to Hudfon’s bay was fel-
dom made without wintering there,”” This fhews the com-
pany have by that alteration made a confiderable improve-
ment, and great faving muit accrue from fuch an economical
meafure.  But the exifting neceffary expences might be ma-
terially diminifhed, except in the article of freight, if the
trade were laid open, the country fettled, and the pofleffions
thus fecured without charge ; whilft the exports and imports
would be greatly increafed, perhaps as forne have calculated,
to one hundred times their prefent value, for thereis a fuffi-
cient fcope ; and an extent of country, which by proper
eultivation, and due encouragement to the natives, to fupport
the computation. ¢Indeed this latter meafure, the civiliza-
tion of the Indians, is highly defirable ; for by inftruéting
them in the knowledge of ufeful arts, and inducing them to
attain habits of induftry, by allowing a fair and equitable
trade, a folid foundation might thus be laid for their con-
verfion to Chriftianity. -

Refpe&ing the future progrefs of the trade, and the na-
ture of its concerns, little more can be colle¢ted than what
is furnithed by the invoices of the cargoes, imported in the.
company’s fhips ; and the reports of their public fales, For
fubfequent to the parliamentary inveftigation they have
been unufually jealous of inquiry, and peculiarly tenacious
of information.” A few notices, extraéted from thefe, will
{ferve to elucidate fimilar kinds of ftatements ; which will be

found in the-fubfequent account of the Canadian branch of.

this commerce. From the time of Mr. Dobbes’s ftatement,
the concern for fome years was evidently on the decline ; but
after the American war had terminated in eftablifhing the
independence of the United States, this, among other %(inds
of traffic, was more vigoroufly purfued with thofe parts of
America ftill fubje& tothe crown of Great Britain. The
importation of the year 1789 affords the following refult, viz.

« Coat beaver fkins 4,900 ; parchment ditto 26,750 5
cub ditto 14,900 ; marten 25,9C0; otter 2,650; cat 1,530;
fox 3,790 ; woolverin 240 ; bear 400 ; wolf 2,420
filher 160 } mink 460 ; racccon 480 ; mufquath 5,200 ;
ellk 26 ; deer in the hair 2,980 ; rabbit 5,coo.” In the
year 1791 the company made an alteration in the mode of
fale. Inftead of allotting the different fkins and furs ac-
cording to their kind, they arranged each kind in fix dif-

ferent clafles, according to their refpetive goodnefs and |

value ; but more efpecially with the view to the various ufes
to which they might be applied. By the adoption of this
plan, the company became wholefale furriers, as well as
importing merchants ; and by dividing of qualities, and de-
fignating ufes, united the double profits of two very bene-
ficial concerns.

7

The following is the ftatement, in the report of the fale
for ¥791.

AR MRIEM| YI' |SR|CR
Coat beaver - |ircol s 34l 1957 10411133
Parchment de. - 17387 289¢[504%] 18,4924047:4738
Cbdo. - - f2227) G51| 55¢| 1848 880| 350
Marten - - 1649920641[3614] 194737732471
Otter « = - w524 5olf 485 441 6oc| 149
Cat - - 1 477] 225F 43| 748 86 21
Fox - - | 227] 231j2142) 2811] 143] 221
Woolverin - - 11 2l € 138, 71 38
Black bear - | 205t 1oc| 77 36| 26] 3
White do. - - —} — 6 6 — | —
Wolf - - 5l — | 19| 3174| 14{ 19
Fither - - 72 46] 27 37— | —
Mink - - | 204f 159| 44| 119 — | 350
Raccoon - - | 203} 18c| 183 38 — | —
Mufquafh - - |2197]596¢c| 580 18cl 51| 36
Deer - - 3¢] — | 324] 12181313 142
Rabbit - - [274¢t153¢(3233] 1286 496| —
Squirrel - - - | —F—1{152] 144 — | 20

The greateft importation the company appears to have -
made, was in the year 1794, which amounted, as per invoice
of cargoes, to 37,777 parchment beaver fkins; coat do. .
4024 ; cub do. 14,7403 and:the various kind of flins nearly
in an equal proportion. From this period the decline of -
imports is evident from almott every annual fale report. That -
for 1807 and 1808 will exhibit very nearly the prefent flate :
of the company’s trade. .

AR |MR|EM| YF |SR|CR]
Beaver coat”  Ibs. 125, 36} — 4331 90| 327}
Do. hment ,
eiole fling. } 48692619| 5531 3304] 7811279
Do. cub - - 2732{1604| 302| 1593! 404] 692
Marten - - 10,965!5613|3291 92706131/4912
Otter - - 88| 382| 339 953| 611] 174
Cat - - 125 360} 116 273} 17/ 161
Fom ot 2500} 3439] 338/1960] 6986/ 3351 226
‘Woolverin - 34— | TI9| 174 14 72
Black bear - 165] 43| 76F 146 5| 79{
‘White do. - 11 — 4 4 390 3
Wolf - - 1669 2| 14] 2475 2| ¢8
Fifher - - 284 37 — 95 — 1
Mink - - 395 4c5] 76f 831 63| 110
Raccoon . 794] 120| 241[ 295 — | 50O
Mufquath - 1552!4683/1795| 11,698 6¢o| 718
Deer - - 292| — | §51{ 3453 — | 645
‘Rabbit - - 288612910(6865] 18,185,390c| —
‘Swan - e el 396 — | —

The following is the amount of the quantity imperted by -
the Hudfon’s bay company in the year 1808, as appears
from the fale report for 18cg, wiz. beaver coat 1684 lbs. ;
ditto whole parchment fkins 20,821 ; dittocub ditto 12,063 5 -
mufquath 33,7Q63 otter 50773 cat 2788; fox 13703 .
ditto kitt 23713 woolverin 163 ; bear, black, 971 ; ditto, .
white, 89; wolf 3704; fiher 7y mmk 3185; rac -
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coon 33395 deer 5339 ; {wan 1067 ; {quirrel gog ; rabbit,
25,914, The hignat price of cont beaver was nineteen

fhillings  and fixpence per pound, the average fifteen and
fixponce 3 parchment ditto twenty-three fhillings and nine-
pence, averaze ditto, twenty-one fhillings and fourpence ;
cub ditto, twenty-three fhillings, average ditto, twenty-one
fhillings and eight-pence. In this flatement, it is proper
to obferve, that thefe prices were obtained for the prime and
fair articles ; what are called damaged and flaged {kins, of
which there is a very confiderable portion-in every annual
importaticn, are {old at very inferior fumss

Canada, the grand entrepot, or market of communication
for the trade in furs and peltry, was firft colonized by the
French, who vifited America for the purpofein 15403
when M. Cartier and baron Roberval, with about 2co men
and women, as fettlers, failed from St. Maloes with five
fhips, and proceeded up the river St. Lawrence, four leagues
above the haven of St. Croix; where, having ianded, they
conftructed a fort for the prote&tion of the infant colony.
Emigration and population proceeded {o rapidly, that the
country, near the norih bank of the river St. Lawrence, foon
became well peepled, fo that from the account given of it
by governor ILahontan, about the end of the fixtcenth cen-
tury, the number of inhabitarts amounted to 180,000, 1In
the year 1603, the French went higher up the river, and
began to fettle in the country now called Canada, or New
France, on the north fide of the river, and eretted hvufes at
the point of Trois Rivieres; but they did not extend fo
high as Quebec till the year 1608. They continued to
ere®@ habitations and forts in the fame dire&ion, between
Quebec and Montreal till 1629, when the country was taken
by an Englifh force under the command of fir David Kirk,
but was fhortly reftored again to France. Tor a feries of years
this valuable territory was much negle€ted by the mother
country. During a long time the further colonization was
Ieft to private individuals, who fitted out expeditions of ad-
venture at their own expence, Thefe were ufually men of
rank and fortune, who obtained from the government anex-
clufive rieht to trade with the native Indians for divers kinds
of furs and peltries, then the principal articles of Canadian
commerce. But experience quickly demonftrated that thefe
expeditions were upon too {mall a fcale to infure either the
faccefs or the fafety of the fettlers, who were confequently
{ubject to be harafled by continual incurfions of the Indians
fur the fake of plunder. From the year 1535, when it is
faid Quebec was firft difcovered, to the year 1664, the go-
vernment and trade of Canada were entrufted to private
merchants, holding under patents, granted by the king of
France. In the year 1664, the two departments were
fcparated, and changed pofleflors: the crown affuming the
goyernment, while the trade was put exclufively in pofieflion
of the gompany des Indes Occidentales. But even after the
French government had taken the colony under its own more
immediate care, greater attention appears to have been paid
to the fpreading of the Roman catholic re’ulg?on, by numerous
miflionaries exploring the interior, and cultivating friendfhip
with the various Indian tribes, for the furtherance of the
fur trade 5 than to the internal improvement of the country,
by agriculture and arts. . Indeed, from the firft fettlement of
Canada, the fur trade was confidered of the greateft import-.
ance to the cclony. Soon in the vicinity of the trading
fettlements, the {kins<f fuch animals as svere deemed precious
in a commercial view, became {carce and daily more valuable.
"I'o procure the neceffary fupplies, the Indians were con-
firained to penetrate farther, and explore the diffant woods
for hunting purfuits, in which they were often acgempanied
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Ly native Canadians. 'Thelfe in time, by means of the inter-
courfe they thus obtained with perfons belonging to the
remoter tribes, induced the latter to bring to the fettlements
belonging to the trade the kind of {kins which were moit
in demaud. Such Canadians, who thus conforted with the
Indians in thefe hunting excurfions, were derominated
¢ Coureurs des bois,” and becoming a kind of pedlars or
middle men, proved extremely ufeful to merchan's engaged
inthe trade ; who found it their intereft to grant the nec~f-
fary credit, to enablc them to undertake their commercial
fpeculations.  Three or four of thefe pedlars would put their
property, as a joint flock, iuto a canoe conftruéted of birch-
bark, which they would navigate up the rivers and lakes,
and either afcend to the places where the natives were ac-
cuftomed to hunt, or to {uch as they were ufed to frequent,
for the purpofes of trade. At length, to fuch an extent did
they proceed, that thefe voyages would take up from twelve
to fifteen months, when the adventurers would return
freighted with rich cargoes of furs, attended by numerous
canoes, containing thill more, belonging to the Indians. T'he
diffolute lives of thefe men, however, tending to obftruct the
work of the miffionaries, and leflen the Canadians in the
eyes of the natives, the fuppreffion of fuch a clafs of men
wag attempted by an edict prohibiting any perfon from going
up the country without a licence from government. But
thefe licences being transferable, many of them came into
the hands of the merchants, who, as they formerly did, had
recourfe to the agency of the courcurs des bois, which
caufed a renewal of the former complaints ; in confequence
of which, military pofts were eftablifhed at the confluence
of the different large lakes of Canada; a meafure which
tended in a great degree to check the evil coufequences
arifing from the improper condu@ of the foreflers. The
trade alfo flowed in more numerous and profitable channeis,
Many refpefable men, retived from the army, profecuted
the concern in perfon with great regularity, under their
relpective licences ; and by perfevering induilry extended 1
to fuch a diftance, as in that period was confidered an
aftonifhing effort of commercial enterprize. Thefe traders,
and their miflionarics, having combined their views, and
agreed to a& with concert, in the courfe of time fecured the
refpe& of the natives, and the obedience of the people necei-
farily employed in the laborious departments of the concern.
Thefe religious men were of extenfive fervice to the com-
manders, as the licenced traders were denominated, engaged
in thofe diftant cxpeditions to the remote fettlements, and
enabled them to carry the fur trade as far as the banks of the
river Safkatchiwine, in latitude §3°north, and longifudc 102°
weft. Thus expanded was it, notwithitanding the reftrittions
by which commerce was opprefled under the French go-
vernment ; and thus did it furmount many of the moft dif-
couraging obftacles; while at the fame time no exertions
were made from the people of Hudfon’s bay to obtain the
fmalleft fhare in the trade of a country, which, according to
the charter of that company, formed part of their own pof-
feflions ; and, from its proximity, is acceflible with fo hutle
comparative difliculty to the mercantile adventurer.

What the quantity of furs and fkins was, on an annual
average, that France imported from Canada, previouflyto the
ceffion of the province to the Englifh, it is not eafy accu-
rately to afcertain. Mr. Dobbes has given an enumeration
of the peltry impested in the year 1743 by the port of
Rochelle, the principal import place, win. beaver fkins
172,080 ; bear do. 16,512 3 racceon do. 110,000 ; marten
do. 30,325 , otter and fither do. 12,428 ; mink do. 17c0;
fine cat do. r220; wolve do. 1207 ; wgolverins 923 grey
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fox, and cat do. 10,280; red fox do. 451 total 311,355
flkins, worth about 120,c00/. fterling

- On the 8th of September, 1760, the town of Montreal,
togetl er with the reft of Canada, was {urrendered to the
Batifh forees, under the command of general Amherlt, by
the French general M. Vaudreulle ; and in the treaty of
peace, concluded in 1763, the whole province, and its de-
pendencies, were ceded to Great Britain. From this invalu-
able acquifition, not only did the country obtain a vaft ad-
dition of territory ; but, what is of very great importance,
became poffeffed of the entire fur and peltry trade of the
American continent. And though a portion of it was
again alienated by the a&, which declared the independence
of the United States, yet while we retain the country on
the banks of the great river St. Lawrence, the key to the
lakes, and the land of furs, it muft ever be carried on by this
kingdom to the moft confiderable extent. Canada now be-
come a Britith province, the lords of plantation addrefled
the king, that the trade migit be put under the fame regu-
lations with that of the other colonies, except fuch cafes as
might be otherwife provided for by the articles of capitu-
lation and ceflion. Large orders for furs were now. for-
warded to this country from Ilanders and other places on
the continent, and even from Ruflia, which, though con-
fidered a fur country, do=s not produce a fufficient quantity
for the fupply of its own wants, But though the demands
in the market wcre great, yet for fome time after the con-
queft this trade appeared almoft fufpended ; owing te am:
ignorance of the country in the conguerors, their want of
commercial confidence in the conquered, and the numerous
difcouragements arifing from the hoftile difpofitions of the
Indian tribes, who had been in alliance with the French.
Hence it was, that fo late as the year 1466, the trade from
Michilemakinac anly commenced. In the undermentioned
years, Mr. Macpherfon gives the number of fkins, or furs,
exported from the province of Canada, according to the
returns from the offices at Quebec; where the fiecies of
furs are not diftinguithed, but fimply entered under one
head of, ¢ peltries, fkins,”

1764, 106,035 fkins, befides 58 cafks, 207 bales, and

1 trunk, whereof the contents are not afcertained.

1765, 275,206.

1766, 346,749.

Some of the adventurers now proceeded beyond Grande
Portage, fituated on a bay in latitude 48~ north, and 90’
weft longitude, which has fince that period become the
principal north-weftern entrepot of the trade. Subfequent
to this an adventurer, by the name of Mr. Thomas Curry,
having penetrated to the furtheft limits of the French dif-
coveries in the fur country, and returned with a fuccefsful
cargo ; numerous per{ons were encouraged to embark their
capital, and engage in the concern, and they, or their agents,
"began to fpread over every part of the country, particularly
where the French fettlements had previoufly been efta-
blihed. The trade was now purfued with fuch avidity and
irregularity, that in a few years it became the reverfe of
what it ought to have been, for the benefit of the perfons
concerned.  An animated competition prevailed, and the
contending parties carried the trade beyond the line of
domarcation laid down by the French, though with little
advantage to themfelves, and to the ferious injury of their
neighbours, the Hudfon’s bay company, who, in the year
1774, and not till then, thought proper to move their depot
and fatory to the eaft bank of Sturgeon lake, in latitude
53 56 worth, and longitude 102° 15 weft. Roufed from
torpidity, they now evinced more jealou{ly towards their
fellow {ubje@s, and perhaps with greater rcafon than they

had ever done towards thofe of France. This competition,
and many othet incidental circumftances, for fome confider-
able time, injured the Canadian trade; and which, by the
irregular mode it was conducted, yearly grew worfe and
worfe. Ahout this time that direful malady, the {mall-pox,
raged with unconimon virulence among the Indian tribes,
and as Mr. Mackenzie defcribes it, ¢ the fatal infetion
{pread around with a baneful rapidity which no flight conld
cfcape, and with a fatal effe@ that nothing couid refift,
{preading its deftructive and defolating power as the fire
confumes the parched grafs.”” Thefe combined circum-
ftances reduced the fur trade of Canada to a forlern con-
dition. During the winter of 1783—g4, the Canadian
merchants engaged in this concern formed a jun&ion of
interefts, under the name of the North-weft Company ;
who divided their firm, for capital they had none, into fix-
teen fhares ; each partner furnifhing a proportionate quota
of fuch articles as were neceflary for carrying on the Indian
intercourfe, The traders in the country, forgetting their
former animofities, and with the expe&ation of having their
labours adequately rewarded, entered into a co-partnerfhip
with the merchants of Montreal, engaging with the utmott
fpirit and activity to further the gencral iatereft. The
trade, thus confolidated, was direted by able men, who,
from the powers with which they were entruited, were
enabled to carry it on to the utmofl capable exient. In
the year 1787, this company was joined'by a rival company,
whizh. had flarted foon: after the firle was- formed, and n
which Mr, Alexander Mackenzie, the author of ¢ Voyages
from Montreal, &c.”” bore a dittinguithed part. T'ls com-
mercial eftablithment was, by union of ability, and local
knowledge, founded on a more {olid bafis than Litherto had
been known in the country ; and it not only contivued ia
full force, vigour, and profperity, in defiance of all inter-
ference from Canada, but maintained at leaft an equal thare
of advantage with the Hudfon’s bay company, notwith-
ftanding the decided fuperiority of their local fituation.
This new, or combined North-welt company, confifted of
twenty fharers; of thefe, fome were called the company’s
agents, and managed the concerns in Canada. "T'wo went
annually to the Grande Portage to tranfadt the bufinefs
there 5 while others were obliged to winter among the.
Indians, and to condut the intercourfe with the refpeiive
tribes. By fuch wife commercial arrangements, and pru-
dent minor regulations, did the felf-created company infure
its fubfequent fuccefs. In the year 1788, the grofs amount
of the annual adventure did net exceed forty thoufand
pounds, which might be confidered at that time the foré
of the company ; but by the exertion and enterprize of the
proprietors, it was broughs in the fpace of eleven ycars to
upwards triple that amount ; yielding proportionate profits,
and {urpaffing every thing in this department of commerce
ever before witneffed in America,  Such a profperous ftate
of affairs induced others to embark in fimilar undertakings.
In 1798 the concern underwent a change, the fhares were
increafed to forty-fix. This produced the termination of
the company, which was not renewed by all the parties
previoufly concerned, the majority continuing to aét under
the old firm, and the reft fetting up another, under the name
of the South-weft company; a title the eftablithment al-
fumed from the circumftance of the furs in which they
trade being brought from the Indian fettlements in the
weftern parts of America, in the vicinity of the rivers Okic,
Miffouri, and Mifliffippi. This trade had been carried on
individually by the perfons forming this company, who, by
interfering in each other’s concerns, did themfelves a deal of
injury winch is now avoided by their umion. But it yet
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-yemains to b2 decided, whether two parties under the fame
regulations, and by fimilar exertions, though unequal in num-
_ber, will be able to continue carrying on the bufinefs to a
fuccefsful iffue. The contrary opiion has been entertained
by many, which, if verified, will make it the intereft of the
parties again to coalefee 3 for neither appears deficient in
- capital, to-fuppert their refpeétive claims on a market,
and it 1s not probable that either will relinquifh them on any
- other terms, thdn perpetual participation.
Thefe two companies have nearly monopolized the fur-
trade, for having fcarcely any competitors, they have ina
-great meafure the Indian market in their own power; but

.they are obliged to pay latterly an advanced price for their:

fkins and furs ; becaufe the Indians, fo long accuftomed to

‘the trade, have long fince learned, that a beaver fkin is
~wvorth more than a two-penny knife, or a fix-peany
»trinket.

By the printed documents of the annual importations from
:Canada, the quantity of furs and fkins, which arrived in
.England in the year 1783, was as follows : ¢ 96,000 parch-
ment beaver; 3000 coat ditto; 10§,000 deer in the hair
and fhaved; 10,000 ditto Indian ; half-dreffed, 85,000;
10,500 bear; 17,700 otter; 3400 fither; 40,000 marten;
5600 wolf ; 300 woolverinj 7300 cat; G400 mink; 3900
fox ; 3600 elk ; 65,000 mufquath.”

After the north-weft company had been formed, how
-very confiderably the trade was increafed by their united
exertions, will appear from the imports of 1784, wviz.
¢ 116,000 parchment beaver 3 4000 coat ditto; 130,000 rac-
1€o0n 3 40,000 martenj 19,000 otter; 11,000 bear ; 7000
“wolf ; 8ooocat; 8ooo mink ; 6ooo fox ; 4000 fither; 300
woolverin ; 6000 elk.;; 160,000 deer in the hair and fhaved ;
5000 Indian ditto half-dreffed ; 84,0c0 mufquafh.”

Subfequent to the junétion of the two rival companies
in 1788, the trade was ftill further extended, and a much
larger quantity of furs were brought into the Englith mar-
“ket. 'The invoices of the cargoes belonging to fundry fhips,
which arrived from Canada in the year 1791, give the fol
lowing refult, and it forms the greateft annual importation
ever made from that country, wiz. ‘168,000 parchment
beaver fkins; 5500 coat ditto; 178,000 raccoon; 3%,000
marten ; 22,500 otter; 15,600 bear ; g6oo wolf; 9400 cat;
-21,000 mink} 11,000 fox; 6oo fither; 650 woolverin;
147 mufquath ; 86,000 deer in the hair and fhaved; 1000
ditto half-drefled; 2000 elk.” The two enfuing years
were nearly as productive ; but after the diffolution of the
~company, and the partial reformation of a fimilar firm, the
annual imports began to decline. Thus the import of 1799
gives the following flatement, wiz. ¢ 113,000 parchment
.beaver fkins; 1200 coat ditto; 126,000 raccoon; 34,500
marten ; 16,000 otter ; 21,000 bear; §goo wolf; 12,500
cat; 8000 mink; 7800 fox; 5400 fither; 780 woolverin g
:6000 mufquath ; 160,000 deer 1n the hair and fhaved ; oo
elk.” From this period, though the quantity imported in
-one or two years exceeded that of 1799; yet the average
arrivals have fallen fhort of it, 'Thus the report of
1803 gives, ¢ 93,000 parchment beaver {kins; 200 coat
ditto ; 150,000 raccoon; 32,000 marten; 17,000 otter;
25,000 bear; 5600 wolf; 14,000 cat; 12,000 mink;
10,000 fox and kitt ; §7,000 fifher ; 1400 woolverin; 76,000
mufquafh ; 204,000 deer in the hair and fhaved 5 600 elk.”

. ‘The year following produced rather more, and the fucceed-
.ing one much lefs.  The refult of 180; will ferve to give
a general view of the prefent flate of the trade: * 106,000
_parchment beaver fkins ; 125,000 raccoon; 54,000 marten 3
42,000 otter ; 16,000 bear ; 1000 wolf ; 5,300 cat; 15,000
.mink; 10,000 fox. N.B. 2300 white; 7000 fither; 200

-progreflively growing lefs.
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woolverin 5 15,500 mufquath 3 216,000 deer in the hair and
fhaved ; 8oo eclk.” .

What have been the caufes of this gradual diminution in
the quantity brought to market has been a fubje&t of {erious
inquiry. DBy fome it has been attributed to the interference
of the Fludlon’s bay company ; and their agents, engrofling
a confiderable portion of the intercourfe with the Kniltes
neaux, Chepewyan, and other tribes of Indians, who ufed
exclafively to trade with the Canadian adventurers. DButby
reverting to the flate of the fales belonging to that company,
it will be evident this could not have been the caufe, for the
arrivals in the market through that channel alfo have been
Two reafons may be affigned
for the defalcation. Firfl, the diffance the adventurers are
obliged to go to meet with new Indian tribes for the pur-
pefe of profitable barter, and the expenfive range the hunters-
are neceflitated to take,- for {fuccefsful prrfuit in procuring
faleable fkins. A fecond reafon may be found in the recent
formation of a new company at New York for carrying
on the fur-trade in the United States; who, though at prea
fent they do not much annoy the Caradian traders by theif
rivalfhip in the commerce of the extenfive lakes; yet by the
quantity of furs they import from Canada, for the purpofe
of fupplying the Chinefe, they occafion a confiderable
drawback on the quantity of goods which otherwife would
be expofed in the Englifh market. Thefe two co-operating
caufes have had a confiderable influence, both upon the
trade in Canada, and alfo at Hudfon’sbay ; and they furnith
two powerfully perfuafive arguments, why the intercourfe
fhould be extended and improved with the countries bor-
dering on the north-weft coaft of America.

Thhe prices of this article have been progreflively rifing, not
merely, as ftated by fome, on account of the lefs quantity
brought into the market ; but from more powerful though
lefs obvious caufes. The competition, which has tended to
enhance the value, has arifen from a different quarter.
Luxury ramifying and increafing through all ranks and gra.
dations of fociety, has been the primary and continuative
caufe of the average advaice in the price of furs. Other
incidental caufes may have occalioned temporary fluétuations;
but thefe foon cealing to operate, the trade reverted to its
ufual level. The leading and grand caulfe is, that change
that has taken place in the nativnal manners of this country ;
which is technically couched . under ¢“the nature of the
trade.” 'To inftance, refpecting beaver, where fome years
fince one perfon wore a hat fabricated from that fpecies of
“fur, a thoufand probably do at prefent. Formerly muffs,
tippets, and furred garments were only worn by people of
quality, or diftinguithed theupper clafles of gentry. Now
coftly furs,adorn the drefs of females in that {phere of life,
in which perfons at nc remote period were ufually clad in
the plaineit and moft homely attire. To this may be added
the expence of freight, infurance, &c., owing to a protratted
war. And the indire& influence of general taxation, as well
as the effe@s of a dire¢t impoft, and an additional fiftcen
per cent. lately put upon the article, {fubjeéts the confumer
to an accumulated charge. It is not requifite to enter into
details minutely to inveftigate the fcale of gradation, or
mark the different periods of advance; fuffice 1t to obferve,
that by the fale prices of the Hudfon's bay company, on an
average of eleven years from 1722 to 1733 inclufive, the
price of beaver, which to a certain extent regulates the reft,
fold from three fhillings and three-pence to feven fhillings
and fix-pence per pound, forming a medium of five (hillings
and four-pence halfpenny. By the accounts laid before parw
liament in 1749, the average price, reckoning for ten years
prior to that period, of a pound weight of beaver, was

‘ fix
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fix fhillinys and three halfp>nce. Since that time it has
varioufly flu&uated, but ftill kept progreflively rifing ; till
at one time it had advanced to the enormous height of thirty
thillings per pound. It then fell confiderably, and at prefent
maintains the average rate of twenty-four. "Mr. Gray, who
in his account of Canada freqiently alludes to the fur trade,
furnithes a few remarks, calc.lated to illuftrate this fubjec ;
for by contrafting the prices at the London fales with thofe

of Canada, which he gives in his flatement, it will be feen,
that not monopoly, but the increafing demand in the market,
and the difficulty of fupplying it, have been the altual
caufes of theadvance in price. :

The following were the quantity, kinds, and prices of furs
and peltry exported from Canada to Britain, on an average
of three years ending. 1805, viz.

A £, s d
Beaver {kins . - -- 09,076 average weight each 1}lb. at 14s. per Ib. . 92,470 18 8§
Marten - - - 21,370 - at  4s. each - - - - - 4034 o o
Otter - - 7,649 - — 175, 6d - - - - 35,091 17 6
Mink - - 11,687 — 2:5. 6d. - 460 17 6
Fither - - - 5,657 — 8s. Gd. - - 2,404 4 6
Fox - - - 8,636 — 1295, - - 5181 12 o
Bear and cub - 22,074 — 405, - - 40,148 o o
Deer - - - 223,260 - 55 - - 55,822 10 ©
Raccoon - - 151,710 —_— 24 - - 15191 "o o
Maufkwath - 79,650 — ¥4 2d. - - 4046 5 o
Cat, cafed and open - 12,221 — 75 G - - 4,582 7 6
Wolf - - 6,425 — -8s. - - 2,570 0 o
Eik o - 1,032 — 10s. - - 516 o o
‘Woolverin - - 1,250 — 55 . - 812 10 ©
Hare
-‘lél“:‘bi . - 3,062 —_ §d. - - - 76 11 e

Squirrel

Exclufive of this part of the trade, a large quan’ity of furs
of all defcriptions are annually fent by way of &t. John's
into the United States ; not merely for fupplyh g the de-
mands of that country, but for exporting to China, for
which market the fineft furs and prime peltries are in re-
quett. !
in the year 1806, Mr. Gray ftates at 62,009/ 155, 2d. The
reafon of the furs being fent by this channcl, rither than
through the London market, is the difficulty f gettiug
home the produce obtained fer the furs in Chira by the
Lalt India company’s fhips, tegether with the virious re-
firictions laid by the direCtors, and the heavy duty payable
on the exportation.

Mr. Gray’s account of the exports of furs and peltries
from Quebec in 1808, is as follows, viz.

The amount of thefe articles fold to the Anericans

£ s d

Beaver - 126,927 at 18 9d. 118,004 1 3
Marten - 9,530 — 35 4d. 1,588 6 8
Otters - 75230 — 208, 75230 ©©
Mink - 9,108  — 2s. 91616 ©
Fifhers - 3,866 , — 4s. 773 ‘4 0
Foxes - 1,038 — [1X 259 10 ©
Bears and cubs 1,298 —  z35s. 1,622 10 ©
Deers - 103,875 -— 35 4d. 17,312 10 O
C:;t?‘ i’:‘: 5,718 — 35 4d. 953 © o
Raccoons 123,307 = 28 12,330 14 ©
Muik cats 6,513 —— ‘1. 6d. 488 9 6
Wolf - 18—  75. Ods . 6150
Lk - 662 — 15 496 100
Woolvering .. 39 — 55 : 9 15 ©
Seals - 10~ 45, 2 oo
Ruifalo - I - 20 1 oo
Totad value 162,979 1 §

: Vor. XV.

£2063,088 13 8

Total in value

By this ftatement it will appear that the fur trade to Bri-
tain has recently declined ; and that many of the articles
have fold at a reduced price, compared with the average
amcuat and prices in 1805.

The Canadian imports, for the year 1808, confifted of
92,000 parchment beaver ; 3000 coat ditto; 123,000 rac-
coon 3 10,000 marten ; 70CO otter; 13co hear; wolf 3
5700 cat 3 gooo mink ; 1coo fox; 3000 fither; wool-
verin 3 5400 mufkwath 3 103 deer, in the hair and fhaved ;
6co elk.  The higheft price obtained for parchment beaver
was twenty-one fhillings, the average twenty; cub ditto,
‘twenty-five, average ditto twenty-three and fix-pence ; coat-
ditto, fourteen and five-pence, average ditto eleven and fef-"
pence. By comparing this ftatement with the one previoufly
given from the fale-report of the Hud{on’s bay company, for

. the fame year, it will appear, that notwithftanding the gra-

dual defalcation in the quantity of furs brought from Ca-
nada, yet the importation from that country is nearly treble
the amount of that from Hudfon's bay ; and thiat the price
of coat-beaver from the former country is confiderably
lower than what is brought from the latter, while the cub
and prime parchment beaver reaches a higher ftandard. This
difference can only arife from the quality of the refpetive
articles, fince the fales are condufted on a fimilar plan, wis.
¢ by the candle at a public aution.” To explain the general
mode of carrying on the fur trade, and conduéting the necef-
fary interchange of commodities with the Indians, it will be
neceffary to have recourfe to the details given on this fubje&t
by that intelligent merchant and obfervant traveller, Alex-
ander Muckenzie, whofe voyages of difcovery in the interior,
indefatigable labours for the furtherance of this branch of
commerce, and the profperity of our northern {tates in Amc-
rica, delerve the highelt encomiun 3 and doubtlefs his fame,
with his valuable works, will defcend to the lateft potterity.
The fa&s which thofe afford will be inter{perfed with
others furnithed by Hearne,” Vaneouver, Gray, &ec. &v.

‘ 3 R witds
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with fuch additional remarks as may tend to the elucidation
of the fubje&t.

The commereial relations with the Indians form purely a
barter trade, as money is of little value in a country where
every thing bought and fold is, and muft be, in kind.
The articles neceflary for the trade are, coarfe woollen cloths
ef various kinds,milled blankets of different fizes ; arms and
ammunition ; twilt and carrot tobacco; -divers forts of
Manchefter goods ; linens and coarfe fhectings; threads,
line, and twine ; common hardware ; cutlery and ironmon-

ery of feveral defcriptions; brafs and copper kettles;
ﬁleet. iron ; filk, and cotton handkerchiefs ; hats, fhoes, and
hofe ; calicoes, printed cottons, &c. &c. Thele are im-
ported from England.  Spirituous liquors, and diversarticles
of provifion, are purchafed for the concern in Canada.
Thefe goods are previoufly made up, and properly prepared
for the Indian market at Montreal. The expence of this,
the tranfporting them to the Indian territory, and freight-
ing back the goods obtained in exchange, including wages to
clerks, interpreters, guides, and canoe men, conftitute about
half the annual amount againft what is termed rhe adwenture.
Thefe are conveyed by bateaux, flat-bottomed boats, and
canoes, which commence their voyage at LaChin=, aboutniae
miles above Montreal, the rapids in the river St. Lawrence
preventing the working up loaded canoes between thofe
two places. Some proceed by way of lakes Ontario and
Niagara, &c. : but the greater number by the river Altawa,
or Qutawais, and by other rivers and portages, to lake Ni-
piffing, lake Huron, lake Superior, and thence by feveral
chains of large and {mall lakes and rivers to lake Winipey,
Athabafca, or Arathapefcow lake, and the great. Slave lake,
which is within a few hundred miles of the weftern coaft of
North America. In this range of their trade the company
have at times from one to two thoufand people in their
employment, as their agents and fervants, at their numerous
poits, difperfed oyer the country, who condu¢t the bufinefs
and cultivate the friendthip of the Indians, among whom
fome of them conftantly refide. At one particular period
Mr. Mackenzie thus particularly ftates the number of men
employed in the concern by the North-weit company.
s¢ Fifty clerks, feventy-one interpreters and clerks, one
thoufand one hundred and twenty cance men, and thirty-
five guides. Of thefe, five clerks, eighteen guides, and
three hundred and fifty capoe men were engaged for the
fummer {eafon in going from Montreal to the Grande Port-
age in canoes; part of whom proceeded from thence to
Rainy lake. Thefe, which are called porkeaters, or goers and
comers, and hired in Canada or Montreal, were abfent from
the firlt of May till the latter end of September. TFor this
trip the guides had from cight hundred toa thoufand livres,
and a {uitable equipment ; the foreman and fteerfinan from
four to fix hundred livres; the middle men from two
bundred and fifty to three hundred and fifty livres, with an
equipment of one blanket, one fhirt, and one pair of trowfcrs,_
and ‘were maintained during the voyage at the expence of
their employers. Independent of wages, they were allowed
to traffic, and many of them earned to an equal amount.
About one-third of thefe proceeded to winter, and had more
than double the above allowance and equipment. All the
reft were hired by the year, and in fome inftances for three
years. Of the clerks, many of them were apprentices,
who were generally engaged for five or feven years, for
which they had only one hundred pounds, with provifion and
clothing.”

The neceflary number of canoes having been purchafed,
-at three hundred livres each, the goods formed into Packages,

3

_their fading.

of about eighty er ninety pounds weight, and the lakes,
with their cometing rivers, free of ice, which generally
happens by the beginning of May, the voyagers, with
their veffels and cargoes, are difpatched from La Chine,
Eight or ten men are appointed to each canoe, azd their
baggage, provifions, ftores, with other neceffary articles,
and fixty-five packages of goods, are ftowed into this finall
veffel. ¢ An European, on feeing one of thefe flender vef-
els, (fays Mr. Mackenzie, ) thus laden, heaped up, and funk
with her gun-wale within fix inches of the water, would
think his fate Inevitable in {uch a boat, when he refleét.
ed on the nature of her voyage; but the Canadians are
fo expert, that few accidents happen.”” 'The canot is con-
ftruted with much ingenuity, it is perfeltly light, and by
that means anfwers remarkably well the purpofes for which
it is intended.  The length of thofe cances, which are ufed
in the fur trade, is about thirty feet, the greateft breadth
fix, graduaily narrowing towards each end, till they termi-
nate in a point ; the bottom 1is rounded, and they have no
keel. A frameis formed of flight pieces of light wood, over
which is faltened a (heathing, compofed of fe¢tions of bark,
taken from the birch tree; thefe are fewed together with
filaments from roots of the fpruce fir tree called avatape
and the calking, or making the feams water-tight, is effect-
ed by a {pecies of gum which hardens and adberes more
firmly i the water. ¢ T had the pleafure, {obferves Mr.,
Gray,) of feeing both an arrival, and departure of canoes
from, and to, the north-wefl territories. It certainly is a
curtous {pe&acle. The canoes, when they take thew de-
parture from La Chine, are loaded to within about fix inches
of the gun-wale, or edge of the canoe. . Inftead of oars,
they ufe paddles, which they handle with great dexterity.
They ftrike eff, finging a fong peculiar to themfelves,
called the “voyager's fong ;" one man takes the lead, and
all the others join 1 a chorus, Tt is extremely pleafing to
fee people, who are toiling hard, difplay fuch marks of good
humour and contentment, although they krow, that for a
fpace of more than two thoufand mil:s, their exertions muft
be unremitting, and their living very poor; for, in the lit-
tle fpace allowed in the canoe for provifions, you find none
of the luxuries, and a very feanty fupply of the neceffaries
of life. The fong i1s of great ufe; they keep time with
their paddles to its meafured cadence, and, by uniting their
force, increafe its effe& confiderably.”

Leaving La Chine they proceed to St. Anmne’s, within
two miles of the weftern extremity, in the ifland of Mon-

. treal, on the lake of the two mountains, which is confidered

the commencement of the Utawas or Qutawais river, and
prefents itfelf to the voyagers; who, to pafs the rapids of
St. Anne, are obliged to take out part, if not the whole, of
From this fpot they confider their departure,
becaufe near it frands the laft church on the ifland, dedica-
ted to their tutelar faint.  The lake of the two mountains
1s about twenty miles long, and contralling its waters forms
the river Utawas, whofe navigatien is interrupted, at inter-
vals, by a variety of cafcades and rapids, that either render
decharges, or portages neceffary. By the former are meant
places where the canoes muft unload their cargoes, and the
packages be carried over to points, where the river again
deepens, and becomes it for pavigation ; and by the latter,
fuch places where the obitacles oblige the voyagers to
carry over both canoes and cargoes. 'Thus they proceed to
lake Nepifingui, from which by French river, i latitude
north 45 53, they enter lake Huron. * Hence paffing the
ifland of Michilimakinac, at the confluence of lakes Huron
and Michigan, and pafling along the north fhore of the
former, they portage over the falls of the river St. Mary,

| which
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which extends te lake Superior; and having crofled that
immenf{e body of water which forms the grand refervoir of
~the river St. Lawrence, they arrive at the important entre-
pot denominated the Grande Portage. At this place they
are met by the northmen, who gencrally come down about
the beginning of July. At this period 1t becomes neceflary
to fole¢t from the pork-caters a number of men, amor.g whom
are alfo the recruits, or volunteer winterers, fufficient to
man the canoes neceffary for carrying the goods and provi-
fions requifite for the Athabafca country, to the river of
the Rainy lake. The northmen, who have arrived at Grande
Portage, are regaled, have their accounts fettled, and fuch
a5 choofe to fend any of their earnings to Canada receive
draughts to remit the fame to their relations.  Such as have
not previoully cntered into engagewments during the winter,
as 15 cuftomary, now contralt for returning up the country,
to pcrform the amlual voyage for one, two, or three years 3
and as foon as every thing can be got ready, which ufually
requires a fortnight, they arc again difpatched to their re-
{peftive departments, ‘This done, the agents, affifted by
their clerks, prepare to return eaftward, by getting the furs
and fkins acrofs the Portage, and re-packing them in bales
of cne hundred pounds each, to fend them down to Mon-
treal, where they commonly arrive about the month of
September.

The trade from the Grand Portage to the interior is,
in fome particulars, carried on in a different manner from
that bétween it and Montreal. The canoes employed 1
the tranfporting goods from the latter place are too large
for carrying them beyond the former. Others therefcre of
about half the fize, navigated by about four to fix men,
are here procured from the natives. Thele boats carry, on
the average, about thirty-five packages, in which twenty-
three are for the purpofes of trade, and the reft are ufed
for provifions, ftores, and baggage. A pilot, or conductor,
is appointed to every four or fix of thefe canoes, and thus
loaded, the voyagers embark. on the river Autort, on the
north fide of the Portage. Thence proceeding to lake Ou-
tard, they enter the Mountain lake, pafs by numerous por-
tages to lakes Rofe, Saginaga, De la Pluie, and De Bois,
which contraés into the river Winipic. 'The courfe is now
through various {mall lakes and rivers,” with numerous in-
tervening portages and decharges to the laft, at the great
waters of lake Winipic ; between which, and Hudfon’s bay,
gwo cominunications are formed by means of the Severn
and port Nelfon rivers. © Several other rivers difcharge their
waters into this lake, wiz. the Dauphin, Red-deer, and
Safkatchiwine: and the whole country, to the fouth of
the Litter, abounds in beaver, moofe-deer, fallow-deer, elks,
bears, buifiloes, and numerous other animals, calculated to
the, trade in furs and peltry.  On thefe waters are three
principal forts, for the protection of thofe conduéiing the
concerns.  Fort Dauphin, ere&ed by the French, prior to
the conguelt ; Red-deer, and” Swan-river forts, with feve-
ral fmall detached outpolts belonging to each.  Up the Saf-
katchiwine the flotilla of canoes proceeds to Cedar lake,
frem whence the abovementioned river is navigable to near
its fource. On this fine communication are five principal
fadtorics s wiz. Nepawi-houfe, South-branch-houfe, Tort
George-houfe, Fore Auguftus-houfe, and Upper Ettablifh-
ment, Leaving the Saikatchiwine, the voyagers enter the
river that communicates with the Sturgeon lake, on the
caftern bank of which is fituated another faltory, Cumber-
land-houfe.  Thence the rout lies through Pine-ifland lake,
lake de Bouleau, Miron lake, lake de Bois, to the Miflini-
pi, called alfo Churchill river.  The inhabitants of this part
of the country arz the Kailtensaux Indians, whote fure the

traders for feveral years fuccecded in obtaining till 17933
when the fervants of the Hudfon’s bay company thought
proper to fend their people amongft them, fur the purpofe
of {ecuring their credits, which the natives are apt to for-
get, and advancing towards the interior by a new line of
commercial {peculation.  Why they had not adopted fuch
a meafure long previous to this pericd is not very obvious:
for it muft have been, as the faét has fince proved; highly
beneficial to their concerns. From the fhort diftance they
had to come, the quantity of goods they were able readily
to fupply, the trade, as experience has.evinced, muft have
reverted to them: the Canadian merchants being unable,
from the remotenefs of their fituation, and other circum-
ftances, to meet the company’s agents upon adequate terms.
The courfe of this river isinterrupted by rapigs and falls,
and the flotilla has yet to pafs by feveral fmall lakes and
rivers to Otter lake ; thence by lakes de PIfle d’Ours, lake
des Souris, lake du Serpent, lake Croche, lake Shagoina,
Likela Croife, lake de Beeuf, up the river la Loche, and
thence by the Elk, which communicates with thelake of the
Hills, in latitude 58° 36' north. On the- {outhern fide of
this is fituated what is termed the « QOld Eftablithment,”
which was tle only one in this part prior to the year 1785.
It was formed by a Mr. Pond in 1778—0, about forty miles
diftant 3 and transferred to this place in 1788, by the order
of the north-weft united company. This, called Fort Che-
pewyan, is in latitude 58~ 38’ north, and longitude 110”
26' weft. This was the fettlement where Mr. Mackenzie
refided eight years, conduéting the concerns of the north-
weft company, whence he tock his departure on both his ex-
peditions of difcovery ; and the furtheft to the north-weit
hitherto eftablifhed for carrying on th¢ commerce in furs
and peltry.. The following 13 the Rateﬁ‘;ent he gives cf the
mode adopted in tranfaéting the bufinefs. ¢ The flotilla of
laden canoes, which leave lake de Pluie about the firft of
Auguft, do notarrive here till the latter end of September,
or the beginning of O&ober, when a neceflary proportion
of the number1s difpatched up the Peace river, to trade with
the Beaver and Rccky Mouw tain Indins.  Others are fent
to the Slave river and lake, to traffic with the inhabitants of
that country. A {mall part of them, if notleft at the fork
of the Elk river, return thither for communicating with the
Knifteneaux ; while the reft of the people and merchandize
remain here to trade with the Chepewyans. In the fall of
the year, the natives mect the traders at the fort, where
they barter the furs or provifions which they have procured,
then obtain frefh credit, proceed to hunt the beavers, and
do not retarn till the begmning of the year ; when they are
again fitted out in the fame manner, and come back the latter
end of March, or the beginning of April. But they are
now unwilling to repair to the beaver hunt until the waters
are clear of ice, that they may kill them with fire-arms,
which the Chepewyans are averfe to employ. The major
part of the latter return to the barren grounds, and live
during the fummer with their relations and friends in the en-
joyment of that plerty which is derived from numerous
herds of deer. Yet perfons of that tribe who are moft |
partial to thofe defarts cannot remain there in winter, and
they are obliged, with the deer, to take fhelter in the woods
in that rigorous feafon, during which they contrive to kill a
few beavers, and fend them by young men, ta exchange for
iron utenfils and ammunition. Till the year 1782 the people
of Athabafca fent or carried their furs regularly to fort
Churchill, Hudfon’s bay, ard fome of them have fince that
time repaired thither, notwithftanding they could have pro-
vided themfelves from the Canadians with all the neceflaries
which they required. The difference of the price fet on
2R goods,
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goods, here and at ‘that fatory, made it "an object with the
Chepewyans to undertake a journey of five or {fix months,
in the courfe of which they were reduced to the moft painful
extramities, and often loft their lives from hunger and fatigue.
At prefent, however, this trafficis ina great meafure difcon-
tinaed, 15 they were obliged to expend, in the courfe of their
Jjosrney, that very ammunition which formed its moft alluring
objedt.”” Such is the {ubl nee of the comraunications of the
moit intellient writers upon this intercfting fubject, feveralof
whom were ably qualified to give it elucidation from having
had ocular demonftration cf the falts they relate. But nene
of them attempt to detail the particular mode of intercourfe

- with the Indians, or the ratio of exchange or barter between
them and the traders. This, which will be regretted byall who
have read the very important information contained in their
works, particularly ‘in Mr. Mackenzie’s voyages, may be
accounted for thus: the writers were perfons intercfted in
the trade, the lucra‘ive returns of which formel a ftrong
inducement to give gencral informatirn rather thin narrate
particular circumftances, that, if developed, might have led
to an injurious competition. Some idea, however, of the
agio, orrate of exchange, as well as the manner of effeét-
ingit, has already been given in the account of the com-
mercial relations between the Indians and the Hudfon’s bay
company. A further elucidation may be found in the follow-
ing ftatement, which, as a maximum fixed by government
for the benefit of both parties, thouzh occafionally departed
from, probably conftitutes a generaf guidance or regulation
for the trade.

In the year 1762 the governor of Nova Scotia, having
conciliated the friendthip of the neighbouring Indians, who
had been converted to the religion and interefts of the French,
an act was pafled by the provincial legiflature to guard
againft the interruption of the provincial harmony, by frau.

dulent pratices in perfons who trade with the Indians; and’

to oblige all fuch to take aut licences, and give fecurity for
their compliance with the regulations of the a&. The fta-
tute moreover eltablifhed a tariff of regulated prices, which
were fixed as the ftandard of the trading intercourfe between
the white people and the Indians. :
A pound of the beft {pring beaver, valued at 5l was

eftablithed as the fixed ftaidard, by which all other goods
were to be eftimated, wviz.

14 Of fall beaver b

1 Otter {kin ,

g Sable or marten fkins To be coafidered equiva-

6 Mink fkins lent to 1lb. of fpring
13 Mulk rats, or mufquath fkins | beaver.
sib. Of deer fkins :

10 Ermine {kins : J

.1 Large good bear fkin equal to 1 Ib. of {pring beaver

1 Red fox kin - - - b

1 Black fox fkin - - - 2 —_—
-. 1 Silver fox fkin . - - - 21 e

1. Large moofe fkin - - 123 —

1 Large cat fkin, loup fervie - =z

Scal tkins, according to fize, from 8. to 3s.
6ib. Of feakes - - - ilb. of
1 Large blanket - - - 2
Rum, per gallon, - -
Molalles, per gallon - -
sclb. Of flour - - -
14tb. Of pork - - -
Stroud, per yard - - 1L

And all other merchandize in proportion to thefe rates.

From this, and preceding ftatements, it will readily occur

to the reader, that the profits of the fur trade are very large,

and 4.
{pring beaver.
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and fo they reafonably ought to be, for the capital employ~
ed is great, and the returns peculiarly tardy. - The agents
are obliged to order neceffary goods from England in the
nonth of October, eighteen months before they can leave
Montreal ; thatis, they are nct fhipped from London until
the fpring following, when they arrive in Canada during the
fummer. In the courfe of the following autvien they are
made up into-fuch articlesas are required for the Indians ;

-they are then packed into parcels of eighty or nirety poends

each, but cannot be fent from Montreal until the enfuing
May ; {o that they do not get to market befere the winter
following, when they are exchanged for furs, which arrivg
at Montreal the next autumn, anﬁ‘ from thepce are fhipped,
to London chiefly, where they are not fold, or at leaft paid
for, till the fucceeding {pring, or even as late as the month
of June. Thus payment is mede forty-two months from the
time the goods were ordered in Canada ; thirty-fix after
they had been fhipped from Eirglarnd, and twenty-four fub-
fequernt to their having been forwarded from Montrezl.  So
that from the tire the goods have been bartered for furs,
and thefe arrive in London, arve {old, and remittzaces made,
full three years have elapfcd.  Confequently, the merchant,
allowing he has twelve months credit, dees not reccive Lis
returns, to pay for thole gocds, and anfwer the neceffary at,
tendant expences in procuring them, which are about equal
to the value of the goods, till two years after they are confi-
dered as cafh, which renders thisa very heavy bufinefs ; the
profits ought therefore to be at leaft triple the profits of a
trade where the capital is turned once a year.

The fur trade to the Canadians is nearly as valuable as
their corn trade ; it employs a great number of people, and
a large capital. DBefides the expenditure it occafions in
Canada, the concern ultimately tends to the encouragement

_of Britifh manufa&tures, for thofe who are employed in the

different branches of this bufinefs are enabled by their gains
to purchafe Dritith articles, of which they otherwife muft
forego the ufe. The duty paid in England en furs -and
fins imported from Canada amounted, on an average. of
four years, ending 1806, to 22,053/ per apnum. And
further, we not only gain by thus being almoft exclufively
poflefled of the commerce in furs and peltry, but alfo
by the articles taken in exchange, which, it has been feen,
are coarfe woollens, iron-ware, copper, and brafs utenfils,
fire-arms, gun-powder, fhot, and other manufadtured
articles. It has been pregmant with ftifl more general
benefits, both to the important objeés of feience and com-
merce ; for the one has had new regions developed to its
ken, by the reiterated exertions to extend the other. Thus
what is generally confidered, and in too many inftances ha
been, congenial to the attainment of geographical informa-
tion, in the prefent cafe has been produdlive of the moit
happy difcoveries. Our Indian traders and wood rangers
have explored feveral unknowa countries, and found many
nations and-tribes to traffic with, far back in the interior of
that vaft continent, till at length they have penetrated to
the great weftern Pacific ocean, and opened a new way of
intercourfe with Japan and China. It has developed more,
for it has fet at reft for ever that long agitated, and juftly
deemed interefling queftion, refpefing the exiftence of a
north-weilt paflage, or communication by fea, between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Mr. Hearne, a naval officer,
but then in the fervice of the' Hudfon's bay company, in
confequence of fome information received from the Indiane,
was fent by the governor of Fort Prince-of-Wales on a
journey of difcovery in the year 1770. Having penetrated
to the Frozen ocean at the mouth of the Copper-mine river,
which by his ftatement lies in nearly 72° north latitude, he
' learned
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fearned frem converfation with the Indians, that the con-
tinent ftretches away from thence a ‘prodigious way to the
weltward, By this journey it was afcertained that any
communication  betweern the Atlatic and Pacific, if
exifting, muft be beyond that high latitude. But fince
the conqueit of Canada, more has been done in” this way
by a few fpirited werchants, than had been effeéted for two
coenturies by the Iludion’s bay company, although their
charter was principally, as it oftentibly ftates, granted for
that important purpofe, The North-weft company of
Montreal, having been informed by one of their remoteft
agents, that the Indians had told him of a river flowing
into a {ea, which was at no great dittance to the northward ;
Mr. Mackenzie, one of the partners, left Montreal in the
beginning of the {fummer of the year 1789, purpolely to
afcertain the veracity of a communieation fo intereiting to
cience and commerce.  Attended by a few Indians, he
traverfed partly in canoes, and partly by walking, the great
extent of wildernefs in which their poits are eftablifhed, and
proceeded beyond them dewn a confiderable river, running
rorth, till he adtually arrived at the Trozen ocean, in which
he faw fome finall whales among fields of ice, and obferved
the rife and full of the tide. On.an ifland, to which he
gave the name of Whale-ifland, at the mouth of the river,
to which alfo he affixed his own, he erected a poft, near a few
old deferted huts, crgraved on it his name, the number of per-
fons with Lim, the tise they remained, and the latitude of
the place, which was found by obfervation, 69° 14/ north.
This voyage, or journey of difcovery, and alfo that of Mr.
Hearne’s previoufly noticed, having developed the unfre-
quented regions 05 Aunerica, muit be fufficient to prove
the utter impoflibility of a navigable communication exiit-
ing in any temperate part of that continent ; and we might
reafonably expe@ to have no more conjeGtures or fpecula-
tions upon that {ubje&, more efpecially fince the voyage of
captain Vancouver in 1792, 3, and 4, who made a furvey of
the whole north-weitern coat of America, from latitude
39 27, north as far as the inlet, called Cook’s river, and
Prince William’s found. Upon a very careful and minute
infpe&tion of every creck and inlet of a coaft, confifting
entirely of creeks and channels, formed by an innumerable
sultitude of iflands, he was enabled pofitively to. afcertain
that there is no navigable palfage between the Pacific and
Atluntic oceans 3 unlefs there may be a poflibility of faiiing
through the generally frozen frait between Afia and Ame-
rica, and navigating the polar ocean, which bounds the un-
known extremity of the latter continent. Mr. Mackenvie,
in 1793, et out on another inland voyage of geographical
and commercial difcovery. In this fecond expedition he
dire&ted his courfe to the weftward, and after pafling the
higheft land, and walking above 100 miles, lie and his part
ro-embarked on a river running weft, and plentifully ftocked
with excellent {almor, which conveyed them to an inlet of
the Pacific occam, where they faw porpufes and fea-otters,
and obferved a confiderable rife and fall of the tide. There,
at a place previoudly denominated Cafcade Canal, by captain
Vancouver, he painted upon a rock the words  Alexander
Mackenzie from Canada by land, 22d July 1793.”” From
thefe difcoveries, and the fa&t having been afcertained, that
there exifts no practicable nerth-weft paffuge by fea between
Afia and America, the pra&icability of a different kind of
communication becomes an ohjet of important confidera-
tion. 'The Ruffians, who firft difcovered, that along the
coafts of Afia no ufeful and regular ravigation exifted,
opencd an interior intercourfe by rivers and lakes, through
that long and ‘widely extended continent to the {trait fepa-
rating Afla from America, over which they paffed to the

territories of the latter. From this Mr. Mackeénzie infers,
that fince the non-exifience of a praétical ie paflage by fea,
and the exifterce of one through the continent Lave been
proved, the fituaticn of cur North American {cttlers Las
beceme nearly fiilar to that ef Ruffia. - o
The trade in fu s and peltry experience has proved, from
its nature, canuot be advantagecully carried on by individuals,
for as a very large capital, credit, or both is neceflery to cen-
duét the concern with any profpe& of fuccefs, it conlequently
follows, as an effential pcint, that an affociation of men fhould
be formed, fome of wealth to dire&, and others of enter-
prize to execute, and fo to a& together in cne common
intereft, and on fuch principles, that the latter might fuc-
cecd the former in continual gradation. The junction of
fuch a commercial aflociation with the Hudfon’s bay com-
paoy, Mr. M. conccives would be a very important meafure,
which, if adopted, the trade might then be purfued with a
very fuperior degree of advantage, both in a private and
public view, under the privilege of their charter, and weuld’
in fact prove the only method of completely fulfilling its
ftipulated conditions.  1le alfo obviates any chic&tions to
{fuch a plan, by confidering it would be equal injuitice to
exclude either “party from the option of fuck an under-
taking ; conceiving, the right the one poffeffes by charter,
as counterbalanced in the other cafe by prior pofieffion.
And fhould the company be adverfe to fuch an union of
interefts, it would be'a fair and reafonable propofal; upon a
proper indemnification being offered, for government to
oblige them to relinquifh a right they refufe to exercie, or
to allow others the navigation of the bay to Nelfon’s river 3
by which means the trade might be extended to the head of
the Safkatchiwine river, to the mutual advantage of Canada,
and of Britain. . ’
He further fuggefts, that by means of Port Nelfon river,
which empties itfelf into Hudfon’s bay, the Peach river,
the Safkatchiwine, that rifes in the rocky mountains, and
the Columbia, which has its fource on the weftern fide of
the fames a communication by water might be {ormed
nearly the whole length between the two great oceans, the
Pacific and the Atlantic. DBy opening this interccurfe the
Cazradian merchants would be enatled to {upply the natives
of the intertor swith a larger quantity of ufeful articles, and at u
reduced price. The enhanced velue of which, and the
difficulty of tranfpurting them, will be eafily comprehended,
when the attendant circumitances are talken. into:confidera-
tion. 'The tra&t of tranfpert occupies an extent of land:
from three to four thoufend miles, through upwards of fixty:
large lakes, and numerous rivers, and the means of convey-
ance are {light bark cances. And thofe waters are inter--
rupted-by more than two hundred rapids,. aleng which the
articles of merchandize are chiefly carricd on men’s backs,-
and over a hundred and thirty carrying plices, from twenty-
five paces to thirteen miles in length, -where the canoes pro-
ced by the fame toilfome and perilous operations. By the
route propofed moft of thefe retarding circumftances would
be obviated, or greatly diminifhed. . ‘ :
Since the difeoveries on the north-weft coaft of America
by captain Cook, one of the numerous advantages refulting
from the labours of that enterprizing circumnavigator was,
the openirg a new and extenfive fource-for procuring furs of
the moft valuable quality, and a new market for European
commodities 3. the nature of which has been further eluci-
dated by the exploratory voyages of captain Vancouver..
By opening, therefore, the intercour{e recommended by
Mr. Mackenzie, forming regular eftablifiments through the -
interior, and at both extremes, as well as along the coait; the
entire command of the fur trade with Nerth America might

be
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be obtained from 48 dégrees of north latitude to the pole,
except that portion of territory occupied by the Ruffians.
Such would be the fpacious field for eaterprizing exertion,
and incalculable would be its advantages, if {upported by
the influence of credit and capital ; means which Great
Britain fo pre-eminently poffefies over other nations. Then
would this country begin to reccive fome remuneration for
the money 1t has expended in difcovering and furveying the
coafts of the Pacific deean, which at prefant are principally
left to American adventurers, who, without regular {yftem,
or adequate means to embark in the concern, and regardlefs
of conciliating future confidence, look only to the itereft
of the prefent moment. Thefe having therefore collected
all the fkins they can cbtain, and in whatever manner belt
fuited to their means, proceed with them acrofs the Pacific
to Canton, exchange them for the produce of China, and
return’ with their wealth to their own country.  Such adven-
turers, and many of ‘them are very fuccefsful - in their con-
cerns, would fpeedily difappear cn the eftablifiment of a
well-regulated trade; and nearly the whole traffic in furs
muft and would circulate through the -channeis of Britith
commerce., :

Some fcheme or other, upcn a grand fcale, it is effential to
adopt, if it be defirable to preferve the fur tradein the hands
of the Hudfor’s Bay and Canadian merchants. - For fince the
fetfing up of the. New York company, the difcoveries on
the north-weft coaflt of America, and the finding what a pro-
fitable concern the {ale of fur was in the Chiefe and other
eaftern markets, the American merchants have made it an
impgrtant {ubject of their {peculations. For the purpofe of
colle¢ting information, and opening an intercourfe with
various Indian tribes, an expedition was undertaken at the
expence of the American government, by ¢ a corps of difco-
very,” as it was termed, under the command of captains
Lecwis and *Clarke, belonging to the army of the United
States. 'The voyagers, for it was performed greater part
of the way in canoes, {pent the years 1804, 1805, and 186,
in obtaining the object of their purfuit, which was, to find
a paffage by the Miffouri and Columbia rivers to the Pacific
ocean. The intention was fully anfwered by their afcer-
taining the exiftence of fuch a praéticable communication.
By this means the people of the United States have obtained
a ine clue to the north-weft Indian tribes, and the river
Columbia, with the adjacent bays and creeks, which abourd
with immenfe numbers of the fea-otter, an animal that pro-
duces the fineft and moft valuable fur. Thus have they be-
come poffeffed of the power of competition with the inhabit-
ants of the northern ftates fubje¢t to Britain ; and are likely,
if the Canadians {till continue to be circumfcribed "by the
tenacity of the Hudfon’s Bay company, to outrival the
Britifh merchants in their own market. :

See ¢ Voyages from Montreal on the River St. Lau-
rence, through the Continent of North America to the
Frozen and Pacific Oceans, in the Years 178¢ and 1793,”
by Alexander Mackenzie, efq.; ¢ Annals of Commerce,
ManufaQures, Fifheries, and Navigation,” by David Mac-
pherfon ¢« An Account of fix Years” Refidence in Hud-
fon’s Bay, from 1733 to 1736, and 1744 to 1747, by
Jofeph Robfon; Vancouver’s % Voyage round the World ;>
Gals’s ¢« Journal of a Voyage up the Miflouri, &e.;”
Umfreville’s ¢ State of Hudfon’s Bay, and the Fur
Trade 3> « Letters from Canada, written during the Years
1806, 1807, and 1808,” by Hugh Gray; Invoices of car-
goes in the fhips belonging to the Hudfon’s Bay company 3

InVoices of cargoes of the fhips employed in the fur trade
from Canada; and reports of the refpeétive fales.
Fur, in Heraldry. See Funrn.



