DAM

DAMASK, Freach Damas, in the MonufaGure of Cioth,
is a twecled fabric, with flowers, or other crnaments, raifed
upon it, genérally of very extenfive patterns.

It has been conjeftured, from the fimilerity of the rame,
that this branch of the art of weaving orizinated at D=maf.
cns. Whether this etymalogy be correét or rvot, damsfk has
been long woven in filk, both in France and Italy. We find
in many of cur own popular ballads and legends, that a da-
malk gown or bed is frequently noticed as an article of mag-
nificence.

The damafk manufa&ure of the continent was chiefly of
filk for garments ard ormamental furniture, fuch as bed-
hangings, table-linen, and the like. The fitk damafk was
frequeztly woven with a great variety of colours, and pro-
duced a very beautiful effe®. It is not exaflly afcertained
2t what period the art.of weaving this {pecies of cloth was
imtroduced into Britain; but it is probable that it was
brought over in queen Elizabeth’s reign, by the Dutch and'
Flemith weavers, who fled from the perfecutiors of the
duke of Alva, and his maiter Philip IT. of Spain. The filk.
damafk, from the high price of the raw mauterial, and the
great labour of mounting aud working the looms, was very
expenfive, and, among the middling ranks of people, articles.
of this kind were ouly worn upon occafions o4 ceremony,
and at all other times carefully preferved, and frequently
tranfmitted for feveral fucceflive generations in the fame
family. The more modern praétice of purchafing articles of:
drefs at moderate rates, and changing them frequently ac-
cording to the variations of tafte or fathion, has almolt en-
tirely exploded the ufe of filk damafk, at leaft in Britain,.
This branch of ornamental marufaéture is now almoit en-
tirely confined to the fabrication nof table-linen, which is
manufadtured to great extent, and in great variety. The
chief feat of this manufa@ture is probably the town and.
neighbourhood of Dunfermline, in Fifefhire, where it is con-
fidered as the ftaple, and has proved a very profitable branch
of traffic to the manufaGurer, and given employment to
many induftrious people.

The material ufed there is chiefly linen ;- but many have
been recently woven of cotton, fince theintrodu&i-n of that
article into the manufalture of cloth has become {o preva-
lent. The cotton damafks are confiderably cheaper than
thofe of linen ; but are not confidered either-fo elegant or
durable. The cotton, alfo, unlefs frequently bleached, does.
not preflerve the purity, of the white colour nearly fo well as-
the linen.

The twecling of the more common kinds of damafk is.
generally performed with five leaves of front mounting, ex-
clufive of the harnefs of the draw loom: The fineft and
moft exteufively ornamented damafks are woven with eight
leaves.. The patterns of the damafk, which are frequently-
very extenfive, are called defigns, and are drawn upon paper
lined into fmall fquares to dire the weaver in mounting
his loom, fo as to produce the defign required. F
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Yar & panderler defedption of the proceld of mannfac.
veritg ek, fee the seticles Desies, and Desw-coax.



