CANVAS, or Caxvass, in Commerce, a coarfe fort of
linen or hempen cloth, ufually woven open, and regularly,
in little fquares ; ferving for divers domeftic purpofes, and
efpecially for the ground of tapeltry work and painting.

We have divers {orts and denominations of canvas, moft
of them imported from abroad; as Dutch, Barras, and
Heflian canvas 3 packing canvas; guttings and {pruce
canvas; poledavics, ¢bbing, or Queenfbrough canvas ;
working canvas, for botts or cufhions, narrow, broad, and
broadett.

. Canvas alfo is the cloth on which painters ufually draw
their pi¢tures; the canvas being {moothed over with a flick-
ftone, then fized, and afterwards whited over, makes what
the painters call their primed cloth, on which they draw their

_firft fketches with a coal or chalk, and afterwards finith with
colours.

Canvas is alfo a name fometimes given to fail cloth.



