ABACA, in Botany, a kind of flax or hemp, gathered
in {fome of the Manillas or Philippine Iflands. This plant
is fown every year; being gathered, it i3 ftecped in water,
and beaten as hemp is. It is of two kinds, the white and
the grey. The white abaca is ufed for making very fine
linen ; but the grey is employed for nothing but cordage.



