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Some Inquivies and Suggeflions concerning Salt for Domeftick
Ulfes ; and concerning Sheep, to preferve them, and to Im-
prove the Race of Sheep for bardinefs, and for the fineft
Drapery. In a Lettcr from Daffor John Beal to the Pub-

lifher.

1. SA LT gives the favour and guft to all our Diet; and

would be the beft and fureft Prevention againft the
Rot of Sheep, if it could be had at Eafie Rates upon the
‘Downs; for which England is generally moft concern’d:
For, Sheep do fupport our great Staple-trade, as is implied
in the Proverb, Tkat London-bridge hath Wool for the Foun-
dation, and that onr Scnators in Pavliament do fit on Wool-facks.
Therefore I here annex and intermingte the Confideration
of Sult and Sbe?), as moft neceflary commodities, and not out
of the Road of your Ufeful Philolophy; nor by you omit-
‘ted in your Ph. %'an[affiom. Againft the Rot in Sheep Spa-
nifh Salt is recommended Numb. 1co: and the means to get
Salt is defcrib’d or fuggefted Numb. 51,53, 54. 66, 102.

2. From the laft of which I will begin to lollicite thefe
further Inquiries: At what places about Lemington in Hamp-
Shire Salt is made ? What Quantity is made there 2 Whether
any Salt is made in the Jfle of Wight, or in the Ifles of Ferfey
or Guernfey, or any lfles or Coafts belonging to England, Scot-
land, or Ireland  And what is the peculiar accommodation in
Lemington, which occurs not on other Coafts? What kind
of Salt, white or bay, ¢&¢? And, if it might be obtain’d from
a trufty friend, to krow, what is the gain by each Copper
at Lemingion ; the Proportion of the Copper; how many
workmen for one or more Coppers; what their Wages, and
what other Charges? To the purpole, that where the Wa-
ges or other Charges are lefs, and the Accommodation not
wanting, tie fupply for the Neighbourhood, or as the Seas
and Rivers may convey the Sale, may be encouraged. Note,,
tust the Brine at Nartwich, contains a Third, or Fourth, or
witen leaft, a Sixth Part of Sslt.

5. Mr.Jiuthorp by Letter told you, that he had the Way of
making good Salt in Newe-England in great abundance and at
eafie rates. They compliin,that great wages are requir’d there;
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which does much retard their Building of Ships and their
Iron-works; which would otherwife do them great Service,
and do a neceflary Kindnefs to this Kingdom at prelent, if
applied to fave our Timber, which begins to be fcarce. Aud
Salt is requifite for their great Advantages by Fifbery, if they
have learnt to cure their Cod and Sturgeon, of which they have
abundance on their Coafts and Hles; and they have the neuwr-
eft approach to fecure the Englifh Intereft on Newfoundland,
and for the Fithery on the Bank. Under one you may in-
quire, what Accommodations they have, or what Helps for
Salt about New-York, or other Places in that Continent, or
in any Ifles of the Englifh Colonies. If a fufficient Sunfhine
and Indufiry be not wanting in Ircland, 1 cannot guefs what
fhould hinder them to have abundance of Salt for them{elves,
and their Fifhery, and for others, fince they cannot want
‘Workmen, and their Wages (asIam inform’d) not great, if
compar’d with the ufual Demands in South-England.

4. InVarro’s Days it was the Reproach of our Tranfalpines
(who dwelt much farther towards the Seath than we do) that
on the khine there were then neither Vines, nor Olives, nor
Apples, nor Sea-Salt, nor Foffil-Salt, but were driven to the
poor Shift of uling Burnt-wood for their Salt : Ubi nec Vitis,
nec Olea, nec Poma nafcerentur 5 ubi Salem nec {offilem nec ma-
vitimum babevent, [ed ex quibufdam lignis combuftis, cavbonsbus
[alfis pro eo uterentur. Varrodeve Kuft. I 1. ¢. 7. The World is,
as to thofe Things, much amended (fince thofe Days) on this
fide the Alpes: And the Englifb may yet be minded to proceed,
as far as they can, to remove the Reproach ; at leaft for Fruity
Wine,and Salt. Cato ¢.88. teaches diligently,how to make vui-
gar Salt (popularem Salem) purely white. Columella L 12. ¢. 53.
thews, How to order our Bacon and our Salt (cofto Sule, .nec
nimin minntoy fed [ufpenfd mold infralto, diligemter [alito))
tor our delicate Gammons, ¢5¢. and there inftruéts, How to
boil Salt, and how to feafon the feveral Parts of Bacon. And
l. 6. ¢. 1. for Application to {ore Eyes (a curious Point) he pre-
fers Salem=Montannm, Hifpanum, vel Ammoniacum, <vel etian
Cappadocun, minaté tritum, ¢& immiftum melli.  All our good
Houlewives do find a great Difference between our common
Bay-Salt,and the feveral other Salts,which are in ordinary Ulfe
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amongft us.  'We find fome white Salt very fuint ; and the
Price unports a Difference between Spanifh, French, and
Portuzal Salt. '

s. The Iluftrious Palladivs,who wrote about the Year 350,
and had his ample Manors or Territories in Italy, Nuples and
Sardinia, and tiiereby had great Experience in Sheep, {eems to
give [re Rules, How to prefevve the Flocks {ound ; Novemb. Tir,
13. Se¢t. 2. Among his Advifo's he faith, Salis tamen crebra
coniberfio, vel pafeurs mifta, vel canalibus frequenter oblata, de-
bes pecoris levare faftidimm. — All thefe Three, Palladius, Var-
vo, and Colwmella, do give infallible Inftrucions for the Prefer~
vation of our Flocks ; but the Rules cannot be obferved by
thofe that have the greateft Flocks: To change Paftures often,
10 be (upplied in vainy Seafons with dry Fodder, to lick (alted
Troughs, to have [ome turns in Salt-Marfbes : The Words of
Palladius 1. cit. are, Pafcua ovillo genevi utilia [unt, que vel in
novalibus, wvel in pratis fucioribus excitantur, paluftria verd noxia
funt.  And Galr. Prat. from his own, and his Anceftors Expe-
rience of 8o Years, bids us take heed of the pregnant Verdure,
when much Rain falls in the vernal Months of April, and May:
And all Sheep-mafters are afraid of rainy Autumns.But whence:
thall the Relief be had? The Charge will be heavy, if the
fame Fodder be provided for every Year, and the deftroying
Years do furprize us. I hear,” that about Salishury fome do
plough up a few Acres, and {fow a Kind of Pulfe, which they
there call Tilth, And now we have in England {0 many Kinds
of French Seeds, and French Grafs, that one Kind or other is
like to profper in moft Places; and Fodder well ordered in

tacks will hold out for many Years, perhaps for Sheep the
older the better. And hereabout they hold fuch friendly Cor-
refpondence, that in Autumn I {ee the Shepherds drive the
Plocks cut of Somerfetfhire into Dorfetfhire, and thofe of Dor-
fetfhave o Somer fet five, for the Benefit on both fides by change
of Soil.  Note, That crude Antimony cures Sheep and other
Cattle, and fattens them alfo. 1omit many Particulars com-
monly known and obferv’d by careful Sheplierds, as in Show-
ers,and {oon after a thower to drive the flocks geatly, that they
may beat off the Dew with their Feet, before they be fuffer’d
to tecd on the wet Grafs, efpecially in cold Mornings, when
dewy
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dewy Cobwebs lie upon the Paftures; and to let the Sheep
blood under the Eye, as foon as they can difcern them Rank ot
Blood. I muft refer to Mr. Solm Smitl’s Englunds Lisprovement,
l.s. p.x70,171. hoping that he will beftow a few Sheets more
to dire¢t punéiually the beft Way of ordering Sheep, and the
motft effectual Remedies againft the feveral Kinds of Rots, and
their other Difeafes, as a Matter of no {mall Concernment
to England, and in which he feems to have much Experience.

6. Toreturn for more Salt, and to know the Shitts that are
made, and lately were made for it in England. At Wirewarer
in Lancafbive Salt is gathered out of Heaps of Sand 2lony the
Sea-fide in many Places: Upon which Sand (faith Speed) the
People pour Water until it gets a faltith Humour, which they
afterwards boil with Turts till it become white Salt. Cambd:n
112 Britain. fol. p.753. deferibes it thus, In cra hac maritiina
pea'tis i Legs (alult comulos videas, quibus aquan: (wiinde infun-
dunt, deace lalfuginem contvaxerity quam poftea (udditis glehis in
candiazm [a'en excoquunt.  And Speed {aith, There are certain
Stones lying in the River Were at Butterbec near Durbam, from
whofe Sides,at the ebb and low Water in Summer,iffues a cer-
tain Salt reddith Water,which with the Sun waxeth white,and
growing into a thick Subftance becomes a neceflary Salt for the
By-dwellers. Cambden p. 744. delcribesit thus, Inde Vedra de-
curvity crebro emincentibus [axis interpolatrs, quibus fi aqua infun-
datur, paviumque mifceatar, [alfam imbuit qualiratéin. — Sir, you
took Notice of two or three faline Springs in this Neighbour-
hood of Somerf2tive : One examin’d by Dr. Highmore, in your
Nium.s6.p. 1130 5 another Num. 57. p. 1162, And doubtlefs
there are many more {uch in England, if well oblerv’d : And
tho’ the Proportion ot Sult be fmall,yet they may ferve for fome
domeftick Ulfes. The Water in Summer-time, when the Brine
is ftrongeft, being caft in any Place where it may be {oon dried
by the Sun, and where we would have Pigecns refort, does
plezfe them well.  So will any refufe Brine being boil’d up to
a Confiftence. But I know not whether {fuch Brine taken from
powder’d Flefh will be kind for Sheep.Poffibly fuch {aline Springs
may indicate {offil Salt for future Induftry.  And N.s6.p. 1135
you recite from worthy Mr. Evelyn a good Hint to encourage
fome Attempts for the Multiplying of Salt,in Sylva fecund. Edit.
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¢.3. p.26.Sect. 17. Sir Hugh Plat hath faid and colle@ed enough
ot the Vertues and Ufes of Salt (and how it may be obtain’d)
for the Fertilizing of Land, in his Fewel-Ionfe, ¢. 104.

7. Now to improve the Kace of our Sheep tor Hardinels, ot
for Largenelsof the Sizejand Abundince of Wool; we hear,that
many wedithy Sheep-mafters on the Downs do offer very high
Rates for tae largelt Sheep, Rams efpecially, that they can pro-
cure;; and {ometimes they buy from foregin Parts very large
and lufty Rams, and find the Benefit by the Largenefs of the
defcending Race. And fince, in feveral Parts of England, they
ferioufly fet on for the fineft Drapery, “tis to be wifh'd that our
Merchants would bring us from thofe Parts of Spain, Italy, and
Greece, (which boaft of the fineft Wool) both Rams and Ewes
that Lear the fineft Wool, that we may try them at Lembfcr-
[eve in Hevefordfbive,where they are skill'd,and generally practi-
ied in ordering fuch delicate and tender Sheep,and to try them
in other Parts, where they pretend to the fineft Wool in Eng-
land.  Our Merchants {ay much, and require good pay for the
Spanifis Wool ; fome for the Wool of Segovia. Of old the Sheep
of Tarentum had in Italy the higheft Efteem. Thefe Tarentin
Sheep were brougt into Jtaly from Greece, and were {o tender,
and did require fuch curious and coftly Attendance in Varro’s
Days, being all cover’d with Leather Pelts (pellibus integuntur)
to guard them fromHeator Cold, and to preferve their Purple
Fleeces from all Pollution; Parro I 2. ¢.2. and after, in Colu-
mella’s Time, required fuch exact Skill to preferve them, Colum.
{.7.¢.2. thatl knownothow to recommend them for our Englifh
Climate,and our ordinary Shepherds. Pallad faith, L. cit. Grecas
oves, fiout Afianas, vel Taventinas, moris eft potists fabulo nutrive
gudm campo. 1 mult refer to better Advice for fuch aRace asis
likely toliveamongftus,and thenif Gentlemen wou'd make the
‘Irialtoamend the Raceof Sheep(asthey have often attempted
toamendour Race of Horfes by the beft of Barbary, and as with
miore Hope the Gentry in lreland may aflay to mend their met-
talfome Hebbies with Spanifb Genets, or Bards from Tangier,)
under one, by the fame or like diligence, and by the fame ad-
venture, toey may chance to oblige their Country both ways,
ootls with Sheep bearing finer Wool, and with better Horfes
then the frgfh Hobbies; 1 dare not {iy, than the right Britifh,
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For 1 was told by a great mafter of horfes, who had many

years experience "of Stallion barbs, the beft he could buy,

that the baftard barbs, defcending from the beft Englifh mares

he could obtain, were conftantly better fhaped, and better for

the {addle and other ftronger fervice, than their Syres. ButI

turn’'d here afide to name freland, becaufe therot of theep is

not fo ordinary in Ireland as in England, and they are nearer

Spain and Tangier than we are: And they are highly to be

commended for their late induftry, both in the linnen and

Woollen manufaétures ; which may nobly provoke our emu- -
lation. And whilt England and Ireland ftrive to excel each

other in good things, we draw clofer to a perfe& union, and

to give ftrength and affiftance to each other mutually. Sir,

you having been long accuftom’d to bear the burthen of
ufeful Inquiries, and to promote the common good, you'l

pardon this freedom in, ¢5c.



