FILLOW-LACE
WOREIRG
IN BEDFORDSHIRE.

Is plensont parts of
Bedfordshire, Hent, and
other ‘a)]nnthe'_rl:e counties,
apreeabls  pictores nre
formed by the lnca-
malers in gardens, ab
cottage doom, and in
neat aportments, where,
olthough the furnibore
i homely, the cleanncea
of ﬁvﬂryt:hlug and tha

tostafal displayof fowera ©

in their eemson give a
bright and eorfal
nepect to tha place,
There are fow hand-
wronght fabrics which
Inok mora beantifnl than
the delieate nnd cum-
mugljum'ught lace,
which was the pride of
onr pocedsors of both
pexes, and which seemed
to  have reached ilg

Fmaheﬁ state of per=
joction in the reignm of
Chnrlea L, when marvel-
Ious prices were paid for
thizs  elsgent  pomonal
decorntion, Portiona of
lnca of this date, of fine
design  pnd  wonderful
exeontion, are etill pre-
gerved in many families,
and handed down asheir-
looms from ome genera-
tion to another. When
loolding at the intricate
potterns of both old nnd
mndempulxnﬁé wa l:mre
oeen to know
by what mpgic it hod
been produced, and were
glad to hove the oppor-
tunity of witnessing the
procies, The pillow-laco
15 g0 enlled consas
guenes of eing made
on o pillow or enshion,

A PILLOW-LACE WOBEER,

in the moneer ghown in
tha Bograving, Thess
gashi Bra ¥
of rich and hormonions
m‘luﬁl.rs, aod form a foil
to the " greenery " which
is generally near, The
nent dresses of the Joce-
makers, old and young,
and the funeifel designs
and ornpmenta on the
bobbing, are also plensnnt
to theeye, On the pillow,
which s pioffed with
airaw nnd roised to s
convenient height on »
wooden frame, the pat-
tern of the lace is
pounced throogh parch-
ment, in the pame way 0y
the card-sheeta former]

6o much meed for sben-
cilling roome, This pot-
tern in y_about
the third of o yurd long,
and gn the qualily of
the design the besaty
of the lasce depends,
The thresd wused is of
remarkable finepess and
strength, This materinl
ia wound in proper goen-
titiea by o pimple mo-

chine on the npper part
of fifty or sixt pgohl?::,
swhich wnre about the
thickness and length’ of
uncat blacklead poncils,
At tho end ite to
that on which the thresd
id wonnd gee rings strimg
with ploss heada of var-
o8 ealons, and in some
instaness old ﬂil‘:'rvrmn'
and other simple -
galies, TI:EIBP mm
ore needed bo giveweight
to the bobbins, and to
conne them fo bemoved
with cass ond precigion.
Grent {aney 8 ghown in
the ftting of thegs Ince-
muling tools, The bob-



bina wsed by one old lady hnd belonged to her grand-
mother, and wete probebly ss old as the reign of Queen
Anne, Solte of these were elaborately earved, turned,
and decorated with silver and pold, SBome were of
ivory : one was the gift of o * dear Eobert” long since
buried. Iach of the numerous bolibing seemed to- have
attached to it pome cherished memory of the past. The
bobbins being properly charged with thread, the ends
are joined and fixed to the top of the cushion in the
centre of the upper port of the parchment pattern.
Here ia also fixed a case thickly stuck with very smell
ping, which, as the work goes on, are placed in the
interatices of the pattern cut in the parchment, Ronnd
the pins, when rightly fixed, the thread is thrown and
woven togother by the bobbing, which are moved by
both hands with remarkable quickness,

Althoneh band-lace weaving daes not, after the
pnttern is prepared, require much artietic or mental
ability, it necds great care, patience, and much prac-
tice to follow up the patiern and leave in the proper

Incea the different degrees of thickness of thread.

'he procesa is very slow ; and, daring upwards of an
hoor that we watched tha progress of a worker, not
more than three quarters of an inch in length and an
inch in breadth was completed, It wonld take about
fonr days' ¢lose work to complete one yard in length.
The sum paid for this is about 1s, 8d, a yard, nnd the
thresd has to be paid for oot of it,

I tho comntry s number of those who practiss
lacemaking do g0 a8 o means of ococupying spare
time, and do not depend on it for a living, the young
girls having in view the purchase of & new frock or
bonnet. In those districls, however, where luce
working is mode n trade of by Jarge numbers, children
ara pub to it at the early ege of five years; and, as is
the cose with most other departments of labour which
can be goon leamt by ryol:ng' persdes, the prices have
declined. Thirky or forly years sgo a young girl
girl eould esarn a ehilling & day by this em ent ; &
gimilar person will now, with difilcalty, earn fourpence
aday. The piilow-lace has a rich and artistic appear-
onca and textore which is not to be egualled by other
means ; bat the imitation is chesp, locks well ot a
distance, and is in progress of improvement, go that, in
oll probability, the operation of lacemaking will, like
theapinning-wheel and other mattersonce so familiny,
heco:ne o Lﬁingof the past,



