A GALLANT SILKEN TRADE.

By Alice Morse Larle.

HEXN  America was
colonized,  England
was in the midst of
many  agricuitural
and commercial ex-
periments.  Among
them one of the most hopeless, and

the most extolled, was an effort to
raise silk, in order that silk weav-
ing (itseli a new industry in

“England) might be supplied with

“home material which had not paid
tribute to Italv or France. The king
became intercsted financially in silk

‘raising. Therefore the culture of silk
was stronglv urged upon the \ir-
ginia colony, where natural condi-

tions seemed so promising. A poet
of the day expressed the universal be-

lief:

“Where wormes and food doe nawrally
abound.

A gallant Silken Trade must there be
found.”

The king wrote earnestly upon the
subject, endeavoring as much to dis-
courage tobacco growing in the col-
ony as to encourage silk, adding to
his “Counterblast” against tobacco
an offer of an equally alluring staple
as a substitute. Thus influenced and
commanded did this settlement, with-
out shelter and on the verge of star-

vation, this community that had to be
clothed and fed from England (so far
away in those days), set serenely to
work on a fascinating but very uncer-
tain experiment for the production,
not ot a neccessitv, but of a luxury.
Before Jamestown was a decade old it
had sent silk to England; and who
can tell what that silk had cost the
colony? In 1620 laws had been
passed to compel the planting of mul-
berry trees, and skilled I'renchmen
were sent over to teach silk raising to
the settlers: but their instruction was
peremptorily ended by a fierce Indian
revolt, and silkworms lived and spun
and dicd, and mulberry trees grew
unheeded for two score years.

There is a tradition, dear to the
heart of Virginians, that Charles I
was crowned in 1625 in a2 robe woven

of Virginia silk. This may not be
true: but his son, Charles TT. cer-
tainlv could have heen thus attired,

for there still exists in the college li-
brary at Williamsburg, Virginia, a
letter signed Charles R., written in
1668 bv his most Gracious Majesty’s
private secretary and sent to Gov-
ernor Berkelev for all loval subjects
in the colony, which reads thus:

“Trusty and Well-Beloved. We Greet
vou Well. Wee have received wth much
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content y¢ dutifuli respects of Our Colony

in ye¢ present lately conveyed us by
you and y¢ Councill there, of ye
first product of ye new Manufacture

of Silke which as a marke of Qur Princely
acceptation of yor duteys and ior yvor par-
ticular encouragement, etc., Wee have
been commanded to be wrought up for ve
use of Our Owue Person.”

By this time it might well be said,
from all that silk experimenting had
cost the colony, that no one but a
king could afford to wear Virginia
silk.  The coronation robe of Charles
I had been followed fourteen years
later by another silken gift: but again
an Indian massacre reduced the en-
thusiasm of the silk growers. In
1655 there came a fresh centhusiasm.
Edward Digges was governor under

the Commonwealth ; and when he an-
nounced that he had produced four
hundred pounds of silk in Virginia
during his first vear of office, a silk
fever broke out that far exceeded in
violence any previous attack. Digges
sent to Turkey for Armenians as in-
structors in the work, and was loudlv
praised for his public spirit.

“But noble Diggs carries the Bell away,

(Alas! want of eggs made so small the
essay),

His two Armenians from Turkey sent

Are now most busy on his brave attempt.

And had he stock sufficient for next year.

~Ten thousand pound of Silk would then

appear, )
And to the skies his worthy deeds up-
rear.”
George, the Armenian, was paid

four thousand pounds of tobacco a
vear to induce him to stay, and was
given a thousand pounds more when
he actually had raised ten pounds of
silk. Sentimentalitv ran rife over silk
culture. No expressions were too
extravagant to apply to it. It was
called “a reall-royall-solid-rich-staple
commodity;” “the rich golden fleece
of Worms:” “the Wondour of the
world, the glory of the Creatour and
the FExaltation of Virginia;” “a
stately pretious treasure;” “a noble
and gainfull trade.” The silkworm
was called “a glorious incomparable
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creature :"
Worm ¢
u‘eature

the wonderfull adm L.\L}“é
d curious stout robus: STVITR
“a noble mystery of Nj.
ture:" “a pmhtable industriou. in
riching untaught artist;” “all the
\olumeb of \dture> mnades in g
little exact epitome.”  Pamphler.
were wrxtten on the noble mystery o
silkworms, “in that Mignon of Prof;
and Glory, the Universally wdvay.
tageous Virginia.”

The sentimentality is shown 1o 4
full extent in that curious tract ep.
titled “The Reformed Virginian Silk
Worm.” This was avowedly the ae-
count of a rarc and new discovery by
a young lady in England of a “speedie
way and easie means’ to raise silk-
worms, also bearing good wishes and
hope< of the encouragement of the
Virginian Indians in silk culture, and
their incidental conversion to Chris-
tianity. This rare discovery was
nothing more extraordinary than to
let the worms loose upon the trees
to feed. There were many wild proj-
ects also for raising silk from native
Virginian caterpillars. It was ordered
by law that landowners plant one
mulbmr\ tree to everv acre of land,
and rewards for silk were offered.
Silkworm eggs were sent free iram
England, along with wild advice. It
was held that a man and a bov, "if
their hands be not sleeping in their
pockets,” could feed the worms irom
six ounces of seed till within fourteen
days of spinning; then three or four
more “helps—women and children
being as proper as men, " to feed,
cleanse, dry, air and perfume them.
It is one of the curious items of all
the instructions for silkworm raisinf
of that dav that their quarters had al-
ways to be perfumed withsome sweet:
scented herbs, such as buncho;lof
rosemary or etalks of lavender, heing
“always mindfull to store their rooms
with herbs and flowers delightiuil 0
the smell.” In cool weather a pan?
hot coals burning benjamin or someé
sweet gum must be in the room; ar
no one smelling of onions, garlic of
strong scent could oo near them °%
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the wormis die; this was proved in
more niodern experiments. Tobacco
smoke was also fatal. It was also as-
; Serted that the worms were very sen-
sitive to rough sounds, were casily
~fr1ghtened that they sickened and
died if handled roughly. "There al-
ways had to be fresh air in their cham-

pers (the Chinese fan them), and
scrupulous cleanliness: and dirt and
would kill them. Even

dampness
"the mulberry leaves, their preferred

food, had to be dried of all dew, nor
could there be dust on the [eaves.
The leaves had to be gathered freshly
twice a day, and on ramy days the
work was great: the air had to be
carefully dried in their apartments,
but there must be no smoke. They
went through four “sicknesses” or
skin-s hcdqu:, in each of which they
were apt to die. for they ate so greed-
ily and grew so rapidly that  their
skins would not stretch fast cnough
for their growth:; when a silkworm
was but four days old he had grown
too big for his skin.

One John Ferrar. moved by the
greatness of the theme, burst forth
in verse of several pages, which forms
part of “The Reformed Virginian
Silk-Worm:”

“In March and
feed.

In Aprill they have done the silken deed.

And ten months’ time they leave you
with great case,

To spend it in what profit you shall pleasc.

Rare worms who feeding five and forty
daies

On leaves of sundry
repaies

Their keepers with fine Silk that wants
no Strength,

And yet extends
Tength.

And for the Labour of a Man and Bov

‘hey gaine vou Sixty pounds which is no

Toy.

they first begin to live

shrubs and plants

itself some miles in

“And for all Tooles that appertain thereto

A Twelve-penny Reel is all it will cost
you;

No w it, no strength, no purse, no stock
will need,

But eyes and hands. the worms to guard
and feed.

SILRNLEN

IR ADL.

FFive hundred pounds’ worth of rich Silk

all know

Vreights less than ten Pounds poor To-
baccou.

Silks are no toy, no trash, no Pedlar’s
ware,

Staple. good, awml ready chink  every-
where.”

It is nearly two centuries and a
half since this “Reformed Virginian
Silk-Worm™ was written, with confi-
dence and enthusiasm and promise;
but sitk culture in America i3 just as
tentative now as then. and specimens
of American raw silk are as much of a
raritv. 1t should be noted, however,
that silk manufacture has been as
marked a success in the United States
in this century as =ilk culture has
been a failure.

In 1679 the king sent a band of
Huguenot refugees to South Carolina
to raise oil, wine and silk. They had
a storc of silkworm eggs on board;
but the worms arrived before the ship
did and, having no mulberry groves
in mid-ocean to gorge upon, promptly
perished.

In 1703, the governor, Sir Nathan-
iel Johnson, again tried to encourage
silk raising, calling his own country
place by the pretty and significant
name of Silk-Hope, while the beauti-
ful home of the Broughtons was
called Mulberry. Oldmixon in his
“History of Carolina” (1708), says:

“Silk is come to a great importance here,
some families making 40 or 30 pound a
year and their plantation work not neg-
lected, their little Negro children being
serviceable in feeding the worns. Sir Na-
thaniel Johnson makes vearly £ 400 in silikc
onlv.”

The Trustees of Georgia started
out with most extravagant hopes for
silk. At the lowest estimate, twenty
thousand persons were to be em-
ploved in that province in the culture,
as many more in Englandinthe manu-
facture; thus at least £ 500.000 would
be saved to England. A Piedmon-
tese named Amatis came before the
Roard with glowing proposals, and
he was at once engaged for the first
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Georgia emigration in 1733, with a
servant named Camuse, the latter’s
wife, and their three sons. Amatis
was to have iree passage to Georgia
for them all, a hundred acres of land,
materials for his work, all the profits
for five vears, provisions for his party
for a vear, a salary of twenty-five
pounds a vear for five vears, and free
return for the party to England or
Ttalv if they so desired at the end of
the term of five years. This was per-
haps the very best contract under
which any emigrant has ever come to
America. It was too good. Dis-
satisfaction at once was the result.
Treacherv was shown by some one,
presumably by Amatis; the eggs were
destroved, the machinery broken, the
trees killed, and Mr. Amatis vanished.
The courageous Trustees turned to
Camuse and his wife, who on salaries
of £60 per annum the first vear,
£100 the next four vears, and the
free use of a house and garden, had a
verv comfortable berth. In 1734
General Oglethorpe carried back to
England eight pounds of Georgia
siltk: and a small trunkful coon fol-
lowed. Some malcontents in a com-
plaining book asserted that all this
silk was made in Carolina. In 1733
the Gentleman's Magazine gives an ac-
count of an interesting interview of
the Trustees with Queen Caroline to
show her. the vaunted Georgia silk.
She chose a pattern for weaving, and
a complete court dress was made of
it, which she wore at the king's birth-
day. Oglethorpe went back to
Georgia with renewed enthusiasm,
and succeeded in awalkening the in-
terest of the Salzburg emigrants.
But when the handv German women
began to be expert at silk weaving,
Mrs. Camuse began to be jealous, and
would not rightlv teach them. They
turned elsewhere for instruction. and
soon the Camuses wandered off to
Carolina.  Thev had to return,
however, to Savannah and go to work
at three shillings a dayv in a filature
which had been erected. “Monstrous
wage,” savs Secretary Habersham;
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small it must have seemed to the
Camuses after their original coddling
and spoiling.

When the Trustees of Georgia gave
up their charter, they had spent fij-
teen hundred pounds on silk raising,
and had not produced a thousand
pounds of raw silk. Thus perished
their silk hopes. DBy the vear 1730
nearly all the Georgia and South Car-
olina settlers had abandoned the ex-
periment of silk raising, except the
industrious Salzburgers. Until just
before the Civil War the descendants
of these Salzburgers continued 1o
raise silk, which they made into fish-

ing-lines for sale in ucighboring
cities.

Mrs. Eliza Lucas Pinckney, that
extraordinarily  intelligent woman,

whose life was a constant benefit to
her family, friends and neighbars,
2nd indeed to the whole countrv, not
onlv introduced the cultivation of in-
digo into South Carolina, but she per-
sisted and succeeded in the raising of
silk. She intended the occupation
chiefly for those in her household who
could do no other work, such as th
very old and very voung negrocs;
thongh she and her maids recled tl}e
cilk. When she went to England, n
1753, she carried with her»onmn;‘h
raw silk for three dresses which were
woven and made of it.  One of these
she presented to the Dowager I'rin-
cess of Wales, mother of George ITL3
one to Lord Chesterfield, who had
hefriended the colonies: the {hir(l.1a
lustrous gold colored brocade. <h€
wore herself, and it is still owned by
her granddaughter in the fourth de-
oree.

The Middle States had a touch of
the silk fever. The Swedes who set-
tled on the Delaware were conﬁdel}tly
instructed to raise silk; and \William
Penn talked a good deal about mul-
berrv trees, and turned to silk culture
as a method pointed out by Provt
dence for “employing the Mean an
Weak as well as others of DOt
sexes.” Benjamin Franklin seemé
to have a finger in every project, a
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a word of inquiry and assistance for
it, whether it were in literature,
science or art, in agriculture, mechan-
ics or domestic economy. Naturally
silk raising interested him, and, en-
couraged by the American Philo-
sophical Society, a hundred ‘silk
throwsters were dispatched from
England, a filature was started up,
public gifts were asked, and prizes of-
fered. From the silk of the prize-
winner, Mrs. Susannali Wright, a
court dress was made for Queen
Charlotte, and she promised to wear
it on the king's birthdav. Franklin
was in England, and presented the
robe to the queen; and he took charge
of cocoons, silk, etc., sent from Amer-
ica to be sold. \We find his wife send-
ing her share of reeled silk to him to
sell. Franklin in turn writes to her:

“The Silk Committee were 30 good as to
make me a present of four pounds of raw
silk. I have had it worked up, with some
addition of the same kind of silk. into a
French gray ducape, which is a fashionable
color, either for old or young woman; I
therefore send it as a present to yvou and
Sally, understanding that there is enough
to make each of vou a negligée. If you
should rather incline to sell it, it is val-
uved here at six shillings sixpence a vard,
but T hope you will wear it.”

Grace Fisher, a Quaker woman
preacher, made a considerable quan-
tity of various silk stuffs of some of
which a gown was presented to the
historian, Mrs. Catherine Macaulay,
by Governor Dickinson, and there
was a silken suit for Washington.
The mother of Francis IHopkinson
and many other Philadelphia dames
had American silk gowns, some of
which are still cherished as heir-
looms. The War of the Revolution
closed the filature, and ended that epi-
sode of silk culture. Trom 1827 till
1840 there was in DPennsylvania a
f6verish revival of interest and sink-
Ing of capital in silk raising.

In 1876, the Centennial vear, the

oman’s Silk Culture Association
was formed in Philadelphia, and for
some vears it prospered. During
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the recent Pan-American Congress a
beautiful set of tlags of American silk
was presented by it to the delegates,
and it had an interesting exhibit
at Chicago. About two vears ago
the soclety became inoperative.

The story of silk culture in Con-
necticut began about 1732; and in
1747 Governor Law had the first coat
and stockings made of New England
silk, and his daughter the first gown.
From about the vear 1760 it con-
tinued steadily in the town of Mans-
field, even through the Revolution,
until the middle of this century; but
until about 1812 this silk was made
wholly into sewing silk, which was
woven into coach lace and tassels.

The most prominent early adher-
ents of silkworm culture in New Eng-
land were Dr. Jared Eliot, who in-
dorsed it in a volume called “Essays
upon Field Hushandry in New Eng-
land.”" Nathan Aspinwall of Mansfield.
and President Stiles of Yale College,
who experimented on it forty vears.
A bulky manuscript journal of his ex-
periments is now in Yale College, and
mav be seen by the curions.  He had
one tangible result of his vears of
trials—a cown of Connecticut silk,
which he wore at the Yale Com-
mencement in 178). Another splen-
did result of the failure of silk culture
in Connecticut, as attempted by the
Cheney Brotliers, has heen the estab-
lishment of their successiul silk man-
ufacture.

There is alwavs a sense of nearness
of real knowiedgze of a process gained
by hearing the words of one who has
actually  done what is heing de-
seribed; so T give an account of silk
raising and making into sewing silk
as written out for me by an old lady,
now eighty wvears old. who made
sewing silk in Mansfield, Connecti-
cut. when she was a girl:

“The worms hatch out of very small eggs
that the millers lay on paper; they are
then put in a very cold place and kept
until spring. When the mulberry trees
commence to leave out. the silkworm eggs
are brought out in the case they have been
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kept in and placed in the Living room.  In
« few days the eggs will begin 1o turn
dark; they are then going to hatch.
Soon the worm is about ene-fourth of an
inch long. They feed upon very tender
leaves, and as soon as they crawl on the
leaves they are moved on to clean paper.
and then moved so every day until theyv
are all hatched out. They shed their skin
four times; after they shed the last time,
they grow very large, very fast. till they
are mnearly four inches long. They are
then put on shelves made for them, and
small bushes put up for them to wind their
cocoons on. After they have done wind-
ing the balls are picked off the bushes:
there is a loose silk on them which is
called tow; that must be all picked off.
They are then put in hot water. Then take
a brush and take up the end of the silk and
reel it off. The reel is two yards around.
When the silk is dry, it is stiff and gummy.
so it lias to be put in hot water and soaked
some time: it is then spun and reeled into
skeins; twenty threads round the reel make
a skein of silk. It is then boiled in soap-
suds, and then dried for market. Girls
picked most of the leaves: it was very hard
work and very small pay; they had ten
cents a bushel for picking. Some could
pick three bushels in a day; the people ex-
changed the silk ifor goods at stores the
same as we do money at the present
time,”

Silk culture in all its steps was es-
s¢ ntlall\ A\Y ()man W OI‘I\"'—“\VaS 111"
tended and introduced as such. In
all the examples of extraordinary suc-
cess and profit alluringly recounted in
the silk manuals, vou will find that
the work was all done by women and
children. Tt was not heavy work nor
hard work, and required much dainti-
ness of touch and delicacy of care.
The worms are repulsive to most
women ; still they crawl but little, so
they would never get on one’s dress
or person, disliking to move as much
as the average woman would dislike
to have them move. It was, too, a
natural work for women, being per-
fectly in line with their domestic
spinning of wool and flax. In the
pamphlet issued in 1609, called “Nova
Dritannia offering most excellent
fruits by planting in Virginia,” the
writer savs:

“There are Silkewormes and plenty of
mulberie  trees  whereby  ladies,  gentle-
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women and little children (‘_bcingi set in
the way 1o do it) may bee all imploied wirh
pleasure

Tts  success was attributed
women’s work, and its failure aisg
The president of the colony wrote to
Secretary Martyn in 1746:

“The fundamental cause of its stagnatiop
is the unaccountable backwardness ¢f
some of our dames and damsels to empioy
themselves in attendmg to the worms dur-
ing the time of feeding, which I have fre-
quently taken notice of and it cannor he
imputed to want of leaves.”

Prizes were offered to allure women
to the work. In 1749 the Trustees
gave £2 to every woman who ac-
quired the art of winding silk. The
next vear a reeling machine was given
to each silk spinner, two teachers
each received £ 5 for instructing four-
teen young girls. who for their atten-
tion and industry were each given a
pound.

In succeeding vears, in many states,
women turned eagerly to silk raising
to help out their scant savings in egg
and knitting money. One neighbor
cgave the other a few silkworm eggs:
a barn loft, an empty L. bedroom. an
old outbuilding, was utilized as 2
cocoonery: a few boards and som-
mosquito netting finished the outfit.
As the worms thrive best when not
crowded. and as it is easy to tend a
few carefully and constantly, thes¢
small essavs were generally success-
ful. The cocoons were usually sold
without any attempt at reeling the
silk.  Tn Connecticut especially, such
ventures were constant and profitable.
—mnot as steadv emplovment but a¢
an industrial amusement.

Thus it may be scen that there have
heen since the earlv ones, many waves
of silk culture. which have swept oVer
this countrv, leaving, alas! (m,\
wasted time, dlsappomted hopes «'ﬂ‘
stranded  fortunes in thieir wuaie¢
There still stands in Narraganset: 2
large cocoonery built over sixty vear
ago. and stocked by the inves stment
of the slow and difficult savings ©
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many years of one of the ill paid
judges of the Supreme Court of
Rhode Island. It was built—as were
many others—for the employvment of
the leisure time of the women of the
household ; and the judge’s daughters
still recall that disheartening summer,
when the silkworms had hatched
with brilliant promise in astonishing
pumbers, had grown and shed their
skins like magic, and were at last
about to spin their cocoons and there-
fore must be constantly fed; and ali
the mulberry leaves of their newly
planted Morus multicaulis and of the
wild mulberry trees for miles around
were exhausted ; and the judge’s sons
drove ten miles in one direction by
night, and the judge’s daughters in
another direction by day, trying to
gather fresh supplies of mulberry, lin-
den or lettuce; while every minute by
night and day the unceasing sound of
the champing of the strong jawsof the
greedy worms could be heard like the
champing of horses; till at last the
tyrants suddenly ceased eating and,
half nourished. spun their cocoons
but half formed, and the whole ven-
ture was a bitter loss.

This was but one overwhelming
failure of many,—the disappointment
and ruin of New England clergymen,
lawyers, doctors and farmers by the
hundreds. A trail of books of that
year’s date has been left by the silk-
worm enthusiasts and speculators,
and pamphlets on mulberry planting.
on silkworm rearing, on cocoon pre-
paring, on silk reeling, on silk weav-
Ing; newspapers also, called The
Stk Worm, The Silk Manual, The Silk
Culturist —all of which by their con-
fident promises and expanded state-
ments of profit recall vividly "The
Reformed  Virginian = Silk-Worm.”
and must at their appearance
have but ill prepared thrifty New
Englanders for their sudden and an-
nihilatine losses. In every town and
village the bright light of speculation
and profit had shone; in every town
was the accompanving and gloomy
-shaden of failure.
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This special silk craze was so disas-
trous that silk culture in this country
has never recovered from the blow.
It was as overwhelming and universal
as the tulip craze in Holland. Peter
Daponciau, who came to this country
with Baron Steuben, introduced the
subject to Congress; it was eagerly
grasped: and state legislatures fol-
lowed offering bounties and ordering
manuals, especially in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and in Con-
necticut.

The speculation was far greater,
however, in mulberry trees than in
silk.  Fancy names were given to the
old varieties, each of which was urged
upon the public as the best and sold
at fancy prices. Morus multicauls,
or Chinese mulberry, took the lead
among the new experiments. Trees
of a year’s growth, that could be
raised for one or two cents, soon sold
for one or two dollars. Cuttings
werce sprouted in cucumber frames
and in hothouses. to supply the as-
tounding demand. Small trees two
feet in length sold for five hundred
dollars a hundred. Thousands were
imported from France and, like the
Holland tulips in the days of that
speculation, were sold to be delivered
in six months or a vear. Confident
estimates of profit were that one thou-
sand dollars invested in trees in the
spring of 1838 would bring fifty thou-
sand dollars in the autumn of 1830.
When the latter date arrived. the
bubble had already burst; and the
trees of the spring “were offered in
vain to farmers for a dollar a hundred
for pea-brush.” The wreck of
nurserv-men throughout the country
was almost universal; and New Eng-
land farmers were only less injured
because their speculation had been
necessarily more limited. An old
farmer said nearly forty years later:
“We don’t know many furrin tongues
here in this town, but there’s one
Latin name we ain’t a-goin’to forget;
vou can't say Morus multicaulis now
in the store or in town meeting ’thout
makin’ everv middle-aged man in the
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room madder’n thunder thinkin’ what
a fool he was.”

It is amusing as well as sad to read
the arguments given in books of the
day for the planting of mulberry trees.
One might almost fancy the states
were treeless. Silkworm feeding is
only one of their many virtues and
uses. Thev make the most dense
shade trees; are the most ornamental
trees in the world; the fruit is good
for man, bird and beast; they provide
the best ship timber; are most desir-
able firewood; and above all the mul-
berry groves offered good opportuni-
ties for retirement, study and medi-
tation.

The mulberry grew rapidly enough
to feed anything but a silkworm, and
was preferably kept low, like a hedge,
so that children could pick the leaves.
Whole acres were planted in upper
Narragansett, twenty thousand trees
by single companies. Stock com-
panies and business firms were
formed often with a hundred thou-
sand dollars capital, some for mul-
berry raising, some for silk culture.
All vanished in a few vears.

The plausible manuals of the times
give much truly useful information,
and some that scems to-day fatuous
to a degree. The oft reiterated asser-
tion that a child ten vears of age could
casily gather seventy-five pounds of
mulberry leaves a day must have read
like keen satire to the distracted Nar-
ragansetters, who could not find a
pound to gather and in despair were
feeding their incubi with elm or oak
or any leaves at hand. An indelible
stamp of the silk craze, too, is left on

A GALLANT SILKEN

TRADE.

the fields and woods of New England
in the occasional growth still seen of
the Morus multicanlis. 1 saw them
growing in Wethersfield, Connect;-
cut, and in DBolton, Massachusetts,
two summers ago. 1 doubt not the
latter were planted bv Solomon
Wilder, the wealthy and enthusiastic
tree lover, patriot and silk experi-
menter, at his home, which is still 45
beautiful as anyv in New England.
One statement of all these manuais
and guides, that of the fitness for silk
culture of our climate and land, is
certainly true. We can raise plenti-
ful silk and good silk. The succes-
sive abandonments of the industry
have come from another cause. Ve
could not and we will not compete
with the ill-paid Chinese and Ttalian
workmen; we will not make silk
as cheaplyv as they do. In colonial
days the silk workers were bolstered
up by constant premiums and prizes
and experimental wages.  When
these prizes were finally given up, and
the wages settled down to a true
basis, earnings of a shilling a day did
not satisfy  American  workmen,
FFather Bolzius of the Salzburgers
early discovered this, and said that
his people were not willing to work
at silk raising for a shilling a day
when thev could earn two shillinzs a
day at other work. Until Americy is
as closely scttled as China, and we
are content and can live with Oriental
wages, silk culture will not be a na-
tional industrv. DBut it is still, o<
was a century ago, a prettv and pro




