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This month I'd like +o offer a- =nsz
to rns Zf the mars: cft? =aked rues
that I encountzr. rnaps it is one
tlat vou have wan dor—~ gbout, al=so.
“uestion: .hat is the hest way to ob-
tzin 3 deen brocwn from welnuts?
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Snswer: Cne of the most common mis-
cocnceptions about dyeing with walnuts
ie that the welnut shell is usec for
dyzing. while tne sh=1ll c=n ;ive tans,
the mpst soucht aft=zr cclor, & Zeep,
rich brzwn, is most gasily obtzined
from the creen hull tnat surrcunds the
shell &8s it grows cn the tree. I have
never had English walnut hulls avail-
able for testing, houwever, most dye
sgurces refer to black welnut as the
species used for dyeing.

I have dyed with walnut hulls in nearly
every pessible conditien: fresh and
green, picked directly from the tree;
brown hulls which have been on #ne
ground through rain and snow; green
hulls which sat in a plestic ban longer
than I intended end thus turned to a
brown, wormy, moldy mush; old, dried
forgotten hulls which had to be pounded
with a hammer into powder before using;
and hulls which I have chopped and
steeped, caovered in water, for as little
gs a few days to as long as seversl
years until they were needed for dyeing.
411 forms yield colors ranging from
light to deep brown, but what do I rec-
cmmend for you to use?

The richest, deepest brown is obteined
fram frash, green hulls picked direct-
ly frem the tree =nd used immediately
for dyeing. VYou will obtain the Zreat-
est amogunt of pigment by cutting the
soft hull off the shell into small
pieces. (At one time a walnut furni-
ture Stain was achieved bv ruhhing the
cut surface cof a green hull directly
cnto the wood. VYou will experience this

st=ining paotential if vou do not pro-oct

yout hands with rubber glaves while
handling the hulls.)

Jimmer the chooped groen hulls along
with your fioer in water until the
desired color is achieved, perhaps
lesving the fiber in the dye over-
night. Nut hulls, along with most
barks, are some of the few dyestuffs
that need to be simmered for loncger
periods of time than the usual hour or
so. If they are being used from a
dried state, the hulls should be soaked
from & minimum of overnight tc as long
as seversl days before being used for
dyeing. It is also praobably best to
simmer them for some time before adding
the fiber. Cne great advant=ge to dye-
ing with walnuts is that no mordent is
necessary to cbtzin a fzst color.

S5light variations of browns c=2n be
achievad, however, with the use of dif-
ferent mordants,

How many hulls should be used? 1 have
used as little as the chopped fresh
green hull from one walnut to obtain

a rich, chocolate brown on one ounce of
fleece. They were simmered together
for two hours and allowed to cool to-
gether gvernight tefare rinsing., If
dried hulls mRre used a much larger quan-
tity will be needed to reach a dark
brown. I've usually found that fresh
hulls give a richer and more vibrant
color and old hulls tend to give a
duller brown.

My experience with hulls that h=ve been
on the ground for any lerngth of time
has been poor. I am assuming that ex-
pasure to rain or snow has caused the
water soluable pigments th=t we are
seeking far dyeing to be leeched out.

In additicn to w2lnut hulls, fresh wal-
nut leaves have often given me as beau-
tiful a brown as the hulls. I've had
no luck trying te dry walnut leaves faor
storage purposes And, y=s, I have
used butternuts with the best browns,
also, coming from the fresh hulls.

jalnuts ars an indispensable snource cf
brown dye for the naturasl dyer. If you
don't have a friend with a walnut tree,
you had better start talking to the
scuirrels!



