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Snowflakes falling gently. Jack Frost at the Window. Pur-
ple Indian corn. Purple Indian corn? Amidst the winter
white it seemed a bit out of context when an envelope
arrived filled with purple Indian corn kernels, a purple
husk and the yarn samples dyed in purples, lavenders,
blues and blue-green. Marge Manthei has, again, shared
some dye experiments with us and they are both exciting
and frustrating. Frustrating because | must wait until this
fall to try dying with purple Indian corn. The colors are
incredible! The experiments that Marge sent included
unmordanted yarns and yarns mordanted with the stan-
dard five. These produced a range of colors: medium
light red-violet (no mordant), medium light blue-violet
(alum), deep blue-green (chrome), black (tin), dull
medium light violet (copper) and navy blue (iron). The
yarns were altered with vinegar and the results were to
redden the unmordanted, alum and copper wools to
make a rather rich range of red-violets. Tin continued to
be black and the iron deepened to a blue-black. In a third
experiment, the yarns were altered with tin. In all cases
“the value was lightened considerably and a variety of
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Cum RYA - 60 discontinued colors - was 3.95 NoWw 3,00
Cum 7/2 - 10 discontinued colors - was 3.95 NOW 3,1))
Schaffhausen SABA - 50 g. ball

mohair blend from Switzerland - was 3.50 NOow ],Q5
Schaffhausen VIKING - 100 g. ball

100% wool from Denmark - was 5.00 Now 72,05

lots of colors of wool mill ends - 3,20/ 1b.
synthetic mill ends - 2
novelties and cottons - 2,80/ 1b.

Just down the block from the Weavers Guild

lavenders resulted; the exception was with tin where the
black lightened to a dark charcoal color.

Although Marge sent samples of the purple corn kernels
and noted that the cobs were also purple, the purple
husks appear to be the part she used for dyeing. Boiling
water was poured over the husks and they were then
steeped to obtain the color. She referred to Ida Grae's
marvelous book, Nature’s Colors (p.177). In the Grae
book the dyestuff used was the shelled corn (1 Ib. or ap-
proximately 3 purple cobs) for 2 oz. of alum-mordanted
wool. The corn and water is brought to a boil and sim-
mered for one hour or until the corn begins to crack. The
kernels are strained out and the dyebath is allowed to
cool. The wool is entered and simmered for 40 minutes,
left in the dyebath overnight to cool, rinsed and dried.
According to Ida Grae a fast color is difficult to achieve
except by the above method. She also comments that to
be used for dyeing both corn and cob must be purple.
This information corresponds with the kind of Indian
corn that Marge also used.

Grae includes some interest ing history about the use of
Indian corn (Zea may) as a dye. It is a member of the
grass family and was not used for food as it stains the
mouth. The Hopi name is koko’ma and the Hopi Indians
dyed their basketry materials, wool and cotton with pur-
ple Indian corn. A body paint was made for Kachina dan-
ces from a mixture of white clay and the liquor from a
combination of boiled purple corn and sumac berries.
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| found only two other references to the use of purple In-
dian corn as a dyestuff. Krochmal (The Complete
Hustrated Book of Dyes from Natural Sources, p. 27)
states that sunflower seeds and purple indian corn seed
were used by the Indians to obtain purple on baskets
and, less often, on clothing. In the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den Handbook #46 (p. 81) | found a reference to the use
of ‘blood red’ corn as a dyestuff. In Elwin L. Page’s book,
GEORGE Washington in New Hampshire (Houghton Mif-
flin, 1932), according to Washington’s diary, in Novem-
ber, 1789 in Portsmouth, he was visited by a clergyman
who showed him an ear of corn, part of the red corn stalk
and the cloth which had been dyed with the corn. The
Brooklyn Botanic Garden tests with red corn husks on
wool resulted only in a dark gray.

| have heard for several years about blues and purples
obtained from purple Indian corn; | had never tried it,
however, partially due to the necessity of purchasing it
and, more importantly, because | had read no convincing
evidence of the proposed results. Marge's samples cer-
tainly changed all that and you can be sure that we will
have a row of purple Indian corn in this year’s dye garden
nursery area. | wanted to pass on this information to you
now as seed ordering time is upon us. My light tests will
be done by next month and there will also be more ex-
periments shared by fellow dyers in my next column.
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RAG RUGS

Each week the Guild office receives phone calls inquiring
about rag rugs and re-weaving. | have no information about
any of our Guild members who do either of these. Please
...Please...let me know if you are interested in having
your name listed in our files and how much you would
charge for these services. You would definitely be busy!
Contact Susan at the Guild office, 644-3594.

FOR SALE

Four Harness Counterbalance floor loom, 53" wide, $300.
Call (218) 828-1564, Vicki Fodness

STUDY GROUP?

Any members interested in a floor loom study group in
South Minneapolis, please contact Carolyn Golberg at
374-5225.

TOENTER:

The Edina Art Fair will take place June 6-8, 1980.
Deadline for entrants is April 15, 1980. Application forms
may be obtained by writing to Edina Art Fair, P.0.Box
24122, Edina Station, MN 55424,

FROM THE WEAVER‘S JOURNAL

A recent survey by The Weaver’s Journal indicated that
many of their readers weave interesting projects which
they are willing to share.

If you have such a project, take pictures of it (preferably
in black and white). Send the photos with the draft, type
of yarn used, the source of your design (original or where
you got the idea), any weaving instructions you may have
and your permission for them to publish the project.

They will send $5.00 to each weaver whose project is
published in The Weaver’s Journal and the project will
be identified in the magazine with the weaver's name and
grl:ildk Projects they cannot use will be returned with their
thanks.
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