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Felt.

TaR art of felting was discovered by St. Clement,
the fourth bishop of Rome, and St. Clement is now re-
cognized as the patron saint of hatters, and in Catholie
countries an annual festival is held in his honor. When
St. Clement was fleeing' from his persecutors, his feet
becoming blistered, he placed wool between them and
hissandals, in order to obtain relief. Thewool, by per-
spiration, motion, and pressure, assumed a solid form,
and lence the invention. Felt hats were invented
about the commencement of the fifteen century, in
Parig, by a Swiss, but they did not become fashionable
until Charles the Seventh wore one on the occasion of
his triumphant entry into Rouen, in 1492, Their manu-
facture was commenced in England during the reign
of Henry the Eighth, by Dutchmen and Spaniards.




