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WA Chlldren in Textile’ lmitrstnts

BY JOHN SPARGO .

5? The textile indostries rank first in the emlivement of children. In the
cotton trade. for example, 110 per cent of all persom emg throaghout
the United States are under sixteea years of sge. In the thern States
"lrblﬂ: the evid a ars at its worst, o0 far 3 Lo teatile trades arr conderned

e=ployts under sixteen yram of age in 1900 was 251 per
r.tm: MMH.:IJIH -n-p-aﬂim'-'nuulr}:lm cest. A carefal estismate
l.-..ld-t in 1902 placed the mumber of cotton muill operatives under sinteen
yrars of age in the Southern States at 50000 At the bepisai=g of 1903 a
VEry consrvative eatimate praced the nomler of (hiliren cader fourtem
i= the cotton mills of the Socth st 32,000, a0 less thaa 20,000 of
them being comder twelve yedrnof ape I thin Latter entomate of 20000 ¢hkal-
drea unger twelve is to be relied vpon, 1 is evident that the total] mumber
ender fourteen moat kave been . larger than 30000, According to Mr.
MeEelway, oo of the B0t commpeteat asthanites ia the Rantry, there ire
at the present time not Jess thua 60000 children under fourteen years of
afe ed in the cotton mills of the Southern Statesn. MiseTase Addams
tells of Ending a child ol five years working at night in4 Sooth Carcling
il Mr. Efwsrd Gardeoer Morpdy has photoprapbed Tittle ¢hilfren of six
and seven years who were at work for twelve and thirteen hours a day ia
Abbemy mille Is Colusha, 5 C, and Mostpormery, Ala, | have seen
bondreds of chila-ea, who &id ot apogar 10 be maee thin akse of tea years
ef age »t work ia the mills by night o well as by day.

» T hery Brt Imore than BLOCO chaldren ermployed I the teatile indosirs
of the Ursted Staten, acoording 12 the very sdomplete conms return, mont
of them being Letle gide. . . ..

One evemizg | otood eotade of 8 lirge fax =llia Patenson, K. ] while

it diagorped its crowd of ren, wooea and chiklren employen . . 0 O
;Ilthtu'wddm:-.t_ru.rd:uh!ha;md loching chldren 1 could enly pet
iprech with ooe, 8 Dbrile pil who clai=ed thirtees years, thoorh e was
emaler than rmany & okl of ten.  Indeod, a3 T think of ber now, [ douka
whether she would have come op 1o the standard of normal physical devel-
epereat cithef in wright of stitore for 8 ¢hild of ten  Ose learza, howerver,
neot 1o judge the apes of working cXldres by thelr phoynical appearance. for
they arv cagally behind other ¢=ldsen in bopht, wroight aad pirth of chent
—often a3 mokd a3 two of three vearn I ey Lnle Paterson [riend wan
thirteen yrasy of age. perbaps the zatore of her employment will explala
ber pomy, Runted body.,  She works in the “wtearming room”™ of the fax =il
All day le=r. in 2 roos ﬁﬂrdmthtbhhﬂﬂ:mm has to stasd
fagted in pools of water, twisting coils of wet bemp. Whea 1 saw ber
wis dripgdag wet, thoogh abe aadd abe had worn a roller aproa all
Iq e coddevt evenings of winter Little Marie, end hondreds of otber I
5. must o from the superbeated steaming rooms into the bxtter
that conditiea. No wondor mxh d:ﬂdﬂ::. e stusted and

L

Ia textle =Tl towms Dee Bidfeford, Me; Mamcherter, N, Ho:
River and Lawrence, Mana, I bave seen many soch chilldren, wha, if
ware twelve o [ocricen yoars of ape, scconding to their certifcates and
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companies’ registers, were pot more tham tea o twelve in reality” [ kawe
nﬂdmmmm"rrhmmmmmg
tascea, for viag bo—man skeleioos, al=ont daarchaed of is-
mhlh’#{#mﬁmﬂ-ﬂm I do pot dockt
thet, cpon the whole, conditions 13 the textile indortrics srg betipr ia the
North thas ia the Somth but they are, peverthelesa, too bad to permit of
selfrighteoganeds, bonjting and complacency, And i wevera] other depart.
eenta of [ndoatry ¢ are Bo whit better in the North thas in the
South The child-libor problem e not sectional, but catocal —From the
“Bitter Cry of the Chdiren ™

THE CHILD

rih:utuihtﬂl.ththputhhuﬁm A year or two ago
Mr. Frascia H. Nichols sadd regarding these working childeea: =1 mw Jocr
koodired Lleds working ia the breakern. Ooe of e cildren told o, "We
the marning gad stay eutdl aix in the T A
uthhrnhnirﬁr:;rrthurmr'hrliildﬂdﬂl
childrea, "Why, sare, I'm ooe of the cldest; I'm malong siaty ceata. Most
of them in sight and pine yearn old™ Hr.HkHlthﬂlM‘ﬂHrﬂ
ever go o whoal™ “To schooll™ the child echowd “3Say, mister, you
E=uvt br & preen hand + lads i the amtbracite dooaa™t 0o o shool;
they works in the breakers
For tea or twelve bours a day these children of ten and cleven yran
Stoop ever the chote and pick out the slate and other impunties from the
Teoal ma it mowes past them  The air is Black with the coal dmt and the
roar of the cruaberi, screens and roadeng mll-re of m-Tudan.h;
Bormwtizes oo of the chllderen (3D ints the machisery and s terribly can-
el or alips knto the chote and i wmothered to desth Mamy children are
killed ia this way., Masy others alver & vime, contract coal-mmmers asthers
and consumption, which pradually uadermine their bealth,  Breathing con-
.hjdtﬂbf*lhlhﬂtdrndimlh:ﬂlmphmhhtl
end choloed with semall particles of anthracre There are in the Usited
States aboct twenty-four thomsand children empleyed in and about the
mines and guarraes
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mﬂr:hﬂ-ﬁ-mlﬂ'ﬂulmuﬂimtmmim Orrer Eve thoasand

chilliren are now whﬂhﬁtunihﬂsuﬂtlﬂ“
of these pre 2t work in esd New Jersey. Iz the texiSe =illa
and in the tobecco and faciories of the state any thouand
hldren ary e=ployed orkisg Ia tobacco i con of the

mﬂhhh:-hhﬂd:.. Eﬂ:ﬁmm-‘ﬁnmlﬂﬂ
ia New Jervey, it was reported that many children working for the Ameri-
can Cigar Trust fell down with weakness after their day’s labor.

Tha ceznsos [or 1900 pives the pomber of children oder Eheen yoan

of age st work in New York State as nearly ninety-two thoomand, bet the
of ocr three yearn Liter shownd that these Egures ger-
&d mot all of the workiag 2ldren

messenger and delivery boys were, previcos to 1503, wmprotected



by azy law. :hﬂamdﬂq-{rmd;hufuuumumhdd
worlsng slmost enlemited hoofs at such scopatons Several boyw, stnliag
for a sborter “day,” kad beea working from aigbty to nincty boors & weok
Al stancm thewr bours were loaget Al ithe tize of ooy
a child wias [aend froces ta desth ia 3 delivery wagon He bhad
far imto the might and being too vred 1g oo bome. lakd down ia his
tu-l.htpt:n:.n.l::.-nm.n_; Trrt-rftrun-*rd;:lhu;n.mdrrlma
age, FEd B DERMnierk
mll'.hru cpward of seven thouassd boys asd parls, e
ployed ia street-traling, boot-blackisng, Brwpapery, €L, were-
working uader cundions which made it often Erpossidbie for them
resiat temptations of vie and (fime
Thoer indmtnes which ¢oin into profits the vitalty of childres—and
leawe 15 the world for ity mercy 16 mpport, wrechs of mashosd—rob 1he
coumtry of something which they can pever retum They have contracied
# debe 1o the o axd to socirty whach they can aover fepar.
The school mot take vpon itsell these pew, responeibilitien, both of
ﬂulhua!pnur:nudm#-b:hlhuhd.mm
a=y other poblic agency. i Etted to manter. An awakening to the pecoeily
of msicming the pew dotirs ahoold not be delayed, for the yardeown tene-
et s muhiplying, the chvlliren munt be hept from theefactery, and the
lirtle omes of the asreet may evem row be coomted by the millen
Theose of 15 pew social [zith are prowing in o= To thes the
child in the workds sepreme treinmre,.  For it the il moves and has i
Wit phe gLl the world mrhhn._ﬁ:hnh‘tdm‘l.lﬂl'ﬂ
joyless. With the ¢hild (mot mise only, nor Yours Bt rvery child bor 19
man) the world is forrver pew, forvver bopeful, and forever blensed
(From “Poverty.” by Ralert Honter )

THE CRY OF THE CHILDREN
BY MRS BROWNING
Dnrnhﬂ::h:hﬂ-#ﬂwirﬁu.ﬂ::rhmhi.
Ere tha willy '
are leaning ther yoong besds agamat their motherw
mAﬂTHATﬂmﬂ:qpthi;u‘;m
Ya—tba are meadows ;
Foe yousg Vinks soe thiy -
Tha

E

Bt the young. young children, O =y
T'hrrur-lrp:: bitterly

They are weeping fh-phnmrﬂth-m
ht.h:muyd!hﬁu

Fer, "O& ™ sy the children, “we are weary,
Aadnl:.mnnlmu-lur‘

Il we cared for amy meadows, it were marly
To drop down in them asd slecp
ﬂu“ﬁuﬂmﬂlmirhm X

€ e Asces UTiEL 5 [0
Asd undermeath ocr b eyelids drocping,

The reddest Power wocld ook s palr aa mow.
gt s m-‘f&.urhuﬁrr:rmd

e :

wy drive the wheels of ron
thedsctories ronad and round
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3.000 of ever, freight 10 be pal haser. Send a2

SOCIALIST PARTY, 111 Nors Maiver St Chicaga, 12
I thiy beaflet has i=tereated you la .

e abat Lha sTipedt .

We recommend that you read firvt of all, Allan M. Bessca's book,
“The Truth About Socialam™ Frice I3 cents per copy: special prices
Eade b8 Guaslieh ~
. When order the book, sak for oar 3page caaleg. which containe
-mpnfwunmam:mﬁn‘ﬂ-hm-m‘

Address Socialint Party, Madisen and Halsted Serertn Chicaga,
WHERE T0 GET Iﬂmﬂlﬂﬂ‘:‘l

The Socialist Panty i bet oo pericdaal—The P BEller—
wiieh s s -uﬁrﬁrzddhhmmhl .

You will find ia its colemns the things that you want 19 kaow aboot
the Socialist mevemeat

The scbacription price la 33 coents per year; I3 centa for 40 weakn
/I The addrens in
THE PAETY BUILDER,
Madiscn and Halsted Streets, Chicage, Il
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