(1.) * TAPESTRY. n. /. irapeflerie, tapifferie,
tapis, Fr. rapetum, Lat.] Cloth woven in reguld
figures.—

In the de{k
That’s covered o’er with Turkith zaped. s,
There 15 2 purfe of dusats. Shak.
Horfes hocts, for € xrth on filken iumﬁrvm ad.
Dryden.
--One room is hung with rapefiry. dddifon.

(2.) T&PesTRY is akind of cloth made of wool
and b1k, adorned with figures of different animals,
&e. and formerly ufed for iining the walls of
room«, churches, &c.

(3.) TAPEzTRY, HISTORY G¥F THE ART OF
WEAVING. ‘The ait of weaving tapefiry s born
rowed from the Saracens; accordingy the work.
men employed in this mannfacture in France we
formerly cafled Suramine or Serazmois.  Guic
ciardini aferibes the mvention of tapettry hang,
ings to the mhabitauts of the Nctherlands; but
hs has not menticned at what time the difcovay
wasmade. This art was blought into Enpland
by William Sheldon, tear the end of Henry VI
reign. In 1619 a manufaciure was eftabithd
at Mortlake, in Surry, by Sir Francis Craune, wha
received L. 2¢00 from Kmg James to encourage
it The firit manufa@ure of tapefiry at Paris was
fet up under Wenry 1V, in 1606 or 1607, by feve.
rai artifis whom that monarch inyited trem Flane
derg. Under Lewis X1V, the manufaéture of the
Gobelms was inflituted, which introduccd very
beautifnl cloths, remarkable for firength, for ¢
gance of defign; and a happy cheice of colouss,
The fineft paintings are copied, and eminent pat.
érs have been employed m making defigns for the
weork.

(4.) TarEsTRY, KINDS oF. Tapchry is diftin.
guthed by the workwen into two kinds, viz,
bigh and loav avarp 5 though the difference is v
ther in the manner of working than in the work it-
felf 5 which is in effcét the {fame in both : only the
looms, and confequently the warps are differently
fituated ; thofe of the Jow warp being placed Hatand
parailel to the horizon, and thofe of the bigh warp
ereéted perpendicularly,  The Englifh anciently
excelled all the worid in the tapefiry of the high
warp; atd they (il retain their tormer reputa
tion, tho? with fome iittle charge: their low
warps are ftill admired; but the high ones are
quite laid afide by the French.,  'The french, be
fore the Revolution, had threg confiderabie tape
try manufadtures befides that of the Gebelingg
the firft at Abuflun in Ouvergue, the 4d at Fellcts
tin in the Upper Marche, and the 3d at Beauvais,
They were ou equiity eftabiithed tor the hgh
and the ivw warp; but they had all laid afide toe
high warp escepting the Giobelins.  ‘I'here wee
adinirable low warps li-wife in Flarders, gene
rzlly exceeding thote of France 5 the chicf and ak
mefl culy Flemith manufactores were at Bruffels,
Antwerp, Ouadenard, Lifle, Tournay, Bruyes, and
Vaencicnries,  The uiu.«] widtlis of tapcﬂ:y are
from 2 to 3 ells Daris meafure,

(5.) TaresTRY OF THE HIGH WARP, MAN(;
FACTURE 0F, Tl lootn on JVthh itis wrou;ht
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is placed perpendicularly @ it confifts of 4 princi-
pal picces 3 2 long piaunks or cheeks of wood, and
two thick rollers or beams. The planks are fct
wpright, and the beams acrofs them, one at the
top and the other at the bottom, or about a foot
rom the ground.  They have cach their trunni-
ons, by which they are {ufpended on the planks,
and are turned with bars. Yo each roller is a
groove, from one end to the other, capabie of con-
taining a long round piece of wood, faftened with
hooks, Lo tie the ends of the warp to.  The warp,
which is a kind of worfted, or twifted woollen
thread, 1s wound on the upper roilery and the
work, as faft as wove, is wound on the lower,
Withinide the planks, which aie 7 or 8 feet high,
14 or 15 inches broad, a3 or 4 thick, are holes
pierced from top to bottow, in which are put
thick picces of iron, with hooks at one end ferv-
ing to fuftzin the coat ftave s thefe pieces of iron
have alfo holes pierced, by putting a pin in which
the ttave 1s drawa nearer or fet faither off'y and
thus the coats or thicads ave ftretched or loofened
at plealure. The coatave is about 3 inches dia-
meter, and runs ail the lengih of the loom; on
this are fixed the coats or threads, which make
the threads of the warp crofs each other. It has
much the fame effect as the {pring-ftave and tred-
dles have in the common looms. The coats are
little thieads faftened to each thrcad of the warp
with a kind of {liding knot, which forms a fort of
math crving,  They {ferve to keep the warp open
for the pafiage of broaches wound with fitks,
woollene, or other matters ufed in the plece
of tapetivy. I the laft place, there are a number
of little fticks of difierent lengths, bur ail about
an inch in diameter, which the workman keeps
by him in batkets, to make the threads of the
warp crofs each other, hy pailing them acrofs;
aud, that the threads thuscretied may retain their
preper fituation, a packihread i- run among them
above the fick. The loom being thus formed,
and mounted wich its warp, the tirft thing the
workiman does is to draw on the threads of this
warp the principal lines and firokes of the defign
to be reprefented on the piece of tapeftry ; by ap-
plying cartoons made from the painting he in-
taids to copy to the fide that is to be the wrong
fide of the piece, aud then, with a black iead pen-
al, following and tracing out the contours there-
of on the thread of the nght iide; fo that the
ftirokes appear equally both before and behind,
The origmal defign of the work is hung up behind
the workmen, and wound on a long flaff, from
which a piece 15 unrolled from time to time asthe
work proczeds.  Belides the loom, &c. here det-
cribed, there are three other principal initruments
required for working the {ilk or the wool of the
woof within the threads of the warp; thefe are
¢ broach, a reed, and an iron needle. ‘The broach
is made of hard wood, 7 or § inches loog, and
two zds of an inch thick, ending in a point with
a little handle.  This ferves as a fhuttie; the
filks, woollens, gold, or filver,.to be ufed in the
work being wound on it, The reed or comb is
allo of woed, 8 or g incheslong, and anisch thick
on the back, whence it grows lefs aud lefs to the
extremity of the tecth, which are more or lefs
apart, according to the greater or lefs degree
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of firenelz of the intended work. Taftly, the
necdle, 18 made in form of the common necdle,
only bigger and longer.  Its ufe is to prefs
ciofe the wool and filks when there is any
iine or colour that does not fit well. Al things
being prepared for the work and the workman
ready to begin, he places himfeif on the wrong
fide of the piece, with his back towards the de-
ign : fo that he works as it were dlindfoid, {ceing
nothing of what he dees, and beang obliged to
quit his poft. and po to the orher fide of the joom
whenever he would view and «xamine the pi-ce,
to correét it with hig prefiing-needic. 1'v put filk,
&ec. in the warp, he hrir tures and locks ar the de-
fignj then, taking abroa~h full ef the propercoleur,
he pisces it among the threade of the warp, which
be bringscrdfs cach other with hisfingers, by means
of the coats or threads fafternd to the ftatfly this
he repeats every tiine he bas to change his colour.
Having placed the iilk or weol, he beats it with
his yeed or comb; and when he has thus wrought
in feveral rows over cach other, he gots to fee the
effecis they have, in order to reform the contours
with his needie, if there te occafion.  As the
work advauces, it is rolied upon the lower beam,
and they unrol as much warp from the upper
beam as {uffices them to continue the piece: the
like they do of the defign behind them. When
the picces are wide, feveral workmen may be em-
ploved at once.  The high warp tapefiry goes on
much more flowly than the low warp, and takes
up almeft twice the time and troubie. Al the
differcnce that the eye can perceive between the
two kinds, confilts in this, that in the low warp
there is a red fiiiet, about one 12th of an n_y;
broad, running cn each fide from top to tottom,
which is wanting in the high warp.

(6.) TaresTRY OF THE Low Warr, Manu-
FACTURE 0¥%. The loom or frame, whereon the
jow warp is wrouglit, is much like that of the wea-
vers ; the principal parts are two ftriorg picces of
wood forming the fides of the lnom, and bearing a
beam orroller at each end: theyare fuftamed atbot-
tom with cther ftrong piecer of wood in manper of
treftes 3 and, to keep them firm they are faftened
to the floor with a kind cf buttreiles, which pie-
vent any fhaking, though there are fomctimes 4
or 5 workmen leaning on the forc-hean: st once.
The rollers have each their truonions, by which
they are fuftained : they are turned by Iarge ivon
ping, 3 feetlong. Alongeach beam rune a groove,
wherein 1s placed the wich, a picce ot wood abont,
two inches diamecter, and amctt the length of
the rolter: this piece fills the groove entirely, and
is faltened thercin, from fpace to {pace, by wocd-
en pins. To the two wiches are faftencd thetwo
extremities of the warp, which is wound on the
fartber roiler, and the work, as it advances, on
the nearer.  Acrofs the two fides, aimoft in the
middle of the Joom, paffes a wooden bar, which
futtains little preces of weod, not unlike the bear:
of a balance: to thefe pieces are tatened firings,
which bear certain fpring-flaves, wherewiffi™ the
workman, by two treddies under the loom wherc-
on he fets his feet, gives a motion to the coats.
and makes the threads of the warp rife and fall ai-
ternately. Each loom has more or fewer of thefe
fpring-ftaves, and cach [taff more or fewer coats,
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as the tapeftry conlilts of more or f~wer threads.
The defign or pamting the tapefiry worker is to
toilow is placed under the warp ; where it is fuf~
tained from fpace to {pace with firings, by which
the defign is broaght nearer the warp. Theloom
Dbeing mounted, two infiruments are uled in work-
g it, viz. the reed and the fute.  The flute does
the office of the weaver’s thuttle; it 12 made of
hard polithed wood, 3 or 4 tines thick at the ends,
aud tom=what more in the muddie, and 3 or 4
snches jong. G it are wound the h}m or other
ters to be uled as the wool of the tapefiry,
1t .c comb or reed is of wood or ivory 5 it has u-
iually tecth on both fides; 1t is about an inch
thick in the middle, but dimim’shes cach way to
the extremity of the teeth: it ferves to beat the
tareads of the woof clife to each other, as fall as
the workman has pafied and placed them with
his Rote among the threads of the warp, The
waorkiuan iy Zeated ou a bench before: the joem,
with his breaft again®t the besm, only a cufhion
or pi.low between them; and, in this poflare, fe-
parating, with hus fingers, thethreads of the warp,
that he may fee the defign underneath, and taking
a flute, mounted with a proper colour, be paf-
fes it among the threads, after having raifed or
towcered them, by the treddles m(wmg the {pring-
ftaves and coate. Laftiy, To prefs and clofe the
threads of the 9k o wr’l, &c. thus placed, he
Emkw each courfe (i e. what the finte leaves in
its pafling and coming back agaia) with the reed.




