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(L. t.) * FLAX, /. [ fleax, flex, Saxon; olas,
Dutch. 1. The fibrogs plint of which the fineft
thread ‘is made. 2. The fibres of flag ¢leanfed
and combed for the fpinner.—

577

F L A
"ll feteh fome flax, and=whites of eggdy
T? apply to’s bléeding face. Shakefp. K.
‘Then on the reck a feanty mealure place
Of vital flax, and turn’d the wheel apdce; .
And turning fung.® Dryden’s Cwida
(2.) Frax, in botany. See Ltausm.
(3.) FLaX, CHOICE OF SEED ARD $O1i To
RarsiNGg., On thefe fubje@s; the truftées for fifh-
eries, manufa&tufes, dnd impravetments in Scot-
Yand, have given parficulaf dire&ions, %hich will
ke found noticed under the articles Huseanbryy
and Linrtésep. Their dire&ions for pullingg -
rippling, ftackingy &c. are here inferted § See § &
—i2s

eafs

'{4.) FLAX, EXPENCE, PRODUCE, AND FROTIT OF 4 SCOTS ACRE OF 3 Suppofing the feafori farlsiifabley
that no decldental loffes bapperss and that the farmer is neitber unflilful nor negligents

Ground-reat, labouring the grotind, and iea‘tﬁﬂé the

A medium crop| 4 great trop. |An estid. irops

flax — — — — | Lez 16 0| Lizg to o['Ly & d
Lintfeed from L.2.to L.4. per hogfhedd, the riediom : o .
36. 4d. per peck. am - i 15 8 i io of £ 6 8
, for 1 pecks. | for g pecks. | for § pecks.
. Clodding and fowing — < i o 3 0 o 3 © o 9

Weeding —_— - == —— . o Xz o o 8 o hothing.

Pulling, rippling, putting in, and covering in tie o o
water —_ ~— — 6 14 o -4 1§ © i 64
Taking out of the water, graffing, and #acking b 8 o o I2 O & 18 o
Breaking and fcutching, at as. per ftone e 3 & o 4. 6 o 6§ o o
for 30 fones. | for 40 ftories. | for o fones.
Total expence L9 2 ofLito 12 o|Li1y 6 8
FProduce at 183, per foe - — L.1s o o|leao o o|k3s "o o
. . for 30 ftones. | for4o fones. | for 65 ftones:
Lintfeed fold for oil at 18. frer Pk &m  —= c 16 o e 18 o I o &
‘The chaffof the bolls is well worth the expence of
drying the feed ; 2s it is good food; when boiled
and mixed with beer, for horfes.

Total produce |[L.15 16 ofL.20 18 ofL.31 o o
Balante for profit i ot e o L.6 14 4tL.tc 1 ol|L.16 13 4

There is nothing ftated here as expence of the ¢4nal in which the flax is watered § Gecattfe that varied
tnuch according to the conveniences people have for making it ; and a ¢anal once made réquires for

vears after only to be repzired and cleanfed.
ter is the quality of the fame kind of flax.

It is a certaih fadl, that the greater the crop i3, the bet-
The advantage of having both a crop of fiax and a crop

‘of turnips the fame year——or of fowing grafs feeds along with the lintfeed—~and of reducing the ground
to a fine garden mould, free of weeds, ought to be attended to:

(5. FLAX FOR FINE LAWN AND CAMBRIC. Se#
‘HusBaNDRY.

(6.) FLax, cras§ing, or. See § 14, X

(7.) FLAX MADE TO RESEMELE COTTON. If
the Savedift Tranfadions for the year 1747, a me-
thod i3 given of preparing flaX in fuch 2 manner
as to refemble cofton2 1o whitenefs and foftrefs, s
-well as in coberence. For this purpofe, a liftle
fea water is put into an iron pot, or an untinnéd
copper kettle, and a mixture of equal parts of
birch-afhes and quick lime firued upon it afmall
bundle of flax is opened and fpread upon the fue-
face, and covered with more of the mixture, and
. the Rratification continued till the veffel is fuffi-
ciently filled. ‘The whole is then boiled with fea
water for ten hoursy frefh quantities of water be-

Voi. IX, Part IL

ing occafionally fiipplied in propottion fo the ¢vzs
poration, that the matter may never becomée
dry. The boiled flax is immediately wathed in
the fea by a little at a timeé, in a baftket, with a
fmooth ftick at firft while kot and when cold
enough to be born by the hand, it thaft be well
ritbbed, waflred with foap, laid fo bleachy and
turned and watered evety day. Repetitions of
the wathing with foap expedite the bleachitigy afs
ter which the ffax is beat, and again well wafhed 3
when dryed, it is worked and carded ix the fame
manfier ag common cotton, and:ppreflfed betwixt
two boards for 48 hourss Itis novw fully prépared
and fit for ufe. It lofes in this protels #ear one
half its weight. which is dbundantly conipeniated
by the improvement made in its quality.

: : (8.) Fragy
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(8.) FLA%, PULLING oF. When the crop grows
{o fhort and branchy,. as to appear more valuable
for feed than flax, it cught not to be pulled before
it be thoroughly ripe ; but if it grows long and
not branchy, the {ced fhould be difregarded, and
all the attention given to the flax. In thelaft cafe
it ought to be pulled after the bloem has fallen,

when the ftalk begins to turn yellow, and before
the leaves fall, and the bolls turn hard and fharp-

ointed. When the ftalk is {mall, and carries
few bolls, the flax is fine : but the ftalk of coarfe
flax is grofs, rank, branchy, and carries many
bolls. hen :the flax has fallen, and lies, fuch
as lies ought to be immediately pulled, whether
it has grown encugh or not, as otherwife it will
rot altogether. When parts of the fame field
grow uincqually, fo that fome parts are ready for
pulling before other parts; only what is ready
fhould be pulled, and the reft fhould be fuffered
fo ftand till ready. The flax-raifer ought to be at
pains fo pull, and keep by itfelf, each different
kind of lint which he finds in his field ; what is
both long and fine, by itfelf; what is both long
and coarfe, by itfelf; what is both fhort and fine,
by itfelf ; what is both flrort and coarfe, by itfelf;
and in like manner every other kind by itfelf that
is of the fame fize and quality. If the different
kinds be not thus kept feparate, the flax muft be
much damaged in the watering and the other fuc-
ceeding operations. What is eommonly called
aunder growth may be neglected as ufelefs. -Few
perfons that have feen pulled Hax, are ignorant
_of the method of laying it in handfuls acrofs each
other ; which gives the flax fufficient air, and
keeps the handfuls feparate and ready for the rip-
pler. :

(9.) FLAx, R1PPLING OF. After pulling, if the

flax is to be regarded more than the feed, it fhould
lie fome hours upon the ground to dry a little,
and fo gain fome firmnefs, to prevent the fkin or
~ harle, which is the flax, from rubbing eff in the
rippling ; an operation which ought by no means
to be negleéted, as the bolls, if put into the wa-
ter along with the flax, breed vermin there, and
otherwife fpoil the water. The bolls alfo prove
very inconvenient in the graffing and breaking.
In Lincolnfhire and Ireland, they think that rip-
pling hurts the flax; and therefore, in place of
rippling, they firike the bolls againft a fone,
The handfuls for rippling fhould not be great, as
that endangers the lint in the rippling comb, Af-
ter rippling, the flax raifer will perceive, that he
is able to affort each fize and quality of the fHax’
by itfelf more exactly than he could before.
(10.) FLaX, sowING oF. See HusBANDRY.
(11.)FLAX, STACKING OF. - If the flax be more
valuable than the feed, it ought by no means to
be {tack=d up during winfer ; for its own natural
juice affifts it greatly in the watering ;. whereas,
if kept long unwatercd, it lofes that juice, and the
harle adheres fo much to the boon, that it requires
- longer time to Mater, and even the quality of the
flax becomes thereby harfher and coarfer. Befides,
the flax ftacked up over year, is in great danger
fromverminand otheraccidents; the waterin {pring
1s not fo foft and warm as in harveft ; and near a
year is thereby loft of the ufe of the lint ¢ but if
she flax be fo fhort and branchy asto appear moft

5,8 )

F L A o
valuable for f{eed, it ought, after pulling, fo be
ftooked and dried upon the field, as is done with
corti; then ftacked up for winter; rippled in
fpring ; and after fheeling, the feed fhould be
well cleaned from all bad feeds, &c. -

(r2.) FLAX, WATERING AND GRASSING OF,
A running ftream waftes the lint, makes it white,
and frequently carries it away. Lochs, by the
great quantity and motion of the water, allo wafte
and whiten the flax, though not fo much as run.
ning ftreams. Both rivers and lochs water the
flax quicker than canals. But all Hax ought to
be watered in canals, which fhould be digged in
clay ground if poffible, as that foil retains the wa-
ter beft: but if a firm retentive foil cannot be
got, the bottom or fides of the canal, or both the
bottom and fides, may be lined with clay; or in-
ftead of lining the fides with clay, which might
fall down, a ditch may be dug without the canal,
and filled with clay, which will prevent both ex-
traneous water from entering, and the water with-
in from running off. A canal of 40 feet long, 6
broad, and 4 deep, will gencrally water the
growth of an acre of flax. It ought to be filled
with frefh foft water from a river or brook, if
pofiible two or three weeks before the flax is put
iny and expofed all that time to the heat of the
fun, The greater way the river or brook has run,
the fofter, and therefore the better, will the wa~
ter be. Springs, or fhort runs from hills, are too
cold, unlefs the water is allowed to ftand long in
the canal. ‘Water from coal or iron is very bad
for flax. A little of the powder of galls thrown
into a glafs of water, will immediately difcoverif
it comes from minerals of that kind, by turning
it into a dark colour, more or lefs tinged in pro-
portion to the quantity of vitriol it contains. ,The
canal ought not to be under fhade; which, befides
keeping the fun from foftening the water, might
make part of the canal cooler than other parts,
and fo water the flax unequally. The flax-raifer
will obferve, when the water is brought to a pro-
per heat, that fmall plants will be rifing quickly
in it, numbers of fmall infects and reptiles will be
generating there, and bubbles of air rifing on the -
{urface. If no fuch figns appear, the water muft
not be warm enough, or is otherwile unfit for
flax. Mofs holes, when neither too deep nor too
thallow, frequently anfwer well for watering flax,
when the water i proper, as before deferibed.
The proper feafon for watering flax is from the
end of July to the end of Auguff. The ad-
vantage of watering flax agfoon as poffible after
pulling, has been already mentioned. The flax
being forted after rippling, as before mentidned,
fhould next be put in beets, never larger than a
man can gralp with both his hands, and tied
very flack with a band of a few ftalks. Dried
ruthes anfwer exceedingly well for binding flax,
as they do not rot in the water, and may be dried
and kept for ufe again. The beets thould be put
into the canals flope-ways, or half ftanding upon
end, the root end uppermoft.” Upon tha crop -
ends, when uppermoft, there frequently breeds a
deai of vermin, deftruétive of the flax, which is
effoftually prevented by putting the crop end
downmoft. The whole flax in the canal ought
to be carefully covered from the fun with divots;
the
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the graffy fide of which fhould be next the flax,
to keep it clean. If it is not thus covered, the
fun will difcolour the fax, though quite covered
with water, Ifthe divots are not weighty enough
to keep the flax entirely under water, a few ftones
may be laid above them. But the flax {hould not
be prefled to the bottom. When the flax is fuf-
ficiently watered, it feels foqf}/ to the gripe, and
the harle parts eafily with the/boen or fhow, which
laft is then become brittle, and looks whitifh,
When thefe figns are found, the flax fhould be
taken out of the water, heet after beet; each
gently rinfed in the water, to cleanfe it of the naf-
tinefs which hag gathered about it in the canal;
and as the lint 15 then very tender, and the beet
flackly tied, it muft be carefully and gently hand-
led. Great care ought to be taken that no part
be overdone™;gnd as the coarfeit waters fooneft,
if, different kinds be mixed together, a part will
be rotted, whea the reft is not fufficiently water-
ed. When lict taken out of the canal is not found
fufficiently watered,, it may be laid in a heap for
12, 18, or 24 hours, which will have an effe&
like more watering ; but this operation is nice,
and may proye dangerous in unfkilful hands. Af-
ter the flax is taken out of the canal, frefh lint
fhould not be put a fecond time into it, until the
former water be run off, and the canal cleaned, and
{upplied with frefh water.- Short heath is the beft
field for grafling flax; as, when wet, it faftens to the
heath, aud is thereby prevented from being blown
away by the wind. ~The heath alfo keeps it a lit-
tle above the earth, and fo expoles it the more
egnally to the weather. When fuch heath is not
to be got, links or clean old lea ground is the
next beft. Long grafs grounds fhould be avoid-
ed, as the grafs growing through the lint frequent-
ly fpots, tenders, or rots it; and grounds expo-
fed to violent winds.thould alfo be Avoided. The
flax, when taken out of the water, muft be fpread
very thin ypon the ground ; and being then very
tender, it muft be gently handled. The thinner
it is fpread the hetter, as it is then the more equal-
ly expofed to the weather. But it ought never
to be fpredd during a heavy thower, as that would
wath and wafte the harle too much, which is then
exceflively tender, but foon after becomes firm
enough to bear the rains, which, with the open
air and funfhine, cleans, foftens, and purifies the
harle to the degree wanted, and makes it blifter
from the boon. In fhort, after the flax has got a
little firmnefs by being a few hours {pread in dry
weather, the more rain and funfhine it gets the
better. If there be little danger of high winds
carrying off the flax, it will be much the better
of being turned about once a-week. If it is not
to be turned, it ought to be very thin fpread.
‘The fpreading of flax and hemp requires 3 deal of
ground, and enriches it greatly. The fkilful fAlax-
raifer {preads his firft row of flax at the end of
the field oppofite to the point from whence the
moft violent wind commonly comes, placing the
root ends foremoft ; he makes the root ends of
every other row over-lap the crop ends of the for-
mer row three or four inches, and binds down
the laft row with a rope; by which means the
wind does not eafily get below the lint to blow it
away : and as the crop ends are feldom fo fully
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watered as the root ends, the aforefaid over-Tap-
ping has an effeét like giving the crop ends more
watering, Experience only can fully teach a per-
fon the figns of flax being fufficiently graffed :
then it is of a clearer colour than formerly; the
harle is bliftered up, and eafily parts with the
boon, which is then. become very brittle, The
whole fhould be fufficiently graffed before any of
it is lifted ; for if a part be lifted fooner than the
reft, that which remains is in great danger from
the winds. A dry day ought to be chofen for ta-
king up the flax; and if there is no appearance of
high wind, it fhould be loofed from the heath or
grafs, and left loofe for fome hours, to make it
thoroughly dry, As a great quantity of flax can
fcarcely be all equally watered and graffed, and
as the different qualities will beft appear at lifting
the flax off the grafs; therefore at that time each
different kind fhould be gathered together, and
kept by itfelf; that is, all of the fame colour,
length, and quality. The fmaller the beets lint
is made up in, the better for drying, and the
more convenient for ftacking, houfing, &c. and
in making up thefe beets, as in every other ope-
ration upon flax, it is of great confequence that
the lint be laid together as it grew, the root ends
together, ‘and the crop.ends together.

(13.) FLAX, WATERING OF, BY A NEW ME-~
THOD —In the Gentleman’s Mag. for Fune, 1787,
a new method of watering flax is propofed, where-
by the labour would be fhortened, the firength
of the flax probably increafed; the colour render-
ed much finer; the operation of bleaching ren
dered fafer and lefs tedious; a very difagreeable
nuifance fupprefled ; the linen manufa&ure much
improved, and the national income increafed many
thoufand pounds a-year. " The ingenious author,
after pointing out the many incopveniencies of
the prefent method, of foaking the flax in rivulets,
ponds, and ftagnant pools, fuch as the offenfive
fmell and inky tinge arifing from it in ponds, the
pernicious effe@s of the noxious infufion, by de~
firoying the fifh in rivulets, the hurt done to cat-
tle by preventing them from drinking the water,
however thirfty, the danger of bad confequences
even to the health of men, from the difagreeable
effluvia, &c. propofes to improve as vell as fhort-
en the procc{g, ¢ by plunging the new flax after
it is rippled, into jealding avater, which, in ex=
tra&ing the vegetative {ap, would do, in 5 mi.
nutes, more than cold water would do in a fort-
night, or perhaps at all.’* ‘This he illuftrates ana-
logically, by the familiar examples of infufing tea,
and blanching rough almonds, in {calding water
and not in cold water. ¢ Boiling water, (he
thinks), would alfo clear the new flax from many
impurities, which, when not removed till it be
{pun into yarn, are then removed with difficulty,
and lofs of fubftance. - Upon the new fyftem, the
a& of bleaching would begin immediately after
rippling ; and a little done then might fave much
of what is generally done after fpinning and wea-
ving. To fpin dirty flax with a view of cleaning
it afterwards, appears to be the fame impropriety,
as if we were to referve part of the dreffing given
to leather till after it is made into a glove. Should
the plunging of the flax into the botling water not
fuffice to make the boon brittle enough, then the

: Dddd s common
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gommon watering might be added; but in that
£ale probably Lalf ihe time ufually given to this
watering would tuffice, and the flax might then
Jbe iaid n clegr rivylets, without any appreheniion
of ;s tnfelting the water and poiforing the fith,
¥ of being difcolopred itfelf; far the beiling wa-
fer ipta which jt had been previouily put, would
nave extradted all the poitonous vegetative fap,
which I prefumeg is what chiefiy difcolours the fax,
or kills the fili.  On the fuppofition, that the ufe
of boiling watcy in the preparation of flax may be
gdvantageous, I can recollect at prefent but oune
objedtion agaiplt its being geverally adopted,
Every Hag-grower, it may be faid, could not be
expedted to have conveniences for boiling water
{ufficient for the purpofe; the confumption of
water would be great; and fome additional ex-
pence would be i;}cqr'red. In anfwer to this, [
prefyme any additional expence would be more
than reimburfed by the better marketable price of
the flax. In alarge cauldron a great deal of flax
snight be dipt in the fame water, and the. con-
iumption perhaps would not be moye than a quart
10 gach fheaf. Evena large houfehold pot would
be capable of containing oné Theaf after another ;
and the whole objection would be obviated, were
ﬁxe pratice to prevail with ue, as in Flanders and
Iolland, that the flax-grower and the flax-dreffer

#fhoujd be two diftin& profeffions.” He concludes
with ¢ recommending to thofe who are inclined
to make experiments, not to be difcouraged by
the failure of one or two trials,—Perhaps the
fiag, inftead of being jult plunged into the fcald-
ing water, ought to be kept in it 5 minutes, per-
haps a quarter of an hour, perhaps a whole hour.
Such boiling, when in this ftate, might in return
{ave feveral Hours boiling in the article of bleach-
ing, Itis pot probable that the boiling of the
{lﬁg with the boon in it would prejudice the
harle; for iy the conrfe of its/future exiftence, it
is made to be expofed 20 0r 40 times to this boil-
ing trial ; and if ngt detrimental in the one cafe,
1t 1s tp be prefumed it would not he detrimental
in the other.  Perhaps, after the boiling, it would
be proper to pile up the flax in one heap for a
svhole day, or half 3 day, to occafion fowne fer-
jnentation ; or immediately after the boiling, it
might be proper to wah it with cold water. The
great objet, when the flax is pulled, is to get the
narle from the boon with as little lofs and damage
as poffible ; and if this is accomplithed in a more
complete manner than ufual, confiderable I
bour and expence will be faved in the futuve ma-
pufaduring of the flax. On this account much
more would bg gained than loft, were the 3 or 3
sait inches of the roots of the ftems to be clipt ofi,
previops to the fax being either watered or boil-
vd.  When the flax is watered, care thould be
taken not to fpread it out dry, when there is a
hazard of its being expofed in ifs wet ftate to
oft?. ‘This method appears extremely pleu-
fitic, and certainly merits a fair trial.

«14.) Frax, weeping or. Sce Huspanoavy.

{il.) Frax, Canorina. Sce PoLyPREMUM.

(I}.) FLax, EarTH. Sge AMIANTHUS.

{IV.) Frax piasy, New Zeavsun.  See
Faonnivs, '
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(V.) Frax, ToaD. Sce ANTIRRHINUM, . N?
X5 4+ 65, 75 Qe - R

* FLaxcoMB. a. /; [flax and comb.] The ins
ftrument with which the fibres of flax are cleanfed
from the brittle parts. .

* FLAXDRESSER, #. /0 [flax and drgfs] He
that prepares flax for the fomner.

(1.) FLAX-DRESSING, 2. /i Por many ages it
was the practice to feparate the boon or corg,
from the flax, which is the bark of the plant, by
the followlng fimple band metbods.  Tirlt,. for,
Lreaking the boou, the flatks in fiall parcels were
Leat with a mallet; or, more dexteroully, the,
break ( Plate CLAL, fig. 3. & 42).was ufed thus;
The Jax being held in the left hand acrofs the 3,
under teeth, o fevards of the break (A, fg. 3. and
a, 7ig. 4.) the upper teeth (B, fig. 3- and b, fig. 4.}
were with the right hand quickly and often forced
down upon the flax, which was artfully {hifted
and twrned with the left band. Next, for clear-
ing the flax of the broken boon, the workman
with his left hand held the flax over the flock (fig.
&, and 6.} while with bis right hand be ftruck or
threfhed the flax with the frutcher, { fig. 7.) Thefe
methods of breaking and fcutching the Hax being
flow and very laborious, a water mill was invent-
ed in Scotland abopt 5o years ago; which, with
fome late improvements makes great dilpatch,
and in fkilful and careful hands gives fatisfadtion.
It has been generally conflruéted to break the
boon by 3 dented rollers, placed onc above the
other.  The middle one, being forced quickly
round, takes the other two along with it; and
one epd of the handfuls of the fax being by the
workmen directed i between the upper and mid-
dle rollers, the flax is immediately drawn in by
the rollers; a curved plate of tin behind the rol-
lers direés the flax to return again between the
middle and undermott rollers;—and thus the ope-
ration is repeated pntil the boopn be fufficiently
broke. Great weights of timber or ftone at the
ends of levers, prefs the upper and nnder rollers
towards the middle one, ‘The fcutching is next
carried on by the mill in the following manner:
Four arms, fomethipg like the hand feutchers, pro-
jeét from a perpendicular agle ; a box around the
axle inclofes thefe projeéting feutchers; and this
box is divided among the workmen, each ha.\{mg
fuflicient room to ftand a3d handle his flax, whick,
throygh flits in the upper part and fides of the box,
they hold in to the firoke of the fcytchers; which
maoving tound horizontally, ftrike the flax acrofs
or at right angles, and fo threfh out or clear it
of the bpon, The bieaking of the flax by rollers
is fearcely fubject to any obje@ion, but that it is
dangeroys to workmen not fufficiently on their
guard, who fometimes allaw the rollers to take
hold of their fingers, and theyeby their whole arm
is inftantly drawn in; thus maby have loft their
arms. To ayoid this danger, a break, upon the
principle of the hand break, hag been lately adapt-
ed to water machinery, and uled in place of roil-
ers. The horizontal firoke of the feutchers was
long thought too fevere, and watteful of the flax;
but very careful experiments have difcovered that
the wafte complained of muft be charged to the
unfkilfulzg(s or negligence of the workmen, as in
e a%% good
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0od hands the mill carries away nothing but gery. 2. Fair, long, and flowing, as if made of

what, if not fcutched off, muft be taken off in  flax.-— hought a fine flaxen long wig. Addifon.
the heckling with more lofs both of time and flax. )
But to obviate this objeétion of the violence of
the horizontal feutchers, an imitation of hand
fcutching has lately been applied to water. The
fcutchers then project from an horizontal axle,
and move like the arms of a check reel, firiking
the flax neither acrofs nor perpendicularly down,
but floping in upon the parcel exaétly as the flax
is firuck by the- hand fcutcher. This {loping
fircke is got by raifing the feutching flock fome
inches bigher than the centre of the axle § and by
raifing or lowering the ftock, over which the flax
4s held, or fcrewing it nearer to or farther from
the fcutchers, the workman can temper or hu-
mouy the ftroke almoft as he pleafes. A lint mill,
with horizontal fcutchers upon a perpendicuylay
axle, requires a houfe of two ftories, the rollers
orbreak being placed in the ground ftory, and

" the foutchers in the loft above; but a mill with
vertical fcutchers on an horizontal axle, requires
but one greund ftory for all the machinery, Ano-
ther method of breaking and fcutching flax, more
expediticus than the old hand methods, and more
gentle than water mills, has aifo been lately in-
vented in Scothand. It is much like the break
and fcutcher giving the floping ftroke laft deferi-
bed, moving By the foot. The treddle is remark-
ably long, and the fcutchers are fixed upon the
rim of a fly-wheel. The foot - break is alfo affift-
ed in its motion by a fly. Thele foot machines
are very ufeful where there are no water mills,
but they ave far inferior to the mills in point of
expedition. ‘The next operation that fax under-
goes is heckling. ‘The beckle (fig. 3.) is firmly
fixed to a bench before the workman, who ftrikes
“the flax upon the teeth of the heckle, and draws
it through the teeth. To perfons unacquainted
with that kind eof work this may f{eem a very
fimple operation; but, in fa&, it requires as
much pradtice to acquire the {light of heckling
well, and without walting the flax, as any other
operation in the whole manufatture of linen,
They ufe coarfer and wider teethed heckles, or

_finer, according to the quality of the flax; gene-
rally putting the flax through two heckles, a coar-
fer one firft, and next a fine one.

(2.) FLAX-DRESSING FOR CAMBRIC, FINE
rawnN, &c. Flax for cambric and fine lawn,
thread, and lace, is drefied in a manner {ome-
what different. It is not fcutched fo thoroughly
as common flax; which from the fcutch proceeds
to the heckle, and trom that to the f{pinner:
whereas, this fine flax, aiter a rough fcutching,
is feraped aud cleanfed with a blunt knife upon
the workman’s knee covered with his leather
apron ; from the knife it proceeds to the {pinner,
who, with a bruth made for the purpofe, ftraizhtens
and drefles each parcel jult before fhe beging to
fpin it. i

* FLAXEN. adj. [from flax.] 1. Madg of
flax.—

. The matron, at her nightly tafk,

‘With-penfive labour draws the flaxen thread.

Thomfon’s Winter.
—The beft materials for making ligatures are the
Slaxen thread that thoemakers ufe, Sharp’s Sure



