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(I.i.) ¥ COTTON. n. /. [nanded, according to
Skinner, from the down that adheres to the mala
<otonea, Or quince, called by the Italians corogni ;
whence cottone, Ital. corton, French.] = 1: The
down of the cotton tree.=—The pin ought to be as
thick as a rowling pin, and covered with cotton,
that its hardnefs may not be “offenfive. Wifeman:
2. Cloth made of cotton. Ce -

(ii.) CoTToN. adj. made of cotton. A/,

(ii.) * CorrTond 7 fi A planti—The fpecies
are, 1. Shrubby cofton. 2. The moft excellent
American cdfton, with a greenifh feed. 3.’Annual
fhrubby. coftoi, of the ifland of Providence. 4.
The tree cotvon. 5. Tree cotton with a yellow
flower. The firft fort is' cultivated plentifully in
Candia, Lemnos, Cyprus, Malta, Sicily, and at
Naples ; .as alfo between Jerufalem and Damaf-
cus, from whence the cotton is brought annually
into thefe northern parts of Europe. This cotron
4s the wool which inclofes or wraps up the feeds,
and is contained in-a kind of brown hufk or feed-
weffel growing upon this thrub. It is from this
fort that the valt quantities of corton are taken,
which furnifh our parts of the world. The fecond
and third forts are annual ; thefe are cultivated in
the Weft Indies in great plenty. -But the fourth

_and fifth fort grow in Egypt: thefe abide many
years, and oftea arrive to be trees.of great magni-
tude. Miller, :

(iv.) CorToN, in-commerce, (§ 1. defs 1.) isa
foft downy fubftance found on the goffypium, or
cotton tree.  See GossypiuM. The fineft fort
.comes from Bengal and Coromandel. ’

(v.) CoTTON, DIFFERENT KINBS OF. Cotton
makes a -very confiderable article in commerce,
and is diftinguithed into cotton awoal and cotton
thread.. CorTonN woolL is brought moftly from
Cyprus; St John d’Acre, and Smyrna: the moft
efteemed s white, long, and foft. Thofe who
buy it in bales fhould fee that it has not been wet,
moifture being veryprejudicial to it. -Of CorToN
THREAD, that of Damas, called .cotton d’ounce, and
that of Jerufalem,. called dagas, are the moft -
fteeped ; as al{o that of the Weft India iflands.
Tt is to be chofen white, fine, very dry, and even-

1y fpun.. The other cotton threads are the half”

bazas, the rames, the beledin, and gondezel ; the
payas and montafiri, the geneguins, the baquins,
the joflelaffars, of which there are 2 forts. Thole
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of India, known by the name of Tutucorin, Java,
Bengal, and Surat, are of four or five forts, dif-
tinguithed by the letters A, B, C, &c. They are
fold in bags, with a dedu&ion of one pound and
a half on each of thofe of Tutucorin, which are
the deareft, and two pounds on each bag of the
other forts. Tor thofe of Fielebas, Smyrna, Alep-
po, and Jerufalem, the dedudtion at' Amfterdam
is 8 in the hundred for the tare, and two in the
hundred for weight, and on the value one per
cent. for prompt paymest. COTTON OF Siam,
is a kind of filky cotton in the Antilles, fo called
becaufe the grain was brought from $iam. It is
of an extraordinary-finenefs, even furpaffing filk
in:foftnefs. They make hofe of it there prefer-
able to filk ones for their luftre and beauty. - They
{fell from. 1o to 12 and 15 crowns a pair, but there
hre very few made, unlefs for cusiofity.
~(vi.) COTTON, MANNER OF PACKING, IN THE
AxTiLLes. The bags are made of coarfe cloth,
of which they take three ells and a half each; the
breadth is one ell three inches. When the bag
has been well foaked in water, they hang it up,
extending the mouth of it to crofs pieces of tim-
ber nailed to pofts fixed in the ground feven or
eight feet high. He who packs it goes into the
bag, which is fix feet nine inches deep, or there-
abouts, aad prefles down the cotton, which ano:
ther hands him, with hands and feet; cbierving
to tread it equally every where, and putting in
but little at a time. The beft time of packing is
in rainy moift weather, provided the cotton be
under cover. Thé bag thould contain from 3o0
to 320 pounds. The tare abated in the Antilles
is three in the hundred. Cotton being a produc-
tion applicable to a great variety of manufactures,
it cannot he teo much ;cuitivated in' fuch of our
own plantations as will admit of it. Co
(vii.) CoTTON, MaNUFACTURE- OF. Cotton
is feparated from the feeds of the plant by a mill,
and then fpun and prepared for all forts of fine .
works, as ftockings, waiftcoats, quilts, tapefiry,
curtains, &c.”  Muflin is alfo made of it, and
fometimes it is mixed with wool, fometimes with
{ilk, and even with gold itfelf. The cotton manu-
facture confifts of varions branches, and require$
much machinery. See § 1—a. ! e
(1.) CoTTON, CARDING OF, &8 a pyeparatlou_
for fpinning, ufed formerly to be performed by
the hand, with a pair of fingle -cards upon the
knee: but this being a tedious method, i!l fuited
to the rapid operations of the new fpirning ma-
chines, other methods were contrivéd for afford-
ing a quicker and more adequate {upply. “The
firft improvement for this purpofe was made by
Mr James Hargrave weaver, near Blackburn, in
Lancathire, and confifted in applying 2 or 3 cards
to the fame board, and fixing them to a fool or
ftock ; whence they obtained the name of fock
cards. With thefe, ene woman could perform
two or three times as much work as {he could dp
before in the common way. A ftill more expedi-
tious method of carding, however, by what are
commonly called gplinder cards, was foon after-
wards invented, and js that which is now moft
commonly pracifed: but as feveral perfons lay
claim to this invention, it is not ealy to detennine
to whom the merit of it is due. :

Qqq 2 {z.) Cor-



| € oT (
(2.).CorTon MiLLs are large buildings with
peculiar machinery for carding, roving, and fpii-
ning dotton: (fee §.3.) Thefe were entirely un-
knawn'in this country before the different inven-,
tiong ang improyements of Meflis Aricwright and
argrave ; fince' whichi time great piichers have
been.ere@ed in England, and fi-veral i’ Scotland,
The firft” ereions ‘of the kind were by KlefiYs
Atkwright and Hargrave, both in the town of
Nottinghamn, and’both“nearly at the fame time.
The engines ‘were then driven by horfe<: but fince
{hat time they havé been chigfly credtud upon wag
ter falls’in different parts of the country ; parti-
cularly the warp inachines, which ai¢ better &-
dapted for being driven-by water than any other,
The moftextenbive of thefedis in the villige and
neighbourhoud of Cromford in -Derbythire, 4nd
under theimmédiate infpection‘of Sik Richard
Arkwright. :"“The firft that~was erected in Scots
Jand. wds for Mir Peter Bratherfton, under the in-
Ipedtion and direction of Mr John Hackett from
Nottingham 5 and is in the neighbourhood of Pen
pycuickpear Edinburgh. + Since which time feve-

- 13l have been ‘ereed in the:meighbourhood of
Glafgow, Paifley, Lanaik, Perthy &e. ' ¢ i -

¢ (3.) CorroN spiNNING is the art or procefs o
reducing cotton wool.irto yarn or thread. . The
moft fimple method for this purpofe, and the only
one in ufe for:a'long time in this country, was by
the hand upon the well knowndomeftic' machine
- called a one-thread qubeck  But agthe demand for
cotton geods began to dncreafe,’ other Invention$
were thought ‘of for expediting this part of the
manufalure. ‘Abolt 50 yearsago,-one Paul and
others-of -London contrived an engine for a more
€afy and expeditious methed of fpinning cotton,
and for which--they obtairied a patent; but tha
undertakitig did not prove fuccefsful. :Some years
thereafter, variows machines were conftructed by
differentperfonsfor facilitating'the fpinning of cot;
ton ; but without producing any vety material ox
lafting advantage. Atilength, about 1767, Mr
Hargrave,-conftructed a machine by which a great
number of threads (from 20 to 8o) might be fpun
at-once, and for which he ¢btained his- Majefty’s
fetters patent. ‘This machine is-calléd a Fenny,
and is the beft contrivance far fpinting wosf or
Sfpute that has-hitherto appeated. It ispow com
monly conftruted for 84 threads.; and with it
one perfon can-fpin too Englith hanks in the day;
each hank containing -840 yards. -Fhe moft cz-
pital improvenrents whigh this'branch' of manu-
fadture received were from Mr Arkwright, a n-
tive off Lancaihire; now: Sir Richard Arkwright,of
Cromford.in Derbythires:: He: firfe brought for:
ward his:new method of fpinning éotton:in 168,
for which-be obtained a‘patent in 1769 5 he after-
wards, in xy75; obtiined. a- patent for engines
which hethad conftruéted to prepare the materials
for: fpinning : though one of thefe patents,. being
¢hallenged at law, -was fet afide fome. years before
it ,exl?xrcd.' T};e. refult of Mr.Arkwright’s diffes
‘yent inventions and improvements is 2 combina-
_-tiont of. machinery, By-which: cotton:is carded,
rovédy ‘and ypun, with the utmoft exa@nefs and,
‘cgu_akty.t;ngnd fuch:a tegree 'of perfeétion -attain-
€d in-{pinning dvarp, asis not to.be équalled in
eny other part of the world, To thefe improve-
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ments this country is entirely indebted for the
great extent of its cotton manufadtures; large
buildings have been ereted for that branch both
in England and Scotland, many of'which contaitt
feveral thoufands of {pindles, each driven'by one
or more large water-wheels s "and fame of fuch
extent as-to fpin at the rate of 600 yards of twift
or warp: yarn in the minute: © Other machines
have beerrinvented st different times,-and -a va+
riety of i'mprové‘?%\;'wts made "by diftrent mecha:
nics and manufacturers y'éne of whieh in particu-
lar ‘we muft het ~mit to mention. It i called a .
Muvwe, being'a kind of mixtore of machinery be+
tween the awarp machine' of' Mr Arkwright' and
the qwegf, maching or hand-jenny of My Hargrave;
and was alfo invented in Lantathire. This ma-
chine bids fair to be of great ufg in fpinning cot-
ton yarn tor maflins to a degree of finenefs never
before known in this country, beingnearly equal
to thofe afually breught from India. .
* (4)COTTON, STATE OF THE MANUFACTURE
oF.. The facilities which the manfaQurers of Great
Britain had fuddenly acquired, and the immenfé
capitals which they have fo' recéntly laid out in
expenfive machinery and other heavy eftablifh<
ments for cartying on the cotton trade, are unpa-
ralleled in the anhals of the worldi Abeve 140
¢otton mills are now built’ in- Great Britain, of
which nearly two thirds have been ereted within
thefe 17 years, > Befides thefe, there aré above
30,500 hand:mills or jennies for {pinning the thute
for the twiffed yarn fpun by the water mills: " A
bove a million of money was,: within this time,
funk in rills, hand engines, and other machines,
including the grounds and neceflary buildings.
Expence of water-millsy . - - Lu715000 0 ©
Ditto of hand-jennigs, houfes, & i o -
-buildings, and’angiliary'ma- . - -
chinery, fuppofed at leaft, '~ 2855000 0. o

. Total, = - 1. 1,000,006 © io
A power had been-alo created of working nearly
two milliohs 'of fpindles ; and wen, wonsen, and
ehildren: wére trained to'this bufinefs, capable of
carrying the cotton manufadture almotk to any ex+
tent, ? In'1787, the power ot {pindles capable of
being worked was eftimated as foliows :

In the water-mitls, -+ - - - 286,000
In the jennigsy. < - - - 1,665,100

Gth e B [
Total fpindles, - 1,951,100

‘In the branches applicable to muflin and callico,

it -was’ calcutated that employment was given to
100,000 en and women, ‘and “at leaft 60,000
childreat 3 many of the tatter having been taken
from different parifhes and hofpitals in Great Bri«
tain. The quantity of the‘raw material of cotton
wool confumed in this manufaQure; ‘which- did
not amount to 6,000,0colb.’in. 1781, 'and was
only about 11,000,060 1b. in 1783, -bad amounted
in thé year .1787.to the .enormous height of
22,000;¢c00 th, and upwards; and the aftonithing
rapidity of this increafe is in fome meafure to be
attributed to-the extenifion ‘of thefe branches to
the goods of India, partticularly ‘the catli‘goes and’
muflins. Britifh callicoes were firft made in Lan-
cathire about the year 1772, but the progrefs was
flow till within thefe laft z0 years. The quantity

' manufatured
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manufactured ‘has fince. extended from about
50,000 t0 1,000;000 0f -pieces made in the courfe

of a fingle year. Britith muflins were not fuccefs- -

fully introduced until the year 1781, and were
carried to'nd great extent until 1785, after which
period - the progrefs durjng:two years became ra-
pid beyond all examplé:. The acquifition of cof-
ton wool of & fuperior guality from Demerara and
thie Brazils, and the' improvements made in the
fpinning fine yarns ypon the mule jennies, had
given a-fpring to this branch of the cotton manu-
fadory, which extended it beyond what it was
pofliblé to have conceived. Above half a million
pieces of miiflin of different kinds, including fhawls
and handkerchiefs, . were camputed to be annual-
ly made it Great Britain ; while the quantity not
only ‘increaféd daily with the new acceflion of

gowars‘ that were burfting forth upon the country, .

but the quality was exceedingly improved ; and a
yearly fupply of ahout 300 bales of Eaft Indian
¢otton haying -bedn obtained by ‘the way of -Oft:

end, yarns were fpun, and ‘muflins ‘wove, equal -.

to any from India.. Nothing, therefore; but a'tine
yaw material appeared wanting to enable the Bri-

tifh manufadarer to carry:this brangh to the great-
eft extent; and, of all ‘others, it is‘that fpecies of -

cotton: goods which deferves moft. to be endours
aged; becaui of the immenfe return it makes for
labour rgore*;han any other branch:of the cotton
manufactory.. ' Eaft India-cottor wool has been
fpun into one pourid of, yarn wérth five girinéas ;
and whea wove into muflin, and afteryards or-
namented by children in the tambour, has extend:
ed to:the value of L.1s; yielding a beturh of
5,900 per cent on the raW.material, . But the ftate

of the raw material§, and the:progreflive and afto-:

nifhing increafe of this manufacture; ‘will be'heft
. underftood by what follows: -
o Cotton' #¥ool ufed in . Suppofed Value aphen

- the manuyfadiure. ’ © manufeSured.
1781, ' 1b. s101,920 Fi.2,000,000°
i782, 11,206,810 - 3,900,000
2783, 9:546,179 3,300,000
1784, 11,480,238 3,950,000
1785, 17,992,888 6,000,000
1786, 19,151,867 6,500,000
1787, 225600,000 73500,000

Such was the progrefs of the Britifh cotton manu-
factory till 1787 ;- when, with eftablifhments and
mechanical powers capable of ‘bringing forward
immenfe quantities of goods into the confump-
tiou, this ‘manufadture was checked by a great
and fudden redudtion of the prices of Eaft India
goods of the fame fpecies, which were fold above
20 per cent on an average undér the lowelt prices
at which the’ Britifh manufa€turer can‘afford to
{ell'without Jofs. - This.conduét.in the Eaft India'
Company quickly operated to the great prejudice
of the Britith:manutaGuress ; and there is'no fay-
ing how far thefe'might be reduced,- fhould 'that
compazy be allowed to prefs goods upon the mar-
ket, at pices - which have no relation to the arigi-
nal coft, and under: circumftaiices where the'joft
faws of competition ‘cannat operate, and- where
every idea of proteing ditties is' annihilated in
the effe¢t of the general fyftem.” Notwithftanding
this, however, the home manufa@ure, in all its
branches, revived, and continued to_be garried on
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with great advantage to the manufacturer, till it
was again checked, with moft other branches of
commerce, by the commencement Gi the prefent
war.



