QVIS, in zoology, a genus of the mammalia clafs, andof
the order of pecora; the charadters of which are thefe:
The horns are concave; turned backwards, twifled, and
full of wrinkles; there arc eight foretecth in the un,
der jaw, and no dog-tecth, The fpecics are three, viz,

1. Aries,



o VI
1; Aries, or ram and theep, the hotas of which are fha.
-ped hike & half-moon; and compreficd. - This animal is’
sperhaps the moirgentle and inoffenfive, and at the fame
‘time the moft timid and fupid, of all quadrupeds. In
a flock of fheep, there is always aleader, whofe ftepsthe
aell implicitly and blindly folow. If he runs overa pre-
cipice; the whole: flock follow his example, and cannot
e reftrained though evident deftra&ion be the confe-
guence. The fmalleft noife, if uncommon, makes them
run precipitantly againlt each other, without knowing
the caufe of their danger, or beingable to extricat¢them.
felves. In {now, they remain fixed in the fame fpot;
and continue obitinately in that fituation, unlefs they are
forced to move by the thepherd or his dog. But though
daftardly in itfelf, though almoft devoid of fentiment and
mental qualities, this animal is of the moft extenfive u-
tility to'man., Itaffords us both food and cloathing, be-
fides the advantages we derive from its milk, its fkin, and
its tallow, - ,
. Laove, the livelieft fentiment in all animals, is the on-
Iy paflion which infpires the ram with any degreé of vi-
‘vacity ; when uoder the influgnce of this paffion, he be-

comes petulant, runs again{t his neighbours, and fometimes -

¢ven attacks the thepherd himfelf. But the ewe, or fe-
male, though in the fame fituation, does not appear to be
in the leaft affe@ed ; fhe feems to have no other inftindt
than that of fimply admitting the embraces of the ram,
“ating her food, and recognifling her offspring ; the lamb,
« ga the other hand, is eadowed with the fame inftin& of
“diftinguithiog its mother from the rell of the flock.
- This animal, fo foft and fo fimple in its nature and
-difpofition, is likewile extremely weak and feeble in its
- conflitution : They can endure but listle fatigue ; when-
~ever.they run, their hearts palpitate, and their wind fails
~tkem ; theyare equally incapable of bearing heat or cold,
foow or rain: They are fubje& 10 many difeafes, moft
“of which are contagious : They bring forth their young
with pain and difficulty, and require more care and at-
tention than any other domeftic animal,

Theramis capablc of generation at the age of 18 months;
“and the ewe canbe impregnated when a year old. One
ram is fofficient for 30 or 40 ewes. He ought to be
firong, well proportioned ; his head fhovld be thick and

" ftrong, his front large, his eyes black, his nofe flat, his
neck thick, his body long and tall, his tefticles mafly,
~and his tail long. White is the beft colour for a ram.
The ewes whofe wool is molt plentiful, buthy, long, foft,

and white, are moft proper for breeders, efpecially when

at the fame time they are of a large fize, have a thick neck,
sed move nimbly,,

Ewes are generally in feafon from the end of O&tober

tothe begioning-of April : . However, they may be impreg-

nated at any time, if they be fed with flimulating nou- -

-rifhmeor, as fakt water, and bread made of hemp-feed.
- They go with young about«five months, and generally

bring forth. but one at a tffe,. though frequently two: -

1o warm climates, they may Bring forth twice in a year;
“but in Britain, France, and molt parts of Europe, only
- odce. - They give milk plentifully for feven or eight
_months: Their milk affords nourithment for children
" and country people ;- good cheefe is made of it, efpecially
“swhen mixed with cow-milk.- They live from 10 to 12

gie:us_,; and are capuble of bringing forth as long as they
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When the male fambs are not iatended to be Keptfor
propagation, but fatrened for food, they ought ito be
caftrated at the age of five or fix months. This operas-
tion is performcd two ways: in the ome, an incifion is
made and the tefticles taken out; in the other, a ligature

_is tied tight round the ferotum, above1the teilicles, which

foon deftroys the veffels which nourifh them. After ca~
firation, they are called weathers,

The ram, ewe, and weather, when one year old, lofe
the two foretecth of the under jaw ; fix months after-

wards, thoy lofe the two foreteeth next to thefe; and at

- the age of three years, the teeth are all replaced, The

age of a ram may likeife be difcovered by their horns,
which always appear the firlt year, and frequently as fooa
as they are brought forth. Thefe horns uniformly ac-
quire «n additional ring every year as longas the creature
lives. The ewes commonly have no horns, but 2 kind
of long protuberances in place of them: However, fome
of them have two,- and fome four horns.

In Spain, and thefoutheth parts of Europe, the flocks
are kept in fhades or (lables during the might: but in
Britain, where there is mow no danger from wolves,
they are allowed to remain without, both night and day;
which rhakes the animals more healthy, and their fleth 2
more whole food, Dry and mountainous grounds, where
thyme aod fheep’s fefcae grafs abound, are the beft for
the paftaring fheep, .

2. The Guineenfis, or Guinea fheep, has pendulous ears,
lax hairy dew-laps, and a prominence on the hind part of
the head, The wool'is fhort, like thatof a goat, Itis
a native of Guinea. )

3. The ftrepficeros, or Cretan fheep, has frait cari-
pated horns, twifted in a fpiral manner, It is a pative of
Mount Iola. .



