INDIGO, in botany. Sce INDIGOFERA.
INDIGOFERA, in botany, a genus of the diadelphia
decandria clafs, The calix is plain; the fuperior mar-
glﬂs
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gins of the alg are connivent, and of the fame fhape
with the vexillum ; and the pod is ftrait. There are
fix fpecies, all of them natives of the Indies. The
tinQoria, anil, or indigo, grows about two feet high,
with roundifh leaves.

As to the indigo blue, it is a fecular, or fettling,
made by means of water and oil olive out of the leaves
of the anil, or indigo plant; there is a difference be-
tween that made by the leaves only, and that which
is made of the leaves and fmall branches, The choicelt
of the former fort is that which bears the furname of
Serquifle, from a village of that name fome leagues
from Surat in the Eaft-Indies. It is made alfo about
Biana and Coffa near Agra; and alfo in the kingdom of
Golconda. In making the feculz of anil, in order to
make indigo of it, they cut the herb with a fickle,
when the leaves begin to fall upon touching them; and
after they have ftripped them from the branches, they
put them into a fufhcient quaatity of waterina veflel
called the {teeping vat ; and let them infufe there thir-
ty or thirty-five hours ; after which they turn the cock,
io order to let the water run off, which is become of
2 green colour inclining towards blue, into a vefel of
the nature of a churn, where it is worked by means of
2 roller or turser of wood, the ends of which are
pointed and faced with iron : this they work till the
water abounds with alather; then they caft into it a
little oil of olive, that is, one pound into fucha quan-
tity of the liquor as will yield feveaty pounds of indi-
g0, fuch as is faleable; and as foon as the faid oil is
thrown in, the lather feparates into two parts, fo that
you may obferve a quantity curdled as milk is when
rezdy to break ; then they ccafe working, and letitfland
to fettle ; which when it has done fome time, they o-
pen the pipe or cock of the veflel, in order to let the
water clear off, that the feculz which is {ubfided may
remain behind at the bottom of the veflel like the lees
of wine. Then taking it out, they put it into ftrain-
ing bags of cloth, to feparate what water was left;
after which they conveyit into chells or boxes that are
fhallow, to dry it; and being dried, it is what we call
indigo. ,

Chufe the indigo of Serquiffe in flat cakes, of a mo-
derate thicknefs, neither too foft nor too hard, of a
deep violet colour, light, and fich as fwims om water,
and when broken has no white fpots in it ; and lattly,
fuch as is copperifh or reddifh on being rubbed with
one’s nail, and bas the leaft dult and broken pieces in
K.
The other fort of indigois alfo the feculat made from
theanil ; and differs nothing from the former, butas it
is made of the whole plant, ftalk and leaf ; the beit
of which kind is that which bears the name Guatima-
I, that comes from the Welt Indies. In chufing
this indigo, it fhould be as near the other. kind as can
be ; but the fureft proof of its goodnefs is its burning
upon the fire like wax, and leaving only a little afhes
behind. ‘The fecond fort of indigo is that of St Do-
mingo, differing nothing from the Guatimala, only
that it is not of fo lively 2 colour; the third is the Ja-
maica indigo; the fourth is that of the Leeward
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iflands ; all which are better or worfe, according as
they are more or lefs neat and pure,

The ufe of the indigo is for the the dyer and land-
refles, ferving the laft to put among their linen. ‘The
painters ufe it to grind with white for paintingin blue ;
for if it is ufed alone and neat, it turns black ; ground
with yellow, it makes a green: fome confeétioners
and apothecaries prepofteroufly ufe this to colour fu-
gars with which to make conferves and fyrup of vio-
lets, by adding fome orice.



