CAPRA, or GoaT, a genus of quadrupeds belonging
to the order of pecora. The horns are hollow, turn-
ed upwards, ere&, and fcabrous. There are eight
fore-teeth in the under jaw, and none in.the upper;
and they have no dog-teeth, This genus confifts of
wwelve fpeciee, viz.

1. The hircus, or common goat, with arched cari-
pated horns, and a long beard. Thhe goat of Angora
is only a variety of this {pecies ; its hair is white,.and
hangs down to the feet; and the ears are plain and
pendent.  The common goat is a native of the eaftern
mountains.  See Plate LXI1II

“"The goat is an animal of more fagacity than. the
fheep. N
they voluotarily mingle with them, and are eafily
tamed. Even in uniohabited countrics, they betray
no favage d:{pofitions. In the year 1698, an Englith
veffel having put in to the ifland of Bonovifta, two
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Inftead of having an antipathy at mankind,.
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negroes came aboard, and offered gratis to the caprain
as many goars as he pleated.  The cuptain exprefied
his aftoniihment ar this offer. Butthe negioes replied,
that there were only twelve perfons in theifland ; that
the gnats had multiplied to fuch a degree, that they
were become extremely troublefome; and that, inftead
of having any diificulty in catching them, they followed.
the men where-ever they went, and were fo obftinately
officious, that they could not get quit of them upon
any account whatever. .

Goats are fenfible of carefes, and capable of a con-
fiderable degree of friendfthip. They are ftronger,
more agile, and lefs timid than fheep. They have a
lively, capricious, and wandering difpofition; are fond
of high and folitary places; and frequently fleep upon
the very points of rocks.  They are more eafily {up-
ported than any other animal of the fame fize; for
there is hardly an herb or the bark of a tree, which
they will not eat with pleafure,  Neither are they
liable to fo miany difeafes as fheep: They can bear
Leat and cold with lefs inconvenience. The adions
and movements of animals depend more upon the
force and variety of their fenfations, than the ftructure
of their bodies : The natural inconitancy or fanciful.
nels of goats is accordingly exprefled by the irregula-
rity of their afions: They walk, flop fhort, rum,
jump, fhew, and hide themfelves, as it were by mere
caprice, and without any other caufe than what a-
rifes from the natural vivacity of their temper,

The buck will copulate when he is a year old, and
the female when fhe is feven months. But as this is ra-
ther premature, they are generally reftrained tll they
be eighteen months or two years, The buck.is bald,
beautiful, and vigorous; one is fufficient to ferve 150
females, A buck for propagation fhould be large,
handfome, and about two years of age; his neck
thould be fhort, and fethy; his head flender 5 his ears
pendent; his thighs thick; his limbs firm ; his hair
black, thick, and foft; and his beard fhould be long,
and bafhy. The females are generally in feafon from
September to the end of November. The time of
going with young is five months. They generally pio-
duce one kid, fometimes two, feldom three, and never
morc than four; and continue fruitful till they be feven
years of age : But a buck is feldom kept after he is five.

Goat’s flefh is not fo good as mutton: The rack
fmell of the buck does not proceed from the flefh, but
from the fkin.

The feod of this animal cofts next to nothing, as it
lives moftly upon fuch plants as are rejeted by other
cattle, and can fupport itfelf even upon the moft bar-
ren mountains. But their produce is valuable. Cheele
is made of their milk, whjch befides is reckoned good
in confumptions, and other difeafes, Their flefh, tal-
low, hair, awud hides, are all ufeful and faleable com-
modities.

2. The ibex, has large knotty horns reclined upon
its back, is of a yellowtth colour, and its beard is
black. This fpecies is a native of Crete ; and is like-
wife to be met with in the mountains of fome of the
porthern parts of Europe.

2. The
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7. The mambrica, with reclined hesne, :bout the
fength of the nuik, pendent ears, and a beard. It is
a native of Ind.a.

4. The rupieapra, o¢ thamoy-goat, has ere®t and
hooke¢d herrs, It inhabits the inacceflible mouantains
of Switzerbmd.  The body is of a dulky red colour
but the front, top of the head, gullcr, and infide of
the cars are white ; the vader part ot the il is black-
#hy and the upper lip is a livle divided.  “They fei-
dom defcend from the mountains but in hard winters,
vhen they come down to feed upon the branches and
backs of fir-trees, &e¢. On occalions of this kind, one
of the herd always keeps watch to give notice to the
rett of any approaching danger.

5. The deprefia, is an Anierican goat, with fmall de-

refled horns, bent inwards and lying upon the head.
1t is about the fizc of a kid; and the hair is long and
peadulous.

6. The reverfa, is Lkewife an American goat, with
ere@ hoins curved back at the points. It is about the
fize of a kid of a vear old,

7. The gazella, is an Indian goat, with long, ered,
cylindrical hovas, annclated near the bafe.

8. The cervicapra, is likewite an Indian goat, with
plaited, cylindrical horns.  The hair near the horns
is longer than in any other part of the body.

9. The Begzoartica, or Bezoar-goat, 1s bearded,
and has cylindrical, arched, and wholly annulated
horns. It is a native of Perfia.  The bezoar is found
in one of the ftomachs called abomajus. See Be-
2 0AR.

10. The dorcas, or antelope, has cylindrical, an-
pulated horns, bent backward, contorted, and arifing
from the front between they eyes. Itis a native of
Africa and Mexico.

11. The tartarica, has cylindrical, ftrait, annula-
ted horns, diaphonous at the points. It has no beard,
and is found in the northern parts of Afia.

12. The ammon, has femicircular, plain, white
herns, and no beard. It is abour the fize of a ram,
and is a native of Siberia.



