CLOTH, in commerce, a manufaGure made of wool,
wove in the loom.
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Cloths are of divers qualities, fine or coutfe, Th=
goodnefs of cloth, according to fome, confulsin the
following particulars. 1. That the wool te of a
good quality, and well dreffed. 2. It muolt be <-
qually fpun, carefully obferving that the thread of
the warp be finer and better twilted than that of
the woof? 3. The cloth muft be well wrought, and
beaten on the loom, fo as to be every where equally
compad. 4. The wool muft not be finer at one end of
the piece than in the reft. 5. The lifts muft be fuffici-
ently ftrong, of the fame length with the ftuff, and mnft
confift of good wool, hair, or oftrich-feathers; or,
what is {till better, of Danifh-dog’s hair. 6. The
cloth muft be free from kunots, and other imperfeQiors.
#. It muft be well fcoured with fuller’s earth, well
fulled with the beft white foap, and afterwards walh-
ed in clear water. 8. The hair or nap muft be well
drawn out with the teazel, witheut being too much
opened. ¢. It muft be fhorn Bofe without making it
thread-bare. ro. It muft be well dried. 11. It muft
not be tenter-ftretched, to force it to its juft dimen-
fions. 12. It muft be preffed cold, not hot prefled,
the latter being very injuriout to woolen cloth,

Manufadturing of white cloths which are intended for

dying.,

The beft wool for the rﬁanufa&uring of cloths are
thofe England and Spain, efpecially thofe of Iincoln-
fhire and Segovia. To ufe thofe wools to the belt advan-
tage, they muft be fcoured, by putting them into a li-
quor fomewhat more than lukewarm, compofed of
three parts fair water, gnd one of urine, After the
wool has continued long enough in the liquor to foak,
and diflolve the greafe, it is drained and well wafhed
in running water. When it feels dry, and has ro
{mell but the natural one of the fhecp, it is faid to be
duly fcoured.

After this it is hung to dry in the fhade, the heat
of the fun making it harth and inflexible : when dry,
it is beat with reds upon hardles of wood, or on
cords, to cleanfe it from duft, and the groffer filth ;
the more it is thus beat and cleanfed, the fofter it be-
comes, and the better for fpinning.  After beating, it
muft be well picked, to free it from the reft of the
filth that had efcaped the rods.

It is now in a proper condition to be oiled. and
carded on large iron cards, placed flopewife. Olive
oil is efteemed the beft for this purpofe: one fifth of
which fhould be ufed for the wool intended for the

" woof, and a ninth for that defigned for the warp.

After the wool has been well oiled, it is given to tiie
fpinvers, who firft card it on the knee with fmall fine
cards, and then fpin it on the wheel, obferving to
make the thread of the warp fmaller by one third-
than that of the woof, and much compacer twifted.
The thread thus fpun, reeled, and made into fkeins,
that dcfigned for the woof is wound on little tubes,
pieces of paper, or ruthes, fo difpofed, as that they
may be eafily put in the eye of the thuttle. That for
the warp is wound on a kind of large wooden bobbins,
to difpofe it for warping, When warped, it is ftiffen-
ed with fize, the beft of which is that made of fhreds
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of parchment, and when dry, is given to the weavers,
who n:.unt it on the loom.

The warp thus mounted, the weavers, who are two
to each loom, one on each fide, tiead alternaiely on
the treddle, firlt on the right ftep, and then on the
left, which raifes and lowers, the threads of the warp
equally ; between which they throw tranfverfely the
fhuule from the one to the other: and every time
that the fhuttle is thus thrown, and a thread of the
woof inferted within the warp, they ftrike it conjunct-
Iy with the fame frame, wherein is faftened the comb
or reed, between whofe teeth the threads of the warp
are paflcd, repeating the ftroke as often as is ne-
ceflary.

The weavers having continued their work till the
whole warp is filled with the woof, the cloth is fi-
nifhed ; it is then taken off the loom by unrolling it
from the beam whereon it had been rolled in propor-
tion as it was wove ; and now given to be cleanfed of
the krots, ends of threads, {traws, and other filth,
which is done with iron nippers. |

In this condition it is carried to the fullery, to be
fcoured with urine, or a kind of potter’s clay, well
fteeped in water, put along with the cloth in the
trough wherein it 1s fulled. The cloth being again
cleared from the earth or urine, is returned to the
former hands to have the leffer filth, fmall ftraws, &e¢.
taken off as before: then it is returned to the fuller to
be beat and fulled with hot water, wherein a fuitable
quantity of foap has been diffolved; after fulling, it
is taken out to be fmoothed, or pulled by the lifts
kengthwife, to take out the wrinkles, crevices, &e.

The fmoothing is repeated every two hours, till the
fulling be finifhed, and the cloth brought to its gro-
per breadth : after which it is wafthed in clear water,
to purge it of the foap, and given wet to the carders
to reife the hair or nap on the right fide with the
thiltle or weed.  After this preparation the cloth-
worker takes the cloth, and gives it its firft cut or
thearing : then the carders refume it, and after wet-
ting, give it as many more courfes with the teazle, as
the quality of the ftuff requires, always obferving to
begin againft the grain of the hair, and to end with
it ; as alfo to begin with a fmoother thiftle, proceed-
ing {till with one fharper und fharper, as far as the
fixth degree.

Afrer thefe operations, the cloth being dried, is
returned to the cloth worker, who fheers it a fe-
cond time, and returns it to the carders, who re-
peat their operation as before, till the nap be well
ranged on the furface of the cloth, from one end of
the picce to the other.

The cloth thus wave, fcoured, napped, and fhorn,
is fent to the dyer; when dyed, it is wathed io fair
water, and the woik.or takes it again wet as it is, lays
the nap with a brofh en the table, and hangs it on
the tenters, where it is ftretched both in length and
breadih fudicientdy to fmooth it, o1t it fquare, and
Lying it to its proper dimenfoas, without {lraining it
too raach 3 obferving to brufh it afvdh. the way of
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When quite dry, the cloth is taken off the tenters,
and brufhed again on the table, to finith the ):xying of
the nap ; after which it is folded, and laid cold under
a prefs, to make it perfe@tly fmooth and even, and
give it a glofs.

Lafly, the cloth being taken out of the prefs, and
the pupers, &c. for glofling it removed, it is in a
condition for fale or ufe. With regard to the manu-
facture of mixt cloths, or thofe whercin the wools are
firlt dyed, and then mixt, fpun and wove of the co-
lours intended, the procefs, except what relates to
the colour, is moftly the fame with that jult repre-
fented.



