BAYS, in commerce, a fort of open woollen ftuff, ha-
ving a long nap, fomctimes {rized, and fometinies not.
Tins fluff 1s without wale, and is wrought in a loom
with two treddles, like flanncl, It is chicfly manu-
fatured at Colchcfter and Bockin in Effex, where
there is a hall called the Durch bay-ball or raw-hall.
The exportation of bays was formerly much more con-
fiderable than at prefent that the French have lcarn-
ed to imitate them.  However, the Englith bays arc
{ull fent in great quantties to Spain and Portugal,
and even to ltaly.  Their chief ufe is for dreffing the
monks and nuns, and for lirings, efpecially in the ar-
my.  The looking-glafs m kers alfo ufe them behind
their glafles, to preferve the tin or quickfilver; and
the cafe-makers, to line their cafcs.  The breadth of
bays is commonly a vard and a half, a yard and three
quarters, or two yards, by 42 to 48 inlength. Thofe
of a vard and three quarters are molt proper for the
Spanifh trade.



